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DIFFIDENCE.

n afther axin’, Biddy doaz"'—

d here he paused awlille

@ hils words the merest mite
Vith something of a smilc,

ni} Its Imacoe

ace of beputeous mold,

wi lguld eyes ware peeplng

thar ¥,
P} Ty Cal ¢+

‘rusn o Lroldery of guld.

tao ax ve, Diddy dear,

» OO

{"— then he stopped aeain,
As 1f s heat: had bubliled o'er
And overflowed his braln
lips wero twitehlng nervoasly
er wha?t they !t k::‘l':..

o] thelr guavers wiih the

‘hat gently rose and fell,

eyas

"—and then he took her hands

is own—

«l the buds

H %W n—
“Me purty dear”—at ::la'lb.i-l heard
Tt rabibing of her heart
| Tuat told how love hadentered in
| And cialmmed its every pars.
< . tazin' o ishe
'\' T ‘v“' w
sinse emough to s2 you COI=
Ilut what's the rayson why 7™
“Toax"—and once agalin the tongu
Forebore its sweeta to tell —
"To &Axif 3rs. 3ullican
Had Ly phagr scid I"*

CHOKEP 'S RESURRECTION.,

The only true ghosat story I know,
= the et.n!_\ of Choker’s ghost. That
i= a p-'--t;'r“.-e fact, well attested. All
the neighbors know w hat happened.
All the neighbors know how it began:
and as itisthestoryof Choker’s ghost

it could net bave begun until Choker | don’t go ; don

13 Choker ke

had been called fors
good many years—before he wasactu-
id, I should suppose ; but hewas

queer fellow, a man without

relatives or friends, apd who seemed | [

o wanl pone

He was & mysterious man, too.

Iie had a wooden leg, and no one
ame by 1L,
i1 over one eve

“’il}'

knew how he g

He had & blac

and no one

K pal

gould tell he wore

He had a rusty wig, and there was
intimate enough 1

r hie adopted it

ABILIOW

tu:'uau.-z- he was

bald or hecause he was gray.

He had a deposit In the btank, and
L ne kuew liow hie earned the mon-
|_‘.'

He came & stranger to Grabtown

I bought a house and little far

Lis pame as Guy Chok-

b o P

aboot him, except that he had the

best cropsto t

He never wenttochureh, and never

cheated a neighbor.
NO knewanvthing arainst him;

as they knew nothing, they suspected

t desl ; an d when at Iast he was

found dead, one moraing, all bottled-

G} cugrio=sity popped out as Cham-

pazne does whet isuncorged
Everybody wanted to see him

_ Everybo attended the

vervbo !*.' wWel

inquest,

)
it to the funeral.

2 g
b~

It wae decided that he disd of
plexy.

There were no

apo-

him
lenty

reiatives to see
probably be g

funeral,

but thiere would

Lils s Lldere

left to pav fur
] about that.
sort

was

The elergvman said a doubtful
for him,and as he
contradieted it
And Yeggy Kinder, aaid
wasn'{ afraid of any !!.I:i:. was put in-
to the b

road word

one

dead, no

who ghe

ouse, to take care of it

~he knew old Choker very well,
t 3 - F Fam #5 1
having done wash 1::: for him for five

Years.

That night the weather being chilly
made up a good
and slept on an

spring weather, she

fire in the kitchen,

old lounge thers,
Once in the night she

woke up, and

g seen for miles around.q that

§,# 1 1 -
thougzht she heard the clump, ciump,
of a wooden leg overhead ; ut

though she felta ehill run up lier back-
bone at the thought, she made up her
mind that 1t
went to sleep again.

At six she was up, and had pat
more coal on the fire, and was
the kettle, when positively—no fanoy
about it this time—she did hear that
clemp, ¢lump, again, aeross the room
upstairs balfs dozen times, then down
the stalrs.

