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Tribune’s English Section

American llliteracy.

FROM THE NEW YORK TIMES..

Some curions figures about|illitérdte persons over 10 years
illiteracy in the army have been |of fgw could not read gr Write
compiled by the Surgeon Gens | Engligh, Of the 1,552,756 draft
cral's Office. It appears {rom|ed men examined by the Wa
the records of the War Depate- | Department, 386,130 were cither
ment that almost 25 per cent, of | wholly illiterate or could not
the draft army could not read orppass the simple tests, These
understand a newspaper or write | men- came - from all parts of the
a letter, In these davs nothing [country. Ode  cyrions  fact

an he done without the aid of hmuglu out is that most of the

]huhninm The Section of{{oreign-born who can't read ani
Psvehology found that two|write FEnglish can't read and
sorts of pn;.t'hn]o;;irnl examing |write their own language, wlere-
tion were necessary, one forjas the eduvcated foreign-born
those who could not read and|esually read English as well as
write English, another for those |their own language. Anotherumn-
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who could, Thén that master-|expected fact 1s that in some

ful scierice had “to evolve pro-|State illiteracy is more conimon :
cedures for separating theselamong the whites than among B
groups.” It is not given to lay-{the negroes\ South Carolina

men to understand the mysteries|seems to bear the palm of il

of psychology, It seems that{literacy. In spite of its great

there was an Esamination “"Alloreign population, New York

pha,” which you had to read|makes a comparatively good re-
English to pasg, and an Exami-|cord. .

nation “Beta,” devised especial-| While not too much structure i
ly “for foreign and ilhiterate|of theory can be built on stat- i
groups.” The line between Al-|istice arising from standards and

pha and Beta, hetween the sheep |classifications  not  sufficiently

ind the goats, was “ability to|p ‘I'-.iti e and  elear, 1t seems

‘rtead and understand newspa-|probable, as wps indicated in .
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[n some - cases, howevef, ahlacy an the United States is gi-
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The country has many great and
instant problems to Scttle. The
construction or reconstruction of
a sound American citizenship is
not the least of them. Millions
of citizens who cannot read a
newspaper who know nothing ol
our Constitution and laws, of
the past and present of the
United States, except what they
are told, perbaps by demagogues
interested to mislead and  de-
ceive them—how can they take
a useful, how can they be pre-
vented from taking often a
maleficent, part in government?

added, ang in stane camps only
an educational l{hillﬂLall"!‘I! wos
used.  Thus the standards and
the basis of comparison were
not whoily uniform,

Those of the ‘censys of 1910
were scargely more exact. A
literate was a person who coulld
write his own name. His ability
to speak English depended up-
on s own opinion. * As a test
of that ability nothing could he
more inexact or humorgus. But
we have to take the figures as
they are. In 1910, 3,500,000 of
L0000 Tmmitrants and native
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