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‘ i wWorl goes not with
o '!- i i|. :w\ nnd \\ll.:l mean
b Yorda, spitak
:'lk»‘.\‘:-‘; I"-"h \l-"l Sempie ant Capt
\\i-..' -.l I neoa duel That is
i ‘ <IVing way 1o passion

' AL adnal Nooone shonld
:: A M I a fixed prineiple with

“Poor Nol! B fault 1 amosuee. [t
Wias tiot

“doannat N I wonrly dead, 1f
he had boey jy the right he would not
E't fearty dead. The Lord does not
AL dhen pordon who Is In the right
way

i the Lall boking them, Katherine
stood I'! pallor of her face, the
hapeloss iy O ol her white shoulders
AN arms, were visible in s gloomy
shalowe .\'r-l"|_\' a* n Eplrit she
Wilkedl ax #he drow nearer to them.

:\_! dthe Englishman® 15 he hurt?"

Killosd He hus ot least twenty
wornde, T morn ng e will not live.
It was the coutcilor hilnsel| who sep-
arated the men™

CMy goud Jorls, it was ke him."

For a moment Kaiherine's con
clousness revll. The roar of the
veeun which girds oup tife round was

i her ears, the foeling of chill and

collapse at her hean Bur with a
supremie wlil she ok poxgession of
hoerself "Weak T will not be., Al 1
Wil know AL 1 will suffer.”  And
With these thoughts she went back to
the tocm and took her place at the
table. In a fow winutes the rest tol
lowed Bataviug  hal anticipated

matam’s ampzement and shock., He
bl felt a jJust satisfaetion in the suf-
Ieiing he was bringing to Katherine
Hul nething had happencd as he ex-
pected. The meal, fustead of being
pleasantly lengthoned over such dread
tul intelligence, was Lurrled and sl
e,

It was gome comfort that after it
Jutnna and Fe could walk in the gar-
ten and talk the aftale thoroughly
over, Kathotine watched them away,
and then she fled to her room. And
vh, how she wept!  She took from
their hiding place the few letters her
lover had  written her, and she
mourned over them as women mourn
in such extromitios, In the full tide
ol her angulsh, Lyshel stood at the
doar, She bheara the inarticulate
waords of woo, and her heart ached for
hey ehild, She had tollowed her to
plve her comfort, to weep with her;
hut she felt that hour that Katherine
wits no more a child o be soothed
with her mother's kiss. She had be-
come 0 woman, and a woman's sorrow
had found her,

It was near ten o'clock when Jorls
cpme home, His face was troubled,
Lis clothing disarranged and  blood-
stalned: and Lysbet never remember-
i to have seen him so completely ex-
Lausted,  “Bram Is with Neil,” he
gild, “he will not be bhome."”

“Aml thou?"

“1 helped them earry-
the 'King's Arms’ we took

“Live will he?”

“His left lung is plerced through,
A bad wound In the throat he has, But
then, youth he has, and a great spirlt,
end hope, 1 wish not for his death,
my God knows"

“Neil, what of him?"

*Unconsclous he was when [ left
bim at his bome. Does Katherine
know?"

“She knows."

“How, then?”

0y Joris, if In her room thon could
have heard her  erying! My heart
for her aches, the sorrowful one!"

“See, then, that thig lesson she miss
not, It is a hard one, but learn it she
must, If thy love would pass it by,
think this, for her good it (8"

The next morning was the sabbath,
and many painful guestions suggested
themselves to Joris and Lysbet Van
Heemskirk., Joris felt that he must
not take hlg seat among the deacons
pptil he had been fully exonerated of
all blame of blood-guiltiness by the
deminie and his elders and deacons in
full kirk sesslon. Madam conld hard-
ly endure the thought of the glances
that would be thrown at her daughter,
and the probable slights she would
recelve, so Katherine's plteous en-
treaty was listened to, and she was
allowed to remaln at home,

The kirk that morning wounld have
been the pillory to her. BShe was un-
gpeakably grateful for the solitude of
the house, for space and silence, in
which she could have the rellef of
unrestrained weeping, About the
middle of the morning, she heard
PBram's footsteps. Bram had bpot
thought of Katherine's staying from
kirk, and when she counfronted him,
g0 tearstained and woe-begone, his
heart was full of pity for her. With-
in the last twenty-four hours he had
begun to understand the temptation
in which Katherine had been; begua
to understand that love never asks,
What Is téywname? Of what country

the other. To
him."

art thou¥yWho is thy father?  He
felt that long as he lived be ‘aust
remember Mirla{n C:hll as she stood
talking to him in the shadowy store
And this memory of Mirlam made him
yery pitiful to Katherine.

