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BALEFUL AMUSEMENTS.

Dr. Talinage on the Fourth Plaguo
of the Cities.

Judging Amasements According to Their
Moral Effeots—Ruinous Pleasures and
Destractive Indulgences—Pleag
For the Home.

In his fourth sermon at Brooklyn on
the plague of the citics Rev. T. De
Witt Talmage took for his snbject
“Baleful Amunsements.” The text was

IL Samnel, §i. 14: “Let the young men
now arise and play before us.” He
sabd:

There are two armics encamped by
the pool of Gibeon. The time hangs
heavily on their hands.  One army pro-
poses a game of sword feneing.
ingr could be more healthful and inno-
et The other army wsccepts the
vhallenge. Twelve men against twelve
men, the sport opens. Dot something
went adverswly.  Perhaps one of the
swordsmen got an unlacky elip, or in
tome way had his ire aroused, and that
which opened  in sport  ended  in
violenee, cach une taking his eontestant
the hair, and then with the swond
thrusting him in the side, so that that
vhich opencd in lonocent fun ended in
the massacre of all the twenty-four
sportsmen. . Was there ever a better
Hlastration of what was troe then, and
i now, t

v

et that which is innoeent mavy

b mnziede destractive?

Noth- |

].ln-l drowning out the

Wlhat of a4 worldly nature is more im- |
portant and strengtheniog and innocent |
than wmuscment, and yet what has |
counted more vietims? | have no sym-
pathiy with a straight-jacket !i;,'l}un.
Tis s a very brivhit world to me, and
I propese to do all 1 can to make it
brigzht for wthers. 1 never counld n!--p:
to adead march. A book years ago is-
sucedl Says that a Christian man has a
right 1o some amuscements; for instance. |
if he comes home ot night we ary from |

bk andd, fecling the need of reere-
ation, pnts on his slippers and groes into
and walks lively around the
tloor several times there can be no harm
it

Wars,
liis grarret

I believe the charch of God hias made

a tremendons mistake in trying to sup-

press the sportfulness of youth and
deive out from men their love of amuse-
ment. I God ever implanted anvthing
i ows He implanted this desire. But in-
(PERTLET | providing for this demand of
our nature the chiureh of God has, for
the main part, izrnored it As in a riot,
the mayor plants a battery at the end
of the stecet amd hias it fired off, so that

vverythiong is cat down that ll.l'l‘u‘l]‘n 1o
stamdl i the the grosowd
his bagaal, are men i the chinreh
w lies |||.|||‘ their batteries of condemna-

ranghe, s ‘.\l‘!l H
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tion, amed five away indiseriminately,
Evervibing is condemmed. But  my
Iible coanmends those who use the
world withoat shasing i, and in the

natural worid Geord hias done everything
to please and amoasae
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e from Pompein and are not it for
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1 remark, in the first place, that you
can judge of the moral character of
any amusement by its healthful resalt
or by its hatefal reaction There are
LR " I:|-| Saetin e 1!]! -'f II:'ll‘ll
facts.  They are a combination of mul-
tiplication tables and <tatisties.  If yon

exevlleont

show them an picture they
will begin to disenss the pigpments in-
visdved! i the eoloring If von shiow
them a beantiful rose they will submit
it toa botanical analysis, which is only
the post mwortem examination of o
flowver, They have no reboumnd in their
nature.  They never o anvthing more
than smile T'here nre ne rreat tides of
fecling sargring up from the depths of
their sonl, in billow after bhillow of re-

verberatine langhter They seem
had bt them by
mngline job out of it. Hat
Dlevsasedd e Giond, there are l""'l']" in the
waorkd whe have bright faces and whose
Iife is o song, an anthem, o peen of vie-
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are wrong kinds of amuosement
arv eotertaiamoents that give
st with the doadgery of this life with
are not swonds, with

they are not

tonls because they

working aprons Iarcannrse

rolws, with eattle becanse they are not
infuriated bulls of the arena. [t any
amusement sends yvou bome longing

for a life of romance and thrilling ad-
venture, love that takes poison and
heowits itself, moonlight adventures and
breadth escapes, vyou may depend
upon it that yon are the saerificed vie-
tim of unsanctified pleasare. Our e
reations ane intended 1o build us up;
ansd if they pull us down as to onr moral
r as to our physical strength, yon may

hair

e
ohnoxious

Ihere is nothing more depraving than
attendance upon amusements that are
full of innuendo and low suggestion
The young man enters At first he
<its far back. with his hat on and his
cont collar up, fearful that some one
know him. >Neveral nights pass
e takes off his hat carlier, and
collar down. The blush

1Ay
(R |

puts his coat
that first
anvihing indecent was enacted, comes
po more to hischeek. Farewell, young
man! You have probably started on
the long road that ends in consummate

destruction.

