DEPEW’S ORATION.

A Grapd Tribute to the Memory
of George Washington.

The following s & synopsis of the oration | gl c - Ater &
delivercd by Hon Chauncey M. Depew,
LLD., at the Centennial of the Inaugura-
tion of George Washington, first Pres-
fdent of the United States. from the steps
of the Treasury Buflding, New York April

We celebrate to-day the Centenary of our
Une hundred years ago the
began their existence. The
ers of government were assumed by the

of the Eepublic, and they became

sole mource of authority. The solemn
ceremonial of the first inauguration, the
reverend oath of Washington, the acclatin
of the multitude greeting their President,
the unique event

modern times in the de

contending against the
Britain, we m
and disputes.”
But even through this Clmmerian dark-
ness shot a flame which illumined the com- \
ing century, and kept bricht the beacon | in his diary on the n?rht of his departure:
The architecta of consti- |
tutiona! treedom formed their institutions | Vernon, to private life, and to domestic
with wi:dom which forecasted the future. ! felicity, and with a mind oppressed with
¥y may not have understood aifiret the | more anxious and painful sensations than I
whole truth, but, for that which they knew, | have words to express, set out for New York | less thau one-fifteenth of the inbabitants of
and the cru- | with the best disposition to render service | |
to my country in obedience to it call, but | fourth of {ts manufaciuriug. one ffth of 1te

tires of liberty.

United States

they had the martyrs’
saders’ enthusiasm. #

The government of the republic by a Con-
gress o States, a diplomatic convention of
the ambassadors of

£ peity co
Of | after seven 5

eulmination of the working out by mig
blem of self-government It was

triumph of a system, the applica-
tion of a theory, or the reductivn to prac-

Waslington

States and the
federates to fi

every thing which is
predict the worst consequences from a half-
starved, li:nping Government, always mov-
wn crutches, and tottering at every
The response of the cmmm
convention of 1757, at Philadelp!
Declaration of Independence was but the
vestibule of the temple. which this llustri-
With no successful
worked
Govern-

ous assembhly g .
precedenta to grul L
out the problem of Co
ment, and of imperial power and home
rule, supp'ementing each other in promot-
ing the grandeur of the Nation, and preserv-
ing the liberty of the individual
The deliberations of great councils have
vitally affected, at different
history of the worid and the
pires; but this Congress bullded, w
ular sovereignty, institations
to n:‘?hbrm 2
en to fit
and traditiona
a bundred years has
for us the perfoction of the work, for de-
fense against foreizn foes, and for self-
eservulion arainst domestic insurrectio
limitless expaunsion in population an
material development, and for steady
wth in intellectual freedom and force.
ts continuing intluence upon the welfare
and destiny of the human race can only be
measured by the capacity of man to culti-
vale and enjoy the bouud
of Hberty and law. The eloquent eharsoter-
dstone condeners its
meri's: *“The American Constitution i the
most wonderful work ever struck off at a
given time by the brain and purpose of

The statesmen who composed this
Henate were equal to their trust

ci nclusions were the results of calm debate
and wise concession. Their character and
abilities were so pure and great as to com-
maud the eontidence of the country for the
licy of the indep=
the power of the general
Government, which had hitherto been the
wactice and almost universal
for the adoption of the idea of
the Nation and ita sunremacy.
Towering in majesty and influence above
them all stood Washington, their President
Beside him was the wvenerable Franklin,
who, though eightv-one years of age
1ght to the deliberations of the conven-
tion the unimpaired vigor and resources of
brain, the most hopeful
largest experience of
Oliver Ellsworth, afterwards
Chief Justice of the United States
profoundest  jurist

country; HRobert Morrls, the
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tice of the abstractions of philosophy. The
time, the country, the heredity and envir-

le, the ml}yi of rl: ene-
mies, and the noble courage of its frionds,
gave to liberty after ages of defeat, of
trial, of partial success and
mortal victory.

