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By Julius Moritzen in The New
York American, &

The Yourth year of the world
war finds Denmark confronted
with problems the seriousness
of which has called forth a
most thorough self-analysis  as
to the effect of the American
embargo on the mation’s future
economic life, The present situa~
tion i8 grave enough, but, like
good householders, Danish busi-
intercsts
look forward to the morrow.

The bill introdoced in  the
"Folketing” by Mr. Ove Rode,
the Minister of the Interior, is
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The bill In question reflects
more clearly than anything else
the difficult problems Denmark
| will have to meet. It also shows
in how peculiar a position the
rﬂ.=:n:n’ has been placed among
the European nations, and to
what an extent a state of war
can interfere with the maost
interests of a neutral.

It is, of eourse, Denmark's
Iture that is most serious-
Iy 1fft{'tc1 by the present Amer-
ican embaren, That the United
States should prosecute the war
with every agency at its com-
mand 18 the most natural thing
in the world, There is rea-
aon to doubt that neutral na
tions understand fully the nece
sity f the natur
resources here in order that d
mand shall not be hampered b
insuificient supplies. L'u mark,
bowever, Helieves that its pre-
carious position 15 not fully un-
lerstood in this country, In a
recent article, “Finanstidente’—
The Financial Times—of C open-
hagen, tonched vpon this vital
natter as  follows: *Deéenmark
hias industrial agricuiture.
Her entire industrial hife is bas.
ed upon the import of raw ma-
terials and the export of manu-
factures. The raw materials
are fodderstuffs and manure:
the exports are butler, bacon.
meat and eggs.”
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The Danish press, unquestion-
ably among the freest in  the
worid, since the declaration of
the American embargn has taken
the po‘n*rn that time will prove
the justice of Dentmark receiv-
ing nccmar}' imporiations for
the agricuitural upkeep of the
country. Hut while the future
so much concerned, certain
mmediate needs must be miet in
order to save the nation from
sgricnltural deterioration. And
since the interests America
and Great Britain are as
in the eonduct of the war,
m the years o foll:
further from The Financial
Times, “the British statistics
will show what an important
part Denmark has '}'Hf"";"lh-
q] m supply proy
England "
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It & very evident that what-
sver Denmark does toward sup;
plving England with foodstufis
reduces the amounts to  be
irawn from the United States.
[he Danish people do not pres-
ent this as a plea for obtaining
raw materials, but the logic is
0 apparent that it 18 bound to
find a place in any statement
{ siming to clear up lLittle under-
siood facts, Denmark’s prin-
tipal customer always bas been
England.

“What we wa
to England,”
Times, “is

nt to make clear
says the Fmancial
that Danish agri-
sulturé 18 an  asset of which
England will bitterly feel the
peed i it be reduced. In Den-
mark the English plans for start-
ing a home agriculture are fol-
lowed with great interest. We
welcome it, hoping and antici-
pating a mutually - beneficial co-
pperation. Dut we know from
pur own experience here in this
| conntry that 2 modern agri-
culture is not created in ten or
twenty years' time, and from
we know that the ten
years which follow a world war
will make the very greatest de-
mands on the productive powers
of the existing agriculture.
“Therefore we are comvinced
that England will be mistaken
in her calculations if she permits
the ruin of Danish mre.

1d, wiirde mct Even if Denwark might

%ct wnd von wiabjedbaren | been of some i
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ny has sul-
also can for

the present s¢ with Dens

mark, as her allies do everys
thing to help her,

“But after tbhe war? When
England shall regain her su-
preme world-power and concen-
trate all her stréngth on the in-
ternational competition; when
the tonnage is insufficient and
oversea countries are weakened
by the war; can England then
organize a home agriculture
which can replace the Danish
and the Dutch? Where will she
get capital, labor and experi
ence? We believe that Enp
land by that time will realize
that she has made a mistake
but then it will be too late
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THE BLIND
LEADING THE BLIND.

Our Big Corporations and theil
Leaders have Failed to Adjust
Themselves to the Signs
of the Times,

The “Wall Street
dissatisfied with the tax
it paseed the Senate, I all
Streetlournal® = finds that toc
!‘J'.uth of the burden et' taxation
was laid upon the ricl
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It i5 deplored in some quar
ter the econsumption tax
on coifee, tea, cocoa and sugat
was reiecied by the Senate
Many persong in Wall Street
profess to see politic
n ?‘1ic action. It is estimated
that 60 per cent. ol

of
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classes in lhf: form

that

il motives

increment wealth
country

of WAaUTs

What are the i\' is of the
case? Dr, King, of the Univers- |
ity of Wisconsin, who
the most thoroughgoing
gation on the subject, i
05 per cent. of the wealth of the
country 14 1n the hands of 2 per
cent. of the peaple. The other
U8 per cent. of the people must
be content with the po 101
of 35 per cents of its wealth,
That was the
the war., Who has |} tting
rich during the war? I'or an ans-
wer look at the  growing dis
satisfaction of labor, the terrific
increase in the cost of all the
articles of the common man's
consumiption; contrast these
things with an estimated in-
crease $4,000,000,00 in the
profits of corporations in 1917,
compared with the last peace
vear. The Senate is taking 31)%
per cent, of those excess war
profits, and is levving on the in-|
comes of the rich rates less than
one-hali of the that are in|
force i Great Britain.

Much the leadership
wow prevails in the corporation
world is blind, Instead of com-
plaining about the taxes levied
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in the Senate bill,
ought to be apologizing for the
bill and seeking to have it
changed, so that they might ren-
der to the government a decent
share of the profits which the|
war has brought them,

The corporations wotld be in
a differnt position to-day—and
in the fature—if Mr. Gray, Mr,
Schwab and the other leaders
had frankly recognized the obli
gation which lies upon them a3
heads of our industrial world,
Inmmediately after our entrance
itito this war they should bave
issued a statement setting forth
that their corporations had

der the protection of the povern-
ment, that they recognized the
obligations that were a corollary
of these privileges and that, “es
pecially the matter of war
finance, they wanted to offer
their war profits upon the altar
of the country. Such an an-
nouncement would have set the
corporations right im the eyes
of the government and the|
people. Tt would have resulted
in a different sort of tax bill
than the Senate has framed—it
would have resulted in 2 budget
raising over $6,000,000000 in-
stead of less than $4,000000,000.
The corporations simply can-
not afford to grow rich from
this war while the people are
growing poor by the sacrifice of
the lives that are dearest to
them. All this corporation talk,
all this opposition to a conscrip-
tion of war profits has con-
cerned itseli—remember that!—

n

only with a scheme for taxing

the extra wealth which the war

is bringing to corporations. No
ou i to touch their
normal profits.
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Werter Delegat! ,
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