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VEADLIEST OF REPTILES.

fompured with 1he For-de Lancs
Hatt'eor ls 8 Owmiloman

The most deadly snake in the world
ta Lhe fer-de-lanes Comparatively lt-
tle & known of the venomous reptile
onurside of the Franch Weant Indias Is-
tands of Martinigue, Ouadaloupe ana
the British possessions of Jaint Lacia
Marllnlque s espsially unfortgnats
N possssaing them In largs aumbers
Fhe natives, taoght by dsar experi-
‘“mew, reagard it with desply rooted ha-
tied and fear, and rightly, 2on, for it
‘an b truthfully said o relgn su-
preme  In the forssts and Lywaya,
Attimes being found on the wore fra-
finented paths and roads, byt rarely
vinluring into the cities or towns

There are about elght varietles, the
wimt commen belag of & grayish black,
and by Its eolor, w0 resembling the un-
Aevbrush and stumps, & scarcely dia-
tinguishable at tmes The head, as
the name Implies, s lance shape, fat,
with reddish eyes, chang=abls like an
pal, which become very Lright at
whght and can be sesn for some dis
tance away flashing out Aeflance at an
Intiuder, whether man or lwas)

iis Jength rarely excesds fve leet,
body the slza of & man's arm,
pencll thickness an im-
some people, Quite nnlike
“of the linited States,
him justice, is & gentleman
Lo the “fer-de-lance,” this
& gives wurning, bul at
spproachad lmcomes Lthe
, Qulckly gets into Lattle ar-
ray, darting forward it triangular
heud with ligbtolng-like rapldity—so
quickly, In fact, that the human eye
eap searcely follow the movements, |
and wee 40 the unlucrky mortal or sni-

g

sunl hat 1t strikes

It Is almost certaln death. and If the
services of a physician cannt bhe se-
tured within an exceedingly short
lime the venom does its Jeadls work,
causing the flesh to spot. after which
comen —~death. If the strike has been
made upon & vein or an artery there
s absolutely no chance for life unless
the Umb be amputated at ooce. and
often then It |s too late, a4 the vénom
has gained 100 much headway through
the blood system to be cheeked ar the
vietim succumbsa to the herole treat-
ment. .

Rivers and (ommerce.

In & recent Issne the New York
Marine Journal remarks that “the
present century seems  destined 10

bring the steamboat as & means of
transportation (o an equality with the
rallroad train.” Thal paper says that
greal as Is the volume of trafec on the
lakes a greater business Is conducted
un American rivers, amounting to 108 -
000,000 tons a year, sxclusive of boals
plylug on the arms of the ocean Inland.
At least balf of the interior commerce
of the United HStates Is transacted by
boats. Though almost every naviga-
ble river in this country s paralleled
by & rallway the business for both in-
creanes. The two great systems of -
land waterways in the Unlted States,
the Maripe Journal remarks, are the
great lakes and the valley of the Mis-
sisslppl, and of the two the latter Is
foremont.

Languags of Apes

The Bushmen, or low-grade Hottey-
tots, on the plains of South Africa
have a language which has been prov.
ed by Garnler to be & close approxima-
ton to that of the higher apes, [t
consists of hissing, clickiog und grunt.
ing sounds
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| HOW LEDFORD MADE LOVE
10: the fcor Shooting ap the mirtor
'or smasking lights were beneath bis
| dignity

fouth of Wichita ia an unexplored
region was the rendegvous of the Led-
{tord bandits. After robbing stags
toackes until they almost quit carry-

Killef w3 withone sSsgoisg s melcad
Bim pevolver Then e made for the
Whawounr! rer sad ]

——

i emplified in Chicago

Ag monsy Jac ined 1
g 7. Jack orgasn s band d' blpeds of Chicago. the teacher points

| horsethieves and acted as jeader. The
| mae who owned a valuable horse could
net keep It long after Ladford's band
| learned where he stabled The gang
| rode fine Kentucky-bred horses and
lived on the far of the land. as it were,
The surrcunding country was then in
such a wild state that the gang felt
perrfectly safe In visiting Wichita
whenever they chose. Horse sziealing
was ot consldersd such a2 crime ia
those dars

Ledford's lave-Making.

