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" The Wild Ditek Shooter.

BY JEAN INGELOW.

The charity of the rich is much to be
commended, but hov beauniful is the
charity of the poor!

Call to mind the coldest day you ev-
er experienced. Think of the bitter wind
and driving snow ; think how you sheok
and shivered--how the sharp, white par-
ticles were driving against your face—
how, within doors, the carpets were lifted
like billows along the floors, the wind
howled and moaned ip the chimneys,

mndm\s cracked, doors rattled and every
now and then heavy lumps of snow came
thundermg down with a dull weight from
| the roof.

Now Lear my story.

In one of the broad, open plains of
Lincolnshire, there is a long, reedy sheet
of water, a favorite resort of wild ducks
At the northern extremity stands two
mud cottages, old, aud out of repair.

Oune bitter, biter night, when the snow
lay three feet deep on the ground and a

| cutting east wind was driving it about,
| and whisteling in the dry frozen reeds
at the water’s edge, and swinging the

bare willow -trees till thewr branches
swept in the ice, an old woman sat spin-
|u1ug in one of these cottages before a
| moderately cheerful fire. Her kettle was
| singing on the coals; she had a reed can-

door a litle way and demandld what he
wanted: a

*Good woman,”’ youth begnn. 0 |
have had the misfortune to fall in the
water this bitter night, anrn I am so num-
bed I can herdly walk.”

The woman gave him a sudden, ear-
nest look, and then sigbed. -

“Come in,”” said she, “thou art so nigh
the size of my Jem, I'thought at first it
was him come home from sea.”

The youth stepped across the threshold,
trembling withy cold and wet; and no
wonder, for his clothes were completely
increased with wet and mud, end the wa-
ter dripped from them with every siep
he took on the sanded floor.

#Thou art in a sorry plight,” said the
woman, “and it be two miles to the nigh -
eet house, thy teeth chatter so pitifylly,
I can scarce bear to hear them.

She locked at him more attentivly, and
saw that he was a mere boy, not more
thao sixteen years of age. Her mother-
ly heart was touched for him. “Art
bungry ?” she asked. tarnng to the ta-
ble; thou art wet to the skin.—~What has
thou been doing ?”

“Shooting wild ducks,” said the boy

“Oh ! said the hostess, *‘thou art one
of the keeper's beys, then I reckon 7

He followed the direction of her eyes,
and saw (wo portions of bread set upon
the table, with a small piece of bacon on
each.

“My master is very late,” she ob-
served, for charity did not make her use

dle of home-made rushlight on her takile
| but the full moon shove v, and s

brighter light of the two.-—Tbg
| cottages were far from the road QESS y
ather habiiation ; the old woman W&S
therefore surprised, as she sat du&n&
out her thread, croening an old Berth.
country song, to her a suddea kuoock at

the door.

1=

elegant language, and by her master she
meant her husband ; “*but thou art wel-
e m to my bit and sup, for I was waiting
or him; may be it will put a liule

warmth in the to 2at and drink,” so say-

iag she ook up a mug of beer fy
bearth and pushed it toward him,
ler share of the supper.

It was loud and impatient, not Tike vhe
knock of their neighbors from the oth
cottages ; but the door was bolted, at

the old woman rose, looked out, and sa
a shivering figure, apparently that of

youth,

“Trampers,” said the old woman se
tentiously, *'tramping folks be not wanté
here.”

So saying she went back to the fi
without deigning to answer the door.

The youth, ppon this, tried the do
and called to her to beg admitiance.
She heard him rap the snow from
shoes against her lintel, and again knog

ed, as if he thought she was deaf, and
should surely gain admiuance if be co

oply make her hear.

The old woman, surprised at this
dacity, went to the casement, and w
all her pride of passion, opened it, a
inquired his buisiness,

“Good women,” the stranger begs
| “I only want a seat at your fire.

