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Once upon a time two people, who
had been marrvied a great many years,
were sitting beside their stove, in their
comfortable little house, talking to each
other.

“Why did the good Heaven never
give us any children?’ asked the old
man of the old woman. “It seoms
strange that tipsy Peter Petervitoh
should have four great sons, and 1
none. and that women who know noth-
ing of the care of a household should
have many dangliters, while you have
pot even one, Veda Nekrasof.™

It is the will of Heaven, Vanza
Nekrasof,'" replied the wife; “but I
would be very glad to have a danghter.
She would be such a pleasure o us.
Fancy her, with her flaxen hair—just
what mine was when I was girl—her
round. blue eyes, and her plump white
arms, pouring cut tea for us on a win-
ter night, sitting here and singing to
us. Weshould dress her like a little
queen, for yon have plenty of money,
Vanza! and if she married she should
kave such a necklace of gold coin as
no girl in the country has ever had.”

“Bah! and why should she marry?
You women nlnn\s think of that," said
the husband.

«Well, she

should not marry, she
would love ns too well; but she would
sought in marriage,” said the old
wife. *“We both come of handsome
families. My little lran"\‘etl.u wonld be
a beauty, and so good.”

“Yes, Ivanyetta would be her name,"
said Vanza. 1 like it. Hark! what
j= ”.t.l'.9

“The bealing of the snow drift on the
door,” said V eda.

“No, a knock,”” said Vanza.

He arose and weunt to open it. A
white fizure stood without in the snow,
tall, slender, and seemingly wrapped in
white furs.

It seemed to Vanza to be no mortal
woman, yet he felt that it was no evil
thing.

**iire Christmas days are coming,”
said the figure. “I bring you a present.
Take care of Give it to no other.

Swear?”’

“I swear,” said Vanza.

He held ont his arms. The white
firure laid something in them. A great
drift of snow rushed  in between them
us she did so, and seemed to sweep her
away

The next minute he stood within his
room, holding in his arms the most
beautiful child his eyes had ever rested
on.

“*Heaven has heard wus, Veda,” he
said, **This is nothing evil; and, re-
member, I promised never to give it to
anyone else.”

Veda erossed berself and took the
babejin her arms. A great mother-love
welled up in her heart for if; a great
jov, impossible to express. On the
next day they had the child baptized,
and now they were happy, for no par-
ents had a sweeter, lm‘ﬁfier child.

“Phe angels brought it from heaven,"

said the ne.vhlmrs

The little Iy anyetta grew apace. She
pever disobeyed ‘her pai'cnts. She was
devout and neat as well as beautiful.
When she was a tall, young maiden
with lone, golden braids down her
back, she allowed old Veda Nekrasof to
do none of the household work. Often
the old people sat beside the stove while
she sang to them and brought them hot
tea, and remembered the days when
they wished for a daughter. They were
very happy, but happiness cannot keep
age away. Tliey grew old in twenty
years, for they were already long past
middle age when the child came to
them. And now the young men of the
neighborhood began to suefor the hand
of Ivanyelta Nekrasof—the tall, young
son of the doctor, the schoolmaster’'s
nephew, the young tea merchant, who
was believed to be so rich—but to each
and all the people said—

*We cannot give our child away.
We have made a vow before Heaven.”

For a long while Ivanyetta was, glad
to hear them say so, but one day s
stranger came, a youth from Denmark,
who sang divinely, who said things to
her that no one had ever said before.
She lost her heart to him, and now it
scemed cruel to her that her fate should
be like that of no other maiden on
earth. She wept in secret, but she was
too good to disobey those whom she
knew as mother and father; and so
they loved each other—the young Dane
and herself, and waited.

“We_are growing very old,” said
Vanza Nekrasof; “in due time God will
take us away from earth. Then Ivan-

retta will be alone. We cannot give

er away, but after us it will be as God
wills.!

*‘May you live long, my good father,®
said win the Dane. *“Meanwhile, 1
will be a brother to Ivanyetta.” And
80 the years passed on, bringing no
change to the girl's beauty. She was
fair and young, and delicate as ever,
while Edwin’'s soft moustache changed
to a long beard, and his shoulders
broadened and his frame grew taller.