At that time in Wichita a German
doetor named Vigus owned (he leading
{ hotel. He was also the father of a
pretiy girl, named Agnes She was a
buzow lass, with a wealth of long
; brown bair, a full face, and sunny bloe
| eyes. She f(#ll In love with Ledford,

“the bandit king,” as he was pleased 0
| 8tyle himsell

The Hotel Vigus was the scene of
| many gay revelries, the dancing lasting
| until daylight. Ledford was a star fg-
| ure at these dances, and he made no at-
| tempt to conceal his love for the little
| Germau girl. Her [ather was furious,
| but it could not be stopped. One day
{ the girl was by prearrangement stand-
| ing in front of her father's hotel, when
| Ladford came riding down Douglas
| avenue like the wind. He dr>w  pear

the platforin, bul did not stop. As he
reached the girl he swung partially
| trom his saddle, caught her around the
| walst and ralsed her into the saddle.
For half an hour they galloped about
town, she gitting on the great Ken-
tucky horse In frout of her sweetheart,
the picture of contentment and happl-
ness. After they had enjoyed them-
selves o thelr own notion he roge by
agaln and sat her lightly on the plat-
form. This was what he called buggy
riding

The old German objecied to it bat
his daughter insisted on standing near
the sidewalk on certaln days. Onece
when Ladford came riding down to
his sweetheart he found her on the
walk, but back of her was the father
with & shotgun drawn and ready for
action.

“If you take her [ shoot,” he yealled,

“Well, old man. you'll have to
shoot,” Ledford reached down and
grabbed the girl from the arms of her
futher, an It were, and they took thelr
ride as though nothing had occurred.

In a fight hetween a stage coach
driver and Ledford lu 1870 the latter
was Injored. He was taken to the ren-
desvous, and & doctor was kidnapped
from Wichita, blindfolded, and taken
In a roundabont way to the ontlaw
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Cape. Harger of Comgasy B Stk
Unized 3caces Infansry, with a3 full?
guits of men came o Wichita oawe

mersiag s Jaly. 1671 They fonnd Jack
2 aroom playiayg Sillasds Hs wus or-
dered o come out. Lat refaged Flaally
ous soldier slipged in the reqr of the
room and shot Rim s the Sawk This
saraged the dghtsr and be ran out lato
the street. fdghting with two pistols
He killed four of them bhefore he wis
disabied. When removed 10 the Bote]
be iaquired bow maay Be had killed
In a few days Ladford died On his re-
volver butts were found 32  tacks,
which bis Intimats friends said. indi-
cated that he killed that samber of
mer

A NEW SYSTEM.

Deogidadiy Interesting. as Jis Werniagy
Are Fasmpiified in (hirage '

The Speers system of lmparting us--
ful knowledge to the young as ex-
i* pot & sove] |
one. With modifications. it s the
same syatem used o training perform-
ing monkeys and dogs. The learned
plg g=ts his sducation by the Speers
method and s0 the system. may justly |
clalm 1o b= well groundsad In the
Speers system as prepared (or the lutle

out on the Speers chart the word
“hop.” Then the teacher hops and
the chlldren hop. The next word is
“akip,” and the tencher skips and the
children skip. 1f the next word is'
“grin.” they all grin. If it i= “wink,~
they all wink. It is fun as well as
profit. you see—especially for the
teacher. When It reaches “flip-Bap”
and “‘summersaull’ it becomes more
80. “What is that word. George?”
says the fond Chicago father to his

bright off-spring. “Pronounce #t for
me, daddy.” wmays the bright off-
spring. "Reverse” replied daddy. |

“Ah, I know,” cries Master George, and
at once stands on his head. It certaln- |
Iy Is a nice system.—Pennsylvania

| Grit.

