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'he Pres dent recommends independence for
ilipinos. He is right, The Pilipinos have
led their right to Indepeadence; they should
thout delay. &
seommends a loan to Armenia. Tt ought
made. A mandate would involve us in the
188 and trade rivalries of the old world,
it & loan Is a legitimate way of extending ma-
srial aid at a time when it is greatly needed.
‘He also urges the encouragement of cagpera-
tiv_u_,4gqu;bttng for the benefit of the farmers.
Good,  But his most fmportant domestic recom-
m&ﬁjﬁ!ﬁn‘ has to do with profiteering. He calls

attention to'a need for a law “regulating cold

which goods may be kept in storage, pre-
ing the method of disposing of them if kept
id the permitted peried; and requiring
eleased from stosage in all cases to bear
date of their receipt. It would also be most
rvicablé if it were provided that all goods re-
sed from cold storage for interstate shipment
uld have plainly marked upon each package
‘the gelling. or market price at which they went
into storage, in order that the purchaser might
be able to learn what profits stood between him
and the producer or the wholesale dealer, In-
deed, It would be very serviceable to the public
it all goods destined for interstate commerce
“were mmade to carry upon- every package case
whoss form made it possible a-plain statement
of the price at which they left the hands of the

ecommendations of the message referred

ged it interstate commerce.”
_have made an excellent campaign
= . 7. W.J. BRYAN.
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ation © ) tiv d exe-
aatian of tho adminsirative an

‘pose of putting them on a modern business basis.
The economy and efliciency commission that was
at work in 1911 and 1912 should have been con-
‘tinued until 't could have reorganized all of the
ational executive and administrative - depart-
ments. The obsolete and ineflicient systems found

n force at that time in departments that
. wglg “examined were a revelation to the country.
It is the opinion of those who ase familiar with
modern business methods that there is a great
luptic on of work, the most expensive methods
eat many inefficient employes that should
sen dispenscd with years ago. With the in-
‘the producers of the country being cut

count of falling.prices and without

@me on the producers as if the taxes

sen do Mm? y and efficiency should
mﬁuﬁ?ﬁ and reductions of gov-
ernmental expenges by cutting out obsolete sys-
" tems and duplieations and' _he reduction of-the
my of employees at Washington to a strictly
modern busines: basts should b supported by
congress regardless of party affiliation. If the
‘world war has not been fought in vain, great re-
ditetions should also be made in the construction

and maintenance appropriations for the  army
and navy departments.

IMPOSSIBLE TO PLEASE EVERYBODY

. No matter what one does in politics SOME-
BODY will ind fanlt. Some objected to Mr.
Bryai's going into the cabinet and some criti-
eized Him for going out. Some got mad because
y helped to nominate and elect President wil-

'd now some are mad because he suggests
' t:: a'i‘:omeans of hastening interaational

pace. Some even compl
tig dar i
viiat he thought right.

rifig the campaign. Tn each case he did

R iR iy BHORT MEMORERR . . -~
M Bryan hag done more for Presiden har
d sal ‘_,_ nd yet ';io?' ' b:t th%_ Prq:l:;nil :

: Sreqrit et i “rendéred and
| dll the serv’ differs trom

. as Mr. Bryan

o5 88 yan
“matter of public poliey; But such is

stor ge Ir such a way as to limit the time dur-

ser. I respectfully call your attention, also, -
‘regard to a.federal license for all cor-

vid is to he commended for
wg.: which he urges °

gton for the pur- -

reduction in the taxes, the ef- °

ned because he said

AN EDUCATIONAL CAMPAIGN

On the first page of this lesue will be found an
outline of an edncational and organization cam-
paign to rehabilitate the Democratic party and
mn'ke it an effective force to protect and promots
the welfare of the masses of the people. When

the national, state and municipal legislative pro-
Erams are announced, My, Bryan will disenss
in each issue of The Commoner during the eom-
ing year the various remedies offered in the dif-
ferent legislative programs. The legislative pro-
Eram will not be partisan, and the educational
campaign will be a discussion of governmental
principles that may be used in the public schools,
colleges and universities and in the various ¢lubs,
suck as the woman's c¢lubs, commercial clubs
and the many othor clubs and associations where

:.he member: are stulying governmental prob-
ems,

The Commoner desires the epoperation of
everyone who is interested in gotting these leg-
islative programs and th's educational m=‘ter
into the hands of all organized grouns of society
We desire to recelve the names of officers, and if
possible, the members of as many orranized
clubs or societies as can be sent ns. We also
desiire to hear from those who are willing to assist
in placing this educational matter in the editorial
offices of the newsgpapers and periodieals of the
country, in the schools and colleges, and in all
the elubs and societies that are organized for
general educational purposes.

IF NOT NOW, WHEN?

The following dispatch from Geneva deserves
attention.