“Nay,” said the oid woman, giving ¢
fect to her words by her uncouth diale
““thou’ll get no shelier here, 1'vé nagy®
to give to beggars—a dirty, wet criner#if
she continued ‘wrathfully, slamming 100
the door. “I's a wonder whes#
found any water, too, seeing it fre
hard a-body can get none for the
saving what is broked up with a

On this the beggar wrned hastily awdy.

And at this point in his uarrative, the
person who told it to me stopped and said :

“Do you think the ‘old woman ¥
very much to blame #"’

“She might bave acted more k
I replied. “But why do you ask ?”

“Because,” he said, “I have heard ber
conduct so much reflected on by those
who would have thought pothing of it if
it bad not been for the consequence.”

*She might have turned him away less

roughly,” I observed.

“That is true,” he continued, “bat in
any case, I think, though we might give
them food or money, we should hardly
ovite beggars in to sit by the fire.”

“Certainly sot,” I replied, “and this
woman could not tell that the beggar was
bonest.™

“No,” said he.
with my parrative.”’

The stranger turned very hastily away
from the door, and waded through the
deep snow toward the other cottage.
The bitter wind helped 10 drive him to-
wards it. It no less poor than the first;
and when he had tried the door, found it
bplted, and knocked twice withou! attract-
ing ailention, his heart sank within him.
His hand was so numb with gold that he
made scarcely any ncis ; he tried again.

A rush candle was bggping within,
and 8 matronly looking woman sat be-
side the fire. She held an infant in her
arms, and had dropped asleep; but this
third knock roused her, and wrapping ber

“But I must go on

“Thank you ,” said the boy, by

seded (o Lt them up, she said :
“Ah! lad, lad, I doubt thy head has
buen under water; thy mother would

jheve been sorely frightened if she could

ve seen thee a while ago.”-

“Yes,” said the boy, and in imagina-
(ion the cotiage dame saw this said moth-
€r a care-worn, hard-working creaiure
Ifke hereself; while the youthful gust
sew in imagination a beautiful and court-
ly lady; and both saw the same love, the

Sume anxiety, the same terror at sight

@ lovely body struggling in the moon-
light through breaking ice, with no one
10 help him, catching 4t the frozen reeds,
and then creeping up shivering and be-
numed 1o a cottage door,_

But even as she stooped the woman
forgot her imagination, for she had 1a
ken a waistcoat ioto her hands, such as
had never passed beiween them before,
and & gold pencil-case dropped from the
pocket, and on the floor, among a heap
of'mud that covered the outer garments,
lay a white shirt sleeve, so white, indeed,
and fine, that she thought it could hard-
ly be worn by a squire.

She glanced from the clothes to the
owner. He had thrown down his cap.
and his fair curly hair and broad fore-
head convinced her that he was of a gen-
tle birth ; but while she hesiated 1o sip
down, he sat a chair for her, and said
with boyish frankness: “I say, what a
lonely place this is; if you had pot let
me in, the water would have all frozen
on we before I reached home. ¢ Catch
me a duck shooting again by myself !

«It’s very cold sport thas, sir,” said
the womanp.

The young gentleman assented most
redily, and asked if he might stir the fire.

s And welcom, sir,” said the woman.
She felt a curiosity to know who he was,
and he partly satisfied ber by remark-

apron around her child, she opened the

ing that he was naymg at Dedn Hnll a
house about five miles off, adding that in
the morning he bhad broken a hole in the
ice very near the decoy. but it had iced
over so fast, that in the dusk he had
missed it and fallenin; for it would not
bear hitih.—He had made some landmarks
and taken every precaution, but ‘he sup-
posed the sport had excited him so much
that, in the moonlight, he had passed
them by, '

He then told her of his attempt to get
shelter in the other cottage:

“Sir,” said the woman, “if yoa had
said you were a gentleman—""

The boy laughed: “I don't think I
knew it, my good woman,” he replied,
“my senses were so benumbed; for I
was some time sttoggling at the water’s
edge among the broken ice, und then I
believe I was nearly an hour creeping up
to your cottage door. I remember it all
rather indisunctly, but as soon as I felt
the fire and drank the warm beey, I was
a different creature.”