onment of the

mt, of
gains, this im
Henceforth it had & refuge and recruiting
found fres homes in
thian favored and invisible armies
marched from 1t by mail and telegraph, by

by precept and exumple, The

h and P
Do
Puritans in New England, Dutchmen in
New York, Catholics in Maryland, lHugue-
nota in Routh Carolina had felt the fires of
rsecution and were wedded to religious
They had been puritied in the fur-
nace, and in high debate and on bhloody bat-
tle-fields had learned to sacritice all ma-
terial interests and to
buman righta. The principles of constitu-
tional government had been impressed
them by aandreds of years of » cag-

gle, and for each priaciple they could joint
to the grave of an ancestor whome
death sattested the ferocity of the fight
arbitrary power.
«tions of au Ly,
pledge thetr lives and fortunes to resist en-
croachmenta upon their rights, but it re-
uired the lesson of Indian mas<acres, the
vesion of the armies «f France from
Canada, the tyranny of the British Crown,
the seven years’ war of the Levolution, and
the five years of chaos of the Confederation
to evolvethe idea, upon which rest the
power and permanency of the Republic,
that lil:ar? a:nd union are one and insepar-

ril their livea for

fzation of Mr.

These men were not revolutionists, they
were the heirm and the guardians of the
cless treasures of munkind.  The Brit-
King and his Ministers ‘were the revolu
They were reactionaries, secking
arbitrarily to turn back the hands npon the
ear of doubt and debuts,
raptism of blood upon the battie-ficids,
where soldiers from every colony fought,
under a common
solidated the Comtinental Anuy, gradually
lifted the soul and understanding of this fm-
mortal Congress to the subline declaration:
**We, therefore, the representatives of the
America, in reneral Con-
appealing to the Supreme

for the rectitude of our
intentions, do, in the name and by the au-
thority of the goad jeople of these colonies,
solemnly publish and declaze that these
united colonies are, and of richto
. free and independen? S'at 5

To this declaration John Hancock, pro-
scribed and threatened with death, athxed
a signaturs which has stood for a centuiy
like the polnters to the North Star in tle
firmament of freedom, and Charles Carroll,
tannted that amo:zg many Carrolls, he, the
Ameriea, might esca
description and identitication
in Harrison, a dele-
ancestor of the dis-

ed statesman and soldier who to-

day so worthily fils the chair of Washing-
the unalterable
defiance of
John Hancock, u
was #el. in  his arma
the Presidential
, .I-E.' b?oﬂu-r Pritain
care for her making our
& Massachusetts man, wlmnng
from pardon by public jgoe-
lamation;" and when they were signing the
Declaration, and the slender Ellndge Ger-
pleasantry, “We must
ror surely we will hang sep-
son responded

el thme. A the wisest

rhilosophy, and the
, and con-

Uuited Siates
gress
Judge of the wor

¥

addeod
*‘of Carrollton.” the only refuge
ate from Virginia,

concentration

uot want to =

;

conclusions
uot be opted, but amend and
was assuming startling unan
me force and majestic

brought the sssem-
plane of {ia duty and

“It s too

ttered the grim

20 nae orwWal

blage to th» lo:
nity. 'tlat,lﬂll:

hat no plan we

a moment, but you will be

fiashed athwart the great
W be for its signers a
0:1: of immertality,

purpose and un-
ution they subseribed thu;r
o: fear and the penal-

any statesman of the
efferson grasp and di

mll‘l.jl’ lf.wﬂn-
tzed the spirft
institution=  Hi< ptilosophical :t‘:::ul

ts or the chains of
an uestioning and
which was accepted by bt few

as with firm hand,
what we ourrelves disapprove
afterwards defend our work?
a standard to which the wise and honest
can repair; the event s in the handsof God *
Freed from the limitations of itsenvir n-
ment, and the question of the adoption of
its work. the convention erected ita Gov-
ernment upon the eternal foundations of
le. It discussed the
compact between in-
dependent States, and derived National
rower from the people of the United Statea
tion Sl put = peactical eperation
m:enltlhl of the laration of
nee. From chaos came order_ from
insecurity came safety, from disintegra-
tion and civil war came law and liberty,
witi the principle proclaimed in the pre-
amble of the great charter
ple of the United States, in order to form a
more perfect uniom, establish justies, in-
sure domestic tranquility. provide for the
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mer esential for the emer.
break the links binding the cale-
perial authority, and to pulverize