Young men who have just come from |

country residence to ity residence will
do well to be on guard and let no one
induce vou W places of Improper amuse-
ment. It is mightily alluring when a
young mar, long
show a new ¢comer all around.

Still further:  Those amusements are
wrong which lead you into expenditure
md yvour means. Money spent in
recrcalion s not thrown away. It
all folly for us to come

L ag
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ng that we have wasted
time. Youn may by it
ut worth more
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came into his check when |

a citizen, offers to

farant aml sym- | anthropy
and warm hearted people that | stirring

|
|
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to the conclusion that they are |

from a place of | adornments, and

i

how many properties have been riddled
by costly amusemeuts.

The first time [ ever saw the cltv—it
was the city of Philadelphia—1 was a |
mere lad. I stopped at a hotel and 1
remember in the eventlde one of thesa |
men plied me with his infernalart.  He
saw | was green.  Ile wanted to show
me the sights of the town. He painted
the path of sin until it looked like emer-
ald, but I was afraid of him.
back from the basilisk —1 made up my
mind he was a basilisk. I remember

how he wheeled his chalr round in front |

of me amd, with a concentered and dia-
bolical effort, attempted Lo destroy my
soul, but there were good angels in the
air that night. It was no good resolo- |
tion on my part, but it was the all en-

compassing grace of a good God !hn?1

delivered me. Beware! beware! O,
Young man. *“There is a way that
seemeth right unto a man, but the end
thereof is death.” The table has been
robbed to pay theelul. The champagne
has cheated the children's wardrobe.

The carousing party has burned up the |

I'ie table clath of the
in debt to the wife's
Excursions that in a day

boy's primer.
corner saloon is
faded dress,

make a tour around a whole month's
wagres; ladies whose lifetime business
is to “goshopping;” large bets on horses,

have
children,
money market and appal the church,
and that send drunkenness stagypering
across the richly figured carpet of the
mansiom, and dashing into the mirror,
carol of musie
whooping of bloated sons

with the

come home to break their old mother's |

heart.
When men go into amusements that
they ean not afford they first borrow

what they can not earn and then they
what they can not borrow.  First
they o into embarrassment and then
into lying and then into theft, and
when a man gets as far on as that he
does not stop short of the penitentiary

Merchants of Brooklyvo or New Yorls,
Is there a disarrangement in your ace
counts? Is there a leakage in your
money drawer? Did not the ecash ae-
counts come out right last night? 1
will tell you. There is a young man in
your store wandering off into bad
amusements. The salary you give him
may mect lawful expenditures, but not
the sinful indulgences in which he has
entered, and he takes by theft that
which you donot give him in lawful
salary.

How bright the path of unrestained
amuse ment The young man
says: “Now | am off for a gomd time.
Never mind economy. Ull got money
somehow,  What a fine road! What a

ste-al

U]u HES

beautiful day for a ride! Crack the
whip, and over the turnpike! Come,
bovs, fill high your glasses.  Drink!

Lomgr life, health, plenty of rides Just
Ik this!™  Hard working men hear the
clatter of the hoofs and look anp and
say: “Why, I wonder where those fel-
lows pet their money from! We have
to toil and dradgpe. They do nothing. ™
To these gray men life is a threill and an
excitement. They stare at other people,
and io turn are stared at.  The wateh
jingles The cup foams. ‘The
cheelis flush. The eyes flasn.  The
midnight hears their gaffaw,  They
swagrer.  They jostle decent men off
the sidewalk. They take the name of
God in vain. They parady the hymn
they learned ot their mother’s knee,
and to all pictares of coming disaster
they ery out, “Who eares!” and to the
counsel of some Christian friend, “*Whao
Passyg along the street some
night yvou hear a shrick ‘o a grog shop,
the rattle of the watechman's elub, the
rush of the police. What is the matter
Y0, this reckless young man has
been killed in o groge shop fight. Carry
him home to his mother's hon Par-
and wash his
eyes in death,
he ever did, al-
it.

are you?"'

