- The Religion of China. |

Buddhism 18 the principal l'r'llahmni
faith of the Chinese, Long as 1I|!u|
religlon has existed, It I8 lttle under-
ool by Amerleans,  Its  founder,
Huddha, was born 623 yoars before the
Christlan era,  His theory of  deity
embraced a trinity, known as  the
Three Preclous Onos, The moral code
of the religlon coninins ten prohibi-
fiona- killing, stending, lying, selling
wine, charging Interest on  loans,
speaking falso of others, self-pralse
wnd back-biting, parsimony and scof-
fng, uncorrected anger and reviling
the Three Preclous Ones,

The Buddhist chureh in Thibet has
ita pope, its cardinals, fta  bishops,
priests and nuns, exactly as has the
Roman Catholle chureh. And more,
it has Infant baptism, confirmation,
candlen, sacred water and procegsions

The teachings of Buddbn were re-
doced to writing 93 B, C. The entire
canon of the falth was complled 'n
A D400, In thia Buddha 18 deseribed
ma coming from heaven, belng vorn of
s virgin, welcomed by angels, re-
colved by an old saint, presented In a
temple, baptized with water und later
by tire. He is deseribed ns astonishe
g the doctors with hls understand-
ing, was later led Into o wilderness,
where he was tempted by the devil,
and thereafter he went about dolng
wonders and preaching. He was a
frlend to the poor,

It seems doubiful when Buddhlam
wan introduced Into China, It I8 re-
corded, however, that In the year 63
A D the emperor, Han-Ming-T1, had
A vision wherein he saw a great gold-
an Image around whose hend was n
halo, and 1L was belleved it moant
truth. The emperor's brother, Prines
Tau, having heard of Buddhism from
India, sald the vislon was nothing but
the great Buddha, A misslon was sent
torth, which returned after some yours,
bringing back a wooden Image, a
counterpgrt of the golden one, one
book and a Hindu priest.

The great temple at Pekin, ealled
the Yung-Ho-Kung, or the Lama
temple, 18 0 Mongol Buddhist monas-
tery, In which there are some 1,200
acting priests. Here the dogmas of
Buddhism are taught under the con-
trol of a Gagan, or living Buddha,

The studies comprise o course of In-
struction In metaphysies, ascetle du-
ties, astrology and medielne,

Many Chinese are Confucians. These
follow the teachings of Confucluf,
which are the worship of ancestors,
One of the provisions of this creed |s
that no son shall live more expensive-
Iy than his father or mother,

Chineas Deltles,

Contrary to general supposition, the
deitios of the Chinese are not mythi-
oal Fach of them s supposed to be
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patterned after and to embody  the
noble traits of some man who has
lived In the past,  Confuclanism s
now well understood, and both Bud-
dhlsm and Taolsm have Leen so thor-
oughly explored that it is hard to be-
lleve that anything of Importance res
Inting thersto Is to be discoverod At
least one more book upon this tople,
however, remains (o be complled

namely, a Chinese mythological die-
tionary. Buch a work should contaln
an account of all the principal divinl-
ties actually worshiped by the Chinese,
with authentle detalls of such us are
historical, together with a record of
the steps by which many of them have
been promoted o the Chinese pan-
theon, until, ke Kuan-Ti, the god of
war, from very humble beginnings
they have become “adjuvant of
heaven.” The number of these divin-
Itles 18 very large and (neludes many
that have been continuously worshiped
for over 1,000 years, Whether the
Chinese have ever at gny time in thelr
long history had perception or con-
ception of one true God, “Father and
Creator of ull things," Is a question
that has been long and learnedly dis-
cussed by scholavly students of thelr
classienl writings, 1t fs still an open
question, Hut there 18 no dowht ut all
that for many centurles pust they huve
worghiped the sun, the moon, the
stars and o host of ancestral deltles,