The sound

S1liner
illlag

pf Chokers wooden leg
and nothing e‘-e and as she turned
about shaking and trembling, shesaw
Choker himself at the door, in his big
flowersed dressing gown, with the
black pateh over his eye, and ibe
brown wig on.
| “lLord
Pegey.
Then,as C
and “Dreakfsst ready yeot?"
she grew bewlidered.
|  “] been bavinga borrid dream, sir,”
| she sslid, gt.u.u.aw'u from the figure
thougl J,m- gpoke ; “‘and it's as
| natural as life, 1 yon
| were dead, sir, but
that you skeer me.’
: “Do 1 2" sald old Choker.
blese ve, we must all die.”
*“Yes, sir,” =aid Peggy.
“And =sll be buried,
Chroker.
“I know that,’” said Peggy.
| *““Onmlyall of us won't stay buried,”
| said]CLhoker, putting his finger to his
| nose.
| And at that Peggy never waited
even for her bonnet, but bolted out of
the house and came lumbling into her
| daughter’s half an bhourafter,shaking
| with fright, and vowing she bad seen
Choker's ghost.
The daughter was nearly as much
frightened as the mother, snd the

199

have mercy on us! cried

sald :

reamed that

o
it was 80 natoral

“Why

too,’

+ &C. | mews spread, but nobody believed it

! At last every one sald it was redicu-

was all ponsense, and  dowed with

hoker nodded cheerfully, |

- g |
BAC | avoritis.”

llnuu and that Pegzy must have been
| drinking.

| She did drink more than was good |
| for ber now and then ; and at last the
Iunaiv_‘-r:ak-ﬁ'—r himself acocompanied by

&

the subject of ghosts, and besides, who
| had 2 thorough knowledge of Chok-
| er’s death and burial—went to the
house together aceompanied by a train
of admirers, who kept ata respectiul
distance, as they knocked at the door.
There was no answer to the first
knoek, but having knocked again,
clomp, clump, came a wooden lez
across the passage, and there in the
door stood old Choker.
Every one knew him.
| He wore his old dressing gown, he
{ had the biacx patch over his eye, his
wiz set a little on one side, as usual.
“*Walk in, walk in, lem=n." he
sald. *T believe, Mr. Undertaker, 1
{owe yous f-‘rni'.fi bill. Yo
| in gallin but never mind,
mind amount
and I'll
other day.’
The tw . l!."-.‘-'- hack.
| I have no bill, sir,” said the an-
dertaker ; *“‘but hearing a report that
| —that—""'
“That Pegey
suppose.’’

gent

-

never

- 03

* tha i1l'g
sl e st Lis Hili's

setlie 1t ;

r = ha
0 mer

has s¢

gan my ghost,

said Ghoger. *“*\Very

sir, draw your own conclusionz ; but
you deserve to be paid, You buried
me very respectably, indeed ; and

gave a correct verdiet, Mr.
It wasag Ah, well
't be In a harry.”

your jary
Coroner. plexy.

Bat his visitors had retreate
“

i

It's Choker," sald the umn --‘tn-::r
to the coroner; “'vet I buried him,
and he
“It's Choker,
held an inquest over him,”

wis a dead

¢ was dead when

aaid i
a2a1d the

| CoTOner.

hurried away, and the crowd

They
borried

at dayv, the grave

away, too,

was examined.

It was emipty ; even Choker's coflin
was gone.

After that every one believed th
story, but the clergyman and s seien-
tific gentiema

I former declarsad that it was
wicked to b in ghosts the lat-
ter, Lhat re¢ was no such (hing as
Fiodats

*“*Choker iz not in th puse st a
he sa! ‘and hisbody is the grave
but b 1§ 481 Ly il U 3 Leell 2D
worked upan that you fi
bim in the house, and j

=as i tihet ooy oo hnow tdset yve ik weveve Bl b BT grave. |

a man s dead and buried,

L1 12 T
vy 2N

t's an end of him."”
¥ . | - - [ .
DUt o to the hous anda see io
voursall,”” sald some one. ""TAllve g
I 3 -
LJ'_‘.‘E.i,{ i E I= ther
~ i saldt — Tel miar
i =~ e 4 i -
n the i Or gead -4 L 'f:
i . §
A body ¢ burat its il 3
ari=e fhiroudeh ¢ 1ri. 2 Wi a
Liie fOW1 i U= i __ r - | i ‘; rit
- § T
eXisl W A i 15 ilQ B
" ) 1
Mr. Ch r, I shoy I
saw him. My common sense tellst
TR - ¥ 2
CILAR & aiil L BOE 51N i |
IOW my seagse T I
e - -
man & = ' — L v
iIa n - - I v
A LES Ho il LUCiC A =~ a T
wion
- b '“ l— L J: mas _}‘ :; ’l -.5
b .
3 B #lac | i) sAawW Lolim, s Lel
"
-
Vi 14ALC s .
- » | — » - -
Ths AL p our: orign n i3 win-
dow a gl i garden prospered
, - -
ander his JOSLLY H by He Cficw
' - . |
the m Yy at & ATl E a2 Usual.
\ 5 rhoa = 1 wver RO
& s 1ned ] P
hat } ” b - p_—
sisab 4 ik - iiad i iU QL0 1
|y Dy e
Blnared,
Peoni - ard hic hinns i .
| & - Iplc avoided niis Douse ( IEULE
and bove rau scampering away when
they 84w bim plodding aong ioneiy