While they still talked the husband
came ip, apd while he was eating bis
supper, they agreed that he would walk
to Dean Hall, aud let its wmmates koow
of the gentlemidn’s safety; and when he
was gone they made up the fire with all
the coal that remained to that door house-
bold, and the woman crept up lo bed and
left her gust to lie down and rest before
it.

In the grey dawn the laborer returned
with a servaut leading a horse, and brin-
ging & fresh suit of clothes.

The yonng gent leman took his leave
with many lanks, slippiog three balf-
crowns into the woman,s hand; probably
all the money he had about him.—And 1

s mﬁm meutiomdgphbe kissed

b : : we story,

haj circum-

y | fit 10 be kissed by

“Missus,” said ” husb
stood in aoorm' coking
gust, “who dost think thAL be

“I don’t lnow,” answered the missus.

“Then I'll just tellthe. That be young

Lord W., so thou mayest be a proud wo-

- | man, thou sits apd talks with the lords,

and ask them to supper,ba,ha!” Sosay-
ing the master shouldered his spade and
went his way, leaving her clinking the
three half-crowns in ber band, and con-
sidering what she stould do with them.—
Her neighbor from the other cottage
presently siepped in, and when she heard
the table and sow the money, her heart
was ready to break with envy and jeal-

ousy.
“Oh, to think that good luck should

;| have come to her door, and she have

been so foolish as to turn it away,—Sev-
en shillings and six-pence for a morsel of
food and a night's shelter, it is nearly a
week’s wages !"

So there, as they both supposed, the
matter ended, and the next week the
frost was sharper than ever. Sheep
were frozen in the lenay field s, and poul-
iry on their perches, butsthe good women
had walked to the nearest town and
bought a blanket. It was a welcom ad-
dition to their bed covering. and it was
many a long year since they had been so
comfortable.

But it chanced one day at noon that,
looking out at her casement, she spied
three yobng gentlemen skating along the
ice towardcher cottage.—They sprang on

the bank, t their skates, and made
for her door? oung nobleman in-
formed her th ad had such a se-

vere cold he could not come to ses her
before.

“He spoke as pleasantly,” she ob-
served. in telling the story, “as if I bad
been a lady, and no Jess! And then he
brought @ parcel out of his pocket; ‘and
I've been over to B., he says, and bought
you a book for a keep-sake, and I bope
you will except it; and then all talked
as pleasantly as ¢ould be for a matser of
ten minutes, and went away. So I wai-
ted till my master came bome, and we
opened iLe parcle, and there was a fine
Bible inside, all over gold and red mo-
roco, and my pame was wrilten, inside;
and, bless him ! a ten pound note doubl-
ed down over the pames. ]'m sure whes
I thought he was a poor, forlorn crea-
wre, he was welecom. So my master
paid out part of the money in tools, and
we rented a garden, and he goes over on
market days to sell what we grow. So

| now thank God, we want for pothing.”

This is how she generally concludes
the little history. never failing to add
that the young lord kissed her baby.

«Bat,” said my friend, “I have not
told you what I thought the best pary of

| some exception to ﬂ:e ruling of the sourt
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the anecdote. Whu this poor Christian
woman was asked what bad induced her
to take in & perfeet stranger, and trus;
him with the best clothing her husband |
afforded, she answered simply: ‘Well, ]
saw bim shivering and sbrinking, so 1
thougnt, thoa shalt gome in for the sake
of Him that hed pot wherp w0 lay his
head.’ ;
. The old womah ia sha ether cotiage
may open her door every hight of her
fature life to some forlorn beggar, bal
it is all but certain that she will pever
open it to a nobleman in disguise !