:aration of Independence and
persuaded him to doubt the wisdom of the
wers mmmh “l;&' N:ﬂl::: fom

passionate love of liberty he ame in-
nsely jealous of autherity. He destroved
the of roval pre
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the direct r

demo

of the

lution. and Gouverneur Morris, the most
versatile genius of his period; Roger Sher-
man, one of the most eminent of the sign-
ers of the Declaration of Independence. and
John Ratledge, Rufus King
}-chl:: lmdotl'hndnlph and the Pinckneys, were
enders of unequaled sm, courage,
ability and learning; while Alexander Ham-
ilton and Jumes Madison, as original think-
ers and constructive statesmen, rank among
the immortal few whose o
ages guided Ministers of and
mined the destinies of nationa
There were noexamples tofollow, and the
experience of its members led part of them
to lean toward absolute contralization as
from the anarchy of the
confederation, while the rest clung to the
soverelymty of States, for fear that the
power would end in the
absorption of libgrty. The larg~ States did
utrender the advantage of
thelr position und the smaller States saw
the danger to their existence.
At this crisis the courage and confidence
gra_;dod to or'm‘«lm -11?11".:?. weakened
temporizing t prom
the convention with the alluring
proposition of not

ot

com

proceeding taster than
peonle could bhe educated to fol-
us not waste
which will

propose will be adopted
Perhaps another dreadful conflictis to be
If to please the people we offer
. bow can we

Let us raine

. “We, the peo-

i
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! the New Yok convention by the splendor
| of his oraior s

trolling -~ I i h.nl:l:"d“‘"m
supreme con power, | gave confldence o

are considering themselves as depend-

ing on their respective A _
when Independence had been | confideuce while the great and complicated

fmpotency of

-

States.”

the Gov-

him the exclama-
ously and successfully
tion of Great | ambitious
y fall a prey to our own folly | hhte:n spent in re

mmonwealths,
years was falling
asunder. Threatened with civil war among
fastitutions. The occasion wal Dot AN oy yhembers, insurrection and lawlessness
he | rife within the Statea, foreign commerce
| rined and internal trade puralyzed, 123 cur-
' yrency worthless, ita merchants bankrupt,
it= (arin< mortzaged, its marketa clo=ed, ita
labor uncmployel, it wan like a helpless |
the ocean, tossed about by the
tidex and ready to be engulfedin the storm
ve the warning and called
t was & voles ace
command, but now entreating. The vet-
erans of the war and the statesmem of the
steppad to the front’ The
patriotism which nad been misled, but had
never faltered, rose above the iuteresta of
salousies ol jarri
the hasia for union.
clear to me as A, B, C," said Washington,
“that an extension of Federal
wounld make us one of the most
wealthy, respectable and powerful
that ever inhabited the terrestrial globe.
soon
everse.

waa the

Tate of Em.

enough
continent, and elastic
all conditions of race
experience of

less opportunities

in

Abridge Gerry,

ions have for

| est things which in
inspired of God, | ¢t man to attem
upon this continent the I!but_vih s e
they solved the problem o
lending and vet
self-government with N
and the l'?
majesty an
government of the

ticles of confederation, became ban
because it could not raise four millions of

iz

| free Govermment in
au ¥,
with the

i
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But the maultitudes whom no argument

could convince, who saw in the Executive

er and centralized force of the consti-

on nistry, were sat-

*d onlv with the asscrance, *“Washington

it quieted alarm and

d mand courage
to the weak

He alone could stay asault and inspire

machinery of organized government was
ut in order and set in motion.  Doubt ex-
ted nowhers except in his modest and un-
heart His whole life had
ated macrificea for
country's welfare, and he did not
hesitate now, though there is an under-
tone of inexpressible sadness in this entry

“Ahout ten o clock

with less hope of auswering its expecta-
tiona. "