All the gods of Ching may be said to |

have been dead men, anid, by the right
of ancestral workhip, it may be
affirmed thad In o sense all the dead
men of Ching are gods, Temples are

constantly erected, by the consent of |

the emperor, to men who, while living,
have In varions ways distingnished
themselves, It I8 impossible to  say
that any one of these men may not, in
the slow evolution of ages, rise to the
highest place among the national di-
vinities, There can, therefore, be no
doubt whatever that as u nation the
Chinese are polythelstic,

Chiness Superstition,

Similar in some respects 1o the cele-
bratlon of Christmas in Clristinn
countries I8 the observapce of the
devil’s birthday In China, On this an-
niversary many costly gifts are lald
upon the altar of the evil one. There
are many other superstitions current,
In sending the Kitchen god to heaven
every year, the Chinese honsekeeper
has to burn it and let the fumes as-
vend, It reports on the gooid deeds of
the family for the year and brings
good luck., Before burning it the
housewife dips her finger in a jar of
molasses and smears the upper and
lower lip of the ldol, so that when he
arrlves at the pearly city he may tell
a sweet tale on the family and thus in-
sure benedictions, A
gambling, will cover the eves of the
Idol until the card playing is through.

family, when |

' A woman in Luhoh city went to the
| temple to pray for the recovery of her
gon from smallpox. He recovered, but
was murked with the effecty of the dl-
sease.  She returned to the temple in
nogreat rage, put a coll of rope around
the ldol's neck and soused [t several
times In the river, saying: “U'l teach
you to lose your henign influonce, you
rasenl”

Cesslons to Forelgn Poweras.

Each conflict in which China has en-
gaged has resulted in a loss of terpi-
tory. The principal cesslons made by
the Mongol government as the price of
peace have been the following: T'he
iuland of Formosa was ceded (o Japan
in 180G, after the war with China, In
IRNT Germany selzed the port of Kion-
Chou on the east const of the Shan-
tung peninsula, her excuse for so doing
belng a4 massnere  of  misslonaries
which had taken place there. Two
months later she recelved from Chlnn
a ninety-nine year lease of the port
and district. In 1898 Russia obtalned
from China a twenty-five-year
of Port Arthur, Tallenwan and their
adjacent terrftorles and  waters., The
lease can be  extended by  mutual
ugreement.  The same year the Chl-
nege government gave permission for
Great Britaln to oceupy Wel-Hai-Wel
for as long a period as Russia ghall
hold Port  Arthur. To
France for the concesslons given to
Greal Britain and Russia & nluety-
nine-year lease was glven hey of the
bay of Kwang-Chan-Wan, on the
const aopposite the island of Halnan,
| and last year two iglande at the en-
trance of the bay were definitely ol
to her. Hong-Kong was  c¢eded o
| Great Britain in 1841,

I se

The thilnese Trenls,
The treaty  between the Unlted
States and China negotinted In 1858

the Chinese government should guar-
antee protection to the American min-
Ister in big Journeys to and from Pe-
kin, and should protect him mad his
sulte while in Pekin,  The treaty of

| and
|

Aunson Burlingame,
the protection of

proyides for
American citlzens,
American  property, and  Amerlean
trade. In article 1 It Is declured:
“Nothing In this article shall bo con-
strued to prevent the United  States
from resisting un.attack by any hostile
power or party npon their eitizens or
thelr property,”

Cechnical Graining.
One of the best testimonials to the
| value of technical training us fiting
A young man to become a snccessful
wage-earner immediately s found in
{ the report of the Georgin School of
l'l“t-t'hlmlug}'. The school, whivh

| grades
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Atlanta, was established In December,
1807, The leglelature appropriated $10,«
000 on condition that friends of the
school would add $10,000 more. This
was easlly ralsad, ond In 1898 about
$20,000 worth of machinery and $13,600
of materlal was glven It. The textile
department, which is sald to be one of
the best in the country, was a new fen-
ture of education in Georgia, and one
that became popular at once. Instruce
tion Is given In manufacture of all
of cotton goods, in manual
training, chemistry, dyeing, deslgn-
ing, and engineering. The report of
the Institution stutes that of the nine-
ty-four living graduates all but nine
are employed In pursuits for which
they have been fitted by their tralning
at the school. They are mechanical
englneers, superintendents  of cotton

