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The Commoner

World-wide

(By Willlam Jennings Bryan, before the
Council of the Alliance of the Reformed
Churches, Pittsburgh, Pa., September 21, 1921.)

Mr. Moderator, Members of the Council, Ladies
and Gentlemen: ’

I esteem it & rare privilege to be permitted to
present & great cause to this religious body,
representing 50 many branches of the Christian
Church from all parts of the world,. World pro-
hibition is a question in which the Church must
naturally take the leadership; every question
that affects human welfare must ultimately
come under the consideration of the Church.
The Church s the hope of the world, In the
closing verses of the last chapter of Matthew
Christ four times used the word “all"—the all-
inclusive word of our langnage. And this was
after his erucifixion; it was after His resurrec-
tion; it was His final word, He told His follow-
ers that all power had been given into His hands
—not SOME power, but ALL power in heaven
and in earth, He sent them out to make diseiples
of all nations; not of some nations, but of ALL
nations. He instructed them to teach ALL the
things that He had commanded. And he con-
cluded with that wonderful promise, “Lo, T am
with you ALWAYS, even untp the end of the
world,” )

No other organization has ever had such a
commission back of it. Here is a gospel intended
for every ' human being; here is a code of morals
that is torendure for all time; here is a philos-
ophy of life that fits into ever human need;
and back of these i8 ALL POWER IN HEAVEN
AND IN EARTH. CGod has given into the keep-
ing of His Church not only A solution, but THE
ONLY solation of every problem that can vex a
human heart or perplex a world. . Every prob-
lem that is an important one, that affects human
welfare, human soclety, and human progress,
must receive the attemtion of the Christian
Church. Intoxicating liguor presents one of the
great problems. ;

The Church's position on this subject. rests
upon facts that cannot be disputed. Let me lay
before you a few of the facts that no one can
attack. Firet, God never made a human being
who, in a normal state, needed alcohol. Aleohol
is not a necessity for the human race. God pro-
vided the necessary things; alcohol is not a na-
tural product, it is man’s product,

Second, God never made a man strong enough
to begin the use of alcohol, as a beverage, with
certainty that he would not become its victim.
Every drunkard who has gone down to a dis-
graced grave has passed through a period of con-
fidlence when he boasted that he could drink
when he wanted to and leave it alone when he
wanted to, but he overestimated his strength
and fell. :

Third, God never fixed in a human life a point
or age, AFTER which one could drink alcohol
without danger - All thiough the world and all
through history we find illustrations of the al-
coholic ‘appetite taking hold of people aH the
way from youth to the most advanced age. The
Bible tells us that, when Noah came out of the
ark, he planted a vineyard, and drank of the
wine and was drunken. His sons took a gar-
ment and, walking backward that they might
not see their father's nakedness, spread the gar-
ment over him as he lay drunk in his teat. I
remind you, friends, that it was not what they
call strong drink that made Noah drunk, it was
WINE, and wine from his own vineyard as well.
There are people today who tell us that there is
no harm in wine, and some add beer to wine.
Let them mnot deceive you; wine became a
mocker, not whea prohibition began to be
agitated, but back when BSolomon gave utter-
ance to his wisdom, and beer is as bad as wine,
There 8 nothing intoxicating that is not dahger-
ous to the human being.

Here, my friends, are three propositions. I
have stated them without limitation, without
mental reservation, They apply to every human
being now living; they have applied to every
human being who ever Mved, and they will apply
to all who may be born hereafter, We sometimes
find statements that have to be confined to
groups or to sections, but heréd are three state-
ments upon whieh the advocates of prohibition
build their cause, that have neither latitude nor
longitade, and they have no historical limitation.
I repeat them before I proceed to the mnext:
First, that God never made a human being who,
When normal, needed aleohol. Second, that He
hever made a human being strong enough to
commence its uge and be certain that he would
Lol be onme if its vietims. And third, that there is
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no age in a human life after which it is safe
to begin. And to these three that apply to ALIL
time and to ALL people everywhere, I add three
that apply to all Christiang now and always.