“In the report of Saturday's proceedings at
Geneva this appeared: " ,

“ ‘A international military force. with M
international staff, was proposed to the assem-
bly by Senator Henri- La Fontaine of the Bel-
gia. delegation. Senator La Fontaine had
gomewhat startled the assembly by declaring
that the world was not yet ready for disarma-
ment. ‘It I8 necessary to say frankly to the peo-
ple,’ he sald, ‘that the time for disarmament has
not yet come,” Before the world could disarm,
he added, entirely different ideas from those that

. peevailed before the war must be inculcated

and applied.” "™

This is the view of the imperialistic nations
of Eurone. They seem fo have learned nothing;
they still rely upon force and scout at the idea
of peace bas wpon frienc¢ship. Our nation
can have no part in the European nroeram 80
long as it contemplates a PEACE BASED ON
TERRORISM. We should let the other nations
know at once that we can no longer be faced
by the explodei doctrine that *‘prepa edness

romotes peace.”

o Brother or Brute, whici is it to be? Tf the
world is not now resly for a peace based on
triendship and cooperation, when will it be?
Our nation can afford to give 10 billions for
PRACE WITH DISARMAMENY, If we can't
have that the war has been fought in valn.

W. J. BRYAN.

PROFITEERING IN BREAD

The Federal Trade commission finda profiteer~
ing among the millers. Note the following:

wwashington, D. C., Nov. 21-—Profits of
wheat flour millers in the northwest for the last
five years have averaged 24.4 per cent on their
average investment, according to the federal
trade commission, The inguiry was begun in
connection with the general food Investigation.

“In 1916-17 the profit amom'lrt;d to 44.7 pflr

, according to the report. 8 Average an-
:‘ﬁnati earnings for the fivé year period for the
southwestern millers was 23.5 per cent, but
those of the eastern group amounted to only
15,8 per cent.

“he profit of thirty-seven companies covered
by the report was over twice as large in the last
two years as in the first three. In 1J16-17
thers was returaed on the investment 38.4 per
cent, more than three times as large as 1913-
14) The eastern group earnings in 1915-16 were
only 6.5 per cent, but jumped to 30.8 per cent
in '1917-18." SO

wall Street clamors for the
of ::cd t:: ';m excess profits. Let these profiteers
keep all that they have collected? Never. The
tax should be the last to be re-

——

Another Constitution-
al Amendment

The suggestion that the President should
hasten peace by resigning has led to & disons-
slon of the constitutional provision which de«

lays for FOUR MONTHS the inauguratior of the i\

new pregident, Most parlimentary governments

provide for an IMMEDIATE change when an K

administration loses the support of the electors.
Our government Is an exception, explained by the
fact that our constitution was written befors
steam cars and electricity came into use. Why
not an amendment fixing January 1st as (he day
for inauguration and the commencing of the
new congress. Provision should be made for
all the regular sessions to adjourn befors the
naxt elections so that there would not be (a4
there Is now) a "job sesslon” AFTER the eloc-
tion. Defeated congressmen should not be per-
mitted to seérve (except in cass of emergencios)
after defeat has made them indifferent to pub-
lic needs. If we had such an amendment NOW
peace counld be had two months sooner and the
President could at an earlier day lay down the
cares of office and give attantion to his Impalred
health, W. J. BRYAN.

HOUSTON IS TARGET FOR STERN REBUKE

A Washington dispatch, dated Deéec. 9, says:
Secretary Houston's recommendations yesterday
in h's annua' reéport that excess profits taxes he
repealed and the higher brackets of income sur-

taxes be reduced were attacked today by Repre-

sentative Kitchen of North Carolina, ranking
Democratic member of the house ways

and
means committee, as ‘‘the most unwise, unjust,
undemocratic and pro-republiean recommeondas
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tion that ever emanated from any department of .fl_j"' e,

the government since its beginning.”

“The whole Intent and policy of his moh-'fl -
mendations,” said Mr. Kitchen's statement,” are

to relieve the corporate interssts and

gt
aires, who for the last years have plundered Ils et e

profiteered upon the people to the extent
fifty billions of dollars, of & billion and a half
or two billlons of dollars to taxes annuslly and
place that amount upon the backs of the people;
that Is, the vietime of such plunderers and prof-
fteers. If the Democratic party in congress were
to adopt the suggestions of Secretary Houston's
report, it would be no use to hold future Demo-
cratic conventions, for no Demoecratic capdiddie
heréafter would get anything like as many votes
as Governor Cox did in the last election, and
the Lord knows he got few enough.

“I predict that in the next congress, that in
behalf of many Republican measures with re-
spect to taxation, the Republicans will ¢cite SBecre-
tary Houslon, as well as the president, as author-
ity for their position.”

Members of congress who were doteuud‘_ at the
election in November w b> engaged in the
stupendous task of helping operate the govern-
ment until the 4th of March, four months Jater.
An administrat on that was ripudiated at the
polls at the same time will be In charge of af-
fairs for the same period, It is easy to see along
what lines the next great movement for eonsti-
tutional reform will take.

If there are still any authors looking up ma-
terial for books on “Why Boys Leave the Farms™
they won't have very far 1o go to secur¢ all the
corroborative information they desire, with
wheat that cogt $2.60 a bushel to ralse selllug
at less then $1.50 on the farm. f

JUDGE LANDIS ALL RIGHT

Some criticism has been directed aguinst
Judge Landis because he has accepted a posi-
tion with the baseball clubs while continring
his position on the bench. Why? He is one
of the most fearless judges on the bench; his
resignation would be a calamity. He has been
gorving at a pecuniary loss; he finls an op-
portunity to act as advisor of those financially
interested in the great national game baseball
He can raise the standard of the game without
neglect of h's dutlés as judge. He solved the
problem presented to him and he s)lved It In
a manner beaeficial to himself, to the court and
to the public 2t large. Time will vindicate the
wisdom of his course. W. J. ERYAN.
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