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Does a8 zr-no--nl Peal Estate Dusiness,

rein in front of a large, double log
house,on the very summitof the Blue
Ridge Mountains of eastern Ken-
tucky.

The place was evidently kept as a
tavern, at least so a sign proelaimed,
aud here I determined to demand ac-
commodation for wyself and servant,
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‘Why, Bose. what s II.’.’ What do
yoa mean ?’ I asked barely, restrain-
Ing a smile.

‘I tole you, Mars Ralph, we'd bet-
ter trable furder,” wasthe rather mys-
terious reply. ‘You see dat yaller
gal dere tole me dar would be a muss
if we stayed in this 'founded old
house all night.’

By close questioning I elicited the
fact that the girl had really warned
him that four men, whom I had no-
ticed together, were a desperate set of
villians, and probably had designs
upon our property, If not our lives,

The girl had seen two of them at
the stable while T was at supper and,
by cautiously creeping into a stall,
next the one in which they stood, bad
heard emough to convince her that
they meant mischief. Subsequently
to this she also saw the landiord in
close confab with the entire party,
and, from his actions, judged that he
was urging the men to their nefarious
work.

‘I tell you, Mars Ralph, dem white
trash ain’t arter no good—now you
heard me,’ persisted Bose,

I had begun to think so myself; but
what was to be done. The situation
was full of embarrassment, and I felt
that nothing could be done save to
wait and wateh, and, by being on tha.
alert, defeat thelir plans by a determin-
ed resistance.

I found that from the barred win-
dow, in which there was a broken
pane of glass, a good view of the sta-
ble could be had.

Then from the other window.

I erossed the room, drew aslde the
heavy curtain, and, raising the sash I
looked out.

A ringle glance way sufficient to
canse ma a thrill of surprise, and I
gave a low exclamation that instantly
brought Bose to my side,

Far below I counld see the faint glim-
mer of water, the low murmur of
which eame Indistinctly ap from the
depths, while, on a level with
what should have been the ground, I
dimly eaw the waving tree tops, as
they gently swayey before the fresh
night breeze, and knew that the win-
dow coverlooked & chasm, the sound-
ings of which I could only guess at.
In other words, the house, or that
portion of it, was built upon the very
verge of the clifl, the eolid rock form-
ing & foundation more lasting than
any that could be made by the hands
of man.

I leaned far ont, and saw that there
was not en inch of space left between

the heavy log on which the structure
rested and the edge of the preecipice ;

and then I turned away with the full
eonvietion that if escape must be made
it certainly would not be made in that
direction. There was nothing espee-
faHy strange In this; there were many
houses a0 con=tructed—I had seen one

or two myselfl—and yet when I drew

hack Into the room, und saw Lhe look
in Dose’s dusky fuce, I felt that dan-

ger qulck and Jgadly was hoveriog in

the alr.
Without speaking I went to my sad-
dle-bags and got out my, plstole—a su-
perb pair of loug double ritles, that 1
knew Lo be accurate nnywhere uader
halfa bundred yards.

‘Dar ! dem's what I like to see!" ex-
claimed Bose, a8 he dived down [nto
his bag and fished out and old horse-
pistol that had belouged to my grand-
father, and whleh I knew waa loaded
down to the muzzle with No. 1 buek-

sbot. It was a terrible weapon at
close guarters.

The stables In which our horses
were feeding could be watched, and
by events transpiring in that Jocality
we would shape our actions. I found
the door could be locked from the la-
gide, and, in addition to this, I impro-
vised a bar by means of a chair-leg
wrenched off and thrust through a
heavy iron staple that had been driv-
en into the wall. TIts fellow on the
opposite slde was mlssing.

We then lifted the olothes press be-
fore the window, leaving just room
enough on oneside toclearly see, and,
if necessary, fire through the; drag-
ged the hureau against the door with
as little noise as poseible, and felt that
everything that was possible had been
done.

A deathlike stillness reigned over
the place, broken only onoce by the
volce of the colored g!rl elnging as
she crossed the stable yard.

I had fallen Into & half doze, esated
in & chair near the window facing the
scables, where Bose was on the watch
I felt a slight touch
upon my arm and the voice of the
falth sentinel in my ear.

