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by the declaration of London of it heen attempted to fix the respongs
109, in which the broad term is em-|Lility of this war by a great many
played that all citieens embodied in amotgst us,
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even after the first conflicts Germany
again rehewed the tender and it was
agnin refused. In the light of Gers
many’s conduct with respeet to Lux-
emburg, where she also crossed with-
out striet pight, but where her offer
was dccepted, Germany i8 b lease
entitled to have it said that an ad-
justment of the injiry done has been
reached, and that the larger part of
thglsum awarided lias even now been
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ownership of large enterprises. But|as they are now being formulated. We
who glory in an independent jthe further doubt has been suggested,
and 15 now urged, that we might
give offense to ane of the belliger-
ents if we bought such ships. [ can-
not follow that argument. If we have
a right to scll ammunition to Eng-
land, we must have a right to buy
ships from Germany, [ am told,
and read in the press, that it has been
officially said that no objection is
made to the purchase by us of Ger-
man ships, provided those ships are
uged in Soulh American Commerce.
That argument I cannot follow, We
cither have a right to buy those
ships, or we have not; and it must not
he left to any foreien country to say
how we shall employ these ships, or
where we shall carry our commerce,
The uncertainty of the objection 1o
such a purchase is well illustrated by
the virying grounds that have been
assigned. Onginally it was said that
Great Britain might take exception
to the fact that a purchase of German
ships by us would result in a material
monetary Yupport to her enemy. Now
we are told that these interned ships
might be converted into armed men-
of-war. Probably these objections
are readily disposed af, In the first
instance, the validity of a purchase for
cash from Germany must depend en-
tirely upon the character of the sub-
ject purchased. So far as the ships—
the subject of the purchase—are con-
cerned, they are pot armed at the
present time, bui are merchantmen
pure and simple; and, further, they
are 'merchantmen wpon whom we
have, in the absence of a merchant
marine of our own, depended in a
very large measure as our carriers, in
the pursuit of our legitimate business
with foreign countries.

The only argument thereiore,
which, in my opimon, is deserving of
serious attention, is the one that tgue
ships in their present condition arc
subject ta capture by the allies; and
of this question the utmost that can
be gaid it that it is undetermined. Ac-
cepting it as such, it s for us to de-
cide whether it i8 our purpose to
permit every doubtful question in
whose answer we are interested, to
be seitled for us by another pawer, in
accordance with the dictates of her
immediate necessitics. Or whether we
will for ourselves enquire into the
rule of reason of the particular case,
and, having reached our own conclu-
gion, will stand for our decision, What
18 the reason of the case? To repeat,
these . merchantmen ‘constitote in
arge part our reliance for carrying
our trade between friendly ports.
{Hw are not, now prepared for war,
I'iey nre in mo sense to be ed to
men-af-war built in neutral ports, and
there transferred to Ih?ﬂ]lmnl 10
he employed upon the high seae. The
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have an illustration, There 45 a ship
which has been purchased by a citizen
of the U, S. and our Government
has decided that his purchase is
proper and ~opular. That ship has a
cargo  conicssecly not within any
interpretation of thye contrabrand list.
In other words, by e¢very rule of in-
ternational. law, and by the dedision
which our Government has deliber-
ately made, as 1 understand it, this
ship bas a right to carry that cargo
to a neutral port. We are told that
this ship will be seized because the
sale 18 questioned. What are we
going to da about it? Two extreme
measures are possible.  Perhaps &
man-of-war might go with that =hip,
with the announcement that whoever
seized one would have to sink the
other, Or we might wait to have
something turn up, and content our-
selves with nsuring the cargo for
the time being. One course is as
sure to invite trouble as the other.

In my judgment thére is a middle
course. There might be a Secretary
of State who would declare in un-
equivocal language that we had  de-
termined that this ship has a nght
to go, and that she will go. In such
an event we would not need 3 man-

are conceded, and the question of the
ship's bona fide sale has been decideid
by us, We are not interested in dis-
puted questions to be brought into
moot courts. The delay of diplomatic
correapondence is well caleylated to
surve the same purpose as seizing the
ship itself, Protracted discussions

ing this war, If we yield, the result
wpuld be a solemn declaration of the
right of our manufacturers to sell am-
mynition to the allies, and. ac-
quiesce in the refusal to have us de-
liver cotton to Germany and Austria
for fear that we might give offensze
to her enemies. In the last analysis
we might be asked to admit that it
is equally unneutral to refuse to sell
ammunition to Great Britain, and to

Austria.

In any evrnt. ig it neutral for us,
without protest or enguiry, to receiye
and accept Great Britain’s note in
which she announces that she may
not continue the observance of the
rule with respect to free cargoes, be-
cause her enemies are guilty of bar-
barous conduct in making warfare?
Are we prepared to institute compari-
sons in the methods of warfare, and
to accept this charge as against one
belligere h and upon that to surren-
der our rights with respect to the
other?