First, a Christian is a Christian because he
has given his life in pledge of service to God
and to Christ. What right has such a one to
take into his body that which he knows will im-
pair his capacity for serviee and may destroy
even his desire to serve? ‘

In the second place, what money has any
Christian that he can afford to spend for intoxi-
cating liguor? We go down on our knees at
morning and pray to the Heavenly Father, “Thy
kingdom come;"” what right have we to rise from
our knees and spend for intoxieating lquor
money that we can spare to hasten the coming
of God's kingdom on earth? What money has
a Christian to spare for intoxicating liguor,
when there are so many noble causes that de-
mand every dollar that a Christian 'has to spare?

And; third, what right has a Christian ' to
throw the influence of his example on the side
of a habit that ha¥ brought millions to destruc-
tion? Christians, we will have enough to‘an-

‘swer for when we stand before the judgment bar

of God without having a lost soul arise and
testify that it was 4 Christian’s ‘example that led
him into a habit that caused his ruin. If we
have no other reason for not drinking, this is
enough,  that no young man shall ever be led
astray by our use of intoxicants. Paul says,
“If meat maketh my brother to offend, I shall
eat no meat while the world standeth.” What
Christlan ¢an ‘be more interested in the satisfy-
ing of '‘an appetite for drink than in helping his
brother? If a Christian only drinks n little, it
will be a very little sacrifice to quit dArinking
entirely, that his example may be on the right
gide. Tf any Christian drinks so much that it
will be a real sacdrifice to stop, then he ought
to stop for his own sake and for the welfare
of his family. '

Now, my friends, T have stated these things
a8 the basis for our plea for total abstinence.
They are the foundation of our propaganda, for
unless we belleve that alcohol & unnecessary
and harmfal, we ean make no progress with our
cnuse. I have shown you that it is unnecessary
and I have shown you that it is harmful; be-
cause it is unnecessary and harmful, ‘'we must
teach and preach total abstinence. :

I might add that we in this country should
be quite charitable toward those in other coun-
tries who have not yet reached the same =nd-
vanced position on the drink gquastion thai we
We recollect that it took our churches,
gome time to get in line on this subject. The
first temperance society, for instance, organized
in this country was not built upon a total absti-
nence piedge. The members only agreed not to
get drunk more thian once a week, a very mod-
And you may be interesied to
know that our churches when they began were
not violently radical.. I learned from a Congre-
gationalist, for Instance, that something over a
hundred years ago there was a Congregational
meeting—a meeting of ministers, in Connecticat,
They met in the morning, and, when they ad-
journed for lunch, so many of them drank to ex-
cess that they could not reassemble in the after-
noon, ' Lyman Beecher, the father of | Henry
Ward Beecher was so impressed and distressed
that he prepared and . delivered six great ad-
dresses on the subject. When I read them three
years ago, I found in them practically every
argument that has been made since in favor of
total abstinence and prohibition. « Thess ad-
dresses were the begioning of an awakening in
New England. They resulted in the organization
of a natiopal temperance soclety. Since that
time the Congregational Church, with  increas-
ing emphasig, has been making a fight against
alcohol. That is one of our great churches, and
its activity began anly a little over one hundred
years ago. But 1 would not gingle out one
church: I have other jllustrations. I certalnly
would not leave the impression that just one
church had been slow to start. Fhe fact 1s, they
have all heen slaw. e s m

Take the Methodist Chureh. suppose
Methodist Church, north and south, has fur-
pished more active workers for prohibition than
apy other chureh organization, and yet they only
started a little over one hundred years ago, and
their first resolution was not startlding. « It was
that no Methodist preacher should be pecuniar-
jly . interested in the liquor traflic. And they
could not pass that at that conferemce either. I
guppose some of those Methodist preachers

thought it Interfered with thelr “Personal b~

erty.” 1 think it was at the second conferenes
that it passed.

