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The Reactionaries at

Work

gecrotary of War Weeks made a speach re-
eontly sounding the key note for Ehe reaction-
aties. Senator Stanley spoke i;l\ew York as-
ailing the progreasives in both parties. Now
somes ‘'the late’” Senator New——he has been “'the
ate’” ever since Beveridge défeated him al-

though be is not yet officially interred—and an-
gounces that the primary must go. i

‘No wonder the reactionaries hadte the primary
_jt ia the only plece of party machinery that
ihey are unable to contral. They used to keep a
dmﬁin;xting hoss in each state when they had th_e
convention system. The primary has made it
wmewhat of a wilderness for the boss and he is
lwoking back to the flesh-pots of Egypt, =0 to
gpeak. But there will be no turning back. There
are parasites which attack the primary system
ag parasites attack nearly all forms of life. But
the faults of the system will be removed. We
will not destroy the gystem in order to get rid of
the paragites. '

It ig fortunate that the plans of the reaction-
aries include an attack upon the primaries, That,
like the reduction in the tax on big incomes, is
gomething that can be seen with the naked eye.
Many of the schemes of the reactionaries are de-
veloped in the dark and the public finds it is vie-
timized before it knows it. But an attack on the
primaries has to be made in the daylight and
that means that it will fail. If there is to be an-
other war between the bosses supported by big
business and the plain people, let it begin when-
ever the reactionaries are ready-—a few more
primaries and a)l their generals will be disabled,

. W. J. BRYAN.

WHITE AND “JUDGE" SEPARATE

Press dispatches carried a statement of the rea-
sons that led Willilam Allen White to resign
from the editorship of *Judge.” The paper
stands for light wines and beer and White is not
willing to lend his name and influence to the
light wine and beer propaganda. White is right
ind it is comméndable for him to give up an
editorial salary rather than be placed in a false
position. If all editors would follow their con-
stiences and refuse to write against their con-
victions or to lend their influence to papers with
Whose policies they could not agree, the tone of
the press would be greatly improved.

_ The statement made by the owner of “Judge”
 quite in line with the attitude of the wets—
10 wonder White found it difficult to look up to
bhim as a boss. “Judge's” owner says that “a
égment of Kansas convictions does not repre-
sl the country.” That is8 about as wide a
vision as any wet has. He looks at the nation
through the foam on a glass of beer and thinks
that everybody is wet. ‘A segment of Kansas
convictions”—isn’'t that intelligence for you?
The Amendment was submitted by a vote of
s S-Tngnns of both houses and ratified by
b TY-SIX states out of forty-eight, The last
: Téé congresses have been dry by more than
Yo-thirds but the owner of “Judge” sees in it
oly “a segment of Kansas convictions.”

Congratulntions, Brother White, that you do

Bt have to associate any lon
ger with such a
ecimen of humanity,

ROBBERY BY AGREEMENT

thg:;? robbery from a distillery of eighty-one
dayu' ‘Tﬂ dollars worth of liguor by fifty men in
a Cit would seem to indiecate that it was by
wh Il‘lnderstandmg between the owner of the
'statesy 8nd the supposed robbers. The. United
bong BBt to take over all the whisky now in
day ihpuymg for it what it was worth on the
Creage %t he amendment was ratified (any in-
regarded brices since that time should not be

t ge 43 legitimate since it is due entirely
law), o sibility of gelling it in violation of
medi'cin hatever aleohol or whisky is needed for
BgoVa Or in the arts should be ,supplied by

ffiment and by the government alone,

Sey ;
ve l?:g{;; I the strong Republican newspapers

tarifr 4o 1 OVOr the traces on the altitudinous
g, Tll; > tha Republican congress is construct-
Eression ely 5ay that the President and his con-
Orit‘la aldes should remember that the big
r andea of 1920 represented reaction from the
Rghay thwem not mandates to boost tariff duties
40 ever Payne or Aldrich dreamed of.
]