fanes | ;.‘

shook the

. rilioh* 1 ']
mooniignl, anc oid

ir heads, and said it was eg-

riou= ; but there was Choker, a factt
every cue but the sclentilic gentiemas
wiio, when be passed him muttered
to himself, *‘Optical illusion ;" and

whether he was a ghost, or

the power of deiying
death and the undertaker, no one felt

prepared to say.
Hea was known sometimes as

er's ghost,

*“Chok-
“Choxs-
donbted

and sometime
er that came to,"” but no ont
for a moment
Choker and the very Choker they had
geen dead, subjected to an

that somehow

h
,i‘S

a
years, and
used to it, when
ing a small
'J\"‘_ tor,

“Comse Lo me :

nole

Dearing thess w

Dan't oo dear ! a3 #
Al O B WAL, SJid L

r and he

wenl acs

He feund t door « hoker's
)..
=
uresige.

“Cort In,”” he said, gasping for
breat! I wasn’t sure vou'd come,

been

will you 7 I think it's serious, what-

The doctor did his best,
His private opinion  Was that Chok-
| er, whoever l:m might be, hsad not
long to live,
Whether he had ever been dead be- |
foe or not he wascertsinly gungtad._
now,
“It'sas I thought"
aner.-,-.: icto the
Enew

said Choker,
doctor's face. ']
¢ msalady was inearsbie,

But the end is st hand

case of any other man,
should say yes, " said the doctor

"hu:
. . - - ] i :
|4 €X3min:zC you oLoc wihen

YO were

the coroner—ihe two men nNervous on |

u are prompt

inconvenience |
b

| t);!.ti:i:t"

cartamly a dead man, and T cannot
judge for you. I don’t ask your confl-
dt‘lll.. , Mr. Choker, but the affair is a
puzzie tome, though of course I have
never taken you for a ghost,”

T think I'll eonfide in yoa doctor,
safd Choker ; only you must promiss
to keep my seeret while I live. The
night before you held theinguest on
n‘f‘ Choker, [ eame into Grabtown.
I bad been uan actor once, thena sol-
dier; lostaleg, and came howme to |
starve to death, or beg

*The door of this honse st
aud in it stood & man.
him.

“Sireald T, yt
feeling makes us wonderful
You've et a wooden leg, and,
hnow it isn't jast i
over the eonulry

It was old Chok
what he said was—

*+T don't understand nhout
poetry or Seripture, or what
but I do Enow sbout
Come in.'

“Iwentin, o
1nd a bed

nod open,
I went to

W oo

nd he gave me

in the garret. Wel

that we looked considera aiik
laushed at it. -l-:a'-’.. :.3.:'.;' 1

th 'J.'“:. a-\.l “ i gawoke
morning, I {ou:;u my host wa
and the houss full of neighhors.
*] falt that ss the death was
be best for me to keep cat o
sight. I wasassorry for it asa stran-
zer coald be but my being there mizht
be consldered very suspiciona. T kep!
hidden wup In the garret, in 58 gren
lumber eloget, and heard poor
er's atlalo®lked over, and learnt
hisbita.
“Some of
the garret, and an old wiz, and one of

the patches he bad worn over his eye

it might

hls giothies were 1

was "3“1'". too ; and there was an old
iressing glass in the cornar. I tried
on the wiz and the pa and zaw

how like old Choker they made mes

w0k, only 1 ¥ N - ro
Fhen I took some walnuist
the floor, and rubbed the juice ou my
fac It Increassd ¢ resen >
zp did whitening my r 1
Vi '.{':.x;. .:“’ ] _.r H
yoked at myself, and the g .
terwards ¢arried 1
bead. I would g 1 r i
[ could.

*1 stuadied his voicesnd m ments
well, and as [ told vou, had onc X
an actor, and se I should step Ioto a
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