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statements Into tha form of a personnl but not
boecause | wish 1o be tempernte wnd mannerly and
myself reallse that I am In a sense spenking face ‘I‘?
1 regurd as & good and gifted man, a man who Is

net come into your library and storm ab you
¥ because leaguwes of lnnd and sen separnte us and because |
o to you. It is for these ressong of propriety amd not becsuse
io" connect a litile name wiih s notable ona that thus personally

you. | owe you too much gratitude for many an hour of relaxa
wish In these troubled, feverish times to be either rude or patroulzing.

the wings of your high fame your words will travel far, and they
conviseo many. 1 have no fame, hut | have somo facts, The oppor
tunities [ have had for gathering them may be estimated

BENNETT from this brief chronology: «
QITES HIS On Aug. 12 | arrived In  Brussels from London,
BVIDENCE. where | Lad jyst talen up my work as Lopdon corre

gpondent for The Chicago Tribune. During the next
five or elx days I made brief trips to the east and sonth of Brussels— as
fur east as Landen and as f(ar south ax Namar. On these journeyms, by
traly nod on foot, | heard no reports that 1 was able 1o ecoafirm of wanton
[ perpeimmted by CGerman troops agaiust the Belglan civil popuia-
tion which had observed the laws of war, but T did hear of some lnstancis
of dmstle punishment meted out to frenctiveurs.

Op Aug. 20 1 was in Brussels and watehad for three dave and a half
the passing of thousands of German troops through the clly. 1 was in
1Ay of Drussela for many hours of thpt strained and exciting time
and I nelther heard of nor saw an act of outrmge or of pillage. I did not
pee even an act of rudeness on the part of elther population or the Invad-
Ing soldlery, What | dd sew was friendly visiting between groups of
civillang and soldiers at 7 o'cloek in the evening. ‘That was four hours
after the entry began. ‘

o0—

On the following Balurday, Aug. 23, I started on a (rip that took me
in the wake of Gorman colnmns us far south ss Beaumont. On Sonday |
was far In the rear of the troops and In towns which
the Germans had oot yet garrisoned. At Nivilles the ALL QUIRET
party of which I was a member visited for two hours IN WAKE OF
with the townspeople and some peasnnts who had come  GERMANS.
in from the countryside. No oulruges were reported.

Half the next doy we went on foot through half s dozen Belgian villages
and learned of no atroclties. f

The rest of the day our party marched alongside b Gorman baggnge
teain and saw Belglan women, apparently unterriffed, give cupsg of water
o German soldlers. It is only falr to suppose, however, that they had
been ordered to do that. In confectioners’ shops we saw German soldiers
vivilly asking for chocolate and scrupulously payiog in marks and pfennigs
the price demanded.

On Tuesday we were compelled to rest all day at an inn in the Belgian
town of Binche because our feet were badly blistered from uwnaccustomed
marching. We moved freely among the population, making small pur
chases of equipment and larger ones of horee, dogear!, and bleyeles, A
fiarman baggage train or two possed through the town, but no German
soldier hindered our movements. In fact, we appeared to be ldentified by
the Germans with the Belgian population and they let us alone.

‘ The next day we rode and marched by -ourselves through many Bel-
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towns. We heard stories of unprovoked atrocities when

ginn_villages and
¢ wg vislied with the Inhabitants, but always the scene

"EﬂlOCI’ﬁEB“ was - "in the neat village, messieurs.” Arriving in the
VANISH ON  pext village we roceived the same assurance, and so
INQUIRY. on il that day. Finally a Belgian burgomaster told

us that he had been Investigating the reports for two
days and had come to belleve that they were frantic Inventions, Of the
croel signs of war we saw much and of the summary eéxecaution of frane-
trours we heard something, and we heard it from Belgians. That evening
we caught up with a German column at Beaumont and were placed under
survelllance by German officers, .

The next day surveillance became arvest, and on that day (Thursday)
and on Friday and Saturdsy we had, of course, no opportunities to learn
from Belglans liow they had been treated or mistreated. But we did have
ample opportunily to observe how the German soldiers behaved themuoelves,
We found thelr condoct admirmble. Even to five men whom thoy had
githered In as suspected spies they were considernte. Thoy did not bully
us and they shared with us their food and drink.

