| bare him

THE TAX CROP.
Yearly Yield in the State of
Nebraska.

——

by Hon. J.
Morton.

Address Sterling

————
At the Hastings Fair Yes-
terday.
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On a plessant summer day more than tweuty
years ago I sat upon the high bluff of the Mis-
souri Hiver, just north of Nebraska City, and
gnzing into the clear air which batbed the dis-
tant bill tops of lows and Missouri in & sort of
shadowy sea, | wondered what impuolse, what
reason or what oecult law brought me aod
mine to this trans-Missouri reslm? Why had
we come West? Would others follow? Would
farms and villages and cities ever spring 1ato
life here?

To & young msu of
hope, imbued with a reasonable
ambition, and sctuated by the suprewe mofive
of founding and establishing a home, where
bheslth might dwell and happiness abide, those
Were very grave gquestions,

But the great beauty and coursge of youth
is that it meets the profoundest problems of
life with as little reluctance, and disposes of
them with as little effort as one further along
in years meeta with and disposes of
paper sianders or the vaporings of village gos-
sips. And therefore, with thaut assuring exu-
berance which belongs to the vigorons vitality
of early manhood, those queries were answered
satisfactonly, by the mind upon which they
had intruaded. For while I looked ap inte the
shimmeringsky, | saw dancing among the
clouds and capering with the sunbeams and
zeplyrs, ever s0 many cottonwood wseeds n
their neat, white tulle dresa, They swayed up-
ward and downward, and wafted here and
there like embodiments of uneasy spirits
But the general drift was earthward and par-
ticularly towards & large sand-bar in the river,
which the sunshine had not vet dried from 1ts
big bath of the June rise. And as they struck
the currents of RT that ied down to the waters
of the Missouri and sweptalong its tawny tide,
their buoysncy died vut, and one after another
until hundreds and thousands could have heen
connted, they fell exhausted as to serinl Life,
upon the cool and refreshing surface of the
moist nourishing sand. Then it occurred to
me that humanity in all its migrations, in all
its weary wanderings is governed by nature's
Inws, just ss inflexibly and, possibly, as un-
consciously as cottonwood seed by the law  of
gravitation to descend to the earth, and by
capiliary attraction—with its silken fngers
when landed on the moist sand to draw nouarish-
meut, send vutb roots, establish a trunk aond be-
come a tree.

And to-day standing st a point which was
then in the Great American Desert, as un-
known sod as vnisdividualized as a siagie drop
of water is at this moment in the wmidst of the
Atlantic, 1 lwwk down the avenue of those
twently years—twenty years among a people
blessed with robust health. twenty years of
bountiful crops, tweuty years of material pros-
perity which all the world cannot equal in de
veloping results, and behold a forest grown,
cut down and utilized from the sand-bar, a
Btate born, represented and taxed, where then
only here and there a squatter’s cabiu mads
the prairie sod beantiful by contrast,

he timber germs of that summer afternvon
became a solid fourest, The woodman's axe hns
mowed it down; moved it by manly muscle to
the mills" revolving saws, and the result of
natural law was thus formulsted buman
bhomes. The cottonwood seed which floated
lazily and listlessly unpon the breath of sommer
in 1855, after going through the chemical pro-
cesses which nature prescribes, became first o
sprout, then a sapling, a tree,
lastly part of a man s house,

1be bumanity, the young men and women of
1554, 1855 and 18566, who dnfted out from
bearth sides in the east to wander westward,
and nt last to settle down somewhere huave
sinee then passed in life's little day, from
moermiog to neon and to evening, and those
who [matened themselves to the Ne-
braska have become instead of sjustters 1o o
distant terntory, citizens of a prosperous, cen-
tral sud strongly developing state,

THE POTENTIAL MOTIVE,

No mun caime hither witbhont
each one there must have
power, a directing potency.
say that ninety out of each
erned li_\ the desire to sacquire, establish,
up and cmbellish & home, This smbition to
make fast to the suil; to attach one's self to it
Like a tree, s the bhighest evolation of ein
Lized lite. It has come to the world after
many thonsands ot years ol €xperience, snd 1s
o master motive in all that
which enjoys making the earth brighter and
beautiful Permaneat I
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nre the: places wlierein luve ol
| country snd the grander love of haman liberty
| are born and chenshed into the strength which
preserves and directs permanent and just
governments, Hobert Collier, of Unity Church
Chicago, has written many very true things
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wlation of men who are doing the
they can for themselves, makes o

distinguisbed fod its thrift
decency and its prosperity.