“Wake up Mars Ralph ; dey’s fool-
in’ 'bout destahle doo, arter de horses,
shuah,’' brought me wide awake tomy
feet.

Cautiovsly peeplogout, I saw at a
glanee ihat Bose was right in bhis con-
jecture—thers were two of tbem—one
standiog out iu the clear moonlight,
evidently watching my window,
while the other—and I fancied it was
the landliord—was in theshaddow near
the door, which at that moment slow-
ly swung cpen.

As the man dlsappeared within the
buillding, a low, keen whistie cut the
air, and at the same instant I heard
the knbb of my door eautiously tried.

A low hiss from Bose brought me to
his side, from the door where I had
been listening.

‘Dey’s got de hosses out in de vard,’
he whispered, as he drew aside to let
me look out through the broken pane.

‘Take the door,’ T said ‘and fire
throough If they attack. I am goelngto
shoot that fellow holding the horses.’

‘Lordy, Mars Ralph, it's de tavern-
l zeeper. Hesln't no count, Drop de

=hon an {| fen BN

ofar nntil he s

8uy,

J I DAY AU(‘I
P was the sensible m:!vlce
which Fdetermined to adopt.

Noiselessly drawing aside the cur-
tain, I r@sted the muzzle of my pistol
on the sash where the !ight had been
broken aWay ; and drew a bead upon
the tallest of the two men who stood,
holding $he’ three horses, out In the
bright meonlight,

The sbarp erack of the'weapon was
followed by a yell of pain,

the ruflan reel backward
ure his length upon the
‘then from the main buila-
gout :

r! Murder! Oh, help !

blz

Like) lnz it flashed across my
mind, . were three horses out
in theopes Joi! There was, then, an-
other traveler besides oursel ves.

A heavy blow descended upon the
door, and alvoice roared :

‘Quick! Barst the infernal thing
open, and let me get at him. The
sooundrel has killed Dave !’

‘Let them have it, Bose,” I whis-
pered, rapidly reloding my pistol.
‘There, second panel.’

With a steady band the pluoky fel-
low leveled the huge weapon and
pulled the trigger.

A deafening report followed, and
again a shrill cry of mortal angulsh
told them the shot had not been
wasted.

‘Sabe us! how it do kiok!" exolaim-
ed Bose, under his breath,

The blow had fallen like an unex-
pected thunderbelt upon the bandits,
and a moment later we heard thelr re-
treating footsteps down the corridor.
‘Dar’ll be more of 'em heah ’fore
long, Mars Ralph,’” sald Bose, 'l
'apeets dese b'longs to a band, and If
dey comes an’ we still heah, we gone
coons for ehuah.’

This view of the case was new fo
me, but I felt the foree of It; I knew
that such bands did exlst in these
mountains,

Stunnad for a moment, I turned|
round and stared hopelesely at Bose;
but he, brave fellow that he was, nev-
er loat his head for an instant.
‘Bound to leab here, Mars Ralph,’
he said quite codfldentially. ‘*An’dar
ain’t no way gwln 'cept tro dat win-
dow ;' and he pointed to the one over-
looking the cliff.

I merely shook my head and torned
to wateh agaln, hoping toget ashot at
the raseal’on guard.

Bose, left to his own devices, at
onee went to work, I heard him fus-
sing around the bed for some time,
but never looked to sce what he was

puke.
‘Now den 1or ae rope,” 1 Desru i

and In an fopstant T cavght his
meaning.

ering, dragged off the heavy tick and

was ‘eorded.’

in five minutes he had drawn the
rope through {ts many turnings, and
then, gatbering the coil In bis hands,
he drew up the sash and prepared to
take soundings.

It railed to tounch the botlom ; but
nowise disheartened, he seized the
cotton coverlet and spliced on. This
succeeded, and the cord was drawn up
preparatory to knotting it in place of
gross-pieces.

