== -
violent gtruggle, wrenched it from Its
fustenings. The opening wm made,
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d and, after a few anxious momenis, Ro-

HIS WORD OF HONOR, it o e

A Tale of the Blue and the Gl"dy. m [ was standing in the corridor beside

m his friend.
BY E. WERNER, m “"Here!” sald the latter, laconieally,
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BRET HARTE'S ARRIVAL,

A Platel Hall Nearly Kpolled Wis Firsd
Drink ln the Gald Diggings,

“1 entered the barroom, It was

crowded with miners and traders, and
o few smartly dressed professional
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‘( Copyright, 1800, By Robert Nonner's Sons handing him a revolver and grasping '“"3\\\\, (- 23 lookiug mon. Here agaln my vanity
: ‘,"a,,, , P S T # o second pistol himsell. “Now Il in- i { i X - led me Into extravagance, [ could not
> v r'r b b b ’ ,,,,,a’-’,gi,,,; gtruct Ralph.” A =23 boar to address the important, white-
CHAPTER 1X.—(Continued. ) Willlum uttered a sizh of rellef ¢

RECONNOITERING IN THE ¢

an extremely important charncter., For | shirt-sleeved and diamond-pinSsd baes

“80 you have reached this point of when he found himself free and felt

- L D keoper as & mers boylsh suppliant for

lnstance, he | Wy el T
success!” Maxwell contlnued, In his | at 3—.mlr. ‘-..I.';.",,H“ _u!mmmu DECESBATY | the weapon In his hand, G information. | was silly snough to de-
dry way. “Yes, my dear Wi, (t| "My wedding”" rpe 1wl “I thank you, John!" he cried en- ﬂ mand a drink and laid down, alas! An.
doesn’t Always answer to run one's | in l'II!.'Illrn“uq““ » \\'::'n‘fm:::,ﬂ.-.m ,,:..T.:T-I-‘ thusiastically after his retreating _ 75— |other quarter. | had asked my ques-
head against a wall: this time tho| “Why, I (hink the best plan will be :t.l;emii:o \<;'ll|‘r: ﬂ“ht:'n"‘-n R =" ;:m.' the lurku”fh ‘:.d g tho
masonry remalned firm.  You have | to wind up the business on the spot, e bnsaonenins the decanter, and 1 had poured out the

“Yes, that s just to your taste!
returned Maxwell, tartly., *““This time
we really must run our heads against
the wall, and if it happens to siand
firmer than we expect, It will cosat us
our llves, You have arranged mat-
ters wo that we have no cholce, But
keep quiet!  Harrison may come at
any moment; the fighting will begin,
and—you will play the principal role
uwEnin,”

tangible proof of it, since your prog-
ruas {8 impeded. Yon were raging up
and down like a caged Hon.”

“Do you want to mock me even in
this terrible situation?” cried Roland,
impetuously, “You do not know how |
1 was disarmed or what It is to meet |
with base treachery In the house
where one seeks happiness and love," |

“Ddn’'t | warn you mgainst lhl-tl,
Edward, though I knew him only from
vour description? He was traveling
when [ called on the Harrisons with
vou—lnckily! Had 1 had the honor | claim.”
of his personal acquaintance, the !  “But, John, bave you gone daft?
whole plan would have been impossi- | Such a plan in the house where Hd-
ble, 1 pass here for the emineutly re- | ward rules and will summmon all the
spectable Doctor Blackwood amd, as l servants to his ald the instant we ap-
that worthy man, bave been received | pear, He did =0 just now, at the time
with the utmost courtesy. Were It | of my arrest.”
known that instead of medicine | was | “Pshaw, the servanta!

stuflf with an much ense and grown-up
confidence as 1 could assume, when
. singular incldent occurred. As It had
b some bearing upon my fortune, I may
relate it here, The celling of the sa-
loon was supported by a half-dozen
wooden columus about 18 Inches
square, standing in a line parallel with
the counter of the bar and about two
feot from It. The front of the bar was
crowded with customers, when sudden-
ly, to my mstonishment, they, one and
all, put down thelr glasses and hurried-
Iy backed into the spaces belween the
columne, Al the same moment & shot
war fired from the street through the
large open doors that stood at right
angles with the front of the counter
and the columna, The bullet raked and
splinterad the moldings of the counter
front, but with no other damage. The

You want to marry under nny elreum-
stances,  The bhride, the magistrate
| and the wilnesses are all hore, so |
don’t see what I8 to prevent you ex-
cept this confounded Iron  grating, |
which 1 shall tinally ent through. If
Florence Is your wife, you can take
her with you to some pluce of secur-
ity, then your amiable cousin ean keep
house here as be chooses, He enan't
wholly ruin the plantation or carry
| Ooff the buildings: and, a8 soon as the
Lwar {8 over, you can assert your wife's

CHAPTER X.