If every man who hears me to-day  will
forth his best endeavor of mind and muosele
mwake for his wife and clnldren
and cusy bome; and il every wile and davghter
aud son will make like endeavor as auxilinry
aids to husband and father will b
menced, 1o deed and truth founndations
public prosperity, Mere encsmpments upon
these pruirics whether in te Or
sbhanties of wouwd never beget wealth
thrift and contentment. camp, bar-
barians make uo permaneot abodes, plint oo
grovas put out noe orchards, and have
homes. But refined snd cultivated men every
where direct present effort and self<desial w
the end that a home may be secared and ¢mbel-
lished. It is the temple where the trinmphs of
| civilization and enlightenment are gathered by
| the toil of brain and muscle and gilded by the
sunshine of soul. It is the inner sanctuary of
patriotism; the oonservatory good mor-
nls, nud the real SO O of Lhonest
and just forms popular govern
ment.

It should be the earliest aspiration of child-
hood and youth; the tenderest and most sacred
rhm’g-- of manbood, and the ]-l’--hlunlit'-\( COTl-
solation of bonorable old age. No man can be
bomeless and happy, and no people prosperous
who fail to build up permanent and contenting
firesides, All these productive prairies which
—only ten years since were blank and besati-
ful ns u starless sky—have been reclaimed from
sulitude by the plow, spangled with
erchiards, and mansions, ontil
tidy and cheerful homes bedeck them on every
band, and stars in the hoavens are not brighter
on a cloudless night in September
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alwnys selected with onre the straightest trees,
in order to get for the home he was building,
what be ealled olear stuff. He never selocted
& tree because it grew in a peculiarly  colared
soil, nor becsuse 1t seomed weakly, nor beenuse
it was crooked. He picked out esch stick be-
cnuse of it own peoulinr merits and its adapt-
ability to his prurpose aud not hecause it stood
ot any particnlar platform of earth, ndor be-
eause cottonwoolls were in the majorty.

And then the same man, having collected
with such cantions judgment all the material
for his domicile, and taken such pains to ex-
clude all guarled and rotten sticks from ite
component parts, lends his voice aud vote to
the @stablishment over this home, of & eival
goverpment, to give its protection to property,
life and liberty. And it is passing strange that
in choosing timber upon which, and outof
which, the political fabrie is to be formed,
mau 85 & ruls ceases to be governed by judg-
ment or controlled by resson. . Individual de-
cisions, based upon lugieal reasoning are
thrown aside, and the bat-blind dogmuss and
pronunciamentos of partyism aund cavousism
become impericus ictators. Out of the
foreats of oitizens, party and caucus choose
the timber for the governmental fabrie. The
choice is made not infrequently of rotten-
hearted stuff, cosmse-grained, shaky, crooked
and gnarled.

Those clear characters, which have adorned
homes and lighted up bome-life with the glow
of joy and hsppiness, are too often not used
at all in the political fabrie, but entirely over-
looked. And that is your fault and my fanlt,
the fault of all men who are now, or ever have
been so tied to party, so welded to party preju-
dice, that individual judgment and conscienoe
is surrendered a sacrifice to the gods of eaucus.

Natore hurried nothing n formung the
germ, the tree and the timbers out of which
we bailded our houses, The spring shower, the
summer sunshine snd the winter frost and
snow came along leisurely, one after the other
for many years, and rootlets aud buds and fo-
linge, grew again and agsin to make the per-
fect solid trunk, clear and straight. Buat po-
litical haman nsture differs from those slow
processes dnd hastens the growth ol statesmen
timber, with & velocity which no forester, no
florist dare even emulate in & propagating gar-
den,

Aund so men are oftentimes selected to make
laws, to expound laws, and to execute laws,
who never read laws, never understood and nev-
And thus we come to consider
OF TAXES IN NEBRASEA™
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A TAX
is—when righteous and legitimnte—merely a
lawful demand of the government upon the
citizens for serviee rendered. That service
i= the protection of the life, property and lib-
erty of the vitizen. Any other tax than such a
not legitimate, and not righteous.
I'he levy A tax upon the property of all
citizens by mere majority voting, out of which
to donate money or bonds to a minute minors-
ity, called a corporation, 1o order that the
aforesaid minote minority may construct a
railroad, s an unjust, inexcusable, frandualent
and swindling tax. It is taking the property
of the minority citizens, in the form of cash,
without due process of law. Nebraska ought
to hawve had a constitution absolutely prohibit-
iag the voting of subsidies in county, city and
precinet bonds to railroad or other COrpora-
Had the people selacted timber for the
construoction of Nebraska's fundanmental law
with as much care and judgment as they have
building stuff for their houses and
it would have imponsible to have
has now vited more
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privoipal and twenty millions of dollars inter-
est upon this State ax a diabolieal gratuity to
private corporations, I'hat one mistake in
forming the organic law of Nebraaka will cost
the Commonwealth in principle and interest
MILLIONS OF
there was sown seoed for
crop of taxes, which will eqanl
acre upon every farm gan the Ntate
pestilent productive power shall have been ex-
bausted. Aund those millions dallars have,
unhike natural laws, harried things np.  They
have hatchens railroads as the steam hen hateh-
od chicken at the State fair, with grest expedi-
tion and facility, and with well-arranged
method of feeding and ponrnshing them. But
those millions of dollars would have put noder
tillage
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and the teeming products of thst
have cslled capital into building
roads o the State than have
Slow and sure are the methods and processes
of those Natural Laws which eall the oak from
its germ-cell in the ncorn aup oto the sky
wave 18 glory of verdure in the sunshine;
swing its brawny arms in the tamualt of
And and sure are those
ecunomic laws which enll out of
orowded old lands into the peopl W
lands, to make haman homes nAmes and
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or bonds which must be paid in money
out of the pockets of the many to tow ocorpo-
r ate the the greatest tax-
seeding machine of the Commonwealth. And
1tn perpetusl and perennial will o
the best you can !Jil!ih'll'-ulu"l} bountiful lor
twenty vears to come Seed time
present under tAis abomination. During
summer o dozen coanties have thus
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nor less than complex machines for the mana-
facture of sinking funds with which to pay in
ter I'he present law which s the
great fertilizer of the tax CTOp needs mending.
Fhe power to run inte debt when vested in a
[ jorty a mere mob-—is far more 'ill.ll;{i'l‘ulln
than when it lLimited to individuals, The
demagogueical and mendacioons statement that
n mpjority The old
ndage that the voioe of the people is always the
glander on Guod,

