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the reorganizing begins. _
well-defined feeling at the meet-

Sox's control by placing anti-Cox men at the
slm of the national committee. No doubt Mr.
3ryan is content for the time being to allow the
Cox mansagers to pay off the hard-pressing cam-
aign debts, When that is done they may con-
der their duties finished.
' Ex-Governor Cox insists on peing accepted as
he party chief. He demands retention of control
the party machinery. He will not brook op-
position, because he wants to be renominated,
nd he is determined to grasp the honor. Cox,

ike many other Democrats, believes there will
something worth fighting for four years

'In ‘order to retain his eontrol, Cox is going to
» a lot of talking about party harmony. Mr,
Bryan will not be much excited by that.

The Washington correspondent of the New
York Herald gives the names of a number of
rominent Democrats who are “off”” Cox. These
gen, the correspondent adds, have been in touch

th William J. Bryan, and there are lotters to
how that Mr. Bryvan gives whole-hearted ad-

arence to the plan to dethromg Cox and reor-
anize the national committes. " Mr. Bryan told
he coalition that Cox is “impossible,” that the
arty can be rescued from its present “humili-
Ming position” only by egating Cox to the
mnks and selecting a new chairman who is not
it the Cox following; thet he, Bryan, is prepared

» consider McAdoo a possibility four years
ence, but that a new man easily may come up
vom nowhere, and that he can be counted on to
jut in his best licks for a general house-cleaning.

It is readily apparent that while the country
| watching the course of the Harding adminis-
tion it is going to be splendidly entertained
¥ a most interesting !mlitical game by the
emocrats.—Miami, Fla.{ Herald.

THE BRYANS IN ACTION

! The Bryans—William J. and Charles W., his
rother—are busy with plans for reorganizing
hé Democratie party. They are proceeding up-
p the proposition that, as the result of the No-
snsber cyclone, the party is pretty thoroughly
gsorganized, and needs attention from the
round up. Hence they are comnsidering thé
ftuation in all of its aspects, municipal, coun-
y, state and national.
. Charles W. Bryan has given out the latest
nterview on the subject:

. “We have been developing plans for thirty
flays to have the Democratic party deserve to
win the support of progressive forces. The plans
nclude drafting of constructive national, state
nd municipal legislative programs, represent-
ng the consensus of opinion of the progressives,
: & The legislative programs are being
feveloped by the students of governmental
peeds and will be presented to the people. It
B osaible these platforms will be adopted im
county, state and national’conventions. Selec-
tion of state and national leaders will be de-
termined at meetings called for that purpose.
The time and place of meetings will depend on
he organized opposition, If any.”

This sounds like “business,” and undonbtodly'

imeans ‘‘business.”

The brothers complement each other, and
ifogether make & strong team. What William J.
lacks in taste and capacity for the details of or-
ganization, Charles W. supplies, and what
Charles W, lacks in eloguence and whooping-up
lgualities, William J. abundantly supplies,
i Mr. Bryan demies a report that there is fao~
tionism in the movement. It is not aimed at
#the Tammany element” of the party. The light
dn the window is for all who may respond in
igood faith and pledge support to the primciples
snunciated.

If the democracy reorganizes on & Bryan basis

lshould it not make, and will it not be likely to .
I make, its next appeal under the familiar Bryan

Jeadership 7—Washington Star,

MR. BRYAN AND THE-DEMOORAT PARTY

. No surprise s causgd by the news from New
York that William J. Bryan and his brothes
Charles Bryan, have a program for the rehabili-

tation of the Democratio m It was suggested
in these columns s few ago that when the
time arrived for reom of the party that
::!o‘hmdotlr. Bryan would be seen as well as

Mr. Bryan submitted as humbly as his digeity
would permit to the taking over of the party
by the Cox-Tuggart-Murphy crowd sUmmor,
He had bis say in open convention at San Frane
cigeo and then gracefully retired to the ranks.
No cene » the ranks was less obtrusive. The
new capéains drove the old ship on the reefs, and,
in the languagé of that distinguished southern
uue“mhl , John Sharp Willlams, “There she
. " -

Buk recently it appeared that the rising tide
and wilder waves might wreck the remains.
There has been bitter warfare on Chairman
White. Some of the women of the party have
been bombarding him with requests for his resig-
nation. An artist might paint the shipwreck
with the Cox-Taggart-Murphy ecrowd hanging
on one side and the MeAdoo-Palmer-Cummings
faction clinging to the other, with William J.,
swimmming to the rescue-—not to the rescue ol
either faction, mind you, but of the ship.

That, literally, 18 what is going to take place
when the commoner's progressive platform Is
announced. The Bryan plan, according to Judge
R. C. Roper, of Nebraska, is to ganize the
privates in the lines so as to develop an effor-
tive fighting army. It ia the aim of Mr. Bryaa
to give control of the party to the middle class
Democrats, leaving the generald and captains to
take care of themselves.

It was not so much about the plan of reorgan-
ization we started out to speak, but more as to
the right of Mr, Bryan to take the reins. In
the races he made for the presidency he polled
what may correctly be termed the normal Demo-
cratic vote—that is, he held the party together,
We all know what happened to Alton B. Parker.
The party went to smash. The two Wilson
campaigns can be properly classed as unusual.
In the first Wilson campaign, the Republicans
were split in two. The second Wilson campaign
was materially helped by war conditions, Then
came the Cox campaign. Glory be, the pieces
haven't yet been picked up. 'S8o, with consider-
able accuracy, Mr. Bryan can claim, that while
he missed the goal, he left the party in reason-
ably good condition., Probably at no time in its
history was the party more nearly in control
of the privates than in the Bryan campaigns.
If the generals and captaing had stood their
ground, we might have now been speaking of our
geloved fellow ecitizens as former President

ryan.