In the meantime the sllence with-
out bad been broken once. A shrill,
keen whistle, such as we had beard
before, wae given by the man on the
watch, and replied to by some one
seemingly a little way off. Then I
heard footsteps—eoft, cat-like ones—
on the verandah outside, showing
that robbers were on the alert at all
peints,

At length Bose announced the ‘lad-
der’ ready. It was again lowered
from the window, and the end was
held and made {ast to the bed we had
dragged over for the purpose,

‘Now den, Mars Ralph, I go down
fust, and see If 'um gtrong ecnough to
bar us.’

And he was half way out of the
window before I could speak.

‘No, Bose, you shall not,’ I answer-
ed, firmly, drawing him back Into the
room, ‘Yoo must—'

The words were lost In the din of a
furions and totally unexpected atlack
upon the door.

The dull heavy strokes of the ax
were fntermingled with the sharp
quick clatter of hatchete as they cut
away at the barrier, and once ip a|
while I could hear deep oaths as
though they had been rendered doub-
ly savage by our reslstance.

‘Here, Bose, your pistol! Qulek!
I whispered, and the heavy charge
went crashing through, fuliowd by
shrieks and curses of paiu and rage.
‘Now, then, out with you! I will]
hold the place,” I said, rushicg back |
to the window. ‘*Come, Louse, hurry,
or all will be loat.’

The brave feilow now wished to 1n-
gist oo my going flret; but he saw
that time was wastiug and glided
down the rope, gradually disappear-
ing in the heavy shadows,

The fall of one of their numwber had
cagsed only a momentary lull, and I
heard tbem reuew the sesault wiih
tenfold fury.

I dure not fire again, for I feit thal
avery bullet would be needed when
affuirs were more pressing.

It seemed an age before I felt the
signal from below that the rope was

myself down, pausing an Instant, as
my eye galned a level with tha sill, to
take s 128t look Into the room.

As I did #0 the door gave way, and
the bloodthirsty demons poured over
the threshold,

I kpew that I had no time for delib-
grate movement. Thevy would

in-

¥

ready for me; bat it came, and I lei |
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atantly discover the mode of escape

down on me.

on my beavy riding-gloves,
much as might have been expeected.
dow, I slid rapidly down, and struck

ery bone in my body,

oliff.

moment before, T had stood.

almost inarticulate with rage.
And I saw a dark form swing out
and begin the desoent.
‘Now, Mars Ralph,’ whispered
Bose, significantly, and with a quick
alm I fired at the ewinging figure.
Without a sound the man released
bis hold, and came down like a lump
of lead, shot through the brain.
Another had started In hot haste,
and was more than balf way out of
the window, when suddenly the soene
above was brilliantly lit up by the
glare of a toreh.
Agaln the warnlog volce of the
watchful black called my attention to
the figure now stroggling desperately
to regsain the room, and, as before, I
threw up my pistol, and covering the
exposed slde, drew Lhe trigger.
With a econvulsive effort the wreteh,
apringing far out Into the empty vold,
turned once over, and came down
with a rushing soond upon the jagged
rocks that lay at the foot of the preo-
iploe.
A single look to see that the win-
dow was clear—we knew there could
be po path leading dewn for a long
distance elther way, or they would
never had attempted the rope, and we
plunged headlong into the dense for-
est that clothed the mountaln side.
Wae got olear, it Is true, but with
lasg of our animals and bagzgage : for
the next day, when we returned with
a parly of rezulators, we found the |
place a heap of smoldering aslhies, and I
no living sou! to toll whither the rob- |
bers had fled.—Boslon Times.
—el— ¥ —

BULLDOZING A WITNESS.

The Manner in Which an Innocent is
Hapdled by a Criminal Lawyer.

and elther cut tho rope or else fire

I had taken the precaution to draw
and my
band, thus protected, did not suffer as

With my eyes fixed upon the win-
the earth with a jar that wrenched ev-

Quick as lightning I was seized by
Bose, dragged some paces on one
slde, and close against the face of the

Not a second too soon, for down
came a volley, tearing up the earth
about the foot of the rope, where, a