()} organic

in always right is absared,
voice of God isa lie, and a
I'he devil vorces himsell 1o a vote for connty
bonds for ratlroads, distinotly, that when
tax-paying day comes round one can smell sal-
phar 1n the air. I'be voice of the people when
it declares in favor of public monies for pri-
vite purposes is always the voice of the devil.
And hell experienced by property
owners a8 long as the debt lives and draws in-
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DISTRICT BONDS,
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IM'bhe law proy iding for the
buonds for another
lifie¢ soarce of the vearly Crop.
law makers responsible for s
and you, the § i-illl , are responsible for hbaving
given political witality such Inw-mnk .
l'?n-"‘ WErs § wned by ballots, ‘-pi-“l--i
out of your ballot-hoxes, And thas to-day
schoal districts, in Nebraskn; have their
out fur more than

EEIHE

schools is and

tax

T

Vour

bonds

SIX MILLIONS OF DOLLARS

and upon them a yearly crop of taxes amount-
ing to six hundred dollars is ex-
pected to be garnered by esatern  bond-
holders,

The people, who prate of liberty and equali
ty, thus forge chsins for muke
themselves slaves to that relentless and  extor-
tionate task-master called interest and sinking
fund. You sow taxes ever t vote for
incompetent or dishonest men o ocenpy the
;-.-s—ﬂiun of ]fn\ nmk-_vg 0T law of .\lwi
from the vearly crop which will now aggregate
more than a million dollars for sinking fund
purposes alone in this State it s ressonsble
to conclude that our affnirs badly
and bunglingly managed for son

Under the act entitiea An Aot
nay=tem of puabldi
Nebruska,”” which
Febroary 15th, 1864,

thonsand
the

themselves;
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bave heen
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toax ellect

of mter-

mmalruction an G oi

passed  and

another vast pile
stacked up, The hmitation of school district
indebtedness in that loose-jointed enactment
is five thousand dolinrs,

(Bee sectivn 30, page 966, of Revised Btatutes
for 1873.)

in Otoe county we have more than eighty
distriots, and had the full limit of indebted-
uess been reached we should owe for school
property more than

POUR HUSDRED THOUSAND DULLARS,

Because sehoal districts can or oway borrow
on distriot bonds, we have built school bouses
extravagently and wastolnlly all over the state.
Edifices large enough for populous sections ia
the oldest and fichiest statés have been erected
in sparsely peopled districts 1 the newest
settlemoents of Nebraaka, apd among those
who can ill afford the extravagance,

Bunds have been created by the votes of the
non tax-payers, and handed down as a calami-
tous legaey of bondage and distresa to the tax-
payers who sneeeted them as the real owners

ou heard your father or mother
ard the world and

0 rest. 5o and 1
hﬂndo-tth,nbome

have T
in th d. and the hupe of a Heavgn iu the
nexty consummate consolati of hu-
buil heads of homes.
A pgar early homes have ti our char-
: formulsted
the e of our very lives, either for good
or (L nnow see clearly how graveand far-
adelibl
thes@iNepmaka bomes i ibly im upon
those eldkiren whom usture has m
us.
ThegaBiagd be reslized sud discharged with
il thoughtfal , and an an-
fin
fear eternal tor-
of s sentimental
COW iTe J - gl 4
dodge by the deors prisons here and Del
children within their precincts good hearted
and honorable-minded. But s bhearty admim-
wholesome element in parental character,
which, when dominant, makes children iodus-
that happiness is found ounly in truth and io
right-doing and that bonor and a liar are never
up & man on the right course keep him straaght
in honest ways, through adversity and tempta-
ont of sight and importance. A good name is &
motive of life. “It ix a reason for that great
building the home of to-morrow, build up also
that kind of soul and charncter that can sweet-
alty and reflecting upon no svenging retriba
tions for violated lnws.