{ millg, In machine shops, chemieal fac-

tories, oil mills, and other establigh-
ments of the same kind, nearly all be-
ing in positions of authority and com-
manding good wages. No better evi-
dence of the practical value of practls
cal tralning could be asked than thig
The Lute Senaror Gear.

The late Senator Gear was one of
the most familiar figures at the capis
tal, having been & member of the it
tieth, Fifty-First and Fifty-Second

| Congress, and a senator for the last

compensite |

and proclulmed In 1860 provided that |

1868, negotiated by Willinm HeSeward |

| Senate he

glx years. He was re-elected to the
senate by the lowa leglslature last
winter, but the present term wi!ll not

§xplre  until  next
Mareh, He  was
also assistant gecs

retary of the treas-
ury under Iresi-
dent Harrison, aft-
or he was defeated
for re-election to
the Fifty-Second
Congress. In the
House of Repre-
sentatives he was
one of the most
industrious  mem-
bers, and also one
of the clearest-headed business mem-
bers. He was a member of the wavs
amd means committee in the Pifty-
First Congress, which framed the Me-
Kinley tariff bill, and his knowledge
aof business affalrs made him one of
the valued advisers of Chairman Me-
Kinley, who Intrusted to him the fram-
ing of the free-sugar clanse In that
work. The schriqugt of “Old Busi-
ness” given to Mr, Gear while gov-
ernor of lowa followed him to Wash-
Ington, and In the House and in the
was famillarly ealled 014

Senator Gear,

Business,"

The franechises of nearly 1,000 core
porations In Texas have been revoked
because of thelr failure .to pay the

ig In | state taxes, .
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ONE OF THE STREETS OF THE NATIVE QUARTER OF PEKIN BURNED BY THE MOBS OF FANATICAL CHINESE.
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LEFT BROKEN HEARTS

MYSTERY OF A LITTLE BOY'S
DISAPPEARANCE,

Four-Year-0ld Child Last Seen Walking
on the Canal Mank—Cltizens' Commit-
ten Alding Dlstrncied FPorents in the
Semrch, -

—p—

On the morning of March 28 Georgs-

Arthur Dent, the sturdy lttle 4-year-
old son of Arthur G, Dent of Lowell,
Mass, wont down to play on the canal
bhank with two of his small compan-
lons—~Aubrey Hunt and Jimmie Me-
Dermott.  They had no right to be
there, The canal Is fenced off, but a
hole had been scooped out mear the
forner of a mill and through thig the
Httle fellows erawled to get near the
water. The two companions of “Ar-
te” went home to dinner before noon,
but the Dent boy falled to do Hkewise,
He has not been seen since, and Lo-
well has for three months been in a
maze of excltement mixed with sym-
pathy for the maddeéned parents of the
little boy.

The entire city has searched for
him, hundreds of thousands in New
England and elgewhere have jolned In
the quest, but not a serap of trustwor-
thy evidence pointing to the child's
fate has been lald bare. Arthur G.
Dent, father of the missing boy, keeps
& "corporation” boarding- house at the
extremity of a long row ol “corpora-
tion" houses that e between the great
cotton mills of the Tremont and Suf-
folk and Lawrence companies, “Arue”
Is—or perhaps was-—-the youngest
child of the family, as pretty a boy
a8 could be met with in a day’'s march,
Btrong, swift, active and skillful in
whatever his baby hands, feet or brain
found to do he was the idol of purents
and slsters and a favorite in all the
neighborhood, When the first hue and