Let us-do goed, not o receive more in

return, but as an evidence of gratitude [ W

for what has already been bestowed.
Ina fewer words, let it be “all for the
love and nothing for the reward-"

Good Health is paramount to wealth,
if the sysiem js in bad order purge it
out the vile humors and distempers with
Roback’s Blood Pills, and get the inter-
nal organs performing thewr regular
functipns and once in prder, keep them
so with Rosacx’s Stomaca Birreas,

Sar prising.,—Itisactually surprising:
how sgon our people have learned to
prize that invaluable article known as
Coe’s Dyspepsia Cufe. It certainly acts
like ms gic, for it will cure the very worst
case of dyspepsia and enable the palient,
who bas lived for years upon Graham
bread and the plamest food, to eat any-
thing he chosses ijthout fear of distress.
It is considered the most valuable medi-
cine known for all diseases of the swom-
ach and bowels.

Judg C—, a well known, highly res-
pectable Knickerbocker, on the shady
side of fifty, widower with five childern—
full of fun and frolic, gyer ready fora
joke, to give or take—was bantered the
other evening by a
ty, for not nkiag_n
denervad s
mmmonul mess-mate. The Judg ac-
knowledged the fact, admitted that he|

was convinced by the eloquence of his }*

fair friend that he had thus far beea re-

miss, expressed contrition for the fault, .' .

confessed, and ended with offering him-
self to the lady, telling her she could not
certainly rejeet him after poinuing out
his heinous offence. The lady replied
that she would be most happy 1o take the
situalion so uniquely adverused, and be-
come bone of his bone and flesh of his
flesh, but there was one=-to her-—-serioup
obstacle.

“Well,” said the Judge, “pame it. My
profession is in surmount such obstacles.”

““Ah! Judge, this is beyond your pow-
ers. 1 have vowed if I ever married a
widower, he must have tem childern.”

“Ten childern! 0O, that’s nothing,”
says the Judg. I'll give you five now,
and my notes on demand ip yearly install-
ments for the balance ”’

s

The object of the new secret order in
the South, the “Knights of Arabia,” is
supposed to be the conquest of Cuba, and
it is reported that expeditions will sail
from New York, New Otleans and Mo-
bile this month, comprising in all 20,000
men.

A Cuoliivator was espied by a party of
Nashvill negroes, when one said; A
man can just sit on dat ting, an’ ride
while he's plowing.”

“Golly,” said another, “de rascals was
too sharp to think o’ dat *fore de niggers
was sot free.”

The Editor’s Table of the Kincker-
bocker recently contaiued the following.
A young gentlemap, a member of our
college, was expeiled for the crime of
drawing young ladies up to his room by
means of a basket from his window. Of
course a great deal of gossiping conver-
sation was the cousequence. The follow-.
ing collogy occured bgrsveen two ladies:
“Jane do you believe that students
draw girls op to their rooms 3"
“Certainly my dear; mote than that I
kaow they do

“How 1"

“Well I was going to the college ome
morning—it was just before light—and [
heard a nois in the direction of the col-
lege building. 1 Jooked that way, and as
I see yop nowlsaw a girl ins basket
about half way from a third story win-
dow to the ground, gnd ;uq then the rope
broke, and down I came I

On a ceruain mon the counsel took

on some point, and & duyuu arose.

v Bssdelqr sus

ol widh's valarite lhh Wﬁ!ﬂ!‘?
m'."nhl:h - &lﬂnr‘
volume. =) 3 L i
"r-hminmrd-unm%
exclaimed the court angrily,: "lhmh_
cided the p'int.” :
'!upurh-' pl-d lh:dm'
ney. srat Dum
-ncﬁ.lh\m u bewt. sayibiag
on the subjeet,’ yell m;‘lnnm
agsin that | baye .
1 know that,’ was the wejeinder,. I
am satisfied of that; Mﬂlllm
ofhhokmu 1 am certain be
wniyonrhmot and I only wankto show
bat a blasted old fool Blacksiane: yes.'
‘Ab* indeed " excldimed they Somtt,
smiliog all over, ‘ow youbegin i k. '