Now let us go back to that cottop-wood for-
est un the Missouri river. While nature’s Inbo-
cunning chemicals which defily combined cun-
stitnte timber, those occult laws which govern
surely aggregating a commonwealth in Nebras-

ka. But when the forest was grown and the

manifyy d we ourselves have become the
acte ted our ambitions,
ren the which we shall from
These ties canpot be avoided,
Ny & %: ht— Nn‘ m
men
o by aod
bhereafter, oan make home desirable, nor these
tion for truth as truth and right as right, is o
trious, temperate and bonest. A firm faith
partners fixes n pride of character which buoy
tion, when the fear of death and bell has faded
encampinent we call existence.”” While yon are
Iy rest on home's pillow dreaming of no peun-
STRAIGHT CLEAR TIMBER
ratory was pouring iuto the sandbar all the
the migrations of humanity were slowly but
picneer went into it for dimension timbers, he
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and developers of the tax-blighted soil. Un-
AL i has been sown

all cou-

inme siatote it is
possible to almost bankrupt the ro:l. in
every newly made school distriot. It is time
to wipe oat that part of the law which ren-
ders =uch ruio aund waste imminent. It is time
for you to demand of the lsw-makers, {’m
servants, solid safeguards and inhibitory bul-
against of

warks this copstant inundstion
debt. The ecredit system in constructing
sohool honses Bas cost nnnecessarily
MILLIONS OF DOLLARS
in priceiphl and will cost millions more in
interest, and it is high time to restriet or al-
abolish it.

1hm i Linnnh.t church
u in upon

n‘z.::tnm of doubtful value in Nebraska City
and apon the fancy farmsof favorites in divers
and sundry places, whils it many
thounsands of dollars, is oply a compar-
od to the vast sums which have -

the nct named. The malappropriation of the
permanent achool fund may bave beén made by
a corrupt executive, but the School District
debis have too often been created by corrup-
tion among the citizens themselves. The
power to eroate debit isa primary csuse of cor-
ruption everywhere, and the more it is re-
stricted the safer are the peuple and the freerer
the homes from oppressive taxation.

Ever since the panic of 1573—when truth as
to values asserted its supremacy—industry has
been fighting agaiust debts aad their cunse-
quences all vver the country. Aud did not
humanity have so short n memory a& to its
adversities, one might conclude that henoce-
forth the people would dodge debt-making
forever. Buot the present summer has wit-
nessed the wesknesa of human memory in this
regard, all over Nebraska., Becanse wherever
s chance has been given to create new and
larger debts for milroads it has been taken
with alacrity, with relish and publie rejoicing.

If some saint sbould vrganize s new system
of religion and, in it, make Debt the Devil and
semi-annoal interest the guenchless fire which
consnmes the savings of the people, and then
hold a long and successful revival in Nebraska,
he would confer a greater temporal blessing
upon the people than have all the law-mmakers
to date, Even presentsystems of theology
mention no taxation in the hereafter aud to one

whe has paid Htate taxes in Nebrasks, from

the inception of the commonwealth, the tax-
lessvess of Heaven and its entire freedo o from
borded indebtedness may be regarded as amuong
its highest beatitudes.
EDDCATION

is a gowd thing. ''be BState should supply
means to all its citis®os of obtaining & common
sohool education. Every child should be taught
in the Diatrict Bohools to resd aud spell cor-
rectly the English language; to write it legibly
nod grammatically. And in the same school
geography and arithmetie should also be thor-
oughly inculoated. But when the common-
weath has gone thas far in the enlightenment
of its youth it shonid stop. Higher education,
such as the college or umversity is presamesl
to furnish should be left to private enterprise
and individoal effort. As a rule, State Univer-
sities have been State swindles aud distin-
guished failures.

The University of Nebrasks has been no ex-
ception to the rule. The edifice for that insti-
tution was coustructed before n single student
in Nebrasks was prepsred for a coll course;
before a preparatory school, or & graded school
had been established in the State. The brick
and mortar out of which that edifice was erect-
ed reeked with rottenness, with bribe-bearing
contracts, from its foundstion to its dome. It
cust more than $150,000 sud was at once peo-
pled with a corps of professors, in command
of a chancellor, whose principal labors were in
drawing fine fat salaries from the public pock-
et. It was needed by the State just as much as
a threshing machivne is needed by the home-
steader before he has sown an acre of wheat
or broken a rod of prairie; or as much as & ¢i-
der mill is required by one who has no trees on
his farm except willows and cottonwoods.