(TTRALY
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wonmds and close his
They forgive him all
thougrh he cannot in his sil
The prosligral has got home

I o further,
christian

ents will come
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at last,
those are
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un-
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amd say
amnsements Liee
the chief business of aman's life L.ife
i an carnest thing.  Whether we were
born in a paince or a bovel; whether we
afluent or pinched, wo have to
work., If von do not sweat with toil,
yvou will sweat with disease. You have
a sonl that is to be transtigured  amidst
the pomp of a judgment day: and after
the sea has sungr its last chant, and the
mountain sha'l have come down in an
avalanche of roek, yvon will and
think amnd act, high on & throne where
sing, or deep in a dungeon
howl In a world where there is so
much to do for vourself and so muech 1o
do for others, God pity that man who
has nothing to do.

Your sports are merely means to an
emd.  They are alleviations and helps.
The arm of toil is the only arm strong
enougrh to bring up the bucket from the
deep well of pleasare. Amusement is
only the bower where business and phil-
rest while on their way to
achicvements. Amusements
arc merely the vines that grow about
the anvil of toil and the blossoming of
the hammers. Alas for the man who
spemds his life in laboriously doing
nothing, his days in hunting up loung-
ing places and loungers, his nights in
secking ont some pas-lichted foolery!
The mian who alwavs has on his \ih\r-l-
ing jacket, ready to hunt for game in
the moeuntain or fish in the brook, with
no time 1o pray, or work, or read, is not
soowell off as the grevhound that runs
by his side, or the fly bait with which
he whips the stream.

A man who does not work doel not
know how to play. If God had intend-
ed us to do nothing but laugh, He would
not have given us shoulders with which |
to lift, and bands with which to work,
und brains with which to think. The
amusements of life merely the
orchestra plaving while the great trag-
cdyv of Life p its five acts

mfancy, childhood, manhood, old age
and death. Then exit the last ¢ arthly
opportunity.  Enter the overwhelming
realities of an eternal world!

I go further, and say that all those
amusements are wrong which lead into
bad company. If you goto any place
where vou have to associate with the
intemperate, with the unclean, with the
abandoned, bowever well they may be
dressed, in the name of God quit it
They will despoil your nature. They
will undermine your moral character.
ey will drop you when you are de-
stroy wed

1 had a friend at the west—a rare
friend. He was one of the irst to wel-
come me to my new home. To fine
persenal appearance he added a gener
osity, frankness and andor of nature
that made me love him like a brother.
BEut | saw evil people gathering arcund
him. They came up from the saloons
from the gambling hells They plied
him with a thousand arts Thrv seized
upon bis sovial natere and he conld pot
stand the charm. They drove him on
the rocks like aship full winged. shiver-
ing on the breakers [ used to admon-
ish him. 1 would say: “Now, 1 wish
you would quit these bad habits and
become a Christian™  *“O." he would
reply, 1 would like: I would like to; |
but | have gone so farl doat think
there is any way back.™ In his mo-

nre

live

~eraphs

are

lunges throuprh

ments of repentance he would go
home and take his little girl
of eight years, and rmt hrnoe

her convulsively, and cover her with
strew  aronnd her |
pictures and toys, and everything that
couid make ber happy: and then as
though bounded by an evil spirit, he

m that yielded you | would go out to the enflaming cup and

I shoved |

their counterparts in uneducated |
bankrupteies that shock the |

correction of the stocks [ was sum-
moned to his death bed. 1 hastened. 1
entered the room. [ found him, to my
surprise, lying in full every day dress
I(mth«h-pufthe eouch. I put out my
hand. He grasped it excitedly, and
said: “Sit down, Mr. Talmage, right
there.” | sat down He said: “Last
night I saw my mother, who has been
dead twenty years, and she sat where |
you sit now.

sion in the matter. 1
just as plainly as I sce
i“l!r. I wish you would take lhen

| strings off of me.  There are strings |
| Mtrung all around my body. 1 wish you |
| would take them u‘? of me." | saw i
| was delirium.  *0,” peplicd his wife,

there.” He went on and sald:  “Just |
where you sit, Mr. Talmage, my mother |
sat. She said o me, ‘Henry, 1 do wish |
you would do better.” [ gotont of bed, |
put my arms around her and sald:
‘Mother, | want to do better. | have |
been trying to do better. Won't you
belp me todo better?  You nsed to help
me."  No mistake aboat it, no delusion,
| I saw her, the eap and the apron and

the spectacles, just as she used to look

twenty vears ago, bot | do wish you
| would take those strings away. They
annoy me so. [ ecan hard!y tulke. Won't

you take them away?”
| T knelt down and prayed, conscions of
| the fact that be did not realize what |
was saving. | got up. [ said:  “God-
-Inl'.', 1 }|'|3|(' yon will be Letter soon.™
1. “Good-by, god-by.”  That
| night his soul went to the God who
gave it Arrangements sere made for
the olsequies.  Some said:  “*Don't
bring him in the chareh. He was too
" I said, “bring him in;
he was a good friend of mine while he
was alive, and I shall stand by him
now that he is dead  Bring him to the
chureh.™