She was thirty when Veunza Nekrasof
and his wife one day fell ill of a fever
that swept through the village. It was
a pestilence which spared none that
it touched; but Ivanyetia kept her place
beside their bed and held their hands
to the last.

When they died she wept bitterly,
but the fever did not touch her. The
old people lay at rest at last. Their
forms were placed upon a bier in the
aisle of the old church. The neighbors
knelt, many of them weeping. " Close
beside the bier knelt Ivanyetta, her
head cowed upon her hands. Edwin,
her lover, watched her from afar. She
had forbidden him to approach her,

The solemn service began. The more
reverent veiled their v.\'es, but the
young people who looked up saw a
strange sight. The snow was drifting
through a wmdow in the roof, and fall-
ing upon the head and shoulders of
Ivanyetta. She did not stir. The
prayer went on, the music wailed over
the dead. The friends arose; all was
ready for the burial. But, behold! at
the foot of the altar the pile of drifting
snow, that half-covered the form of the'
kneeling girl, arose toward the motion-
less es of the adopted parents.

“Look, Edwin, look!"” whispered a
friend. “Look!”

it.

The lover uncovered his e}'es. He
had been praying and weeping; he
could hardly see.

“What is it?’ he cried. “Is it a

mantle of white fur that has fallen on
Ivanyetta's shoulders?”

“1t is snow from the window above,"
cried his friend.

Edwin rushed forward. But at that
instant the doors were opened for the
bearers, who had lifted the bier to their
shoulders. A great drift of powdery
snow swept in. Some people afterward
said that they saw a woman in white
fur, with a child in her arms, following
in the funeral train; but from that mo-
ment human eyes never again saw the
beautiful form of Ivanyetta Nekrasof.

The Prinoess Beatrice.

Beatrice, Princess of Great DBritain
and Ireland, leads a dreary sort of life
divided between O-borne, Windsor, and
Bahmoral. She has no delinite duties ex-
cept now and again to stand in full
dress near her Royal mother at some
excee 'ingly uninterestinge State cere-
m wrisl.  If she Joives ont, it is with the
€ s Wi ks in Windsor Park
e uiye ~l.3 of England is still with her.
Full of fun and hiz zh animal spirits, she
is bound down by u rigid Court eliguet
which must be insufferubly galling.

yuu?'

HUMOR.

About the only person that we ever
heard: of that wasn't spoiled by being
lionized was a Jow namoed Daniel. — @G,
D. Prentice.

Sensible advice to a'l ~Says Aaron to

Mosoes, **I"vo oot trichinois!™ Says Mos-
8 to Aaron, “You shoaldu't ok fare
on!"'— Punok,

“Shall T read
“Plas it got

A double Exhoriencs
you a prefty story, Kifle ™
a moral to P “Yes darling.”
“Thon, Mamsoyv, I'd raibor not. A
story with a mur-\l i% like jam with a
powder in "

I n girl Inl protty teoth she langhs
often, if she's gota proity fool she'll
wear a short dn's-t and if sho's got a
neat hand she's fond of o rame of w l:i.d!;
and if the reverse, she dislikos all these
small affuirs,

As a lady was viewing herself in a

mirror, she said to her daughter:
“What would vou give to be as Tand.
some as I am?” ust as much,” re-

plicd the daughter, *“‘as yon would give
to be ss young as I am.’

““How do youlike my spring clothes?”
asked Leander. “Pretty w rell,” replied
Hero, doubtfully, and then ad: led: *But
I think I should like you better in a |
walking suit.” He sat wrapt in silent
thouﬂht for about five minutes, and
then got up and walked slowly away in
the suit he had on.

It was their first night aboard the
steamer. *“*At last,”” he said, tenderly, |
“wwa are” all alone, out upon the deep |
waters, of the dark blue sea, and your
heart will always beat for me as it has
beat in the past? <My heart's all
richt,”” she ans i"'i"‘(tl languidly, *but |
my stomach foels awful)’ '

Refinements of modern speech.—Fair
Intenss One—* Have you scen the old
masters at Barlington house?” Bash-
ful youth (fresh from Marlborouch, and
better at cricket and footb:ull than
sesthetic cuu\w;:-.-:ilinn)—".\Tn that is—I
mean, yes!"' Fair Intense Oy 1e—* Are
they not really quite too foo!!