Boutuchy the Homes of Feads

Nowhere & the fued so common. so
old, so persistent. so deadly, as in the
Kentucky mountains. Nowhere elss
Is there such organization, such dl-
vision of enm!ty to the limit of kin-
ship. About thirty-five years ago twn
Boys wer= playing marbles in the
road along the Cumberland river—
dowp in the Kentucky mountains. One
had a patch on his  (rousera. The |
other boy mmde fun of it. and the boy |
with the pateh went home and told his |
father. Thirty years of local war was |
the resnit. The

factioms fought on
after they had forgotten why they
had fought at all. While organized |
warfare I8 now over, an occasional
fight yet comes over the patch on
those trousers and & maa or two Is
killed. A county as big as Rhode Is-
land = still Litterly divided on 1%
subject i

The fouth §s Waking Up
England in the sixteenth century felt |
the first declded movings on the same |
impulse that now throbs from Virginla
to Texss. She went Into the critical |
period a third rate, or, it is more ac-
curate to say, a fourth-rate power; she
came out an acknowledged leader
among nations, with a primacy the
strength and duration of which no one
now hesitates to attribute In great part
to the commercial ascendancy me-
quired through her immense manufac-
turing interests. Few will dispute the
claim th@t when the subjects of Kllza-
beth ceased to send thelr fleeces to be
woven to Flanders and dyed in Flor-
ence they had worked out an achleve-
ment of better worth and more notable
resulta than when they defeated Phil-
Ip's armada.—Munton's Muegazine

(s mistress who had tended it from

| young.

1l'atlmllll“. und even MOt conld e estl.

A MEXICAN OVEN. |

AN OBJECT THAT I8 EXCRED-
INGLY USEBUL.

1t Clemely Shaws Ons of 1he Daadvan: |

Sagen of Whali We Befinre in e the
HWighar Crvighen ion- Tua Fond o Mo'
wary Weil Canvued

— i m—

iTrinidad, Col, lrtter)

The qgure-.lonking objeet |llastrated
In thls artiele s aot & But nor & cala-
Bonge. But an uiote cvem soch as 8
mmoaly sen la Mezlen and in our
own bMvder states This partioniar
aven n ous of many similes ts [t In
El Maoro, Coi. aesr Trinkisd and it Is
awed by several familive fov all of thet-
hadlng

While the bread mouts oad pies are
befag prepacwd. the oven i flled wita
woned wiich v set o e, Saz Larne
Tery sinwly s the Jole sear the o
e de swrage of tam amokas B bat |
smadl and chers o dethe deaft as the
nae w cosed s Sghtly e pomsibie
Whsn v s thuruughly Beussd the fre
w madel anr the Sead pat fn quickly
wit tw doov sllar ap again

The bmaing e said W e very oven '
snd adwaps sure so the patives have
dme regann for ollaging to this, the |

methoal of their Ascestiors, or rlth!'r'
Enruatrewmes and [t muay be dope with |
Tkl o Ty

Tie word sdobte s pronounced by

theay » wnply “debe” the “a” being
fougpedt «acirely. It s also self-ex- |
plamaccry measiax “wun dried.” This |
Ykt vy » used for making houses |
el v well smited to that sun
el cunmesy %o they are as cool |
g A tluwse it of stone, and, of
Arse Jow el cLsaper Another
Sirtaancs TLag w that adobe housss
A guimiey wEm I it wok  six !
DOatYs 35 Jat owe op | femr the half-
Srweefs woalf geefer to go without. |
Yor e mbodears & not wilhm:t|
SO AZsTRee [0 IDe MUMIDSTR APe Very |
sy At tretuuaaly bot besides, one
Mieg sees commodioas, well-fnished
vlnde dousws vize-rovered and every
WT Me atiraetice as the ordinary brick
R AT