On Friday night they put us on' a traln with gcores of French prisoners
of war bound for Cologne, depositing us at Aachen and seeming right glad
to be rid of ue, L .

0 :
In Aschen we weres under survelllange for three or four days by the

eivil poll + and Men ceased (0 be objects of éliher suspicion or interest.

The town being convenient to the Holland border, where

we could mail our letters to America, we made 1t our SEES RESULT

headguarters for nearly two months. During that period OF GERMAN

[ made two trips to seenes of German millitary ofera- DISCIPLINE.

tHiong In France, each time under escort of a German

officer, On those trips 1 had scores of opportunities to observe the iron

liseipline of the German troops, their sobriety, their darupulousness in

paylng for meals st French [nns, and their good undersianding with the

clvil population In France, and it {8 of (hese matters that Iiwould make

gome statement in detall

AS TO “MURDER POLICY."

In the opening paragraph of your contribution to the Chronfele you
say that “a time has now come when in cold blood, with every possible
restealnt, one 1s justified in saying that since the most 'barbarous cam-
paign of Alva in the lowlands, or the excesses of the thirty years' war,
there hae been no such deliberate policy of murder as has been adopted
in this struggle by the German forces. This 18 the more terrible aince
(hese forces are not like these of Alva, Parma, or Tilly, bands of turbu-
lant and mercenary soldiers, but they are the nation itself, and their deeds
are condoned or eveneapplauded by the entire national press.

Haltlngly, owing 1o .4 menger kngwledge of the Gorman language, but
pretty falthfully for more than three months, 1 have followed the reputable
Cologne and Aachen papers on the war, and 1 have neither read nor heard
road aoy such condonement or appliuse. Naturally, what they do not
‘econceds they do not have to condone, and the German press does not con:
ceds that German troops have outraged the laws of clvilized warfare.

: e

You -say in your next paragraph that "war may have a beautiful as

well as & terrible alde and be full of touches of human sympathy and

restraint which mitigate Its unavoldable horrors,” and

CITES CASE  you cite Instances of 'this from the moediseval war

OF GERMAN between England and France and from the campaigns
BYMPATHY  in the peuninsuls in proof of that assertion.

And then you ask: ’
“Could one imagine Germans making war in such a spirit as this?"
1 ecan net only imagine it but 1 have seen it
© 1 thought it a beautiful thing to see my friend Capt Franz von Kempis
of the Kipigin Augusta Garde grenadier regiment No. 4, sianding uncovered
on n chill October oon before the grave of the French officer who
{odsy Is known throughout the Oerman armles in ndrthern France as the
Vhrave Alyares.” That soldler was commander of the Fort des Ayvelles,
near Charlesville, snd when the garrison refused to make the stand against
the Germans which he feit its honor demanded he killed himself. The
‘yictors burded him with military honors in & lovely evargreen grove behind
_the fort, and over his grave they erected s beautiful cross fashioned with
patlent ekill from jwood. And that cross bears this Inscription In Ger
sn text:

the brave commandant. He was not ablo

| m the fortreéss Intrustod to him. e
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[ Some day tn bappler tmes | hope to show gou the photogmph of Usle
shrine piges under the evergreons. In Inte October the Oerman wateh
maelster in charge of the litle force guarding Ayvelles wan kooplng the
grave groen with fresh boughs. ~
R W—

It neemed v me & beaullful thing to see French soldiers kinsing the
hunds of German doctors who winlstered to them fn the Mosplial at Laon,
aud [ have soen few finer, swowier deads In my life
Uian the action of & German doctor who placed an  MINISTERED
arm wnder the back of a suffering and distrasght TO ENEMY'S
Frenchman, and drawing him to his breast said: “I WOUNDED
give you my word that you are ol golng to die, but
you must help me to make you well by keeping yourself enlm ™

Two big tears molled down the Fronchman's cheoks, and there wasn n
look of Infinite gratitude in his eyes when the doctor genily luwered him
o the pillow.