Everybody on the Champs Elysees,
Paris, stopped one day to turn and look
at a certain young lady. She sttributed
th?s admiration to lier new dress and |
personal charms, but no! it was an ad- |
vertising agent of an umbrella firm who |
had ]unm‘ii on her chignon a In'..-aim‘
card: **All silk—two dollars. |

She raised a paper rule to strike ber
husband, and, as it happened, the rear

end of it grazed her chin and drew |
blood, whereupon she tumbled all in

a heap in the middle of the flnor and
howled piteously. But he only remarked
with the utmost composure: *My love,
it's a poor rule that won't work both
ways.”’ |

“Little baby is very ill, Charley; I am |
afraid he is going to die.”™ “Well, if |
he dies, mamma, he won't zo tothe bad

lage.”” *Why, Charley, how can you |
Euuw that?' “0O I know he ean't,
mamma, he's got no teeth to gnash.”

Ohio is said to be excited because
the son of a Baptist minister has mar-
ried the daughter of a Jegwish rabbi
Anything that tends to retard the con-
sumption of pork is certain to create
an excitement in Olio.—Philadelphia
Chronicle Herald.

“You ain't taking any stock in wom-
an’s love, eh?’ +“No,” Le answered,
despondently, “it’s all flummery."
““Very strange,”” added his friend.
“You didn’t use to talk that way.”
sPerhaps not,” he replied, *but I've
_been married n_.ul_} two years, and
“there are four pair of trousers hangin
up in my closet waiting tp be patdmf,
and not a stitch taken in them yet.”

“Deacon,” said a widow, as she
heaved a lonz drawn =izh, and softly
raised two tear-bejeweled eves tohis,
‘‘don’t you sometimes have 1 yearning
for the sweet companiouship of a kin-
dred sonl to share the joys and sorrows
that walk, twin like, with us through all
the wvaried sceunes of life?” “Well,
widow,"" sizhed the okl deacon, in re-
ply, “I've ‘kinder had a yearning all
the evenin’, but I thouzht maybe 1L was
them eold beans I eat for supper.”

Calabash Sam —Why Hs Consented to Ab
ruptly Leave Gunuizon City-
Leadv 111-‘1 h: micle.]

Three months aro, when two hun-
dred of the leading citizens of Gunnison
City met in convention on a street cor-
ner, there were seven or eizht Michigan
men among the erowd. When Colo-
nel Parker presented the following res-
olution it was a Miclhigan man who
supported it:

““Resolrved, That a committee of five
be appointed to wait upon Calabash
Sam, late of Deadwood, and inform
him that after sunrise to-morrow this
crowd will open fire on him withthe in-
tention of furnishing a corpse for our
new graveyanl.

The commitiee of five went out to

find Samuel and deliver their message.
He sat on a bench at the door of his

shanty, a shotgun across his knees and
a pipe in his mouth, and he preserved

silence while the chairman of the com-
mittee read the resolution. Then he
asked:

“That means me, does it?"’

“They don’t like my style of carving
and shooting, ah?"

“That's what they kick on.”

“Well, I won't go. You haven't got

‘nuf men in the whole valley to drive
Calabash Sam a rod. Return to the
convention and report that I'm here
for the season.”

“I forgot to menshun,” continued the
chairman, in a eareless voice, as he
leaned on Lisgun, “I forgot to menshun
that the convenshun had mljnuruud-
The committee thus finds itself in an
embarrassing sitnation, and il sees only
one way out of it Onless you'll agree
to pi k up and travel, this committee
will feel ealled upon to—to—-"

*To begin shooting, you mean?”’

“Exactiv, Samual, exactly! You
may have :11rc.nh' observed that two of
the committee have got the drop on

I gee.”

“Corpses which are riddled with
buckshot have a very unpleasant look,”
continued the chairman, as he rested
his chin on tiie muzzle of his gun.

*Yes, that's so.”