“Every one s angry st me, Bram,
even my father; und Batavius will
not sit on the chair at my glde; and
Joanna says a great dlagrace 1 have
made for her,  And thou® Wilt thou
algo scold me? 1 thimk shall die of

grief.”

“8eold thee, thou littie one? Thatl

at the Britsh @ .
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will not And those that are angry
With thes may be angry with me
alan,”

) “Hram! my  Bram! my  brother!
There ig one comfort for wme—if 1

I:m-w that he still Hved; If one hope
thon could give me'"

“"What hope there 18 1 will go and
see, and, it there 18 pood news, 1 will
i glad for thee”

Not half an hour was Rrar away;
nnd yer, to the miserable girl, how
ariel and fear lengthened out the mo-
ments!  When Bram came back, It
was with a word of hope on his lips.

“l have seen,” he sald, "who dost
thouw think?—the Jew Cohen. He of
all men, he has sat by Capt. Hyde's
vide all night; and he has dressed the
vound the English surgeon declared
‘beyond mortal skill' And he sald to
me, ‘Three times, In the Perslan des-
ort, I have eured wounds still worse,
nnd the Holy One hath given me the
power of healing; and, if He wills, the
young man shall recover,” That s
what he gald, Katherine,”

“Forever 1 will love the Jew, Though
he fall, 1 will love him. 8o kind he is,
“ien to those who have not gpoken
well, nor done well, to him."”

At this moment the family returned
from the morning serviee, and Bram
ruther defiantly drew hig sister to his
side.  Jorls was not with them., Ho
had stopped at the "King's Arms” to
agk if Capt. Hyde was still alive; for,
in spite of everything, the young man's
herale cheerfulness In the agony of
the preceding night had deeply touch-
el Jorls,  No one spoke to Katherine;
even her mother was annoyed and huo-
millated at the socla! ordeal through
which they had just passed, and she
thougat it only reasonable that the er-
ring girl should be made to ghare the
telal,

As the time went on poor Katherine
Van Heemskirk shivered and siekened
it the presence of averted eves and up-
litted shoulders, and in that ehill at-
mosphere of disapproval which gep-
arated her from the sympathy and
confidence of her old friends and ac-
quaintances,

“It is thy punishment,” said her
mother, “bear it bravely and patiently.
In o little while, it will be forgot.,” But
weeks went on, and the wounded men
slowly fought death away from theis
pillows, and Katherine did not recove,
the place in soclal estimation which
ghe had lost through the ungovernable
tempers of her lovers

But nothing 111 lasts forever: and In
three months Nell Semple was in his
office agaln, wan end worn with fever
and suffering, and wearing his sword
arm in a sling, but still  dectded!y
world-like and life-like, It was evs
dent that publie opinion wasg In a largs
measure with him, and thouzh In the
Middle Kirk the affair was sure to b
the subject of a reproof, and of a sus
pension of its highest privileges, yit
it was not difficult to feel the synm-
pathy often given to deeds publicy
censured, but privately admired. Jorls
remarked this spirit with a little ag-
tenfghment and dissent. He could npt
find in his heart any excuse for elther
Nell or Hyde; and, when the elder an-
lerged with scme acerbity upon the
requirements of honor among men,
Jeris offended him by replying:

“Well, then, elder, little I think of
that ‘honor' which runs not with the
laws of God and country.”

“Let me tell you, Joris, the ‘volee of
the people I8 the volee of God, in a
measure; and you may see with your
ain ¢'en that it malr that acquits Neil
o wrong-doing. Man, Joris! would
you punlsh a fair sword-fight wi’ the
hapgman?"

“A better way there is. In the
plllory | would stand these men of
honor, who of their own feelings think
more than of the law of God, A vary
quick end that nisymesy 52 Sut
to a custom cked and absurd.”

“Weel, Jorigl we'll hae no quarel
unent the quedtion. Here comes Nell,
and we'll IC(, the question fa' to the
ground, Tbure are wiser men than
cither you or [ on baith sldes.”