I thought it beautiful snd toudhing to see two big German  woldlers
sitting In the front room of a house in the town of Bethenvile, not many
[sagues from Relms, while a Nttle Froneh jgirl, pechaps 12 yearn old, guve
them « lesson In French. It was they who ® iwied the cLi 3, and she
the adult, so awkward and slmple and attentive were they, and so moniios
like and strict with them was ahe,

The French children who were begging pfonnigs with pathetie, protty
histronlsm from the princes, generuls, majors, captalng and private soldlers
who came and went theough the railway squure in the French town whers
great bheadquarterw of the German armles are located seemed o me to
alford decisive anough proof that these Uttle ones were not much afrald of
Mr, Kipling’s “Huns.” 1 notlced with pleasyre that almost vl They
meet with refusal, g

¢

And again, 1 could not convinee myrelf that much perscis)
existing hotween German Invaders and Belgian nom-combotants

raneor was
when a

German offficer, whose siutomoblie was already wall
COURTESY filled, stopped the car on a couniry road o ask a Bel
SHOWN A ginn doctor whether he could not give hlin a ML to his
BHLGIAN, destinmtion.

And In desolated Dinant I both wondered
Balgian mistress of the lon =et the dinnor table when o party of shivering
officers and correspondents arrived unexpectedly one ehbill night In Seplem-
ber,
dostons, but sle ook s activity iu good part and there wias much laughter
and chaffing beitween them. He hed made his quarters at the un for many
days, and every Belgian about the place seomed fond of him. A maonth
later I was there again for ‘a night, and the first thing T did was to ask
for the over leutenant. “O. he I8 deparied—ibe |8 gone these many doys,”
cried all the women folk in chorus, and seemed genulnely sorry.

o

It wans at Dinant, too, thet | twice studied the mothod by which the
German army Is daily providing 800 destitute Gumllles of the town with
bread, meat, and coffee, charging them alsolutely noth.
ing, while familles which can pay obtaln food at cost SAW 00
Meat I delivered to the local butchers, and German LEETITUTH
sergeants stand by In the shops to seo that the people FED FREILE,
are not overcharged., In Bruesels 1 had heand an assist-
ant to the Pelgian burgomasater ssk the German commandant of the clty,
Maj Beyer, for 10,000 sacke (that is 2220000 pounds) of flonr for the poor.
I heard the officinl stamp come crasling down on the typewritbon request
which the officiel also submitted, and 1 saw the paper roturned (o the Bel
glan functionnry with n smile of scquiesconce.

To go back to Dinant, T saw Mttle human tokens, likethe wonis chalked |
in German on the door of n poor Belgian house, “Hera lives o grandmother, |
88 years old: keep out.,” and on the deor of another Belglun house the
words, also in German, “Here Is a2 new baby; be gulet™

Within stone’s throw of the first of the forts which the Germans took
in the fighting around Liege | saw In October the grave of o Delglan solidler
It wan strewn with green boughs and mbove it was g wooden cross on
which had been lettered in black pnint, “Here les a Delglan soldier™ The|
humble but, as the times go, suficlent memorial was the work of u-:mmni
soldlers now puaniing the ruips of a fort around which was some of the
hardest fighting of the war.

DOYLE CITES NO NAMES,

Such things, sir, | have geen.

In your article in the Chroniecle you cite many instances of atrocitias,
but in not one statement d¢ you give the name of either the accuser or
the accused. : / i

In the clitation of hamane deeds | can be more explielt than that I!
can give you the name of Mra! Mannesmann, who. struck to the heart hy|
the agonies of tha French =oldlers writhing and jerking wiih tedtanue in Gor-
man superintended hospitals, of Hirson and Laon, underiook a perllons and ex-
hausting Journey back 1o Garmany in order to purchazs the serum for terinus |
and convey It back to France. She Is the wife of one of the brothers|
Manpesmann of the great German firm of Mannesmann-Mulag.  That noble|
woman | have had the honor to meet and, since she speaks az good Eng-
Itelh ng you or I can write, wng able to talk understandingly with her.

ligh or the French, Indeed, #ir, it 15 only within recent weeks of the war'
that 1 have heard opporbrious words fall from the lips of Germans when |
they spoke of the allies. I