GEORGE ARTHUR DENT.
ery. was ralsed and It was learned that
he had been seen on the grassy slope
of the canal bank it was assumed that

he had been drowned. Suspiclon
seemed to become a certainty when
one of the little boys of the nelghbor-

| hood told his mother that Jimmie Me-

Dermott had said to him: *“I know
where ..rtie Dent s, I pushed him into
the water,"” But senrching cross-ex-
nmination of Jimmie led to the conclu-
slon that he bhad merely been making
a bld for fame, He himself declared
with tearful sincerity that he had been
‘only foollng.” So that theory falled,

Already without a leg to stand on,
the drowning theory was forgotten
when two overseors of the Tremont
and Suffolk mills came forward with
the statement that at noon, an hour
after Artie had been seen on the canal
bank, they had scen him walking along
Cabot street toward his home, Within
the knowledge of those who are
searching for Artie Dent he has not
since been seen, alive or dead.

The further seareh progressed the
deeper was the mystery. First the pas-
ents and friends, then the police, then
the entire community threw them-
selves Into the task of trying to trace
the missing child. Then the whole
country became Intercsted In the fate
of “the Charlle Ross of Lowell,” and
sharp eyves everywhere watehed for a
child answering the description sent
out by the eltizens’ vommittes organ-
lzed to ald the heartbroken parents.

The citizens’ committes I8 an index
of public feellng in Lowell, Its choir-
man ls Colonel A, M, Chadwlck, pay-
master of the Tremont and Suffolk
mlill corporation, who was a memoer
of the staft of Governor Brackett of
Magsanchugetts. The committee Is rals-
Ing a fund for detective work and the
offer of rewards. They have already
collectedd  $1,500, Meanwhile Artlo
Dent's father has offered $500—the
frult of a Hfetime’'s saving—rfor the re-
covery of his child alive and $100 for
proof that Me la dead.

Artie's love of horsesg and hig abll-
ity to drive have glven rise to the the-
ory that some cipens performer hag
gtolen him and 18 training him to be-
come a4 clreus performer, A woman
who lives in Lyme, N. H, has written
to Mrs, Dent telling of having seen n
lad of Artie's age and general appear-
ance perform in a clirous which played
in Lyme some weeks ago, She thought
she recoguized the boy from hig de-
seription and portrait,

As was the case with Charlle Ross,
the number of “crank™ lotters re-
celved by the committee Is large. One
of these, postmarked Worcester, Mass ,
declared thac the hoy was stolen by
gypsies and that the writer saw him In
a gypsy camp hidden by blanketg. The
Warcester police made a thorough in-
vestigation, The result was a refuta-
tion of the charge. The mother in her
distraction has turned to clairvoyants
and fortune tellers and spends her pre-
clons time and money acting upon
thelr “revelations." only to encounter
renewed disappointments,

The cuse of Charlle Ross In Phila-
delphia some twenty-five years ago,

was not 80 baffling as this mystery of
Lowell. In the former lamentable case
it was plain that the child had been
kidnapped for ransom. There la no
such probability In connectlon with
the disappearance of Artie Dent. In
fact, neither the family nor the friends
of the missing hoy can offer any rea-
scnable explanation of the mystery.
Mrs. Dent has about given up hope of
ever again seeing her child, but the
father and slaters have not given way
to thelr fears and express confidence
that little Artle will ere lomg be re-
stored to his home,

FIFTY CATS MOURN,

Newport's Hermit Miser Left 830,000 to
"N POA

The will of Miss Sarnh E. Gardiner
was offered for probate here this weelk,
Eays a recent dispateh from Newport,
R. L, but final action was postponad
| for two  weels, a8 Sarah  Gardiner
| Graw of Detrolt, through her coun-
| 8el, objected on the ground that she
wns the next of kin, Miss Qardiner
led the life of a recluse here for many
years, having been disappointed In
love in early life, She was generally
+!_mllnn=|l to be very poor, as she had
for many years made a dafly round of
the ash barrels of the city, gathering
anything that might be of value as
Junk, She lived In a wretched hovel
and allowed none of her nelghbors to
enter her house on any pretext, and
she died unattended. A search of her
| migerable dwelling revealed a will and
bank books showing deposits of up-
ward of $60,000, Miss Gardiner was
passionately fond of cats, of which
she had at lease fifty, and by her will
she bequeathed her estate to  the
Rhode Island Society for the Preven-
tion of Cruelty to Animals, Sarah
Gardiner Graw clalms to be a cousin
and E, M, Caswell of Detroit and New
York also clalms relationship. There
promlises to be a bitter contest.