No conqueror was ever accorded sucha
triumph. no ruler ever such a welcome. In
this wemorable march of six duys teo the
Capitol, it was the pride of States to ac-
company him with the masses of their peo-

ple o their bord rs, that the citizens of the | and are Wrying the strength of all sysiems
escort him '

next commonwealth mizht
through ita territory. ® « #

He had wisited New York thirty-three
years before, al=o in the month of April, in
the full perfection of his early manhood,
fresh from Braddock’s bloody field, and
wearing the only laurels of the battle, bear-
ing the prophetic blessing of the venerable
President Davies, of Prineeton College,
as “That heroie vouth, Colonel Wash-
ington, whom I can nos but hope Prov-
idence has bitherto preserved in so signal
a manner for some important service to
the country.” It wusa fair daughter of our
State whose smiles allured bifm here, and
whoss coy confession that her heart was
another’s recorded his only failure, and sad-
dened his departure. Twenty years L-a--d
and he stood before the New York Con-
Kress, on this very spot, the unanimously
chosen Commander-in-Chief of the Conti-
nental army, urging the psopie to more vig-
orous mensures, and made painfully aware
of the increased desperation of the strug-
gle, from the ald to he given to the ene-
my by domestic sympathizers, when
he knew that the same local military com-
pany which escorted him was to orm
the like mervice for the British Governor
Trvon on fs landing on the morrow. Re-
turning for the defenss of the city the next
summer, re executed the retreat from Long
Island, which secured from Frederick the

Gireat the opinion that a great er
had appearad, and at Harlem Heights
be won the first American vic-
tory of the Revolution. which gave
that confidence of our raw recruita

the famous veterans of Furope which car-
ried our army triumphantly through the
war. 5ix years more of untold snfferings,
of freezing and starving campa. of marches
over the snow by hare-footed roldiers o
heroic attack and spiendid victory, of de-
wair with an unpald army, and of hope from
genurous asilstance of France, and
peace had come and inde nce
triumphed As the Ia't soldier of
the {nvading enemy embarks, Wasah
ington at the head of the patriot host
enters the city, receives the welcowme and
gratitude of its people, and in the tanerv
which faces us across the way, in silence
more e'orment than specch, and with tears
which choko the words, he bids farewell
forever to his companions in arms Such
were the crowding memories of the xast
to Washington in 17 by his ap-
h to New York

Washington was never dramatic, but on
fr-at ocrasions he not only rose to the full
deal of the event. he hecame himself the
event One hundred years ago to-day the
procession of foreigm Am lors. of
stat=siien and Generals, of civie socleties
and miiitary companies, which escorted
him, marched from Franklin square to
Pearl  street, lh:olfh Pearl o

and up road

Broad, to this
spot, but the people saw only
ashington., As he stood u the

steps of the old Governmeut building here,
the thought must have occurred to himn that
it was a cradle of liberty. and as such giv-
lnT a bright omen for the future. In thesae
halls in 1735, in the trial of John Zeuger,
had been established for the first time in ita
history the lilerty of the presa. Here the
New York Assemblr, in 17%, made the pro-
test against the Ntamp act, and proposed |
the ygeneral conference which was!
the beginning of the United Colonial
action. In this old State House in
175 the Stamp wmet congress, the
first amd the father of American
Congresses, assembled and presented to the
English Government that vigorouas protest

bade adieu to Mount | genius  nce the

ocede constitutions to Lthelir
divide with them the

the American eolunies into rebellion amd
'E war u
to ki

Crown has devolved upon Minlsters who
bold office subject
egual powers of the House of

ancient privileges. Bub to-dav, the Ameri-
can peo ?;I after all the dazzltug

and obligation
coneci

private life
citizeuship and patriotisa, for love and de-

tnepiring past and splendid preseat. the

RBat It Was Doublless Fear That Made

which caus=d the repeal of the act, and
checked the ftirst step towards the usurpa-
tion which lost the America: colonies to
the British empire. Within these wallx the
Congress of the Confederation had comnmis-
sioned ite Ambassadors abroad, and in inef-

the necessity for the concentration of Fed-
eral authority, now to be consummate=d
The tirst Congress of the United States
gathered in this ancient temple «f liberty,
greeted Washington and accompani«d bim
to the balcony

Hamilton, Governor Clinton, »r Rher-
man, Richard Henry Lee, General Knox and
Baron Steuben. But we believe thut among
the invisible host above him, at thinsupreme
moment of the culminution in permanent
triumph of the thousands of years of strug-
gle tor self-government. were the
the soldiers of the revolution w bad
died that their countrymen might enjoy
this blessed day, and with them were the
Barons of Runnymede and Willilam the
Silent, and Sidney and Russell, and Crom-
well and Hampden, the heroes and
martyrs of liberty of every race and age