Now, that was the Methodist Church. Bee
how much jt has improved since then! But I
think I ought to tell you that the _ !
did not start any too soon, and they did not
start with a rush. I am informed that (he first
resolution on this subject ever Introduced in the
Presbyterian General Assembly was the very
mild statement that Presbyterian cher
should not get drunk in public, Now see how
far we have travelled since then. The Presby-
terian Church has been one of the bulwarks of
prohibition in the fight that has recently culmin-
ated in this country. AAFS v,

Well, as I went along I gathered l?re*
traiions; when I reached Hnttlubm , L
and told of the Congregational he Metho-
d'sts and the Presbyterinns, a Baptist cama up
and expressed some disappointmenit that 1 had
not mentioned the Baptist Church. I safd,
“Give me an f{llustration of your church's
change, and I will mention it.” “Well," he sald,-
“we have an old ecountry church, not far from
Hattiesburg; they were celebrating an anuniver-
sary not long ago, and read the migutes of -s "
of the earlier meetings. They fouhd 4 meeling
held before the war, the minutes F?Ji'mch sow
® resolution like thid passed: ‘Refolved, that
the members of the'church shou'd not sell In-
toxieating liquor on the ground dvring secvies” "
" Hers are four great churches, whith Thave
been very active in cooperating against the
saloon In these later years, whose at¢tivity began
only about one hundfed years ago. ° o8

I come next to legislative action.  Leglsla-
tive action depends upon the arguments in f{a-
vor of total abgtinence; prohibition laws, can
not live, except as they have hack of them a
sentiment in favor of total abstinence. If it
cannot be shown that the use of aleoholic hev-
erages is both unnecessary and harmful, and,
therefore, unwise, we cannot defend legislative
provisions intended to restrain or restrict the
sale of such beverages, If it could ba shown
that alcoholic beverages are necessary, we would
no more legislate against them than Against
meat and vegetables; and even {f it could be
shown that they trg unnecessary but are not
harmful, we would not want to prevent ‘helr
gale. We first lay the foundation in the argu-
ments that support fotal abstinence, and then
proceed 'to matters of legislation.

Why is it that legislation has come to support
total abstinence? Léet me explain, It is be-
cause representative government has extended
its reign throughout the world. I1f we did not
have representative government . the pecple
would not feel responsible for what is done.
But today, throughout the civilized world, we
have licenses; no liquor can ba sold in any im-
portant nation except under license, and licenses
are granted by law, Therefore, those who make
the law are responsible for the licenses.  The
reason why the license system has been abol-
ished in this country is that the conscience of
meén would not allow, them to share responsihil-
ity for the existence of the saloon, and for that
which the saloon was known to do. Men have
become conscious of the fact that when ' they
vote for license they are just as much pa
in the saloon as if they furnished the
sold, or stood behind the bar. The man |
votes for a license, and by his vote enables (
saloon to exist, is just as much a partner in |
business as the man who puts his pame above
the door and furnishes the capital that runs the
saloon; just as much a‘'partner in thé business
the distillery or brewery that makes the st
and makes money selling the stuff, afdd he
less excuse, He can not even plead the poor ex-
cuse that he did ‘it for money, Bécause Chris-
tians refused to be partmers with the saloon the
cause of prohibition grew In this counfry,

The same eause thit operated’ will ap
ate everywhere. ' You u&x rest ulg?ud }Mg no
sound principle that is established anywhers can
be confined to the place where it is esuallihod
God has put back of evéry truth the same Ir-
resistible force that'He puts beh the grow-
ing erops.’ We know that if we put a grain of
wheat into the ground and surround it ﬂ& a8
favorable environment, the g of life will as-
sort itsell; that the little roots will renchliqvn
into the ground, and that the slender blade will
forece its 'way up into the wir. 'We can tell to a
day when the rlpenz wheat ean b.o.ukenaﬁ-on
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the stalk. Why? use wé understan

laws that are batk of these things in the

terial world, We know that the God who
planted men on His footstool for all
the wants of man, with laws Irresistible and
constantly at work. We could not worship’ that
God as we do if He had only provided for' our
bodies and had failed to provide for the triumph
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