Meanwhile the justice and his clerk
were sented at a well-spread table in
the dinlng-room, which also looked
out upon the garden, Edward could
not send the gentlemen, who had tak-
en the long ride In vain, back to the
city ilmmediately; so he had invited
them to dinner. Mr. Thompson conld
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engaged in the iron business at pres- | only negroes, and not one will 1ift his
ent, the courtesy would probably end | hand sgainst us a8 soon ns we #ay
promptiy-—on both sides! 1 shall shoot [gwve are officers in the Unlon army. The
this noble Mr. Harrigon with the ut- ! fellows

most composure (f he takes it into
his tead to enter the corridor.
sides, Ralph is mounting guard at the
outside door, to which fortunately
second key was found, and will give
us a sign If danger is approaching.'

“But, at least, tell me how it was
posgthie for you to accomplish all_this
in a single half hour, for you cannot
have been here longer. You went to
the outposts?”

“Where Lieutenant Davig had again
created an entively unnecessary alarm.
There |8 no appearance of fever. Two
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are  constantly coming In
thronga to =eek protectiom with us.
You were not known to them, or else
they were afrald of Captain Wilson
and Harrison, The servauts are not
to be fearml, I'll undertake to deal
with the justice and his compunion. So
no one s left except yoyr beloved fu-
ture relative—and he must be mnde
harmless.”

“You mean that
him In his room?*”

“No; that is too ¥ upcertain, and
will creMe an unnecessary stir in the
Pouse, 1 have a better plan, A8

we are to attack

[
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cases of sunstroke,which were not even
severe, and will probably terminate
favorably. I've had the men removed
to the hospital and sent a report to
the colonel, Davis' Introduction ob-
talned for me the loan of a sult of
clvilian’s clothes from the owner of
the adjoining plantation, and, as |
wanted to profit by the beautiful af-
terncoa and my leave of absence, |
rode to Springfield.”

The accompaniment to this story,
told In the most matter-of-fact tone,
was the low, harsh grating of the file,
which the speaker waa diligently us-
ing. The whole affair was thorough-
ly characteristic of John Maxwell
Any one else would huve done every-
thing in his power to keep his friend
from such a venture, and, when all
failed, would at least have been anx-
jous and troubled about him, John
did neither. He considered the form-
er useless? the latter superfluous; but,
without wasting another word, he rode

sitralght into the Jaws of danger al-

ter his man and considered it the
simplest and most natural thing in
the world.

William stood close by the window,
breathlessly watching the work of Ilb-
eration, as well as the dim lght of
the room permitted. He could do noth-
ing to help. )

“Have you talked with Florence?”
he asked. ''Does she know your plan?
She is now alone at her father's death
bed—alone with the scoundrel who
betrayed me!"

“Havrdly, for 1 have forbidden bim
to enter the sick chamber; and Dbe-
sldes, he has a visitor—the magistrate
from the city, who. was summoned
here for the wedding. They are in a
hurry, it must be admitted. Mr. Har-
rison wished, under any circum-
stances, to become a Uenedict to-
day.”

“The magietrate? So he has really
come? 1 should like to wring his
neck!"

“¥ou will please refrain from that.”
sald Maxwell, reprovingly. "M,
Thompeon 5 a good friend of mine,
whom 1 hold in great esteem. It was
he who originated the peerfess ldea
of considering me Doctor  Blackwool
I won't have hig neck wrung on any
ceovnt, and it would be very

actical on your pavt

fm- |
A Justice is |

L tugged and shook In valn, aund there

| eonselonsness

soon as you are at lberty, Ralph
shall announce, apparently in great
trepidation, that his young mistress
has suddenly disappeared. He has
looked for her in vain, Of course, she
can bhe only In one place, Harrlson
will rugh here as fast as possible to
frustrate the attempt at Hberation,
and we shall have him o onr hands.
Then he can occupy the plare which
he 8o kindly sgelected for youf and you
can use his marriage contract—the
simplest exchange possible.”