Joris mcdded gravely, and turned
to welcorie the young man. More
than ever he liked him; for, apart
from moral ard prudential reasons, 1t
was easy for the father to forgive an
vnreasonable love for his Katherine.
Also, b was now more anxious for &
marriage between Nell and hig dough-
ter. Ili was Indeed the best thing to
fully restore her to the social esteem
of her own people; for by making her
his wife, Nell would most emphatically
exonérate her from all blame In the
qunrrel. Just this far, and no farther,
hed Nell's three months' suffering
alded his sult,—ne had now the full
approval of Joris, bucked by the
wvelght of this soclal justification.

But, In spite of these advantages,
he was really much farther away from
Katherine, She had heard from Bram
the story of the challenge and the
fight; heard how pa_'genuly Hyde had
parried l‘g}‘l " o r than re-
turn it, defl N 80 passlonately
refused any satistaction less than his
Iife; heard, also, how even at the point
of death, fainting and falling, Hyde
had tried to protect her ribbon at his
breast. She never wearled of talking
with Bram on the subject; she thought
of 1t all day, dreamed of it all night.

And she knew mach more about it
than her parents or Joanna supposed.
Bram bad easily fallen into the habit
of calling at Cohen's to ask after his
patlent. At first he snw Mirlam often;
and, when he did, @ became a heay-

enly thing to DBram Van Heomsakick,
Ratheripe very soon suspected how
mautters stood with bher brother, and

» gratitude led her to talk with him

about the lovely Joweszs,

|

wxinsmgs_"”sm

Hut for some weoka after the duel i United States Takes Precautions
she could not bear to leave the house, |

It was only after both  men were

known to be recovering, that she ven

tured 1o kirk: and  her experionce
there was not one which tempted her
to try the streets and the stores, How
ever, no interest s o ving Interest in
a commuuity but politles; and far
more important events had now the
public attention, Durlpg the previous
March, the Stamp Act and the Quar
tering Act had passed both houses ol
Parllament; and Virginia and Massa
clivgetts, consclone of thelr dangeroys
character, had roused the fears of the
other Provinces; and a convention ol
thelr delegates was appointed to meet

durlng October in New York, It wae
this Important sesslon which  drew
Neil S8emple, with searcely  healed

wounds from his echamber. The streets
wore nolsy with hawkers crylng the
detested Acts, and crowded with
groups of stern-looking men discussing
them.

It was during this time of excite
ment that Katherine sald one morning
at breakfast, “"Bram, walt one minute
for me. 1 am golng to Kip's store for
my mother."

At the store, Bram left her, and aft
or selecting the goods her mother
needed, Katherine was going up Pear)
gireet, when she heard herselfl ecalled
it a famillar and urgent volee, Al
the same moment a door was flung
open; and Mrs. Gordon, running down
the few steps, put her hand upon the
girl's shoulder,

“Oh, my dear, this s a plece of good
fortune past belief! Come Into my
lodgings. Oh, Indeed you shall! 1
will have no excuse., Surcly you ows
Dick and me some reward after the
rangs we have suffered for yon"

She was leading Katherine Into the
housge as she spoke; and Katherine
had not the will, and therefore not the
power, to oppose her. She placed the
girl by Her glde on the sofa; she took
her hands, and, with a gennine grief
and love, told her all that “poor Dick’
had suffered and was still suffering for
Ler sake,

Katherine covered her face, and
sohbed with a hopelessness and aban
dion that equally fretted Mrs. Gordon,

“If 1 eonld only see Richard,—only
gec Him for one moment!”

“That is exactly what I am golng
to propose.  He will get better when
he has geen you. 1 will eall a conch
and we will go at once.”

“Alas! Go 1 dare not. My father and
my mother!"

“And Dick,—what of Dick, poor
Dick, who Is dylng for you?" She went
to the door and gave the order for a
coach., “Your lover, Katherine. Child
have you no heart?  Put on your bon
net agaln,  Here also are my vell and
cloak. No one wlll percelve that I
I you. It is the part of humanity, |
assure you. Do go much for a poor soul
who is at the grave's mouth,”

While thus alternately urging and
persuading Katherine, the conch came
the disguise was agsumed, and the twe
drove rapidly to the “Kiog's Armas.”
Hyde was Iying upon a couch whick
had been drawn close to the window
He was yet too weak to gtand, toc
weak to endure long the strain of com
pany or books or papers.