CLABSIFYING MYTCHOOOK

Payin i

attalﬁuneguttsrlb:tm ttt:) the personal character and
| e Opposing candidat p
United States ge A
FEUPEAT gt thg:mt::!r int Nebraska the Lincoln
. g “the state puts fo , '
highest office at stake in this ?-locti{:uﬂ::v.f.u::t'i':‘v
very ablest men, and men of such dignity 'mr;
vhal:acter that personalities cannot properly lvn-
ter into the Struggle.” But, it adds, Mr, Howe'|
I8 "an aggressive Progressive” while Senator
Hitcheock “is a conservative, a public man of the
old school.” ‘
It is interesting to note th
Mr. Howell's claim to "aggressive progressivism’’
on the ground that “‘one of the most remarkable
public business organizations in the world, the
Omaha municipal water, gas and ice aervlcés is
the work of his hands."” It is perhaps not Hll‘;iBH
to recall, in this connection, that the long and
hard fight for municipal ownership in Omaha
has - been suecessfully prosecuted through the
years with the earnest support of many Omala
citizens besides Mr. Howell, including Senator
Hitcheock, in person and through his newspaper.,
That support has been given, despite partisan-
ship and much adverse pressure, out of public-
S})il:il(‘d devotion to a principle. Yet in BOmMe
curious way, as the Journal interprets it, the
record establishes Howell as a “progressive'” and

Hitchcock a “conservative."

at the Journal resta

L . *

If to be thoughtful, judicious, open-minded
and fair-minded, if respect for and devotion to
the blood-cemented foundation stones on which
the republic rests, is the mark of a conservative,
then Senator Hiteheock, in these respects at
least, is conservative, If adhérence to the fund-
amental principles of American democracy.
harking baek for a century and a half to Thomas
Jefferson, their first and foremost apostle, dis-
tinguishes the “public man of the old school.”
then it is to that school, rather than to the
school of Lodge or Newberry or Berger, that
Senator Hitcheock belongs,

Senator Hitchock is the kind of conservative
of the old school who ardently supported Bryvan
when eclamorous and indignant creditors de-
manded that he support McKinley or imperil his
business life and solvency. He is the kind of
conservative of the old school who gave his sup-

port, at the beginning of the fight against cor-

poration rule in Nebraska, to maximum freight
rate laws, to a 2-cent passenger law, to the anti-
pass law, to laws regulating and curbing tele-
phone and express and stock yards and grain
combinations—to the whole long series of re-
forms that put Nebraska near the head of the
list of enlightened states.

He is the kind of conservative of the old
school who supported the direct primary, the
popular election of senators, the graduated in-
come tax, the federal land bank gystem, the child
labor law, the league of nations and other meas-
ures and ideals adherence to which has by com-
mon sense marked other men as progressive.

He is the kind of conservative of the old
gchool who dared differ with his party and its
administration when he believed it was mistaken
in the framing of the federal reserve act, and
from his place as a Democratic leader in the sen-
ate to demand a reorganization of the war de-
partment during the world war when he helieved
it was extravagant and ineflicient.

L ] L] »

is the kind of conservative of the old
achf;?)l who refused to trade his birthright for a
mess of pottage when' the Nebraska legislature
unanimously demandeg tlllat he support the gold-
W ney tarift” law.

brilclke ?Smfggenki{m of conservative of the old
gschool who stands today in the Senflte as laﬂ? und-
yielding opponent of the profiteer's ta.l'i i :m
ghip subsidy program of the present admthn stra-
tion, just as he opposed its reduction cﬂ!I e sur-
taxes and its repeal of the excess profits lgw'h p

He is the kind of conservative of the o < scho -
who, with his Bank of Nation:i;i;lr; 2:;(;13 tﬁ;:%in
the only proposal of geape, 0 gus. N
that has emerged since the w;r 2 Eﬁrope
tion of our once profitable trade W 4 ) E

Journal is an adept at the man

;il:?o;‘ig;m:vl:)rgs when it deals with a politlcail
e ent. It is particularly interesting to watch
Oppocrlle’tt .legerdemaln when its sets out to 1?1(1
ﬁgcks with Senator Hitchcock.—Omaha Wor