“Bat that Is'a partial decaption,’ re-
plied Willlam. “Am I secretly, craft-
ily, to steal a right which was prom-
ised mé npenly in the presence of all
the world? Am 1 to urge Florence to
a marringe In this terrible hour which
rubs her of a father—"

“Stop, Will! My patience is belng
exhausted!” Maxwell angrily inter-
rupted. “Don’t bother me again with
your German slowness and stupidity,
or I'll leave you behind bolts and bars,
One can't lead good fortune stralght
to your arms. You must first inspect
it on all sides—aubject it to a critieal
examination—to ascertain whether it
{8 thoroughly Ideal and free from
earthly dross: and meanwhile the
light, airy thing Hutters out of your
hands. In short, do you want to mar-
ry Florence or not?"

“Of course 1 do, But—-"

“Very well, then, the matter is set-
tled, Leave the rest to me, True,
it's abominable to expect 4 best man
first to drag the bridegroom from be-
hind a0 many fron barsa, but you must
have gome unusuul circumstance con-
pected with it. One thing more: Of
course you have no weapons,”

“Should | have been captured other-
wise? | certainly would not have sur-
rendered with arms in my hands.”

“I anticipated that and concealed
two plstols about me. There, now ['ve
finished, Try your strength and see
if you ean tear out the grating.”

The file had worked unwearledly all
the time, hed cut through the larger
portion of the grating and loosened the
rest, but the iron still held. Willlam

wag no more time o loge, Hut the
of danger lent the
voung man unnaturnl strength.  After
n few unsaceessful efforts he  again

not find words enough to express his
regret and sympathy for the sorrow
overhanging the household, but he
siw no reuson why he should not have
n comfortable menl on that acount.
He thought it perfectly natural that
Kdwarid shonld excuse himselfl and re-
main In the drawing-room, No one
could feel offended with the grief-
stricken nephew, but he himeelf dis-
cussed all the more eagerly the good
things set before him, and was ably
supported by his clerk. '

The old gentleman only regretted
Doetor Biackwood’'s absence, and ad-
mired the sonse of duty which would
not permit him even to appear at din-
ner, He wad just giving his factotum
a4 discourse concerning this  distin-
gulshed physiclan, at the same time
helping bimself to a large piece ol
roast meat.  His  factotum  Hstened
most dutifully and took a still larger
vlice, when the subject of the con-
versation snddenly entered.

“Ah, there you are, Doctor Black-
woold!"” eried the judge. “Sit down.
Unfortunately you have come a little
late. We have had the roast serv-
ed.”

The doctor bowed In the most
charming manner, and signed to the
servant, who had just brought in the
dishes, to leave the room.

“Thank you. I am very sorry to dis-
turb you, but there is a business mat-
ter to be settled, which admits of no
delay.”

“A business affair?
to be made?"’

“No, on the contrary, the matter
concerns a wedding.”

Mr. Thompson dropped his Kknife
and fork and stared at the speaker in
the utmost astonishment.

“The ceremony is put off. Mr, Har-
rison told  me himself that he was
compelled to defer it for the present.”

“Certainly, and he will probably do
#0 altogether; but another person has
iaken his place—Mr, Willlam Roland,"”

“Whuat? What did you call him?"”

“Willlam Roland. The circumstances
have vntlrely’ changed, and unfortu-
nately I have not time to explain them
to you in detall, HBut, in the name of
the betrothed couple, 1 beg of you to
perform the wedding ceremony . at
onee,”’

The magletrate leaned back in his
chalr, assuming a dignified attitude
and a solermn, official manner,

(To be continued.)

Is there a will

CATS CAN SWIM.

An Old Fisherman' Story In Ilastration
of That Faet.