I'tie State did not need the University then;
and it would bLe better off educationally and
financially without it now. Ifis lo-day, and
nlways has been, s place—notwithstanding the
presence of one or two worthy teachers—in-
fectod with personal jeslousies, petty squab-
bies, literary adventurers and costly bumbugs
—a place whence there is ever ascending to the
public nose a strong smell of pensioned imbe-
cility. It has cost since its erection (over and
sbove what its ernmbling sand-stone founda-
tions and their superstructure amounted to)
the following sums:

UNIVERSITY FUND.
Disbursemnents in 1869 and 1870
“ 1871 14712
“ 1574 1574
18756 4+~ 1876
IXiT “ 147H

2
64,021
50, 2002
97,858
38,200

L]
2
45
L]
64

$188,255 71
Balsnce on hand, Nov. 30th, 1878, $14,642.16.

And for more than three hundred thousand
dollsrs which have been taken from the pop-
ular pockets, what have you to show after de-
ducting the one or two conscientions instruet-
ors, save a badly constructed building, o lean
laboratory, a few stuffed roologies] specimens,
some geological curiosities, an exceedingly poor
library, a few sleck and puffy professors snd o
perpetual muss about and between the chancel-
lor and the faculty—a constant airing of dirty
linen year in and year out, by the legisiative
lsundrymen at Lincoln,

If your son ambitiously desires a collegiate
course you ought if able to give it to him,or he

as many another has—can earn it himself. 1o

my judgment—and I have pondered the matter
seriously—the State has undertaken no busi-
ness which it botches and bungles more com-
pletely than it botches and bungles the man-
sgement of the—sov-called —higher institutions
of learning.
The detailed expenses of the Btate University
are not within my reach; but 1 know enough
about them and their character to state consei-
entiously that I firmly believe their publica-
tien, truthfully 1temized, from the inception
of the institution to the present time would as-
tonnd and disgust the tax-payers of the State.
Theyv have been often injudicious, frequently
extravagant, and sometimes, 1 am afraid, erim-
inal. The institution has added far more to
vour yearly crop of taxes than it has to the
means of disseminating intelligence.

[t may have peonniarily or politically bene-

fited a few men; but it bas been of no general
usefulness to the Freat |na.|n.r'in- of I'.u:t-im_\.vh».
The District School, economioal, plain, practi-
cal and thorough, is the people’s school.
The 1 |:i\‘-~rr~il_\'. ornate, utopian and suaper-
ficial, 15, too often, an asylum for decaped
pulpiteers and plotting politicinns. A major-
ity of professors in State Universiiies and
Normal Bchools are entirely ignorant of prac-
tical affairs, and bave frequently been appoint-
ed on account of sectarian bias, for political
reasons, of because they have failed in other
avocations. Such men sre unfit to be entrust-
ed with the formation of the meuntal, moral
and business character of youth.

THE NORMAL SCHOOI

15 the pext consumer of taxes which should be
popularly investigated. It has sboormally
prepared for tesching a number of Nebraska
youth, and it has cost the people the following
Aums and how much more I am not able to say.

But 1t has beén a4 museam in which col-
lect the relatives of prominent political per-
sons and imbue them with vitality at the pub-
lic expense. Iun shoit, it has been & conven-
1ent rt't't-plﬁllh‘ for the extra sisters, cousins
nnd aonis of over-worked statesmen.

The cheerfal following are only a
portion of the extra tax crop which Las ripen
ed frow this institation,
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ment too, where are they—with the excoplion
of the Behool lands—gone with the seven mil
lionw to show how much sweeter 16 i 1o live
for one's country than to die forit? Itisg
knotty problem to solve where the lands have
gone, though the samell of soil porfumes the
Htate Penitentiary, as follows:
Acres 0of land 44,11

‘" nusold . L6768

41,442
£ 155, 040.00
yuar

Acres realized
Amoml oo
prox Kedn

tax gathered from

pLT) R B

Total
There is consolation iu that unsald land,
but it is diluted with the suspicion that the
state owes much on the penitentiary, which it
must yel liguidate, and furthermore, console-
tion is neutralized with the faith that five
hundred thoasand dollara will fail to fiuslly
pay off in full the crafty citizens who have
constructed that institution, the pecessity of
which is so lucidly demonstrated by their ex-
istence.

In order that you may officially know con-
cerning some of these crop taxes, I give yon
here the following letter from the auditor of
the state.