Lot me also give you the name of Misa Bossie Sommerville, an English
governesg In the family of Paron Mumm von Schwurtzonsteln of Aachon.
That lady wrote a letter, which *wns forwarded with letters written by
English prisoners of war to thelr familles (n Bogland, sod [n It she sald |

|

“I wish you would let the English papers know the kindness and con-|
sideration we English receive at all times from the Germans, [t makes ma
furious, and at the same tme sad, to read the things thal are beipg sald of |
Germans in English papors. I meun how they treat thelr prisoners and o forth, |
They are vile les. | have plenty of opportunity of knowing how Belglans,
French, and Engliuﬂ prisoners are treated., I have hoaurd only of Kindness
and courtesy and all prisoners that have passed through Alx-LaChapelle
must say the same. 1 only hope the Germans will have the same to say
when they return from England. 1 could write much (more, but space
doesn't allow."

1 hoped that Mizsa Sommerville's letter would be printed in the London
pebers because it seemed to me that 1t would bring comfort to many an
anxlons, aching heart.: But 1 have been unable to find
It In any of the numerous English Journals which have
come under my eve. 1 gent it to the paper which I
serve and my aditor gave It & consplenous position”

Another little incldent from Alx:

Baron Mumm ssked Capt Lyster, an English officer, who was prisoner
at Alx, what could be done to make him comfortable. “Belter than any-
thing else.V the capiain replied, “I woanld Hke a brier plpe and eome
tobaceo"—and he named s favorite mixture. Baron Mumm spent some
time in seeking the hrand and when he returned the captain agked, “How !
much do I owe you for this?"

“Nothing at all, my dear fellow,” sald the baron. “In happler times
you and 1 will have n good dinner together at the Carlton and this will
be pleasant to remember then."

——O

UNNOTICHD
BY PRESS
OF BRITAIN.

May I give you another specifie ineldent with names and places? An
English womad of prominence who Is a cousin of Sir Edward Grey and
is & large land owner and president of the Red Cross in a northern county

was enabled through the good ofMees of Robert L

COURTESY TO Thompsan, Ameriean cobsul at Alx, to fulfl] o misslon
AN ENGLISH which took heér to a military prison In Germany, She)
WOMAN confessed thet she came ibrough Belglmm with fear|

and loathng of the Germans in her heart.  She mturned
over the Dutch frontler with tears of gratitude for whet she described as
Mthe unfailing courtesy and kindness of German officers,” who, she said,
had not only allowed her to viali a captive English officer who was under
susplelan of esplonngu but also had given her opportunities to accomplish
her misslon fn the fullest possible way.

She viewed the prison and obsorved the treatment s oteupants recaived
and she remarked several times, "Why, it is just like a boys’ school in Kne-
land!"” And she later told the 1 how her countrymen had their play-
' their money, thelr servants, and their newspapers.
for the perfection of the system and for the
the working of it

ly foeling tﬁ‘ﬁ.lﬂb‘ rghmlfbontn nl:r:m m:‘rhm'd?f'
Woman this lady as she express ng on the
when he took her over the German border into r::um

d.
'&%NWW of her gratitude to “the

The eager oficer was perbaps more of a bother than a help to th--l

——— ————

in Heplember:
I waa knocked oot ln the firt balf AN BNGLISH
n Germun  hospital. Thoy OFFICRER'S
me better hnd | boou the crown  TEATIMONY

prines, from the lowest orderly to the senjor medicsl
‘I;:Nl'. 1 hope you will teld this to any ous who l» runping down the
rmaha,"

e Luxemboure, Paris:

“I have boen In the Oerman hosphials g Somepy and Aure, the French
wounded recelving exactly the same treatment as the Gorman. [ may add
{thet not only the Fronel wounded but also,the French prisopers whowm
T paw were voary woll looked after”

With the following Ietter T cannol glve you names, but 'T have Do
reason to helleve that It ts & forgery. 1L was fArst priated In Dowspapem
published at Kiel, and s said o have been wiven ito the press of that
town by reintives of the German eapialn mentioned {n the letter It was
then coplod by severnl other German papers, smoug them the oxtremely
cautionn Cologne Garetle, from the Now. 9 lseus of which [ translale L
A French buroness living in- Lille writées io o German capiin who has
been hilleted nt her house:

“Litle, Oet. 20-~Toar Bir: 1 munst tell you I pray God may guprd you
until you again see your mothor, who surely has glven you o tender and
careful upbringing. 1 alll care for yonr officers nw If they ware our owm
Batleve meé, dear slr with deepest fesling, Barone de ~

AS TO WANTON DESTRUCTION. I

bridge, the British promised not to wse it on condition that .the Fronoh
wonld forego its destruction—"an agreéemaent,” von add, "falthfully kept upon
elther side”

And then you ask:

“Could one Imagine Germans making war in such a spirlt as this?
Think of the old French beldge and then think of the Unlveesily of Lon
vain and the Cathedral of Relms. What a gap between thom—the gap
that seporates civillzation from the savago.”