LITTLE TOT A BOLD BRICAND.

Nix=Year-Old Colored Doy Robs Stores
Bt Pont of Plstol.

“Hol' up yo' hanu's,mister white man,
‘canke 'se got de drop on yo'!" ‘This
startling command aroused the pro-
prietor of g shoe store at Indlanapolls,
Ind.. and he peered around the appa-
rently emply store to see whence I
ciame. Then he started to lonk under
the counter. “None er dat, now! Et
yo' moves er finger 'se gwine blow yo'
head off!”  Then the storekeeper dis-
covered the bold ontlaw —a C-yoears-
olil negro boy tanding tip-toe to en-
able him to see over the counter. Keep-
ing a watghful eye on his vietim, the
tiny bandit plcked out three palrs ol
#hoes and backed out of the store,
Later he entered a grocery store, and,
after covering the proprietor with his
revolvers, slole a quantity of candy.
The boy was finally arrested whlile
asleep on a board pile. A pistol was
Iying beside him ready to repulse an
attuck, -

DIED WOUNDED AND CURSING,

Negro Muoarderer Shot by Shoolff aud
Then Led to Gallows,

Randolph Evans, a negro murderer,
wan hanged at unlmmy. Miss., the
other day, after having been fivet crip-
pled by the sheriff. When the sherift
went to Evans' cell to lead him to the
gallows, he brandished a piece of iron
piping, and when the deputies entered
attacked them viclously, one of them
narrowly escaping a fractured skull
He swore he would kill any one who
touched him, Sheriff Dobbs directed
the deputies to hiold the negro’'s atten-
tlon and sent a bullet through each of
his forearms, breaking them, Evans
was then tled and carried to the gal-
lowg, where he died, cursing loudly
through the black cap up to the time
the drop fell,

INDIAN HEAP CIVILIZED.

south Dukoin Couple Moarried with
the Modern Frills,

Samuel Karth Eater, a full-hlooded
Indlan, and Wensel Bear, a full-blood-
ed Indlan malden, were married at
Fort Yates, 8. D, the other day with
all the display that attends gome of
the most pompous white weddings,
The ceremony took place in the Cath-
olle church in the presence of several
hundred Indlan friends of the young
couple. The bride wore a beautiful
light eream-colored gown, long wvell,
and white slippers, and a large buneh
of orange blossoma covered her breast,
all of which were very bhecoming to
her shapely figure, In the evening the
bridegroom gave a grand ball In the
agency hall,

AV

Eanle Yights n Man.
Gearge Perry, a fiehorman residing

on  Beaver Island In the Misslsslippi
river, just helow Clliaten, In,, had a
desperate fight the other ofternoon

with a large eagle. Perry gaw the bird
ln @ trée near his house, and, with a
| double-barraled shotgin, slightly
wounded It. Before Le conld fire the
second barrel the bivd was on top of
Rim, and a lively figit ensued Porry
finally managed to kill the bird. It
measured six feet 8ix Inches from tip
to tip.

Gold Minor o Saleld
Poter Betts' 44 years 01, ang part
owner in the gold mine operpted by
himself and partners near  Montanas
City, Mont., blew out his bralne with
glant powder., He was sick and de-

spondent
L

Four or five onnces of sugar fa all
that an aduit n pood health should
eat with Impunity In the
day,

mysterious as It was In many respacts @
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