~PHE- “SKY ANTHEM"

Sermon Dolivered by Rov. T. De-
Witt Talmage at Beyrout

Tha Lessons of Christ's Adveat and Wiss
S on Earth-A (hristmas Merrp
with Geospel Gladusss and
Fardoned mia.

———

Meyrous came on the programme as
the Christmas stopping place of Rev. T.
Do Wikt Tajmage, and while there he
drelivered the following discourse, from
She text:

Glory 1o God in the highest, and on earth
Peace, good will toward n~Lake ii, &

At Inst | have what [ jonged for—a
Christioas eve in the Holy Land.  This
I e timo of the gear that Christ land-
el llc was & December (hrist. This
I the chill alr tupough which He de-
deendod. 1 look up through theso
Christzoas skies, and I sof no loosened
star hastening southward to halt above

Betllehem, but all the stars suggost the |

Star of Bethichem. No more neod that
any of them run along the sky to point
downward. In quietude they kneel at

the feet of Him who, though onee an |

exiio, is now enthroued forever  Fresh
up from Bothlehem, | am full of the
soenes suggesied by o visit o that vil-
lage. You know that whele region of
Bethlohem is tamous la Hible story.
Thero were the waving harvests of
Boaz, in which Ruth gleaned for horsolf
and woeping Nasoml. There David the
warrior was thirsty, and three men of
unheard of self-denial hroke through the
Philistine army to got him a drink. 1t
was to that reglon that Joseph and
Mary came to have thele pames enrolled
In the census.  That is what the Naript-
ure means when it says thoy camé “w
be taxod,” for people did not In those
duys rosh after the assessors of tax any
more than thoy now do,

The village inn was orowded with the I

strangors who had come up by the som-
mand of government to have thele
names in the census, so that Joseph and
Mary wore obliged to lodge in the sta
bles. You have seen sote of those
targn stone butldings, in the conter of
wlhich the eamels wors kept, while mun
ning out from this center in all direc-
tions thore wore rooms, in one of which
Jesus was born.  [Iad His parents hoen
more showlly apparelod 1 have no doubt
they would have found more comfort-
able entertainment  That night in the
finids the shephords, with erook and
kindled fres, were  walching  thelr
flocks, when Lark! 0 the sound of
voices strangely sweet. Can It bo that
the maldens of Bethlehem have come
oul o serenads the weary shephords?
But now & lght stoops upon them like
the marning, so that the Nocks arise,
shaking tholr snowy flecce and bleating
o their drowsy young. The heavens
are filled with armies of light, and the
carth quakes under the harmony as,
ochood back from cloud to cloud, it
rings over the midnight hills:  “Glory
to Giod in the highest, and on ecarth
E‘m'. goad will tomon!™ It seems that

@ erown of royalty and dominion and
power which Christ left behind [lim was
hang on tho sky in sight of Hethlshem
Who ksows but that that crown may
have becn mistaken by tho wise men
for the star running and pointing dewn-
ward?

My subjoct, In the fAmt place, im-
pressea me with the fact that indigence
in not always significant of degradation
When Frincos are born, heralds sn-
aounce it and cannon thunder It and
fags wave it, and luminations set
*ithes on fire with the tidings. Some of
s In England or Americs remember the
Sime of rejoleing when the Prines of
Wales was born.  You can remember
the gladnoss throughout Christendom at
the nativity In the palace at Madrid.
Bat when our glorious Prince was bors
there was no rejolcing on earth. Poor,
and growing poorer, yet the heavemly
recognition that Christmas night shows
the truth of the proposition that in-
digenon is not alwayssignificant of deg-
radation

In all ages there have been great
hearts throbbing under rags, tonder
sympathies under rough exterior, goid
in " the guarts, Parian marble in the
aquarry, and in every stable of privation
wonders of excelence that have baen the
joy of the hoavenly host.  All the great
deliverors of lterature and of nations
were born in homes without aMuenece,
and from their own privation learned to

add fight forthe oppressed. Many
‘s mAn hae held up hia plon-knot light
frem the wildernsas until all nations
aad penerations have seen i, and off of
his hard erust of peaury bas broken the
bread of knowledge and religion for the
starving wmillioas of whe race.  FPoelry,
and science, and lwrsture, and com.
meree, ang lawe, and constitntions, and
Hherty, like Christ. were lora in 8
manger