8 1,

STATE OF NERLASKA, |
AUDITOR 'S DEFARTMENT,
Laxoonx, Sept, 10, 1579, )
J. Ste riing Morlon, Nebravka City, Neb.:

DEan Sam—Yours of Sth inst., at band. Contents
noted. In reply, you will find below a statement show-
ing the appropristions meads by the Nebraska Legisle-
ture, aince the organieation of the Btate to the prosent
time, as sppears ou the books on file fu this offlee. In
the amount appropristed in 1868 and 1870, apposm
the following iterns. Dome to Capitol, 10,565.12:
Capitol--fencing, srading, orummenting the grounds,
§7,008.99; bullding of Insane Asylum, $14,9%06, io-
i architect's foes ; Undverity building, $157 675
20, including architects fevs; oun see't Poultentisry
S45,262.50. The sppropriations from 1807 to 18
cannot vouch for their socaracy, but can for the yedrs
fallowing, viz.: 1873 to 1880 mclusive, as the books
were kept lo a different manner. The following are
the appropriations :

1867 and 1868

1868 1570

INTl 1872

15973 1574

1878 1476

1577 1878

1879 1580 R

Which includes arection of a Capltol wing
To wings, Inwane Asylum

A State Reform School

Work Shop for Deafll suid Dumib Institute

The appropriations tor 1877 and 1878
years and 3 months,

In relation to registration of County Bouds,
the Aunditor's report, ending Nov. 3, 1576 muodd
which will give the informuation desired.

Iu my statermenl of appropristions I lnave siupdy
mentioned those that this Departmient draws sguinst.
It does not inclode trmusfers from fund o nn-
other—the bonded indeltedness— investiets
cational funds, spportionments of school moneys, &e.
These transfer=s are nusde by the Siate Troossurer,

Resspectrully, &c.,
F. W. LigpTik, Andilor.

120,040 ¢
&@36.070 1
G5, 5140 5

R, DM
®, 060
were Jor 2

1 rend
1978,

ol
of el

J. H. Aryvorp, Deputy.

I'he item of ten thousand five hundred and
sixty-eight dollars and twelve cents, for that
wart-like dome upon the State Capitol, is proh-
ably the “‘baldest™ bit of tax-devouring one can
find in a long hunt for ouriosities of that style,
Mr. Auditor has written s cautions epistle, and
evinces a business sagacity when he declar
relative to appropriativns from 1867 to 17852
*1 cannot wvouch for their nccuracy,”” which
causes me to profoundly respect his good judg-
ment. His letter will bear publication snd pe-
rusal among the tax-payers, who will be pleased
to learn that formerly “'the books were kept in
a different manner."”’

The capacity which has cultivated Nebraska

for its annual yield of tax-crops is strong and
adroit, Compared to it the skill and industry
which tills your fields and harvests their annu-
al bounty is mere idioey and idleness. Upon
every ear of corn, every kernel of wheat, and
every domeatic animsal, even to the very dog
which watches your stables, the tax descends
with unerring regulsrity and constantly in-
creasing weight. Even the chinch-bng- - and
the grasshopper fail to snocessfolly compete
with the assessors in the struggie for the re-
sult of vour daily toil. Those pestilent insects
come now and then and ll:l’_\. on your products:
but the visitation of the tax-man is as regular
as the flight of time, and as ipexorable as
fate, His harvest ripens whether voar fields
are barren or fruitfal; and debt and intereat
upon debt, will thrive and mature when all
other harvests may bhave blighted and per-
ished.
But L caunot elaborate. It is my sim merely
to suggest, aud Af | shall have arrested pablie
attention as to the costly extravaganee of looal
government and caused popular thought snd
inveatigation as to our annual crop of taxes
snd who sows it, I will be content. Therefors
I pasa on to the

BONDED DERT OF THE STATE

The former constitution of Nebrasks Limited
the bonded debt of the State to fifty thousand
dollars, The present constitution prohibits o
bonded debt of more than one huudred thous
and dollars, But the following letter from the
state treasury illuminates the fact that Ne
braska law-makers have in some mysterious
manner created s bonded debt of nearly half a
million of dollars in spite of the fundamental
imhibition,
STATE OF NEHRASS
TREASURER S UFFICE,
LiNoons, Sept. 9th,

img Morion, Nebraska ity
DEAR SR 1In snswer to  y«
Lave to report the bonded [ndebtesdnos
of Ne skn, as follows, to-wit :
Hel§ sonds, =aue of 1575,
10 per cent,
Funding bonds, 1537
2600, sl -annnal, s per cedl,
otael smount of boudxl
MWT.95

INT
I, Stes

irw of

QL INN, s

Ixasies O Bialil

Indelstisdyivss

Very respectiully,

G. M. Baemt

Slats

AT
hus we provide & small interest crop of five
thousand dollars on our ten per ecol,
the proceeds of which Governor Ban
Church Howe nnd another
tod iuto sead and rabsastence for
m the fronhier,

And we glean annually the mil
onr helds of about thirty-five thousand dollars
Lo pay as interest apon those mysterions col-
Internls called State Sinking Fand Bowds
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¢lare ten per cent davidends

As to the style ol tem
Peru, increduloas persons \
County Buperintendents who
them. Relinhle information lesds Lt Ccon-
clude that very many atterly incompetient
instructors have been licensed by the Nebradka
Normal School, and that the nstitation hias
cost vastly morethan it is worth. It is good,
however, and furmshes fTood
for favored You, the peuple,
are 11s |||.|I\r".l‘f|ir‘-_ and Voo can restrict (17
enlarge its demands for cush VOUr own
aptiun, I'he taxes takeon from voonr Homes and
their comlores whnts
maws of the University,
consumer at Pern,

A MRUMIBLER.