Another international question is
that is, with respect to
the right of belligerents on neytral
ships, It be sald that we are not
::bl_tll‘lﬁ_l concerned, because we

Ve no l{ripl to speak of to be

monopoly has existed for a long per-
Liud. gt {n e

were not even subject to call or ser-
vice, because' they were far heyond
the years when army serviee could
be contemplated

1 submit thag there has heen no
moadification of/ mternational law in
this respect; andif thiere is a principle
at stake to which we. us one of the
nations, have contriboted at our cost,
then that principle should not be
changed without protest from us. If
we act othérwise, - the law will, in
every instance, he made without us
while we are waiting. We will be
told thaf these questions should be
submitted to tribunals for definite set-
tlement. Ordiparily, I favor that
course; but nat when the delay 18
had under cirenmstances that must
wark obvious and irreparable injury
to us. Submission and awards of that
kind are consolations for the weak.
Present insistence npon right and jns-
tice in reason is a part of the strong,
It should he remembered that inter-
national Iaw is now in the making,
and that not unlike all other law,
it is the growth of conduct, If we
stand helplessly by, the leveling pro-
cess will be downward.

There are other questions, in my
judgment, more difficult still gnd per-
haps more far-reaching in their con-
sequences, with reference to which
there is gréat danger, that we may
take partisan views and be guilty of
hasty expression, For my part, 1 say
again that 1 should regard it as a
calamity if the difficulties and con-
troversies on the other side should
find reflection, by friction, on this
side. DBut the way to avoid i, i5 to
i‘p“;k promptly, deliberately and fear-
CEslY.

True, our institutions dare of English
origin. 1t is not stretching a point
to say that i the last analysis they
are of German origin, It s‘luuld be
remembered that the English are not
ath unmixed stock, that the great mass
of her people is Saxon, and that it
was essentially this branch that con-
stituted the early settlers upon our
shores, and gave direction to our in-
stitutions, We are not so far apart,
hetween the United States, and Eng-
land and Germany and Austria. Even
other couptrics might easily be in-
cluded. but the pressure is upon thig
particular point now.

When Englaod had her war with
the Boers, | expressed the opinion
that .the Boers could never win, be-
cange the Enq_lish language would de-
feat them, They could not be un-
derstood in time to make a success-
ful war. Even in Tcut wars public
opinion is a powerful factar.

Today the English language is still
the most powerful monopoly in the
civilized world. A beneficent mon-
opoly, no doulit; but in ease of emer-
gency, capable of great abuse. That

been used to frame m‘dJL Take the

of people, and lost some of our men.
What wus our gricvance? Because|
somebody whom we would not rccng-|
nizd would not speak to us. That
was the substapee of it. We never
declared war. but we made war.
we 1 a position to' pass uppon the
formalities of intercourse befween na- |

tions? [ spegk of it because if we as!|when such landing should be made,

a people propose 1o condemn the
ubuses of war, we should reflect upon
what we ourselves have done through
our Government.

What did we do about Spein? One
mornig the country was aroused
by the information that the Maine|
bad Been blown up. When did wel
ask- or make an investigation?
Some years after the war, We
came to the conclusion that
some  Spanish  officer,  without
any reason to  beliove that the
Spanish Government knew of 1t, must
have been instrumental in the blowing
up of the Maine, And President
MeKinley himself could not stop the
wopular demand for war upon Spain.
Ve made that war. We took territory
in consequence, and we investigated
afterwards,

By way of comparison, we should
remember that Aunstrie-Hungary, in
making her demands, even to the
last offered to guarantee to Servia,
and to the great powers, that the
integrity of the Government and ter-
ritory of Servia should in all res
spects be maintained,

Furthermore, as late as 1909 the
great powers had solemnly demanded
of Servia that her conduct towards
Austria must be mended; that she had
given constant occasion for unrest,
aird that the patience of Austria had
been tried to the extreme. Is it to
be wondered at that in view of the
past éxperience and the immediate
tragedy, and the unsatisfactory re-
sponse from Servia, Austria found
it impossible to, further contral pop-
ular impatience, and felt compelled to
resort to aggressive measures?  And
if she did, are we in a position to
puss juidgment on her conduct?

“In this connection, is there not
reason to belieye that Russia exer-
cised practical control over Servia
throughout; that some of her people
were, as Austria charged, instrumental
in furthering the friction on the hop-
der line? Is it not of pecullar inter-
est now to recall that Grey said
throughout the eflorts to preserve
peace that he was nat interested in the
Austria-Servia controversy; but if
Russia entered he would hecome in-
terested? And is there no tcason
fiow in the enquiry which has been
made in the English Labor Orgun
of late why it was that Grey, appar-
ently solicitous for peace, exerted his
influence at every pomt except the one
where it mig ave been cffective,
aamely, with Russia?
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Are | swer was that Belgiom was not strong

tabee fie auf feiner lehlen Erpedition
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 of Beigium. I know|

it when Epglind thought that
such a course was necessary. When
the Belgian representative insisted
that English troops could be linded
only upon Belgium's request, the an-

enough to defend herself, and that
Great Britain hersell would decide

(To be continued.)
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