-

Sam—, a colored mau, nadml
where in Berkshire County, lﬁ"-
good luck received a ﬁlh oLl’t
world, and soon geq
property.—When he bad :
life, a friend asxed him one dq
did not marry, as a man in hh
stances was abundantly able to
wife, *‘Oh ! I conpidder-myself 100,good
o marry pnluot-hlnﬁ. od&m
with a2 feint to turn up
‘Marry a 'lula m. Ibau. ' ued
bis friend ; ‘the laws of Massacho lﬂ
allow it, I think. “Pll bo Banged
would have a white w
mean enough to marry a
Sam with a huge ya_fn

For the current year, 1866, ﬂqﬂe-
gate gold snd silwer product of Uni-
ted Siates is estimated from $82,000,,
000 to $106,000,000. * 'THs déails of the
largest estimates are, that Cylifornm will
produce $25,000,000, Montana 818,000, -
000, Nevads, $16,000.000, Idahe, 917 -
000.000, Oregon, $8,000,008; Celorado,
$17,000,000, and various orlier orpbes
$5,000,000; total, $106,000,000:>

=)

fered :HC icuimmn fnn uﬂylﬁu
and excessive rains, bul crops are lafges
thap the largest ever previously -chson-
icled in the country, Jo'shé produtiion
of wheat, next to corn, one of the mosi
imporiant cereals, our agricultore’ popu-
lation has been unfortunate for ihe pres-
ent year, nuw nearly completed..The
yield will not vary much from 143,000
000 bushels, showing & small percentage
of decreas, which is fully compensated
by the comparatively superior qbality of
the grain. Thare is 1,000,000 tanlels
more than the crop of 1859, end-ig with-
in 5,000,000 of & product ip propostion
to the increased populdtion. Thé diming-
ation in the South is more’ uppafbnt.
The estimates point to less (han 39,800,.
000 bushels in the eleven States Hereto:
fore unrepresented; a fraction leds than
five-tenths of the crops of 1858 It id
werthy of remark, in connection with the
diminuation of the past three seasons,
that the wheat crop of i bas beeg
likewise deficient sibée’

The Califorsia’ whest ‘erop] ef Twhich
little note Ka# been public'wade in -eon-
neciion with'the present crop, ¢ emces,
sive. In 1860, thé product of hisyoung
Siate ‘was' dearly 6,000,000 sbdshels.
Now it is claymed by Teading Oalilernra
agriculturists that the serpius for- esport

_wnll pearly dopble that Quantity.

It is evident that the entire vbul,gra.
will execeed, by several nllhd‘mhl.hq of
1859, when the yield vas reputed Y
173,101 924 bushels.  Thevteowahs then

five and a half bushéls to each in_habinm.

There is uo ground then for o
sions of scarcity, and little excise in the
amount of the crop for siampation prices.
. The yield of ags is exiraordisaryand
e quastuy excellont. The iudismsions
poiti o 4o jpepame ffoa AVL,492,073
bushels io. 1866, 10271912685 in. 1866,
It is the only erop in.therSoath ihmimpin-
tains uequhty tnb 1@ 188t copsyg ex-
hlbll- ' Uabta W g eey
Hay is le-mqunmyth-m ibe pre-
vious year, by from one te twpm tenih, byt
it is better i quality, . . 3%
An avslysis of-tbe Mm retgrpss
up to October 1, does not wazrant ¢ #ér

?c“

e

' duction’ of the former cotiom euimate

mach below 1,760,000 hhl,tb.#‘it is
murljhr*ﬁ.-lm

The Wes Vi bhkﬂh.-&w.
radical guin. | Mﬁmh,rob.
tbly mww Thres

“If the court pleas,” said the counsel,
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