All the great thoughta which have
dovided the destiny of nations started in
obscure corners, and had Herods who
wanted 1o slay them, and Iscariots who
betrayed them, and rabbia that crucified
them, and sepulchors that confined them
umul they burst forth In glorious resar-
rection.  Strong  charscter. like  Lhe

ehadadendron, is sa Alpine plany, that

% fastast in the storm. Men are
fie wheat, worth allYhe more for being
Ralled. Some of the mast usnful propls
weuld aever have come 0 pusitions of
wiwlulness bad they mot been cm.q

dlu..*
o us e are all shephenia or shop
berdosscs, and we have our flocks of
cares and annoyanoes and antietien, and
we must at them.

We sometimes bear very goud people

things. | would be a great deal better |
than | am now ™ You are mistaken
Generally the best people are the busy
people.  Elisha was plowing In the fleld |
| when the prophetio mantle fell on him. |
| Matthew was sttending 10 his custom. !
| house dutles when Christ commanded
him to follow  Jamesa and John were
| mending their nets when Christ called
thom to bes fishers of men.  Had they
beon snoring (n the sun Chirlst woild not
have ealled their indoleace inta the
apostioship. Gideon was at work with
the flall on the threshing floor when he
| saw the angel  Saul was with  gegat
{ fatigue bunting up e Jost aspes when
he fouml the crown 1 ly The
prodigal son would never have ratend
and wanied to have returned o his fn-!
ther's house if e had not first gone into
business, though It was swine foeding
Not onee out of & hundred times willa
lazy man bocome a Christian.  Those
who have nothing 1o do am In vory un
favorable cirpamstancos for the recely- I
| ing of divine manifestations
when vou are in ldleness, Lut
are, like the Hofhlehom sheplords,
walching your flueks, that the glowy de-
i scefds and there is Joy among the angels
of Gad over your soul penitent and for
| igeven
[ Mysubet also strikes at the doly-
sion that the eligion of Chrlst is dolor
| ous and grief infusing The musle |
which broke through she midnight !
hoavens was not a dirge, hog ansuthem.
| 1t shook joy over the hills 1V net guly
droyped upon the shephords, batt | spfang
upwanl among the thrones  The robe
of & Saviour's rightecusness s not blsck, |
The Christian life is not made up of
weeping  and crssboaring amd wur1
waging Through the revelation of |
thnt Christroas night 1 find that religlon
i not & groan, hut asong Ina world |
[ of sin and siok bed and sepwlohgrs, we |
must have wouble; by in the darkest |
| night the heavens part with angelie
{song. You may, Hke Paul, b ship |
wrecked, but Lexhort you to be of geal |
choer, for you shall ail eseapn safe b l
the land.  Religion doos not shew {tself |
in the elongation of the face and the cut |
of the garh.  The Pharlsee who puts his
{religlon into his phylactery has none
left for his heart  Frotfulnoss and com
plaining do not belong to the family of
Christlan graces which move into IM-'
heart when the devil moves ont Chrlss |
vanity does not frown wpon sy sements |
and reoreations. It is not & cynle, (L i
not o shirew, It chokes no laughter, 1t
quedches no light, it defaces no art
Among the happy, it s the happlost. It
I8 just as much st home on the plays
ground as it is in the chareh. 1t is pust
as graceful in the charade us 1t is in the
psalm book. It sings just as well in