“And it's kinderlonesome, this being
the first plant in the new burying

ound."”

“‘And so, take it all around, the com-
mittee kinder indulges in the hope that
you will see fit to ¢ carry your valuable
society back to the Black Hills. Youn
may have observed that three shotguns,
each under full cock, are now lookmg
strmght at ye. We don't want to

luff, but it's gitting nigh supper time.”

“Well, after loﬁ;mv the matter all
over, I'm convinced that these diggins
won't pan ount low grade ore, and I
guess I'll take a walk.”

“Right off?*

“Yes."

*“Right up this trail?"

5 Xwn."

“Very well. While the committee
feels sorry to see you go, and wishes
you all sorts of luck, it hasn’t time to
shake hands., Step off, now, and for
fear you ain't used to walking, we'll
keep these guns pinted up the hﬁl until

you turn the half-mile. bowlder. Trala
—march™
The-plug hat is a sort of social guar-
antee for the preservation of and
order. He who puts one on given
8 hostage to the community for his
behavior The wearer of a plug

at must move with a certain
ness and propriety. He can notrun, or
P, OF rYomp, or into.a fight, &x-
cept at the peril o!ﬁl
the hidden influences of beaver
hnd toward respectability. J
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Across The Plains,

8L Jeseph (Moy) News.

In 1859 St Joseph was the western
terminvs of railroad communieation
Beyoud the stage conch, the saddle
horse and the ox trains were the only
-means of commerce and ecommunication
with the Rocky Mountaing and the
Pacific Slope. In the winter of 1860
thore was & Wall street lokby at Wash-
Ington trying to get 4, 000,000 for car-
rving the mail overland one year be-
tween Now York and San l'r.tmci«co
The propositionwasextremely “‘cbecky,’
and William H. Raussell, backed h?
Secretary of War Floyd, resolved to
give the lohby a vold shower bath. He
therefore ollered to Let $200,000 that
Lo could put on a mail line from Sae-
ramonto to St. Joseph that should make
the distanee—1,950 miles—in ten days,
The bet was taken and the Sth of April
fixed upon as the day for starting. M.
ltu-wull told his pariner and general
manager of business wpon the plains,
Mr. A. B. Miller, what he had done,
and asked if he conld Porform the feat.
Mr, Miller replied: Yes, sir, I will do
it by pony express.'”" To accomplish
this Mr. Miller purclmsod 300 of the
fleet®t horses he conld find in the West
and cmployed 125 men. Eighty of
those men were to be poqt. riders.
These he selected with reference to
their lght weight and their known
daring and courage. It was very es-
sential that some parls of the route
should be run at the rate of twenty
miles an hour. The Lorses were sta-
tioned from ten to twenty miles apart,

i each rider wonld be required to

vidde sinly miles. For the change of
animals aind the Hhifli:lg of the mails
two minutes were allowed. Where
there were no stage stations at proper
distnuees tents saflicient to hold one
waun aud two Lorses were pI‘DYi{lcd.
foidinns wonld sometimes give chase,

L Lieir eayuse ponies mae but SOITY
shiow in their stern chase after Miller's
tharow, h'nu.« many of which eould
make a single mile in a minute and
fifiv H‘L'Hf]ll*

Arrangements being completed a sig-
T d runon the steamer at Saeramento
prociaimed the meridian of April 8,
1560, the lmur for starting, when Bor-
der Ruflian, Mr. Miller's prn'alu saddle
horse, with Billy Baker in the sadile,
bounded away toward the foothills of
the Sierra Nevadas, and made bis ride
of twenty miles in forty-nine minutes.
The snows were deep in the mountains,
and one rider was lost for several hours
in & snow storm; and after the Salt
Lake Valley was reached additional
speed became necessary to reach St
Joseph on time. From here on all
went well until the Piatte was to be
crnsscd at Juleshburg. The river was