A=1T sat in the pulpit and saw his
{ body coming up through the alsle I folt
as if I could weep tears of hlood. 1 told
the people that day: “This man had his
virtues and a good many of them.  But
if there is any man in this andience
who is without sin, let him cast the first
stone at this eoflin 1id.” On one side of
the pulpit sat the little child, rosy,
sweet faced, as beautiful as any little
chilil that sat at your table this morn-
ing, I warrant you. She looked up
wistfully, pot knowing the ful sorrows
of an orphan child. On the other side
of the pulpit were the men who had

said:

ldissalute. ™

destroyed him.  Did they weep? No.
INd they sigh repentingly? No.  Did

they say: “What a pity that such a
Lbrave man should be slain?" No, no;
not one bloated hand  was  lifted
to wipe a tear from a bloated checl
They sat and looked at the coflin like
vultures gazing at the earcassof a lamb
whose heart they had ripped out! |
cried in their cars as plainly as I could:
“There is a God and a jodgzment day!™
Did they tremble? O no, no. They
went back from the house of God, and
that night, though their victim lay in
Oukwood cemetery, | am told that they
blasphemed and they drank and they
rambled, nmd there was not one leas
customer in all the hiouses of iniguity.
This destroyed man was a Samson in
physical strengrth, but Delilah sheared

panionship dag his eves ont and threw
him into the prison of evil habits. Bat
in the hour of his death he rose up and
took hold of the two pillared curses of
God against drunkenness and unclean-
liness, and threw himself farward until
down upon him and his companions
there came the thanders of an cternal
catastrophe,

Again:  Any amusement that gives
you a distaste for domestie e is bad.
How many bright dorestic cireles have
been broken up by sinful amusements!
The father went off, the
off, the child went off. There

are to-
honseholds,
away, | would like to charm you back
by the sound of that one word “home,”

I saw a wayward hosband standing
at the death bed of his Christian wife,
and I saw her point to a ring on her
finger, and heard her say to her hus-
band, Do yvou see that ring?” He re-
phicd, “Yes, I seeit.™ “Well,” said she,
“do yon remwember who put it there?
“Yes," said he, 1 put it there,” and all
the past secmed to rush npon him.,
the memory of that day when, in the
presence of men and angels, you proms-

and in sickness and in health; by the
memory of those pleasant hoars when
vou sat together in your new home talk-
ing of a bright future; by the eradle and
the joyful bour when one life
spared and another given; by that sick-
bed, when the little one lifted up the
hands and ecalled for help,
vou knew he must die, and he put

brought you very near together in that
dying kiss; by the little grave in Green-
wood that yon never think of without a
rush of Teirs: by the family Bible,
where, amidst stores of heavenly Bwe,

births and deaths; by the neglects of
the past and the agonies of the future;
by a judgment day, when hasbands and
wives, parcnts and children, in immor-
tal groups, will stand to be eanght up
in shining array or to shrink down into
darkness; by all that [ beg you to give
to home your best affections.

ing when our past life will probably
pass before us in review. It will be our
last hour. If from our death pillow we
have to look back and sce a life spent
in sinful amuosement, there will be a
. dart that will strike through our soul
-.-lur;h-r than the dagger with which

of the past will make us quake like
Macbeth. The iniquities and rioting
throngh which we have passed will
come upon us, weind and skeleton as
Meg Merrilies.  Death, the old Shyloek,
will demand, and take, the remaining
pound of flesh, and the remaining drop
of blood; and upon our last opportunity
{or repentance, and our last chance for
Heaven, the curtain will furtrr drop

Her Verse of llrrlp!.m
At one of the teachers’ institutes held
a few years ago in Maine a rule was in

ing session late shounld pause at the
| door and recite a passage of Seripture,
a quotation from some poet, or other
expression of an idea for the edification
of those present at the session. There
was present at the session a plain little
old maid (“unappropriated blessings,™

I believe. they call them now) who was
continually saying and doing inappeo-
priate things. It seemed to come natu-
ral to her.  She was late one morning,
was this “unappropriated blessing.™

clectritied those within by remarking

suavely: “l love those that love me, |

and those that sevk me early shall find |
S—Lewiston Journal.