‘Thunder! they will escape! After
them, down the rope!" yelled a volce,
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feet.
““May It please the court and jury, I
find this witness ntterly incorrigible,
stubborn, mulish and bent upon keep-
Ing back the very facts that the jury
muost have. He'has clearly been tam-
pered with and comes here with the
manifest intention of browbeating
and worrying both the Jury and the
bar. I have temporized with him, I
bhave led him gently from point to
point In the hope of beguiling him ln-
to a true recital of the facts connected
with this dreadful murder, and what
Is my reward for this cousiderate
kindness and forbearasnce? Speaking
under the sanotity of an oath, he tells
this court and jury, that he doesn't
| know where be lives, snd asks me to
tell bim! Great God! Can such a
thing be, and not overcome us like a
—llke—and not overcome us? I ask
your honor that this witness be sent
to jail for contumacy, to remain there
until be expresses ajwillingness to tell
what he knows about this dreadfal
murder.”
The court then admonishes the wit-
ness that further trifling would not be
permitted, that he must answer to the
gentleman’s questions, or he'll cer-
talnly feel called upon to commlit him
to prison,
The witness s by this time bewll-
dered, scared, dazed and Indulges In
contradietions and absurdities as fast
and as often as the atlorney requires
bim to; end, flpally, leaving the
stand, it ls a quarter of an honr at
least before he can recall his own
name or fix his own identity. The
attorney then gets upon his feet, tears
the wretched witnesse’s contradiotory
and foollsh rigamarole all to tattera,
and asks the court that It be excluded
from the jury as false and nonsensiecal.

FRAUD UNEARTHED.

A Demonstration of Tilden’s Frandu-
lent Vote In 1876,

From the New York Times.

Ever since the electoral comm/ission
announced [ts declsion In the oases re-
ferred to it, and Mr. Hayes was de-
clared elected President, the Demo-
crats have made the country resound
with thelr charges that his eleotion
was secured by fraud., We publish
tbis mornlong a review of the facts of
the election of 15876, compared with
the corresponding factaof all previous
electlons fn whieh the popular vote
has been recorded. The review shows,

Calro[1il.] Bullotin.
The maoner in whilech attorneys|
question witnesses Is exasperating tn'

He had stripped the bed of It8 cov-| (1o ntelligent listener beyond ex-|the most extended and deltberate

pression. The great purpose of the

the stout hempen rope with which It| 4oerapn eriminal Iawyer, for instanee, | glactoral votes In Northern States and i of the election laws. and the setabilsh=

Is to draw from the witness all the
facts 1n his poesesslon, except the facts
tonohing the ease under consideration.
A countryman chopping down a
tree, stops lils work aud buries his ax
up to the eye in the brain of his
brother-in-law. The witness who
saw the whols bloody transactlon is
brought into court, and his examina-
tion runs about thua:

“You say that the prisoner was
ohopplog down a tree. Now will you
please tell the court and jory where he
bought the ax ?"’
“"You don't know ;
we'll see about that."’
“Now, sir, look at the jury—don’t
stare in that helpless manuer at me —
now, eir, do you say, upon your oath,
that you don’t know that the defend-
ant stole the ax before he Jeft Padu-
cha.,”

“You say 8o, eh ? Well, now mark
me, sir, bow many feet was it from
the tree the defendant was chopping
to the nearest grist-mill 2

“You can't say ?"'

““Was It tan feet?”

“(Certalnly, a good deal more.”
"“Well, was It a thousand miles ?"

very well, slr,

with the nl 1 talntw nal
clearnesa o{ m‘[':eaaratlou[&‘emona?m-
tion, that there was, ludeed, fraod in
the last Presidential elec{ion—frsud of

£ here ?" The ntmrnay aprlnga to Lis

wd
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OFFICIAL PA PER. 01" THECOI:\TY

Judged hy the records of a dozeu pre*
cedinglPresidentlal elections, the re-
ported vote was grosely in excess of
the vote which could have been actu-
ally oast ; that excess is found on the
Demooratic slde; it conld not have
been drawn frem the Republicans,
who more than held their own and
lost nothing ; it was, therefore, frand.
ulent. From this conclusion there Is
no escape,