Now moy [ ask a guestion or two?

Why not think of the exquisite Hotel de Ville at Louvain, which wns
saved from destruetion by fre solely through the heroism, energy, and
Ingenuity of German oficers, who, though commdes of thoirs had bewn shot
in the back Dy clvilians Oring from attics and from celinr windows, worked
to save one of the moasl precious memorials of anclént thnes, and worked
to such good purposes that today the superh structure stands uphirmod?
I have se¢n L -

Why uot think of the cholr stalls, the palntings, and the silver orna-
ments which Germsa ofllgers retmoved (rom the Cathedral of St Peler at

and Louvaln and inirusted to the present burgomaster of Louvalin, who in turn |
smiled when I saw Over Lieut. Dr. Lebmann of Dresden buslly helping the | Jeposited Lhem in the Hotel de Ville scrosa the way?

»

Why not think of the great bulldings of the University of Louvaln
which are pot destroyed? You say they were, but on & Sunday fn October
I saw thom standing. It was the lbrary of the unds
versity which wang destroved.

“Think of that old French bridge™
then think of the Cathedral at Relms.”

Why pot think, fn this connsction. of the  three
pariementoires which the Germans sent to the Prench, roquesting them
not to use the towers of the cathodrals ns & point for =lensling to the French
Intteries the ellect of thelr fire? One of these paviementalres nover came
teck. As a final worning the Germans blew down n smokestnck near the
cathedral, and when they finally opensd on the lowers, 50 as (o drive nway
the men who were signallng,, they used very thin shropnel  Days later [
saw the towers still standing, and the statem-nt a8 to the parlementouires
I had from German officers of high rank, in whose spesch 1 found nothing
o warrant me in calling them liars offhand.

Why not think of the grt commission headed by a German privy coun-
cliop and head of an Imperial museum in Baerlin, which Germany son
throngh Belgium from Liege to Mops to tabulate work= of art in churches
wd conventa within the zone of danger and to remove them to places of

LOUVAIN
UNIVERSITY
STANDING

yon say, "and

wfely—not ploces of safely in Germany, but pleees of spfety In'the Rue|

ftoyule In Brussela? And these treasures when dellvered there were placed
under Lhe conilrol uot of German but of Belglan curators,

Why not think of the fact that, almost with ont excepton, hurgomasters,
curators of museumsy, blshops, and priests, worked loyally aud frankly in
the cauze of art with the German commisson?

Why not think of the faet thal one of the treasures they removed from
possible perll was Van Dyek's “St. Martin dividing his cloak” a masten
plece which, merely on the basest grounds, {8 celgulated to moake sun appeal
to the euphiity of an [nvader, for ts money value, so experts say, Is not
luss than 50,000 pounds sterling

——L :

At the opening of the fourth paragraph of sour article you ask the
guestion: “Can any possible term save n poliey of mugder be nppHed to
the use of aircraft by the Germans?”

You are spenking more especially now of dropping
bombs on unfortified cities hy Garman alrmon, and you
say Lhat “oeeuslonnlly these mon have beéen obliging
enough to drop their cards as well aa theid bomba"

AIRCRAFT
* PHASE OF
YNEW WAR."

And you add:

*l see no reason why these (cards) should not be used in evidence
againit them. or why they shonld not be hanged as murderers whey they
fnll Into the hunds of the allies.”

| am giad, sir, that you are not a British generl, for it s my con
vietion that if you gave onders as you write articles you would add fresh

horrors (o war, And aleo It seems strange 10 mn thzai & publiclst who B0
passionately extenuntes the Belgian frane tireurs’ mad defiance of the laws
of war ahodld be 20 keen of reprisals against Gérman oivmen who havae

done only what English airmen hove done. For, sir, English alrmen did
drop bombs on the unfortified city of Dusseldorf in an altempt o destroy
Lalloon sheds.