aud running 1.1pnli\ but the rider

unged his horse into the flood, only,
}mwever to mire in the quicksand and
drown. The courier succeeded in reach-
ing the shore, with mail-bag in hand,
and traveled ten miles on foot to reach
the next relay. Johnny Fry, a popular
rider of his day, was to make the finish.
He had sixty miles to ride, with six
horses to do it. When the last courier
arrived at the sixty-mile post, out from
St. Joseph, he was one hour behind
time, a heavy rain had set in and the
roads were slippery. Two bundred
thousand dollars might turn upon a
sinzle minute. Fry had just three houra
and thirty minutes in which to win.
This was the finish of the longest race,
for the largest stakes, ever run in
America. When the time for his arrival
was nearly up, at least five thousand
people stood upon the river bank, with
eyes turned toward the woods from
which the horse and its rider should
emerge into the open country in the
rear of Elwood, one mile from the finish.
Tick, tick, went thousands of watches!
The time was nearly up! But seven
minutes remained! Hark! a shout goes
up from the ussembled muliitude. *‘He
come! he comes!™ The noble little
mare, Sylpb, the daughter of Little
Arthur, darts like an arrow from the
bow and miakes the run of the Jast mile
in one minwe and fifty seconds, Iand-
ing upon the ferryvboat with five minutes
and a fraction 10 spare.
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A Woman Outwitted.

In the Central Court, London, a pris-
oner aceused of connterfeiting coin re-
quested permission to ask a question
jnst before the ease went to the jury,
and the prosecution counsei conceded
the favor, or rather re quv-;teti the judge
to concede it. The prisorer was a
straight, well-built fellow of 35, clearly
convicted on the (-\'uien(‘e. “I wish to
ask the policeman.' he said, “‘on wlhose
information he arrested me?' The
question was objected to as tending to
reveal deteetive's secrets. The pr isoner
tried it agnin: *“Was it a woman who
gave you the information upon which
you arrested me?” A second time ob-
jection was made, but the judge com-
manded the officer to answer. “It was,”
Le replied. +*Do vou see her in court?
Is that the woman?"” asked the prison-
er, poinling to a rather showily-dressed
woman with handsome features, but a

cold, disdainful expression of face. *‘It
is,”" answered the policeman. “Slie is
my wife,” the prisoner said, ealmly,

and, receiving permission from. the
judge to say a Tew words, le added; *I
bave served seven years on a similar
charge to that now preferred against
me. IfIam again convicted you will
give me at least one and twenty years,
and that will end my life. Before you
do =0l would like you to know the
whole trath of this affair. I married
young. My wife unexpectedly showed
¢ \twwu'wnt tastes and very expensive
babits, I was very fond of her, and did
all I could to content her. Honestly I
could not keep pace with her desires,
und we took to coining. She was with
me in all my operutibns. aided in the
work, assisted in passing the money.
When we were taken the evidence was
just as strong against her as against me.
n answer 1o questions I put to my
counsel I was told that if I pleaded
uilty and said I had compelled her to
c{r me, she would get off. I did so,
and she was acquitted. I was sen-
tenced to seven years' penal servitude.
I served my full time, and came back to
London determined to lead an honest
life and restore my wife to an honest
home.”” He went on totell how he had
found her living with another man, a
former comrade named Foster, and had
forgiven her faithlessness after a des-
perate struggle with himself, and had
set to work to earn an honest living.
The woman pleaded for delay in break-
ing off her illicit connection, “but finally
made an appointment to meet her hus-
band and rejoin him. When she met
him she gave him a package to hold
while she went round a corner, ostensi-
bly to bid good by to her lover, and re-
turned with a policeman. The officer
took the former coiner into custody on
the woman's information, and the a.ck-
age which she bad put in his han
found to contain false silver comaga.
All this the prisoner told calmly and
clearly, and with a few questions the
judge tested the truth of it. He then
ordered the jury to acquit, and a sub-
scription was taken up for the prisoner.

Life's Brief Candle-

‘“Jeath" business is a strange
affair. Here we sit, smoke, chat, and
discuss with a friend to-day. To-mor-
row we read of his death, and next da
send fiowers to his funeral. What is
that poes away from us? And be
out, where does the thing go to?
doesn’t seem exwﬂmu{ fair to put a fel-
low here with f ties and chances,
and just as he begins to see how to use
the one and improve the other to take
him away again. We had no choice
about coming, and we have none about
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