Herald.

talking again about a buyers’

he people have again
strike. They SO tt?t?;ir:’g. This, it appears on

slowed up in thelr the announcement of an
investigation, tollowe%at go the retailers expect,

ance in prices. :
:I"li:t two and two will make five®

Retailers are

Time to Act '

How long will the President wait before bring- ]
Ing the railroad strike to an end? Every day in-
creases the tension and makes the aituation more
dificult to deal with, A Washiagton dispateh
says that the railroad heads are determined to
break up the unlons-—there is evidence of this/

fact in the attempt to organize a separate union =
for each company. The dispatch also SUEgesis
that the coal operators share in this purpose. To
this information s added a statement that some
of the President’'s friends think he should keep ¢
his hands off and allow the rallroads and their .
men to fight It out. i

But the government cannot keep its hands off =/
and the railrond heads have no thought of fight-
ing it out alone. They count on the army, and the
question now Is whether the government will use
the army of the United States to onforce the
private opinions of railroad magnates. Upon this
subject there will be a wide difference of opin-
ion, Those whose sympathies are with big busi-
ness will demand this—that is why they want
a big army. What does the genersl public
think? The patrons of the railroads want traf-
fic resumed and they want the work done by ox-
perienced men. The time has come for the Presi- .
dent to inveke the ald of Congress for authority
to end the strike by the opération of such roads
as refuse to perform their duty to the publie,
The government can use the army for its own
purposes, but it cannot rightfully use the army
marely to please one side of a labor dispute. It
(dees not use the army to forece the rallroads to
take the men back on the terms fixed by the
men; it should not use the army to enable the
raflroads to carry out the personal views of rail-
road heads regardless of the public welfare. If
the President will use a people’s government for
the people’s welfare and Inform the railroad
magnates of hls determination to ask Congress
for authority to operate the railroads until the
railroad managers awaken to a sense of their
obligation to the publie, the strike will end very
quickly and business can resume. It i# time to
act, W.J. BRYAN.

AIDING THE PROFITEERS

On avother page will be found a press dis-
pateh suggesting the return to profiteers of fines
collected from them before the law was declared
unconstitutional, It would seem that with the
present scarcity of money In the treasury the
profiteers might be left to prosecute their claims
against the government. Posgibly some of them .
are ashamed to expose themselves by asking &
return of the money they were compelled to
pay. They were convicted on the facts and the
facts show them to be gullty of extorting money
from the public. Whether legally guilty or not,
they were morally guilty of a erime against the
nation and there is no reason-why the govern-
ment should make ap effort to return the monev
collected. Let them sue if they are not ashamed
to come into the limelight again,

{

LIQUOR NOT NECESSARY

On a British ghip going to Panama about
twelve years ago, the captain told me that during
the elghteen years that he had been captain of
that ship he had changed the policy in‘regard to
liguor. They formerly furnished grog to the
gailors three times a day but they afterwards
abandoned this custom and fined any one who
brought liquor aboafd. He said it had greatly
improved the crew. He also told me of several
ships being wrecked in the neighborhood of
Panama by captains under the influence of
liquor. He said that during the eighteen years
above mentioned the sale of liquor to eabin pas-
sengers had decreased seventy-five per cent. The
last fact would seem to indicate that liguor is not
as necessary as the members of the Shipping
Board seem to think, W. J. BRYAN,

On comparison it has been found that so much
of Mr. Bryan's Sunday School Convention ad-
dress at Kansas City has been coyered in sub-
gtance in the Sunday School lessons, and in the
Radio Speech on “ALL,” that it will not be nee-
essary to publish the abstract of it, as mentioned
in the July Commoner, y

1

Speaking of the inability of congress to
anyghere. it will be recalled that while m
Genoa conference was unable to accomplish any- l
thing, it adjourned when it discovered its im- |

potency. - /
\ |
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