—Mrs de Piscopal —*“Yes, Marie is |
very nmw quite a society
tu'l Winkle -Ah, yes: what ome
might term a churchrgoing belle "—N.
Y. Herald

“You have used the phrase, ‘um open
socrel.
|socret™ Pupll—"A yawa. Nobody
{ knows what it really ="

=-De Mascus—"Is it true that Jally s
off on a blowont™ St A
“Partly troe, yes. He'sdead ™ “How?™

¢ apart, and & barlssd wire is strete

AGRICULTURAL HINTS.

HURDLE FOR SWINE.

An Excellent Flan for the PPasturing of
Shevp and Vigs
I beg to suggest a plan which 1 have |
used for pasturing both sheep and pign |
If the pigs have been used to control, |
or are wel! ringed, as they should ho‘

It was nodream. [ was | When pastured, s harndle light enough

wide awake. There was no dela- | ' for sheep will snswer equally well for |
saw hpr them. The hurdle may bemade of 2 by

4 chestnut uprights and 1 by 6 l-n.l
They may be 10 feet long and made in
this shape:

The three lower boards are 8 inches |
hed
I"" over

between the lowest twa. No

e !!"‘-r(- u’ﬂ"‘hlﬂ“h"m thl‘l’"‘ is n'.'hin‘ .mth Ull.' will ‘tt “l.l"l*h this fence. :
| t'n-

‘i:* tsr jj
II;*‘ I
w:_t-_-;ﬁ,_ ___'.ﬂ.
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The hurdle is salid and dorable and will
A Lot of them may b
carrivd on 8 low-wheelidl wapon ora
and set up amd fixed in the groond
very quickly. | have set up with the
help of one man 200 of them in a short
day, which will give adonbile line across

last mhny years

sleal,

20-00re field

o

1 sav a double line, beevanse this is
pecessary for the veonoamical feesding
n'lfnfnt'lr-l:- of cliwer The ficld e
ing laid out o this way, in narrow
strips. with two lines of hurdles, ot 1
i first fodd off, and then ot 2 the line §
is then moved s as to inclese lot 3,

T his s LeCessary
The ten lits
in

and so on o the end
to let ot | grow up again
Five two aeres or inore each,
b should feed a goond many hoges
+ for a week, more
1 wr us the
1 pasture is heavy
ar light, miving
ample thue for
the herbage t o
Iwt pemewesd) b
fore the
reane hed,

will
w i

lerss

l'lll’ s
and the

owr IIN'

feeding is begun again on lot 1
field may be divided up and down in
the coenter ir\' one fence, amnd smaller
lots laid off l'\ double lines as before;
then, whoen one-half the ticld is fod off,
the other half s fedd, lerinning next
the last one thus returnimgs to the head
of the ticld and beginning i
have founnd that by this method three
times as mach feeding may e had from
a ficld as by pasturing the whole at
atl once, a5 the waste arcely ob
servable, while if 20 he were turned
into a 20-aere field at onee, in week |
the whole field would be teammpled over
and half the Lerbage speoiled

By painting the hurdies with tar amnd
carcfully, they will Last |
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using them

twenty vears

him, and the Philistines of evil com- |

{ over thirty

mother went |

day the fragments before me of blasted |
0. if you have wandered |

| shown in our engrraving.

| slidhe upon it

L s worked |||1io'k]_\' baviek el forth )

Il_\' |

isedd to be faithful in joy and sorrow, |

wWas |

and |

one arm around each of your necks and |

i the brief but expressive recond of |

Ah my friends, there is an honr com- |

| Virginius slew his child. The mems wy |

To set them, | have wsed a sqnare- |
pointed bar, with which holes are mads
in the ground in the right spots, as the |
hordle is held halfapright by an as
sistant.  The holes are made small, and
when the hurdle is set up, the points
enter and are driven by a few
blows of il on the emds of the
posts, but not on the boarnds,  The
eids of the hundles are wired together
amed 1o @ stont stake
driven in the growd, by which they are
supported.  Quict sheep will not at-
tempt to jump over a fenee of this kind,
which will be tifty or fifty-two inches
high. and it will restrain any sized pigs |
days ol 1L Stewart, u |
Country Gentleman.

ilowmn

in two places,

RIDDLING THE SOIL.

An Easy Job When You
to Do It
moethod referred to
It consist
having a handbarrow  or other rece
cle to receive the prepared soil
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of its readers manages to et feed for
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