Both Bousss and ovens lait for gev-

——

A MEXICAN OVEN

eral genemations I the latter should
burn out !z spats all that the owner |
has to do is to patet up the hole with
fresh clay. and bourrow her nelghbor's
oven for ome baking whi'e it dries
Watching this simple mode of life, one
is foreed to admit that civilzation has
its disadvantages

e ——

Asimals Shed Tears
That animals shed tears |5 now fair-
ly well established. Lady Burton says |
she has seen horses in the Syrian des- |
ert cry from thirst. & mule ery from |
the pain of an injorsd foot, and camels |
shed tears In streams, A cow. sold by |

birth, wept pizifully. A young soke ape
used to cry of vexatlon if Livingstone |
dldn’t nurse it W his arms when it

' asked him to. Wouuded apes huve died

erying. and apes have wept over Lhu-iri
young ones slaim by hunters, A ehim-
panzes trained to carry water jugs |
broke one, and feel a-crving, which
proved soirow, though it wouldn't |
mend the jug. Rats.  discovering a
vonng one drowned, have been moved
to tears of grief. A giraffe which n !
huntaman’s rifle had injured began to
ery. Bea Hons weep for the loss of thely
Gordon Cummings obgerved |
tears trickling from the eves of o dying
elephant. And even an orang-outang,
when deprived of it mango. was o |
vexad that it took to erying. There can
be ltthe doubt, therefore, that antmals
do weep from griel, or pain, ov an-

noyvanee .
Bea Dikes af-ihe Nethorian s,
There ure At present  abont 1000

miles of sen dikes In the Nethorlands.
The total lenpth of dikes g diMentt o !

mated would mean but litgls, for it
must W remembored that (the  dikes |
have for the most part In the conrse

|ul’ !ll‘l.ll‘ bheen destroyml reballt re. |

peatedly. It hax not bwen s much o
guestion of bullling them us it Im-.'|
been of maintaining them an heoplng
them where they were,  Hesliles pro- |
tecting the country from the Invaslons |
of both fresl and salt waters, the dikes |
have served to recinlm no less than |

210,000 pcres
goud, fertile

nearly all of whileh are

fangt
- |
Yun'ifleatli e of sy Capinl o

On some ol the forelen sltewmnhip
lines the captalng wie naval oMeors,
ana, In cuse of war, wolld reipin thely
commands. On the German steamors the |
offloers must Arst aerve w yenr op s |
In the navel reserve. On the Fronch |
line each member of the crew st |
serve n tme on a vessel of wir, On the
majority of ships. howevior, the oMosr s
are men of the sen. who have fongh
thelr way up, step by step, entively by
merit, and not &t all by favor, On the
Ameriean line, evon after o wun his
reached the runk of captuin, he must
pass & rigld exnminntlon  cvery  fiye
vears, - Colller's Weeky

 drink himse!f into

| and Trittle indnesd

| muscles of the chest.

THE ’_O'Ll! BRAR.

The eharnctar of tha poisrs bhear s
8 corious mizturs of sywardles 354

| daring, for It will By at the sighy o

man, bat will often come clons up o
the huta and somsatines syen try 1,
enter tham,

When met with In the waler Loy »
ars killed with harpoons O3 recaiy
iag the first wound, the abims] g te 5
Wrad roars, selzes the weagem with b4
teath, pulls 1t omt of the Injured par:
and hurls It far away Somstimey
but by no means lsvariably, 1t =)
torn upon ita arsallant. Quick 5 it re
ceiven, another spear or bicd arrow
from a second kayak man, againa:
whom it turns after treating hls weap.
o In the same manoer, and s
times breaking it. and in t™his way the
struggle Is continued untll the bear s
overcome. The most Impariant pee
cantionary rale which the hunters
have to obaerve la, when daring the
fight the animal han dived, to kesp &
sharp lockout down into the warter

In  order that it may not
come up unawares right under the
kayak. Ita white gleam ran alwavg e

seen when it approachss th: snrfa e
and there Is time to g=t away i It 4
eoming too near. When 4 Lsar (4 en.
coantered n the water, or am'd soms=.
what scattered les its capture (3 con
#ldered a certalnty for although an
excellent swimmer, it cannol get away
from a kayak. 1n the northern ¢ . lo-
niss whera they are seldom sesn ns
Greenlanders appear to be afraid

them, but such is far from belig the

| case In the Jullanshaal district, where

in the water, at any rate they are on-
sldered much less dangerons than “he
walrus or the hooded seal.