“Can eats swim?” wus asked of an
old fisherman. “Why, cértainly,” was
the reply, “and that reminds me of a
cat 1 once tried to drown thal swam
ashore. Burely there must have been
hundreds or thousands of people who
have drowned cats in the same way,
but nevertheless this was an experi-
ence of my own. We had a cat that we
wanted to get rid of, and as humane a
way as any to kill It was by drowning.
Bo I pnt a cotiplé of bricks in the bot-
tomeof an old grain sack and put ip
the cat,

and_tied. the up carefully
and m-um#'w " to the
end of.a wharl mad stood

swung the bag, '
bricks in Il?:‘ﬂllﬂl i sling u
could glve it 'a good momentum and
then let it go, and Slung it out to tAl
and mink in the water, "l should
twenty feet away. 1 supposed,
course, that that was the lagt of the
cat, dut the next morning the first
thing 1 saw when [ went out of the
house was the cat sitting on the ver-
anda, 1 suppose the bag had & weak

spot in it lmm-mekl were
heavy and sh - , and swing-
ing the bag round that way started
it more, and sthe cat was desperate;
and with the bag that way it scratched
and tore ts way out and got to the
wharf and clawed Iis way up and came
ashore. Can a cat swim? Why, sure!”

Mechanion! Argument.

Judge—And what did the prisoner
iy when yon told him that you would
have him sarrest:d?  Complainant-—-
He answered meckanleally, yer honor.
Judge — Explain. jomplainant—He
hit me on the head with a hammer, =
Siray Btories.

It {s lmpossin'e that an ill-natured
man ¢en have a pablic spirit;  for how
ghoud he love ten thousand men who
has cevrer loved one,

qolzed the grating =hd, with a lust,
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One of1he extraovdinary features of
the battle of Farguhar's Farm in the
Anglo-Hoer war was the use of a cap-
tive balloon attuched to an - armored

train, This balloon was utilized as &
sort of movable conning tower, and
during the engngement an officer took
obgervations of the enemy’s position
and movements and signaled the same
to his forces below. Hoth train and
balloon on this occasion were under

fire, but the daring aeronaut escaped
uninjured. The smueceas with which
the balloon detachment of the en-
gineer corps has been operating dur-
Ing the wir sesmus to point to the fact
that the balloon will ecertainly be a
fixture In warfare of the future, unless,
of course, the world grows tired of all
the bloodshed that is now taking plues
and asks for another and more effg-
tive Hague poace conference, d

SWORD TRICK

That Astonished an American Visitor to
n Ntore in Madrid,

New York Tribune: Of all the cities
I have visited in Europe,” sald R A,
Stingon, of Boston, at the Fifth Avenue
hotel, ‘1 found Madrid one of the most
Interesting. It has n number of out
of the way features that appeal to
one. . For instance, take the Rasbro,
which I8 a street In one of the lower
sections of the clty wholly given over
to the purchase and sale of second-
hand articles. [ used to spend a good
deal of time there. There are two—I
think three—equestrian statues in Ma-
drid that deplet & horse that has since
become obsolete, It I8 the horse of
the middle ages, that carried not only
the rider clad in armor, but srmor on
the horee as well, With the glving up
of the uee of armor, this particular
horse's mission in life cAme to an end,
and he disappeared from off the sur-
face of the earth, and the only mem-
ory of bim left is in an occasional
equestrian statue or pleture of thaj
date. While | was In Madrid 1 tried
to purchase one of the famous Toledo
blades. The old-fashioned two-hand
gword was what ] wanted to get, one
of those that were bullt to cut through
armor and which fulfilled their mis-
elon completely, as many a hloody bat-
tlefield In ye anclent days bore testi-
mony. 1 had to give It up on account
of the expense, Théy cost from §160
up, but while T was looking for one
a shopkeeper showed me & most scien-
tifie trick. His store was very lofLy,
running up lwo or three storles, and
he was descanting on the beauties ot
this particular sword, when, In order
to prove the perfect twemper of the
metal, he drove the point into the
floor and bent the blade until hilt and
point met. He then suddenly released
the hilt and the six feet of gleaming
sword sprang up Into the alr like n
thing allve. Up and up 1t went, al-
most to the lofty celling itself, when
it lost ita {mpetus and began to de-
scent hilt first. It returned almost to
the place  whence it started, the shop-
keeper catching It by the hiit with
practiced ease and réturning It to ita
case, | wags crasy to uy it mysell,
but the owner refused to allow me, as
he thought 1 would probgbly not ounly
wreck the store but perhaps injure my-
golf as well, He told me that If 1
wanted to learn the trick 1 had better
practice It in a large open lot, and that
a suit of armor wouldn't be a bad
thing to wear uotll I got the hang of
"
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A Story Abvout Wilberforoe,