This same facl I8 deweloped In a
number of ways by the careful study
of the statistics, of which we give the
rezults. We Invite the most seazch«
ing seruliny of the methods by which
the conclusionsare arrived at, and the
most rigld analysis of the ressoning
by which they are sustained. The es-
seniial basis of the review ls the Ucl-
ted States'census report, which Iu'the
case of New York and Louislana are
used to eorrect obvlous errors in the
State censuses, while In New Jersey
a Btate enumeration supplies later
data. From these sources !s drawn
the actual or approximate total of the
populaiion ; when the election does
not occur in the same year aa a cen-
sus, the population Is caleufated by
the ratlo of Increase shown by prevl-
ous censuses, and no room Ia left for
essentlal errors, The number of qual-
ilead voters Is taken eithar directly
from the censur or caleulated socord-
ing to the ratio of the preceding
years, which is slngularly sonstant.
The proofs of frauds appears in va-
rious forma, and are duly presented in
the review. Whether we consider
the impossible proportion of reported
voters to the number of qualifed ve-
ters, or the impossible inorease of the
reported votes to the populalion; or
the mysterious and sudden Inecrease
in tbe Demooratio vote without any
decrease in the Republican vote—
with, in fact, the legitimoand regular
Inerease of the Republican vote—all
the factas point to the'one conclusion,
that of Democratie frand on a most
extensive scale.

Nor wlill there be mueh doubt In
the minds of our readers, Democratio
or Republican, as {o the hands from
which that net of fraud proocesded,
which embraced at least five States In

| 1ts meabhes, and which was so skiiiful-

ly woven and east. A mind capable
of lnventing, organizing, sad exeou-
ting such a gigantio sebhems does ook
often arise to threaten the Integriily
and soundness of a republle. Whea
it does, and finds, as Ino the present
case, a profound popular confidence In
the forms of law ready to be ubuaudto

B e T

sults. The erime which wa otp:me to=
day is one which wlll be repeated, we

| character, fraud changing at least 50|

2 in the Bouthern BStates, but that
this fraud was planned and executed,
not in the Interest of Mr. Hayes and
the Republican party, but in that of |
Mr. Tilden and his facticn of the|
Demoecratie party. The basis of this
demonstration is the fact that in the
Siates of Connecticat, New York, and
New Jersey, and In Loulslana, Florl-
da, and Mississippl, the Increase ! |
the reported vote was out of all pro-
portion to the Increase In population;
that of the reported Increased vole
the Republiean party recelved lbej
proportion which lis previous voles
compared to population rendered
probable ; that the Democratio party,
which did not, as the figures’ show,
draw from the Republicans, neverthe-
lees had a reported Increase in it
vote, whlch was In all cases bey nndl
any previous galn that It bad ever
made, and which in some cases abso-
lutely exceeded the galn in voting
population. That this reported In-
crease was a legitimate®one Is, In sev-
eral instances, grossly improbable, In
some instances It Is physically Impos-
sible. That, on the contrary, the re-
ported Democratle increase was seou-

“Oh, certalaly not.”

““Phe court and jury will please ob-
serve the stubborness of the witness.
It is manifestly his purpose to keep
from the jury the facls they ougbt to
know.”

““Now, elr, who owned that mill?"
The wliness innoeently Inqulres,
what mill ? but scon repents it.

“Ihe jury will piease observe the
exasperating coutumacicusness of
thiis witness, his evasion and hisman-
ifest purpose to confuse your minds as
to the facts luvolved In this terrible
murder,”

““Now, sir, look me In the face. You
have solemanly eworn that the man
was chopping near a mill, 'WIIl you

red by a wlilely extended, carefully
developed, and skillfully execated
acheme of fraud ls, In the case of sev-
eral Btates, an extremely strong in-
ference ; ip the case of the remainder
covered by the review, it fa au irre-
glstible conclusion.

The period for which It la pos=eible
to study accurately the relation of the

the total population, and {to the num-
ber of qualified voters, extends over
nearly half a century, that Is te say,

votes cast In Presldential elections to |

may be sure, If opportunity is glven,
It fully explains the anxiety on the
part of the Demoorats for the repeal

ment of what they ecall *'free” and
‘‘open’ eleotions—free, 1. e., from su-
pervizion, and epen to = repetition of
the fraud by which Mr. Tilden was
once 8o nearly seated in the Presli-
dent’s chalr.

Dream Mysterles.