Smart statesmen, gentlemen tn high position
will eall this the voice of & grambler, a maleon-
tent, a fault-tinder. Buot that will not change
facts and figures, nor controvert the trath,
Nebraska on the Amirican
with the boast that she waa debtless and
twelve thousand two hundred and
dollars and forty cents on band.
I'hat fact was exultingly paraded by the out-
going territorinl exeentive, and 4-!1.J.||r-tr|,nt]_\
aired by the distinguished economist who
succeeded him as GovernoX of the unew BState
in 1807.
Patriotic place-bunters deéclared that the
Btate government would cost not more, proba-
bly, than twelve thousand a year, though some
suckling statesmen, even then, confessed
that pos=sibly onr annuoal expense [or Suate-
hood might rench $30.000, Bal as we have in-
herited on coming to State age 500,000 acres of
internal improvement lands, seventy-two séc-
tions of university lands, between forty and
fifty thonsand acres of a penitentiary, and an
endiess ncreage of school lands, it was declared
that State taxes wounld amounnt to only a trific
com pared to the blessings which would inure to
us from the honor of being represented by the
best and marked ability in Congress.
But the first years of 1867-8 dispelled the il-
lusion of cheap government by deawing from
the people of Nebraska more than & quarter of

million of dollar I which to maintain

! with
the dignity and exalted elmracter of the State

semi-nnnually.
manafactured at
mguire of the
have examined
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governm#nt.
But the fncts nnd figures are

Recelpts and  disbrirse-

meutn  for  blennial

term 1867 and 1888,
1989 and 1870,
1471 snd IST2.
I#73 and 1874
1868 pud 1876,
187 and 1577,

250,963 17

Total Reoeipts ..
Total Disbursements. . . .,
Balance November 30th, 1874

£7,329,700 15

_$679,518 16

$460.151 W0
| Note.—The State Treasury ashows nothing as
to the proceeds of about six thousand lots in

Lincoln, which are supposed to have been
converted into cash at au sverage of sbout ope
hundred dollarms each, by State Commissioners
Batler, Kennard and Gillesple, The State
should have from axid sales realized more than
half & million d but the realisstion is not
histocicall

The above s a8 well as those concern-
ing the Univermity sud Normal Bchool, eame to
me with the following letter:

J. Sturling Morton, Nebraska City, Neb.:
' Dman S1e— Replying to yours of Iste date, relative
o cost of State ment, &c., I have to ssy that
the within sppertaing to transsctions with
this office, &0 Jar a8 my litme permiis me gf compii-
Your first inguiry 1 sm ooable to comply with,
uditor of P N T8
e O
disbursements of-
m organieation of State to Nov. B0th, 1878,

A little emphasis on the expression, "‘so Joar
un' my time permits of  compiling'” renders the

fState Treasurer an exceediugly im;
writer. From his figures it L':l.il be |
that as the purchasing power of dollacs has
increased, the number of dollars required
b
1 y W
homes bave decreased,
g medium  of the
towards nn  eguality with the world's
moaey, gold, the expeases of the Biate have
increased It took muore greenbacks—worth
only eighty cents on the dollar—to buy bread
clothes for your household in 1873, than
it takes now of 100 ceut dollars in the blessed
year of resumption, 1579, But the politioal
housebold alone is maintained at an  ever i
cremsing cost in Nebraska, it seems, whelber
dollars are under par or at par. Thus the
argest taxes for State purposes amoanting to
nearly two millivns of dollars were gathered
during 1877 and 1878. But vyou can obtain
the figures vourselves and read and re-read
them—wondering bow the tax payers sleep
under thuse perpetoal pocket-pickings, aund
sdmiring the stalwart genius which in
governing less than five hundred thousand
people, ean so sdroitly dispose of such vast
sums, and not arouse the fatigued citizeas to
wakefulness and action.

A mere trifle yer seven millions of dollars is
all that the Htate Treasurer’'s time “permits of
compiling.” Beven millions of dollars for gov-
erning a populstion, twelve years, which aver-

leas during the time, than twa handred
thousand souls. Beven millions of dollars!’
What have you as citizens fo show for the out-

3

expenses of your
as the circulat-
country tended

Your lsnds donated by the General Govern-

! &1l

Yo B0
Leginiature.