An he came forward. (he muititude in the

streeta, in the windows and on the roofs meand uncovered b s great teeth Per
haps another might have fired st him, as bis E7AVS

sent up such a shout that
Washington sat dowm overcome with
emotion. As he slowly rose and his tall
and majestic form again appeared. the

viewed the scene. The Chancellor sol-
emnly read to him the oath of office, and
Washington, repeating, said. *I do solemn- |
Iy swear that [ will faithtully execute the
office of President of the United State=, and
will, to the best of my abliity, preserve, |
and defend the Constitation of the
‘nited States.” Then he reverently
bent low and kissed the Bibly utter-
ing with profound emotion: “So help me,
God.” The Chancellor waved his roles and
ahouted: It is done. long !ive George '
Washington, the United |
States!” “Long live (George Washington,
our tirst President!” was the answering
cheer of the people, and from the wveifries
rang the bcll.n and from forta and ships
thundered the cannon, echoing and repeat-
ing the cry with r-srmd!n-.- acclaim all
over the land: * Long iive George Waxhing - |
ton, President of the United SNgaies'” ® ¢+ &
No man ever stood for =0 much to his
country and to mankind as lienrfn Washi-
ington Hamtiton, Jefferson and Adams |
Madison and Jay, cach represenated some of |
the elements wiich formed the Uulon |
W shinzton embofied them all i
Do his counwymen exaggerate bis vis-
Listen to Guaizot. the historian of
civilization: " Washington did the two great-

e mal by peace
the independence of his coantry which he |

uered by war He founded »
the name of the
principles of order and by re-establishing
their sway.” Hesr Locd Emkine, the
most famous of advocates: “Tou

mmu:ywlm an aw-
ful revere = the trib
grestest
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genticman who had been an habitual trav-
eler, the other day
the Cape of Good Hope after lLions, and had
proceeded some distance into the interior,
fectual efforta at government had created . when our attenton was calied o an object
skulking in the bushes Three of us dis-

wewent. Imade tor the brush, acd asl
turned it, being on my bands and kuees, |

The famous men visihle came face to face with & lion
about hin were Chancellor Livingston, four feet of his head when 1 discovered him,
Vice-Prestdent John Adams, Alexauder His eyes were open very wule, aod bis
breath came to me with sickening odor,
but he neither growled nor moved for along
minute

was s0 overcome that [ was Like one paraly-
iritaof gzed for the time.

five days.

| Jow growl, aud sat up for a better look at

i abarn door, and I bad my gun all ready,
people. deeply affected. In awed silence but lhadn’tthe power to rase my arms.

quite a crowd gatherad, watlching Lis move- .o Lnian g the rooks on Monnt Sinsl, and

i b

i

ANTF "r
of Washington's Repullic, ereate one of the m“ TLR ARO!A “"s'
of the world and opru ex-
reservoirs of Natiopal weaith
Mﬁ:&thh generation, a civil war of
uneq n.z-nnudo caused the expend!.
tare and loss of eight thousand miliions of
dollars, and kil six hundred thousand
and permanently disabled over a million
young men, and vet the lmpelucus prog-
ress of the North and the marvelous In-
dostrial development of the new and free
South have obiiterated the evidences of de-
struction, and made the war a memory,
and have stimulated production uatil our |
annual lux nearly equals that of
England Fruuce and Germany combined
The teeming millions of Asia tili the pati#nt
soil, and work the shuttle and loom as their
fathers have done for ages, wmodern | On Easter “unday Dr. Talmage preached
Europe bhas felt the (ufluenwe and g, 4 yuut concourseat the Brookiva Tabe:-
ErTAved i aiionet ofthe Ioralcs: | macie bie subject being “Aromtice fo
-3 Napuleonic wars, and veg, Easter.”™ Dr. Taimage took two tex:
only two hundred aud sixty-uine vearsalter Luke Xxiv 1. “Hrngngibe spiosswhob
the little band of pligrims lauded on  they had vrepared,” and 1 Corinthians
Piymouth Hock. our people, duwmbering gy 52; *Toe trumpet sbal. scaud”™ He
said:
Enchanting work kave | before me thie