A man [ell asleep as the clook tell-
ed the first etroke of 12 He awak-
ened ere the eoho of Lthe twelfth
stroke had dled away, having In the
interval dreamed thst he bad commit=
ted a orime, was detected after flve
yvears, trled and eondemned; the
shock of finding the halter arcund
his neck aroured him} to consclous~
ness, when} he discovered that all
these events had happened In an in-
finltesimal fragment of time, Mo-
hammed, wishiog to [llustirate jthe
wondera of sleep, told how a certain
man, belng a shelk, found himself,
for his pride, made a poor flaherman,
that he lived as one for sixty years,
bringicg vp a famlly and working
hard, and how, upon wakling up from
his long dream, so short a time had
he been asleep, that the narrow neck-
ed gourd bottle filled with water,
which bhe knew heoverturned as he
fell ssleep, bad not time to empty
itself. How faat the soul travels
when the body 1 nsleep! Ofien
when we awake weshrink from go-
ing back into [the dull routlne of a
sordid existence, regretting the
pleasanter life of dreamland. How
{1s it that sometimes when wego toa
strange place, we fancy that we have
seen it before? [s it poasibie thas

from 1828 to 1876, inclusive. It em-
braces thirtecn elections, of which one
—that of 1864, oconrring during the|
war—Iis omitted. The official figures |
for this long perlod show that, while

now dare say—look at the jury, sir—
that there wus no mill M Liin a 1,600
miles of the tree that the defendamt
was fi !-iug q

| Jun'ts:;:_runything of the kind?"”

**The jury wiil please note this an-
swer,"’

““Now, see here my frieud—we have
bad encogh of this. You first declared
that there was no mill, and now you
brazenly avow that there was a mill
near the wood-choope—"

1 said tbhere was no mlll within
ten fee—""

knows; and now, sir,
“Who made your boots 7"
“You don't know!

know ? There, there.
jury—not at me.

is?"

The witness tells hia name.

“Now, sir, look at the jury! How impoesible vote, the Republicans had
long did yon live thera 7 only their ordinary proportion, while
| The witness tim!dly asks, “Lived |tbhe Democrats Lad the remainder.

““Never do you mind whsat yon say
—I know what yeu eay, and the jury
listen to me."”

Is there any-
thing under beavens that you do
Look at the
And now, perhaps,
you can tell the jury what your name

| the population wes varlously affected
| by immigration and migration, while
marked diflurences in social and com-
mercial progress grew up us between
the different States, and in many of
the States as belween different pe-
riods, througlhiout the whole of them
the maximum number of qualified
'voters who actualiy voted remained
extremely steadfast. The maxloum s
85 of every 100 ; inother words, in the
most exeitipg times before 1878, 15
ount of every 100 voters, for one reason
or another, falled to vote, But the
figures, which we give in detail this
morning, show that in 1878 of the
qualified voters there are reported as
bhaving actnally voted In Connectiout,
88.2 per cent; In New York, 95.2 per
cent; in New Jersey, 98,7 per cent;
in South Carolina, 956 per cent; in
Louilsians, 99 per cent; in Florida,
109.4 per cent.

It is further shown,
in all except the last of these Rtates,
that of $his enormous, improbable, or

when we have been asleep, the soul
| has floated away, seen the place
{and has that memory of it which so
|eurprised us? In a word, how far
dual is the lifa of man, how far not ?
e ——
It will now be ln order for Kentucky
to consider whether in the futare any
man shall be hung for murder. ltie
a dangerous precedent to say that the
hangman's rope Is only for poor men.
Io the histary of orime there has not
been a moreopen and wlcked murder
than that committed by Buford. Had
he been a poor man his death by
baoging would have been swift and
certain. Had he been anagrothe prob-
abilitles are that all forms of law
would bave _been dispensed with,
and the nearest lamp-post or tree
would have been all the scaffold re-
quired. Justice in the blue grass re-
glon I8 very discrimicating, sud, for
that matter, in other plages tce.—
inter Ocean.

< —

A Syrscuse undertaker went down
the track to bury the victim of a sup-
posed railroad accident. As he lified
the woman’s body tenderly into the
wagon she rubbed her eyes and ex-
claimed: “H-], I muzzer been
sleep!” He dropped her.
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