He heard his aunt's volee and foot
fall, and felt, as he always did, a vague
pleasure In her advent. Whatever o)
life came Into his chember of suffering
came through her. She brought him
dally such Intelligences as she thought
conducive to his recovery; and it musi
be acknowledged that it was not al
ways her “humor to be truthful,” Fom
Hyde had so craved news of Kather
foe, that she believed he would dis
vanting it; and she had therefors
fallen, without one consclentions
scruple, Into the reporter’s tempta
tion,—~inventing the things whick
ought to have taken place, and did
not,

(To be continued.)

THE EFFECTS OF LIGHTNING,

Compietely Strips Bark From Tree—
No Trace of Fire.

That much valuable knowledge a¢
to the effects of lightning may be
gained by a study of trees that have
been struck by it is maintalned by
many IEnglish  sgcientists, A tree
which stomd for many years on the
slde of a road a few miles from Wal
lingford, in England, was struck by
lghtning during a violeot storm &
short time ago and utterly destroyed
Mr. Percy E. Splelmann examined it g
few hours alterward and found that
the bark had been completely strip
ped off and flung to one side, and
that a large branch had also beer
torn away and splintered. He looked
for sgome token of fire but was unabls
to find any. He noticed, hdwever
that the inner surface of the bark
was marked longitudinally with thle
wavy lines, very close set, of which
the crests were about & quarter of ar
Inch apart. He took mseveral photo
graphs of the ruined tree and he re
gards them as most useful, since the)
show clearly the rending effect of
lightnlng on & Abrous tissue.

Sword of, Famous Leader Stolen.

The sword of the famous peasani
leader Stephen Fadinger, who In the
vear 1626 led the peasant revolt {r
Upper Austria, has been mysteriously
+Btolen from the Historical Art Coun
Mugeum, Vienna. The thief mus!
have been most daring, for very care
ful wateh Is always kept, and the
sword itself is & most cumbersoms
weapon. It Is supposed that it was
carried away under o great coat. Thy
sword has no intrinsle value, but ha
most Interesting assoclations.
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AS AID TO CONSUL BOWEN

Mensure Taken to Giunrd An

Toterraption of the Cable Conneots

Agninst

g Minlster Bowen With 1

Home Governmwent

The following cablegram was sent
Wednesday by the navy department to
Admiral Dewey, in commnnd of the
combined flecte,  addressed  to
Juan;

“Send compoetent ofcer specdily in
torpedo boat destrover o other vessel
to Carachs ns  asslstant to  Amerlcan
minlster. "™

The following cablegram was cont 1o
Commander Dichl, of the Marvietta, now
Iving at L.a Gualra

“Send Voo Dusen, execiitive ofDeer of
the Marlettn, as assistant to the Amer-
lean minister temporarily ™

The officer from Dewey's fleet will
relleve  Lieutenant Commander Van
Dusen, who i& only an hour distant
from Caracas, when he arrlves upon
the scene.  While no explanation |s
glven for the ahbove orders, It s he-
Heved that these mensures are being
taken to goard against an Interrmntion
on the cable connecting Mr. Bowen
with his home government

Sacretary Hay han ealiled to Ambas-
sndor Tower at Derlin, to ask the Ger-
man government to dellne for this
country exnitly what iz meant by a
“peaceful blockade”  The dispatel s
in the sueavest of diplomatic Inngunee,
but it was Insfstent that  Germany
should reply. This inguiry was deelded
upon at the cabinet meeting, where |t
was discngsed fuly,

Although It has not
into publle expression, this govern-
ment contends that there I8 no soeh
thing as a “peaceful blockade® 10
gtite of war doos not exist this pov-
ernment will contend w1 the proper
time that United Scates ships must be
allowed 10 pass

The test will come when the Ted
Line steamer Coracas arrives st la
Guayra probably next. Saturday, 1f
that ship goes through, as {t I8 ox-
pected 1t will, other ships for other no-
tions will also demand to go through
and the “peaceful blockade’ will be-
come a farce,

If Germany Ivsista on fts right to
blockade peaceably and refuses to let
Amerlean shipg throngh, then Admiral
Dewey's fleet will be sent to Veneznela
to convoy the Amerienn hips through
the German and English lines,

Admiral Dewey has heen told to keep
hig fleet together., The reason this
government mnkes this demand of
Germany is because it has In writing,
In black and white, the fullesgt siate-
ment of Germany’s Intentions In Ven-
ozueln. It has no such =tatement from
England. The diplomats of that conn-
try were shrewd enough to make only
a verbal statements of Intent,

The administration is walting Ger-
many's answer with some anxiety, The
gituation Is now more eritical than it
has been since the trouble began,

The Spanish minlster to Veneznela,
Senor Gaytan de Ayala, and the Bel-
glan charge d'affaires, M. Van Der
Hyde, have presented a joint letter to
the Venezuelan minlster of forelgn af-
fairs, In which they ask in case the
claims of other forelgn powers are pald
by Venezuela that the same treatment
given these powers be accorded Lo
Spain and Belgium.