agriculture and ownone-sixth of ita weaith.  Easter morning, for, imiaung these

Steam and eleciricity bave changed 1he women of the box?, who beoug bt arcmatios
commerce not on'y, they bave revolulion: ¢, the mausoieum of Christ, | am gos g to
!I‘{‘:’d;:':h:l?g:::izu:g;ntr‘ﬂq t::: l::::j:: unroll frangine-ns= and ba'm a .IJ otimr of
and brought all races and uationalit es into  TOS®s and cardamon from the Easdt Indies
touch and sympathy They have tested and odors from Arabia, and wheu we can

mbale no moire of the porfume then wne
will 1alk of swee! sound. and hear from
the music that shall wakethe deoad  Hav-
ing on other Essters dosei bead the whole
scena, | need on' v infour or ive sentences
say: CUhrist was lving flat on His baok
lifeleas, aundst q-‘uflo{ur-l rowcka, Tovks
over Him, rocks und=r H m and & door of

3 rocks all bounded by HQowers and [ unt-
Dukes and wmargraves of Germany who R
reigued despotically and sold their soldiers ®i0% of Juseph's country seat Then a
for foreign service, have pas ed juto his. bright immortal, hav ng desconded from
tory. and their helra have neitler ﬂ:rr-n..' Heaven, quick and fasbing as a falhing |
atives nor dowain  Spain busgone L xmu.t{ meteor. picks up the door  of ..n-;!
wtng vioisat changes s the [<TLiAley and pate L avida ae though W were |
upon feoble life of an fulsut Frince C08ir and sits on it Then Christ
France, our anclent friend, with lt‘]."‘hh'd unwraps Himself of His murtusry ap-
and bloody revolutions has tried the parel and takes the turban fiom His

Rev. T. DeWitt Talmage Dis-
ecourses on the o

The Gospel Full of Swertness—~The Werld
the Lord's Flower Garden — The Gwrand-
eur of the KResurrection-The
Judgment [Pa).

the globe, do cne-third of ita mining, one

to stand toe straio and conform to the con-
ditions which follow the germindliug
influences of American Democracy, At
the time of the inauguratdon of Wash.
ington, seven royval families ruled as
many kingdotas tn Italy, byt six of them
have scen their throues overturned and
their couutries disappear from the wap
of Europe. Most of the Kings FPrinces

government of Bourbon and Con- heal and folds it up de iberate'y aod lave |
vention, of Directory and Cousu- g down in one p'ace and puts the shroul
:’uherfdiz:-r;lpg:mr?l;u :::l-j”nl’.vprll-?li in another piace and comss out and finds |
of Empire and agatn Kepublic. The Haps ', that the soldiers who had be=a on guacd |
burg and the Hobenzollern after convual- @re lying around, pallid and in a dead

sions which bave rocked the foundation of swoon, their swords bent and useiess
their throue, bave been compeilcd W con-  The illustrious prisoner of the tomb is dis-
ople and 0 opggel anid five bundred poopis see him

awhbirary power e PR
wielded so autocratically aud brilliantiy by | 8 o6c®.  An espevial congiess of evcles:

Maris Theress and Frederick the Great . 8stics called to pav a bribe to the resusci-
The royal will of George IIL could erowd tated soldiers and to say that there was no
resurrect:on and that while they wmere |
@ thew until they were lost  gyeriome of slumber the Christians Pad
. bus the autbority of the played resurrectionists and etolem the

% the .r',wd of vorpse. The Marys are at the tomb with

the representatives of the people, aud the arcmeatics,

in the C L“‘dl' h:“’ Way did not these womesn of 'he text
become vested € Lomnions, lcaving pring thorne and netties for these would
to the Peers only the shadow of their Bavs mive Bioronghly axprosied (hopiore- |

mg sorvow of themssives and their Lord?

develop-

ments
sign, such as that of the Himan sagie |
No they bring aro- |

lugton

t g ' -, - -
been awmended ounly upon the lnes lald yproa' of conquest
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