Before he became a bishop he had
been archdeacon of Sarrey, and his old
archdeaconry became a part of his
later bishoprie of Winchester. At a
meeting of the clergy at Clapham his
chaplain told him that an old Dr, ——,
who had been many years in the dio-
cese, was vexed at having been forgot-
teh. “Yes,” sald he bishop, 1 have
not the smallest recollection of him,
but 1T will make it all right, and will
go out and speak to him. Which s
he?' He was pointed out, and the
bishop made his way to him, “My dear
Pr. ——, I have not had a moment for
n real conversation with you. | need
not ask Mew you are after all these
years, Do you still ride your gray
mare?’ “Yes, my lord; how good of
you to remember her,” ete. The chap-
lain, who was wiithin earshot, sald
when he again came near the bishop:
“Then you did remember Dr, ——,
after all?™ “Not a bit of it,” sald the
bilshop. “1 saw the gray halrs on his
cont, and | chanced the sex.”’ —Kegan
Paul's Memolirs.

The Builter Nhe Wanted,

New Wife—] wish to get some but-
ter, please, Dealer—Hell butter ma'am?
Now Wife——No! We wish to eat it on
biscults.—Chicago News,

RECKLESS DARING.

@r the Cabans in Fishiag for the Man-
Fating Sharks

Memphis Scimitar: Mr, 0, C, Kem-
eny, an American who has spent much
of his lfe In Cuba, was at the Fran-
aloll, In talking about the Cubans
he had much to say of the reskless dar-
Ing of gome of the native fishermen,
“"One of the instunces of the nerve of
these fishermen.” suld Mr. Kemeny, “is
illustrated in the manner in which
they fish for sharks. Sharks' teeth
are valuable, and It Is to obtain these
teeth that the Cuban takes such des-
perate chances, It is thrilling to see
n shark hunt. A spot is chosen along
the reefs where It Is  shallow, and
where the sharks usually congregute,
and the fisherman throws s big hunk
of beef into the thick of them. In-
stantly there is a rush and a fight
among the great fish for the meat, and
while they are battling the daring fish-
erman jumps Into the waler with a
long, keen knife and sinks the blade
into the heart of the nearest shark.
The others rush toward him when
they perveive him, but the sight of the
dead shark turna thelr attention from
the man and they proceed to rend the
eareass of the flsh. The fisherman
clonely witches his chance and kills
them one hy one In their cannibal
greed. He 18 often attacked, but by
nimbly Jumping to one side when the
shark turns over he manages to escape
and plunges the knife into the shark's
vitals. Twenty-five or thirty of these
man-oaters are often killed In a few
minutes by one man. The heads are
all cut off and bolled, which process
loosens the teeth and they are easily
extracted. The teeth have serrated
edges, are perfectly white, resembling
porcelain, and are in soveral rows. The
upper and lower rows mesh into each
other like the teeth of a sow, and when
the shark bites anything In two, a
man's thigh, for Instance, It Is prac-
tically sawed off and not torn or
mashed. There are, of course, fuany
other ways employed to kill the
sharks, such as shooting and harpoon-
ing, but the Cubap finds the method
deseribed the most efficacious, even
though it Is the most dangerous,"

Curtous Wedding Rings.

Among the curlosities of wedding
rings it 18 on record that in the early
days in England rings were made ot
rushes. Perhaps the most curlous ma-
terial used for rings required in an
emergoney I8 the case of one belug
hurriedly made by eutting it out of the
finger of & glove, and another cut out
of a visiting card. Many cuses are on
record of rings made of brass and iron
being used, as also curtaln rings and
doorkeya helng pressed Into service
at weddings. The Quakers and Swiss
Protestants do not use rings at their
marriage ceremonies, The Irish peo-
ple have a strong objection to any but
gold rings. In 8t. Kllda wedding rings
are made of worsted. "The women of
the Upper Byanzl, on the Kongo, wear
thelr wedding rings around their
necks. These rings are made of thick
brass vods, which are made Into great
rings and strongly welded together.
The more wealthy the husband the
heavier the ring; In some cases they
weigh thirty pounds.— Loulaville Dia-
pateh,

The Proper Meihod.