Rumory are current in Brussels and
Copenhagen that Holland and Den-
mark are ahout to present thelr claims
to Venezuela for a settlement.

PHILIPPINE TARIFF

san

vel been pit

Defented by House After Having Heen

teported Upon Favornhly

The house ways and means commit-
tee authorized a favorable report of the
bl introduced by Representative
Cooper, chairman of the insular affairs
committee, amending the Philippine
tariff act so as to provide for a redue-
tion of the tariff on products of the
Philippinca coming into the nited
States to 20 per cent of the existing
schodules.  The Lill was defeated for
o third reading.

X-RAY DEPARTMENT

Chileago Creates Same to Prevent Fraund=
ulent Dumage Sults

The office of X-Ray expert and elec-
trical diagnostician of the law depart-
ment of Chicago hag been created, and
will be filled by Dr. H. Preston Pratt,
In hig tetter tendering the position to
Dr. Pratt, City Attorney John K. Owens
says: ““This office has heécome neces-
gary on account of numerous ulll:mm&l
at fraud through the evidence of X-Ray
and electrical so-called “experts” In
claims against the vty for personal
damages."

NO INAUGURAL BALL

Governor Elect J, H. Mickey Refoses to
Attend the Usosl Dance

There will be no Inaugural ball In
Lincoln this year, It has been declded
to drop the matter and glve Governor-
eloct Mickey a reception at the state
caplitol.

In this Governor S8avage and his staft
will participate, Complets arrange-
ments have not been made, but the
reception usually takes place in the
senate chamber.

Miss Mary Taylor, aged twenty, was
killed, and Abraham Ruskin mortally
wounded, while a score of passengers
recelved bruises in a trolly car col-
lision Wednesday morning in Bayonne,
The car became uncontrollable and on
rounding the curve at York street,
caught Misa Taylor nnawares, The
girl clung tenaciously to the front
bumper until the car, speeding along
crashed Into a car standing in the ter-
minal sheds, Miss Taylor was crushed
to death,

] I S,

ANXIOUS FOR PEACE

Veneruelans | rge Thele Prostdent te

Yol to Artlimt ton

Thurstday morninge viviees sgay that
it has been deoldod (hal the Venvzies
an diMeulty shall be arbiftested, and
the discusaion of terms of settloment s
now golng on

U'nited Sint Minivter Powen ine-
doubiedly will hé one of the arbitrie
Lors

The povernment fopr thnt voerelyve
measures will follow the establlahmont

f the blockade, which bocgme effcetive
today
The awakening of the Venesuelan

people to the prosent situation of thele
country Is necompaniod by feelings of
bitterness nmd sorrow. Their Moot has
been destroyed and their pride has
been deeply wonnded, bt they oire res
sined to secept the affvont whilch they
conglder has heen offercd them by the
allles

Miving the Inst ten days Prealdent
Castro. has acted with  extraordinary
energy. He has tennsformed the entire
conntey into a vast camp, having raised
more thean fort ythovsand men, whom
he has well armed, cquipped aud transs
ported from every divection to la
Guayra nnd Poevto Cabello, in the ex-
pectation that the allles wonld attempt
to land at one or both of these points,

But there has boen o change of fopl=
Ing, and the prominent men of Vene-
eln who were at one time ready Lo
lead the people In the defense of thely
country now conslder that justification
to take the men of the republle away
fro mthelr familles and thelr work
does not exiet. They have resolved
to discover o means (o bring about
arbitention, or at least trent with the
uwllies

The means sonpht in thought to lie
through the United Stater Yegation, and
satisfactory renults are on every hand
expecied to follow,

A member of the ministry gaid to the
correspondent of the Associntod Pross:

“The United States has not prevented
the allles from assalling us, but 1t has
obliged them to aceept onr terms.*