That attenipt was only partially successful, but the next moming the
Cologne Cazette described the lone fizhit and the dropping of the bombs
as "a brilllant feat™ snd said (hat German aimnen wosld hops soon or lnta
to redurn the dompliment of Lthe visit to Dysseldorl. As ‘a sporting proposl-

During our talk she utterod not one rancorvus word concerning the Eng:[Mon the [neident made un Impression which was not lost on the (German | [ange find bie Worte bed grofs

mind, and hearly recognition of the fact wns made.

The truth is that sircraft are, like automobilés, a phage of “the new
war," and the world must sccept them if the world Is to continue warring.
The principle of war Is, a8 we all know, to strike tervor, jphysical and
spiritunl, inte your enemy. This the airmen do with superiative success.
There 12, too, an anclent jeaying that war is most merciful when It is

oulekest, and the operatlons of airmen certuinly expedite disaster and
destruction.
, TREATMENT OF BELGIANS, I

i your fifth paragraph yon say:

“As to the treatment of Belglum, what has It been but murder, murder,
all the way?" and you add “it is said that more civiilans than soldiers have
fallen In Belgium."

1 shouid not be surprised il that second stalemept weare trus, There
ik # reason why it should be. Tt would not have heen so, T am confldent,
had the population of Licge, of Louvain, and of towns and villages lying
petween ldege and Louvmin kept their obligations ns civillans, er domning
uniforme, gone into the army as soldiers. My obeervation in September
and sgeln in October in northern France convinced me that the eivil popu-
Intlon of Belgiuvm and not Ithe Balgian army was the princlpal chuse of
Baolglum's woaos.

For In France the German army encountered very [ow [ranctireurs, with
the resnlt tiat there were few Instances of repleal against eftizons, Village
after villege [ passed through in [the track of the German army, and
nothing at all was destreyed. In scorcs of inn parlors I lisve sat while
German officers and privates ate. “The landlady and her daughters would
go busily and politely about “the serving of food, and. st the end of the

 meal not only was the food M?’ﬂlmﬂl:lllﬁiy pald for hut the girls would receive

teally handsome tips. This .1 saw so often that 1 came to e it as o
matter of conrse, as, in truth, it was
o

A llberal estimate ag to the part of Louvain that lles in ruins is one-

geventhi. More conservative observers are of the opinfon that one-denih
of the entire city Is destroyed. 1 am inclined to accent

ONB-SEVENTH the larger estlmate; Far from belng "o city of the past”
OF LOUVAIN Louvaln s comiag out of the heavy bawilderment which
IS IN RUINS. its sorrows laid upon it and, under Germsn ausplocs

and with Qerman assistance, s making good progress

fn clearing away (ho wreckage. In the daytime the peopls move freely
through the streets and do not seem terrorized. |

German offleers and officials with whom | have talked have never
apoken Hghtly of the sufferings of Belgiuvm and thoy are sorry for Belgium.
“You have been In Dinant,” said the secretary of tle German fordlgn office,
Von Jagow, to me¢. “So have 1" he added, "and §t {8 torrible, but war is
wir, and it is teofold more dreadful when the civil popuilatlon ‘takes a
hund In LY

And when it comes to the kind of resistan if reprisal—one ¢annot
call it war—which the franctireur makes, you, SSESSTLhur, know what the
Walloons of eastern Belglum are. “Turbulent, ‘Fuculent, and unschooled,
they fight—no, one cannot say fight but fire—from cellars, from atties, and
Trom behind hedges, using the while protection clvillan garb confers on
veritable noncombatants, but not aceepting the honorable risks that go with
the uniform of a veritable soldler. '

o—
The Belgium government felt a lively apprehension of the suffering of
(Continued on next page) .

santer] .
I8 Capt. J. B. Goarge of mm-n Iristh

And hore |n testimony from s French officor-Surgeon Major Dr. Sunve,

Toward the close of the second parmgraph of your artldle you state
that In the peninsula campaign, to prevent the destroction of sn anclent |
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