NSurroy Gardens as It prays in SU Paul's
CUhirist died that we might lve.  Christ
walked that wo might ride  Christ

wept that we might laugh

Again, my subject impressrs me with
the fact that glorious cadings some times
have vory humble beginnings The
straw pallet was the starting point. but
the shout in the midnight sky revealod
what would e the glorious consunma:
ton, Christ on Mary's lap. Christ on
the throne of nniversal dominlon. What
an humble starting! What a glorious
ending! Girnce hegine on & smsll scale
in the heart You see only men aa
troes walking. The grace of GUod in
the heart is a foeble spark, and Christ
has o keop both hands over it lest It be
blown out.  What an humble boginning'
Hut look at the same man when he has
spatored [leavon. Noorown able w0 ex-
presaa his royaity Ko palace abie wer-
press his wealth. No sooptor able o
cxpress his power and his dominlos.
Drinking from the fountain that drips
from the everlasting rock. Among the
barpers harping on thelr harpe. Om asea
of plass mingled with fire. lofore the
throne of Giod, 0 go nemore out lorever.
The spark of grace that Clirist had w0
keep both hands ever lest |l come o ex-
tinction. having famad up Into hanor,
and glory. and Immortality. What
humble starting! What glorious con-
summation.

My subject alao improssss me with the
affeot of Christ's misslon upwanl s
downward. Glory W Ged, prece Lo nan.
When God sent His Son inle the world,
angeis discovered something new in
Giod, something they had never soen be.
fore. Not power, not wisdom, not jove,
They knew all that before. Hut when
Giod sent His Son into this world then
the angels saw the spirit of seif-denial
in God, the apirit of self-sacrifics in
God. It is sasier to love an angel on
His throne than a thief on the crima, o
seraph in his worship than an adulteross
In her erime When the angeis saw
Giod —the God wha would not allow the
woat insignificant angel in Heaven ‘o |
b hurt-give up His Som, is Son, llhl
only. omly Som, they saw someihing
that they had never thought of before,
and [ do neot womder that when Christ
lnunnl out va that pilgrimage the an- |
gelein leaven clapped thelr wings ia |
Wwiumph snd called on all the howts of
| Heaven w0 belp thom celedrste |t sad |
sang 8o loud that the Hethlehem shop.
herds Leard It “Yilory 0 ted In tha
highest ™

Butli wassleo o be & mission of prens
Infinite boiinees- aecumeistnd

In us. and we in (led.
Atonewent! Justion sat-
ieled. aine lorgiven. oternal |ife onryrad,

:

Imlrnﬂ' past! Wihat a speciacie i |
. M P Fehre go the bhosta of larsel
| 9 ™ Yo of Bed Seas one of ay-

l

| from the

| by

nations There pever waa & place o8
carth where that word prace sounded o
offensively w0 ihe ears of the malviwdy i
o4 in the ;hno- empire.  They did nd

want peace.  The greatest music they !

say. “If 1 had & month or & year o evor heand was the clanking chains of | o,
two to do nothing but attend to religious |

thelr captives  If all the blood that
has beon shed in battlo could o gathe
ered tlogeiher it would uplear a navy

The club that struck Abel W0 the varh
Bas 1 echors in Ahe batoherion of all
agvs  Hmupd llurke whoe gave on
wild atholatiofn said that there had twen
spent in battle thirty five thousand mill
tons of dollars or what weuld bo equal
o that but he had notl seon inte our
times, when nourown day, in Awmeries, |
e oapended three thousand million of

dollars in civil war |

Oh, 1f we could now take our peosition
on some high point and sos the world's

f bl There go Uyrus,
and hils ary, with Infuriate yoll, rejoles |
ing over the tall af the gates of Naby-
lon. There guos  Alovander. lealing |
forth Lis hosts and eonquering all the |
world but himself, the carth meling
with the batilo gash of Arbels and Per
sepolie There goes Ferdinand Cortes,
lwa vy hie butwlhiornd cnemios on the

A s .u"
on yod ’ Whle landesencs fragrant with vanilia

»d ‘l‘ﬂ‘ktf? with groves of flowers
1 @ ere goos the great Freneh-
man, leading his army down through
kgypt Like one of (s plagues. and up |
through Russia like ono of (6 own iey |
blasta.  Yonder (s the grave trench ump
der the shadow of Sebastopal  Thers
are the ruins of Ivelhl and Allahabad, |
Il vonder are e Inhuman Sepovs and
W brave regiments under Havelook |
t\‘gm‘ the insulied fag of Hritaing |
h cut tlght through the heart of my
native land Isa trench (n which there
He one willion Northern and Southern '
dewl | .
OR, the tears’ O, tha blosd! (O, the |
lomg marches’ O, the hoapital wounds! |
O, the martyrdom’ Oh, the death' Nat
brighior than the light which fashied on
all theose swords and shilelds and mus
kotry Lo the Hght that fell on lotnies |
hem, and louder than the bray of the
trumpeis, amd the nelghing of Lhe
qhiargers, 'amd the crash of the walla
el b phmning of the dving armbos,