The Bockade of La Qoayea, notifiea-
thon of which In the namen of Great
Heitaln and Germany  was  communl=
cated to the Venezoelan government
Docember 13 went into offect Wodnos-
dny,  The order unplies to Venezielan
versels only

LOSES ALL CHILDREN

Gine Tnnk Explodes wnd Six of One Fame-
Hy Willed Tostantly

A Fort Lee. N1, Dee, 17, dispatch
says: By the explosion of & gas tank
the reslilence of John Pugughll whs de-
molished, hig wix children wore (ne
stantly Lilled, and his wife so badly In-
fured that her recovery 1s despalred of.
The mother wos found two hundred
feet from where the explosion took
place, her vight arm almost torn frok
her body. 4

Just returned from school, the child-
ren were at the lunch table when the
explosion oceurred,  The father waa
away from home, The roof and sides
of the house were hlown out,

An adjoining cotinge was alpo par=
tially destroyed. The debris |

The

dead woere badly charred.,

the elder daughter, Clarinda, 4]
years, who was Hlllil"l!“‘ll 10 h.' gone
to New York, was found last niglht In

the rulns of the home

PLAN TO COMBINE

Kunsas and Nebruskn Farme'rs Soon to

Meet In Linecol

The Farmers' Co-op ’uuw- Grain
and Live Btock association s to be the
foundation of & new adsociation to be
known as the Farmvers' Co-operative
Shipping association, which will have
a capital of $200, and which Intends
to own and controlds line of grain ole-
vators In Kankas, it ¢braska and Okla-
homa, #ays i Toim\. Kan., special of
Thursidny

A meeting witdl be held at Tdncoln,
Neh., Januavy 22, for the purpose of
advancing the movement in Nebraska,

The farmerg’ graln assoclation at
Denediet, Ngb,, the association at
Thayver, Neb., and at  Shelby, Neb,
have signifiedl their fntention of tak-
ing stock in' the new assoclation and
tliey will Le/ the basis of the movement
in that statq.

The arsocfatlon cxpects to start with
thirty elevahors in Kansas, fifteen in
Oklahoma ank ten In Nebraska.

ternntional Copyright

Minlster Sthorer, at Madrid, hag ad-
vised the simic department by cable
that the recipfocal agreement between
the United States and Spain for the in-
ternational copyright. of 1895 has been
restored to full offoct by the inter-
change of diplomatic notes, The terms
of the proclamation which was issued
by Presldent Cleveland in 1895, lasted
during the war with Spaln,

Restore

Trealy Sent to Nenate

The president sent to the sennte
Wednesday the reciprocity ,trealy re-
contly negotiated hetween the United
Qtates and Cuba. The treaty was re-
celved by the senate In executive (es-
glon and was referred to the committea
on forelgn relajlons without hering
read, It is stated-that the treaty does
not concern the disposition of the Is)e
of Ping

felze Liguor

Collector Cruzen at San Juan, Porto
Rico, seized several hundred cases of
liquor which had been brought from
8t. Thomas on board the United Btates
lighthouse tender Laurel. It is report-
ed that certain army and navy officers
as well as some prominent citizens of
fan Juan, are implicated in the matter.

Claude Holley, aged thirty-five, de-
spondent because he had falled to win
the love of Prudie Hines, ended his
life near Grand Tower, 111, his home,
He left a letter explaining why be
killed himself.

A small wreck occurred on the Bur-
lington at Plattsmouth, Neb., While
freight traln No. 76 was going through
the cut towards the blg bridge three
of the cars jumped the track, One of
the cars was s0 badly damaged that It
had to be unloaded and sent to the
shops for repairs. All the cars were
loaded with cattle, but the stock was
not Injured. The wreck blocked the

main line for several hours,

| parish priest.

NOT PINING FOR 11 \TR

BALD-HEADED MAN SATISFIED
WITH HIS FATE.

Tired of Silly Jokes Constantly Mida
at Mis Expense, Mr. Billikins Shows
How the Good Things of Life Grayi
tate to Him Naturally.

“I'm metting slek and tired of the
hald jests at my expense,” announcod
Billiking, ag he settled himself back p
his chalr near the window,

A ho spoke the Hghts were reflectad
brightly on hig shlny pate. The e

minations seemed more brillinnt be
canse of his presence.
“1 ean't enter this elnly but  that

smilling 1diot, Smithhy, comes up and
SAYS!