Hiute Ninkin

per oent. A Nebraska

'
Fund Bond is oot aolike boarding
and caty
now

Lionse Linsls
LT TECan because nobody can tell
or where they have been
may be their cowponent parts,
And in this cunneotion you may call up an
investigation, which the last session of the leg
islative assembly engiueerved, anto cash
band in the State Treasury. That mild and
gentle search of the public contribution-hox
nbhowed about fonr bandred thowsamd
funds on band and deposited
conptry hanks, It also proved that those han kw
pand for those Htate menies
cent. intlerest to somebody
the Biate itself. Now, if any of You
farmern owe fonr thousand dollnrs, whieh i
I'REASURERS OUFFIOR, I
NEERASKA Uiry,
Repl 1, \

maide, or what

dollars

in  weEventeen

1T

i per
elae

than

I Sterling

Worton, Nebru

Duak Sk — 1 tind according to the tax
office, that you have pakd taxes on the N |
for the lest ten years, as follows

1878

1877

’ sha Citw, N

Yours truly,
N. L, simruox,

Counmly Treasurer,
drawing ten per cent interest, and have four
thousand on hand which you deposit in bank
for four per cent. interest (and nllow some
other person Lo draw and consume that inter-
est ) every bnl.l) who bearn of it will declare you
either insane or idiotie., But such a
would be only the Btate financial management,
emulated and imitated by the citizen, That
the financial management which would prove
the private citizen s lunatic is, when eontroll-
ing the commonwealth, called marvelonsly cor-
rect statesmanahip,

But says one—however large the yearly
of taxes in Nebraska, may be, I—baving
a guarter section of land to pay upon
he burdened thereby, Let us see how that may
Lyes

That certifioate merely shows that upon the
farm where 1 live taxes bave been paid in ten

COnrse

in

crop
ul:]_\

CRNNDOL

greater than I paid—ea n preemptor—for the
entire tract. And if taxation isequal through~
ount the Btate—every farm has paid aceurding-
ZLL' jon to its valustion. The fsrmer
the bulk of the bills for the Common-
wealth, by Bnyi.ng the taxes Lpoo bis lands, his
products, his ocattle, his swine, and uther
domestic amimals. And eovery farmer who
will hunt up his tax receipts -ndyemmum themn
clonely will ssoertain that be tends every vear,
more and more, to the ecordition of & mere
tenant, =8 his taxes to Btate, County and
School District, every year, come nears~ and
nearet tothe full rental value of his lande
The problem s to bow much the citizen can
afiord to pay for State governmental sotion
to hixs life, property and liberty in Nebrasks is
ope upon which 1 wish to stemdlly fix your
winds and for its soluotion inspire you to
candidly cipher and seriously consider.
The tax-makers, tax-gatherers and tax-eatem
are having ssmuoch fon at exponse, and ns
good = time generally, as those oruel boys
who threw stones at the froge. [The froge
died.| And the able alacrity with which the
istest collection of law-givers st Lincoln made
Rppropriations kunthnnrn'n!ie money, coin-
mands the admiration ull the contractors
for State bullding; sll the public joblwrs who
are recipisnts of favors, and sll thoss persons
who are immediately beastited I»{ the dis-
bursements. But to economically-minded,
practical, tax-paying citizens the appropria-
tion for the of & uew Capitol, of reventy-
ﬁfﬂth::;lﬂd , at this ;hm- OIS W
hasty needless expense. It luoks badly
and it smells badly whenever any appropris-

tion is the ou of either
o L

It sppropriated oot of the peo
ples’ pockets about eight hundred thousand
dollars snd had the session been looger Lhe
steals would have been bigger. The people
pay for every rascal in office a heavy preminm,
and for every incompetent, & burdensome pen-
alty in incresssd taxes. It is time tocall s
bhait upon the rivt of tax-wakers, tax-collect-
ors and tax-consumers every where.

THE REMEDY.
All State bonds, all couanty bonds, all )
cinet bonds and all school district bonds which
are nnimpeschably and legally valid, shuald
be enlled in and refunded at a lower rate of
interest. No State bond should draw more
than five, no county more than six, no precinet
or school district more thap seven per cent. in-
terest. The power to make mwore poblic debts,
except for the common defence and the en-
forcement of the laws should be abolished,

Iu the langusge of Justice Couley, of the
Sopreme Couart of Michigan, ““Many sericus
errors may be committed and many wrongs
deve in the exercive of the power to tax. which
the parties wronged must submit to, becasuse
the conrts can afford them no tedress whatever.
All injuries which result from an exercise of
political or legislative autbority are to be in-
cluoded in this category; and. these are often
the most perious, which in matters of taxation,
the people are visited with. In all such cases,

! ingniry into the jurisdiotional guestion, and if
1 it mppearn that the polition]l or leginlative body
han kopt within the limits of s sathority, |
the judigiary muost paase there and admit s ||
| |lll‘¢)l?l"t“l.l'"l"\' to imguire oo Wrongs which,
| within those Jimits, may have been committed.
The wrongs which spring from errors oo the
part of assessors are, In s IML;I' proportion ol
all the cases, aa little suscoptible of correction
unless the Legisiature shall have provided s
remedy by atatute, Courtsof Fgnity have bhal
| & limited Jurisdiction, extending to fow danol
besides those in Lhe oy i ve
on the part of Lins Daaverny L
and inthiot an injury
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