I s the song that unrolls this momont

ahy, smeel as though all the
bolls of Hoaven rung a jablles:  “osos |
on earth, gosd will toward meon O,
whon will the day come - Gl hasteon I8!
when the swords shall b turned Inte
plow shares, aud the firtrossos siall e
remsdeled Into chinrebhes, and the wen
of blood lmttling for renown sahall be- |
come god soldivoes of Jesus Chirist, and
the cannon now siriking down = hole
colvmns of doath shall thunder e vl
wiries of the tralh? |
When we think of the shole waorld
saved wo owre apt o think of the few
|-‘|"|!f" that now inhabit It tmly s Tery
few, compared with the population to
come. And what a small part cultd !
vated, Do you know It has besn au- |
hentioglly extimated that dhreg-fourihe
of Eurvpe |s yet all barrenness, nad
that nine hundred and ninety onoone
thousandth partof the entire glolw is
uncultivated® This s all W be cuitd
vated, all inhabited and all gospelised
Oh, what teurs of repestance wlea
nations hegin o weop! O, what sup
plications when oconlisenia begin o
pray! Uk, what e jolcing when homis
pheros begin W sing! Churches will
warship on the places where (his vory
hotre smokes the bloot of humian sa:
rifiee. antl wandeoring through sthe snake
intreted jungles of Africs Christ's hee!
will bruise the arrpont's head. Oh,
wken the trumpet of salvstion shall

e sounded everywhers and  the
natlons  are  redeemed, 8 lighs
will fall o ryery wen
brighter then het which fell spon

Hethlehom, and morn  overwhalning
than the song which frll on the pasture
Beldas whore the focks fod, there will
b & song lowder than the storm-lified
woeans.  “Ulory W God In the kighest ™
and from sll nations and kindred and
people and tonguss will come the s
sponse’  “And on eerih poase, good will
tweard men'" Op thia Christmas eve |
bring you guood udings of great joy
Pardon for all sin, comfort for il
trouble and life for the dead  Kuall we
now lake this Christ into sur heare? |
The time s possing, This s the clos |
ingof the your. How the tima speeds
Put your kand on your heart-one,
two, threo,  Three tues lesa It will
beat.  Life is passing like gasgeilos uver
the plaln.  Sorsvws hover lke petrels
over the e Death awoops like & vult
ure from the mounisine. Misery rolls
wpto our ears like waves lravea')
songs fall 1o us [lke stam
| wish you & merry Christmas, ao!
with worldly dissipation, but merry
with Giospel gladniss, merry with par
donad sin, merry with hope of reunion
in the akiss with sll guur loved ones
who have preweded you  In that greed.
#ot and Lol aemen & merry Lhristmas
And Gald grast 1hat in our fnsl we |
ent we may bave aa bright o visien ae
did the dying girl when she said
“Mother " pointing with bor  his
white hand throagh the window |
“Mother. what 1o What bmantiful jand
oul yonder buyond the mountaing, the |
high mountaine”’
O," sald the mother, “my dariing, |
there are ne mountaies oiibhin sight of

s bowe
A, " she sald, “deon'y "L
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A new sae of Lhe phonoagraph has
Veaon discovered A teachor 4! lan
pragre, whose sdmirable scvenl has |
Brovght Lim miany puplis. resoris to (e
phonograph abhareser be inds 11 a8 an
sanbatant tutor.  For dnstano, he will |
ik slowly in Parlsian French o Ppage
of some gossd author in that! tongus inta
the phongraph. and Instracta his pn'»lll
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Aler the Inter |
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inthis regand,
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vosms Whey had  Misarrivel wouid have
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ple woulld have Bcbhed Lo (e Mountain |
o sed bim, and e would have loen o
big rard e was sometimes ralled the
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& fval profit te the hosss shom he put
“p We are satiafied that in refusing to |
s
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