U1 gay, old man, you know what the
Bible says about every halr o your
head being numbered?  ‘Then yours
muet all be back numbers,  Ha, ha,
ha!’

“As #oon as | come to after Smith.
by's brainthrob 1 go to the washroom,
where, ke as not, 1 find Jonesly, He's
pretty sure (o come up with some
worm-eaten bon mot about my comb-
ing my halr with a towel,

“On my way upstairs 1 ‘'most alwayas

grown smile, which he unses on the
good things that he keeps to himeelf.

“*Ah, Billlking,' sayn Snodgrass, ‘I
thought you were coming this way.
You look so much allke that 1 can
never tell which way you're golng uus
til 1 gee your features.'

“Yon've all heard that juvenile bit
of pleasantry about the little oy who
wanted his hair ent Bke grandpa's—
with a round hole In the n¥ddie, That
always brings me vislous of Timpson.
He relleves himself of It dally in the
bitllard room.

“Jackson isn’t so bad, e usnally
puts some lttle mental pearl of this
sort on the market:

“INever mind what they tell you,
Billikins; Just you bear in mind that
most great men are born ball' Jack:
son has more gense than he knows
of.

“As 1 sald, thongh, I'm sick and
tired of 1t all, and now that I've got '
you all here I'm golng to state my po-
aitlon clearly :

“I'm bald, and I'm glad of It. It's &
slgn of intelleot and distinction to be
bald. Think of all the pauhandlers,
handbaggers and cutthroats that you
know of. Ie there a bald head among
‘wm?  Most certainly wat.

“On the other hand, comsider (he
stntcamen, lawyers, doctors ana men
of learning you've seen, Every othe
one of ‘'em’s & shiny top.

“Look at the hairy men of ancient
times. They all went wrong In some
way or other. Esau sold his birthright
for a mess of pottage, and Delllah

meet Snodgrass, Bnodgrass has an ins / M

“Nfir 1" "Mr. Ticket Seller gives one
JKlahice at my naked thought-dome,
sees that I'm eligible for the bald-
headed row and knows | woa't be sat-
Isfled with anything else.

“Then, ukain, | never have any
ble about my halr falling out.
from what | can eece, the fallingg out
of the halr causes most men re
worry than fallings-out with thelr fam-
Hies. .

“When 1 go to gel shaved the bar-
her can’t talk me into having a sham-
poo when I don't want it, And gven if
the inclination were mine, which,
thank heavens, Is lsn't, I couldn't pos-
sibly go round with my head covered
with halr oll cod smelling ke & musk
factory.—New York Sun,

The American Girl's Charm.

In an article on “American Women
and Awmerican Men” in the December
Smart Set, the Viecomte de Saoto
Thyrso writes:

“What makes the American girl a
most attractive belng s her self-con-
fidence, amiability and good temper.

“To tell the truth I have never met
an Amerlcan girl of twenty who did
not conslder herselfl fascinating; this
Is self-confldence; and for a woman to
believe she s beautiful is bhalf-way to
reveal beauty, In the first place, a
plain woman, who is aware of her
p!ainness I8 unhappy. Man Is a sel-
fish animal, and, despite what novels
say about gad women and the power
of tears, unhappiness Is ag repellant
1o o healthy mind as dlscase to a
healthy body. Then, the consclous
plain woman gives up every thought
of pleasing, and, therefore she does
nothing to make herself atiractlve.
She does not dress in a becoming
way, she does not smile, she does not
try to be attractive. S8She becomes

sour or dull, or both,"” ’

Some Clever Bon Mots.

Of the bon mots of the Grecks not
many very brilllant ones have come
down to us, says the Saturday Even-
Ing Post, A happy saying,of SBocrates
Is reported regarding sculpture and
education: 1 wonder that men should
glve so much to turn a stone: Into &
man, and so little to prevent & man
turning into a stone.” What could be
more pertinent or pithy than the re-
joinder of Lysander to a citizen of
Megara, who, at & eommon council of
Greek states, was “talking big" and
laying down a policy with an authorl-
tative alr: “Your words want a city.”

The ecynical tub-phllosopher, Dioge-
nes, gave utterance to some rasping

sarcasms. Seelng a number of per-
song firing at a mark, he placed him-
aelt directly before It, saying that it
was the safest place. Going by a house
over the door of which was Inseribed,
“Let nothing evil enter here!"™ he
asked, "How then tan the owner get
In?"
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