There can be no question but that Maimi will
be the center of deep concern on the part of
many Democratic leaders who led the party right
up the hill and right down again. They constant-
ly will be anxious to know the thoughts of the
sage of Villa Serena, who is less noted for hia
serenity in politics than he is in his home life.
—~—Miami, Fla,, Herald.

FROM RIDIOULE TO PRAISE

In the days before the world war the peopls
of all nations were trying to find a way to get
together in a great brotherhood of nations, the
object being to make war practically impossible.

Responsive to the call of humanity for perma-
nent peace, William J. Bryan, American secre-
tary of state, evolved a plan to bring the na-

- tions together in such a brotherhood. Py the

strength of his great personality he actually in-
duced more than thirty nations to enter into
treaties, under the terms of which no nation
could go to war with another nation until one
full year should elapse after a dispute should
have been submitted to other friendly nations
for arbitration, '

Then came the war, BEryan dropped his peace
treaty talk, and declared that the first duty of
every American should be to help win the war,
After the war the demand for severe peace terms
with Germany was so strong that the gentle
peace terms which Mr. Bryan had proposed were
ridiculed, '

But now--how changed the drift of opinlon!
The 4 and rejected peace plans proposed
by Bryan are again recsiving attention, and it
may be that the world will yet solve the probe
lems of the world war in bharmony with the
peace views of Mr, Bryan, and that the plan
of the diplomats across the sea to tia the Amere
fean eagle to the tall of the Huropean kite may
be displaced by the common sense and humani-
tarian peace plans proposed by Bryan.

Recently there appeared in
(Texas) Chroniele the followiag remarkable re-
view of the life and peace efforts of Mr. Bryan,
clearly Indicating that President Harding may

“What an snomaly William Jenunings BEryan
has become in American politics, what a unigue
figure. Who has been s0 often or so repeatedly
rejected from a partisan standpoimt? Who bas
found it so difleult to galn office by election?
Yet who has more '
sonality on

the
“It has been
they were oo

1856 he has fathered many
reforms. Most of them have found & more or
less deflinite expression in our politieal views.

“SBcarcely one but what was receilved with
smiles, if not ridicule, at the outsetl, yet how
many of the Bryan suggestions are we not fol-
lowing out right now?

“Under such circumstances, is it surprising
that he should be calied into consultation by the
Republi president-elect, especially on & mat-
tor he is earnestly interested in, and on which
he is 80 well gualified to speak, as world peace.

“How well many remember his arbitration
treaties when thoy were first announced. What
& makeshift they seemed. Bnt we were all tense
and rigid them, preferring inflexible things, be-
un:?no! the influence of a grest tragedy in the
making. b

““As the war developed, we grew more tense
and rigid, more in favor of iron-bound methods,
more amendable to arbitrary, unbending super-
vision. Emerging from the gigantic struggle, we
looked with enthus'asm on the hard and brittle
covenant presemted for our comsideration. We
wanted only a peace pact, but.guch s pact as no
nation could possibly overstep.

“In this mood. Bryan's arbitration treaties
seemed more tenuous, more impotent than ever,
and the thought of what they might have ac-
complished, or what they might still aceomplish,
was quiatly forgotten.

“Now, however, it suddenly comes to the sur
face again, and with redoubled foree. Even Mr.
Root says he ig not 50 sure but what it offers the
gafest foundation on which to build, and Presi-
dent-elect Harding is so impressed that he wishes
to get the whole idea from the lips of Bryan
himself.

“None of us can foretell the outcome of all
his controversy over the best method by which
'to inaugurate a permanent movement for world
peace. There is & mighty jangling of opinions,
and a mightier web of cross purposes to be
cleared away.

“But, and this is not the point we started out
to make, it ia paradox of paradexes that Mr.
Bryan should be sitting among national counsel-
lors again, espeeclally with the Republicans in
power.”

Driven out of the cabinet by a Democratie
president, because he could not redoce himself
to a lovel of a rubber stamp; branded by the
administration and by the newspaper voice of
Big Business as a political outeast; his peace
plans ridiculed and rejected as the dream of
& dreamer, suddenly he comes before the eye
of the world again, and today he is holding a
place first among the stateamen of the warld.
So n.fmlmg now are his hamanitarian plans
that it seems quite probable that no manner of
league of nations can be comsummated which
shall not carry thg soul of the Bryan peace plaps
into the organic law of sueh &

Ridicule does not kill. If ridieule were fatal
why, If it were a deadly thing, Bryan would
have dled in 1896 and every day since then.

It ridioule ecould kill—why, It it were a deadly
thing. I should have died every morning before
breakfast during the past thirty years—poisoned
by the sting of the asps of error, and all be-
cause through zll those years I have held fast
to the pure prineiples of government which that
remarkable man has proclaimed,—daring al-
ways, and happy in this hour, te hail him as my
brother and my friend.—Edgar Howard, In
Columbus, Neb., Teleagram,

JERSEY HOUSR FAVORS EIGHTEENTH
AMENDMENT

On January 24 the New Jersey house adopted
& concurrent resclution for ratifieation of the
Fedaral Prohibition Amedment by a vote of §1 to
4, At the same session the House unanimously
repealed Governor Edward's 3.50 per eent beer
bill enacted Iast year. On the same day the
New York assembly voted down a request to
congress to Jegalise the manufacture and sale of
mndmbyanuotﬂ to 43.-—~Amarican