BOUCHT FOR $200,000.

Interetting History of Seustor
tireat Copper Mias

Like all rich mines, the [nie!

Verde, the greatest copper mine .o the

Clorkw

! world and which is owned Ly S-nator

W. A Clark of Montans. has an n-
teresting  history. Clark bouzht ae
mine, which now earns §12000 0w 4
| year profits, from two womea (or
$200,000. This was the way it canus
about. Two ranchers In the Ver'ls

valley located the property. They soll
out for §10.000 to Willtam Marray an!
former Gov. Trittle of Arizona. On-
of the ranchers promptly proceaded to
delirinm tremens
with his share of the monesy. Marray
two New Yory
women of indepsndent fortane to back
them to the extent of §200.000 in the
development of the mine. This moa+y
was nearly all spent and the prospects
were blue when the miners struck a
pocket of silver ore that pald $x0.000

Murray died and Trittle fafled to gt
any more profit out of the mine. [t
was abandoned for several Yyears
Clark with his foreman came down
froa Montana looking for minin:
property. They saw the Verde liked
it, went to New York, found the wom-
en only too glad to sell their stock for
its face value and got possession
Clark proceeded to develop the min:

 scientifically and soon found that h-

was “right on the ore ~hute,™ as mif-
ers say. Then he built a hundred-tan
smeiter and set about taking out the
ore that has made him the coppr
king of the world. There ars about
3000 shares of stock 'm the mining
company and Senator Clark owns then
all

Readiar Aload I+ Heunefieinl

Reading aloud Is recommended by
physiclans as a benefit 10 persons ai-
fected with any chest complaint. Tio

 reommendation is made because in a'l

cases of lung trouble it Is important
for the sufferer to indulge in exercise

|. by which the chest is in part filled by

and emptied of aly, for the exercise {;
strengthening to the throat, luag= and
Reading aloud
can be practiced by all and besldes
being a curative act can be a pleasure
and profit to both reader and héarers.
In this treatment it is recommende!

| that an overdose of m~dicine be avoid-
| &d that the reading be delit

rate, witl-
ont being allowed to dragz. that th
enunclation be clear, the body be held

Lin an easy, unstrainsd, upright pos!

tlon, so that the chest shall have fres

play, and that the breathing bs natursl
L uid as deep as poasihle, witasur u.dn
l‘ﬂ"ll'l.
Tadian ¢ h'l's 02 bues
Whitehoy, an Indian of a trib» in

Wisvonsin, who was faared to have
peen fonlly dealt with, hes tamnad 1o
In Nebreska, hwir to a large manca
Thers i5 u bitter fend between Chief
Whiteloy and the Waunkon brothers of
the same tilbe, enlivened recent’s b o

love romance, and It was fear ! taat
he had gotien fato mors troul!: with
the brothers. When the Unit 4 States

sottlod with some of the ludiang in

' Nebrasknyearsogo, Whilte o)'s p re: ts

ook a large tract of lamd in Nebrasia,
where they have sluce grown wealthy.
Noth died  recently. and  Whiteboy
wisned to acquire his new richos une
known to his enemies

Biitle Ming's Misle tivart,

he lttle king of Spaln s guardeld
every nlght by a bdy of plek d men,
Who ure natives of Eaplnosa, and hava
soryed with distinetion In the army.
It Is by them the gates are locked at
midnight and  with ceremonious sol-
ity reopened at 7 o'eclock In the
morming  Bhould one of this guard
prove false to the person of his sov
erelgn Spanish falth in Spanish lovaliy
would Me as if by lightning stroke and
pomething vory dreadtul wenld Lappen
to the traltor. It s a CUrious cus on
of yery anclent tradition, wh'etr ths

Wieen vegont has not been s rey 1o
malnmin