Jack—You know when Mabel reject-
od me last week | told you my troubles
and you promised to help me, Waell,
ghe accepted me last night. Am 1 to
thunk vou for intercediug for me?

Cousin Belle—Not-exactly, dear boy,
| simply Intimated to Mabel that | was
alter vou myself,

The City of Mushrooma.
More mushrooms are ralsed in the vi-
cinity of Paris than ip any other place

in the world,
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#hot was returned from the upper end
of the bar, and then, for the first time,
1 became aware that two men with
leveled revolvers were ahooting at each
other through the saloon. The by-
standers In range were fully protected
by the wooden columna; the barkeeper
had ducked below the counter at the
firat shot, 8ix shots were axchanged
by the duelists, but as far as | could
see nobody was hurt, A mirror was
smashed, and my glass had part pf Its
rim carried cleanly away by thethird
shot, and its contents spilled. [ had
remalned standing near the counter,
and 1 presume 1 may have been pro-
tected by the columns; but the whole
thing passed so quickly and 1 was so
utterly absorbed in its dramatic novel-
ty that 1 cannot recall having the
slightest sensation of physical fear.
Indeed, 1 had been much more fright-
ened in positions of lesa peril, My
only concern, and this was paramount,
wans that I might betray by any word
or movement my youthfulness, aston-
fshment, or unfumillarity with such an
experience. | think that any shy, vain
schoolboy will understand this, and
would probably feel as 1 did. So
strong was this feeling that while the
sting of gunpowder was still in my nos-
trils 1 moved toward the bar, and tak-
ing up my broken gluss, sald to the
barkeeper, perhaps somewhat slowly
and diMdently: ‘Wil you please fill
me another glasa? IU's not my fault
if this was broken.' The barkeeper,
rising flushed and excitedt from behind
the bar, looked at me with a queer
smile, and then passed the decanter
and a fresh glass, 1 heard a laugh and
an oath behind me, and my cheeks
flushed as 1 took a single gulp of the
flery spirit and hurried away,''—
Youth's Companlon.
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FACTS ABOUT BARDINES.

The Cireater Part of This Country'e
Consumption Now Paoked Here

Formerly the sardines consumed Ip
this country were all imported from
France; now about three-quarters of
the sardines eaten in the Unlted Siates
are put up here, the chief eenter of the
sardine industry In the United States
being the eastern coast of Malne,
though some surdines are now put up
on the coast of California. The pack-
ing of surdines In this country was be-
gun about thirty-five years ago.
Thousands of people now find employ-
ment in one part and another of the
work in catching fish, In making eans
and in canping and packing and mar-
keting and so on. Sardines are put up
in greater variety than formerly, there
being mowadays sardibes packed [
tomato sauce, sardmes Iin mustard,
spiced sardines, and so on; but the
great bulk of sardines, both imported
and domestic, ufe’ stil put-up in ofl.
HSardines are put up also In a greater
variety of packages than formerly,
there being, for example, various
sizes and shapes of oval tins, and soma
French sardiiba are infported In giuss,
but as the great bulk of sardines are
gtill put up In oil, so the great bulk ot
them are still put up In the familiar
flat boxes, the great majority of thesa
huh_qﬁ m}wwn as halves and
qua . . the greater numbex
of «th win - guartars, Sardia
ure vm‘ 4ins In & qase, and th
consumption of sardines in this coun-
try Is roughly estimated at from & mil-
llon and”a half to two millton capes
annuafly. ‘TAke eanned go#ds of every
description, sardines are eheaper mow
than they formerly were, and Ameri-
esn sardines are pmow exported from
this country to the West Indies and to
Bouth \merica.

New Varslon. |
“Bir, how Is It you adverilse all tha
beer a fellow can drink for five cents
and then stop me on one glass after §
have pald my money"” Indignantly de<
manded Hungry Willle, “1 advertised
all the beer you can drink for fiva
cents, didp’t 11" asked the bartender,
“You did, sir,” replled Willle. "Wall,
that's all the beer you can drink for
five cents In thig pluce, Bee?'—Baltl-
more News, ' L

An Abaorbing Tople. B
Dick—MIiss King 18 so reserved and
has 8o llttle to say that I can't keep
conversation with her from lagging
Jack (her former beau)—Mentlon
pearls, and you will have nothing to
do but listen—and buy.--Jewelers"

Weekly.
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