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from Europe told me that they counld have pre-

vented the war if they had had two weekn' Lime
for the mobiliging of the peace forcos of the na-
tion. The League of Nations allows twelve
times two weeks for investigation and then six
times two weeks more for deliberation—elghteen
times two weeks before an appeal to the sword.
It would be almost impossible for two nations

to go to war after nine mo
. nths spent in Investi-
gation and deliberation.

conld not collect this in addition to what

feel that they themselves need without sowing
the seeds of & war more bloody thas tho one out
of which we have come. Why not use & worth-
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day. Some day the American people will take
this matter in hand and then all parties, joining
together, Will rid the land of the profiteer and
close the door agalnst his return. In the mean-
time, the churches should be at work and lead
in the creation of & sentiment that will coerce
the parties into aetic: or parties act not from
inclination but under e

re-is an International problem even more

an the domestic problems to which

==1the peace problem. While we
- We could hardly comprehend its
.48 one standing by the side of a
‘not the mountain but only the
part next to Rim.. We.are now far enough away
from the War to see something of its outlines.
Let mé mention & few of the tacts that have been
gathered. Mg thirty million human beings
lost- their lives directly or indirectly as a result
~of the war, and three hundred billions of prop-
erty was destroyed, The cCebts of the world
om_forty billions to two hundred and
fitty-nine billions-—=an increase of more than five
hundred per cent; the paper money of the world
m?ﬂmom to fifty-six and the
beh it dwindled from seventy
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N0 graver indictment that can be

t the Christiar Nhurches of the

8; that, nineteen hundred years

‘angels sang to the shepherds at Beth-

lehem their gong of “Peace on earth good will

toward men,” the Christians bave found no way

of settling their disputes except by killing each

_other on the battlefield! Even this would not

be so appalling if out of the war had come a

world-regolve to make it the last to.redden the

the earth with d. But the world does not

seem tochéve Jearned much by its experience.
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s constitution enables one more

of the Senate to prevent the rati-

aty; neither party can secure the

necessary two-thirds and, so far, congress has

shown no disposition to amend the constitution

50 as tp make It as easy to end a war as to

begin ope, & =l - T

- The senators have been talking about the

treaty for more than a year but thfy talk about

intinitely small and ignore provisions that
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SBecond, progress toward universal
ment. The allies meet from time
cide how many soldiers Germany and Austria
shall be allowed to have; the League of Natlons
contemplates the disarmament not of a few na-
tions but of all the nations. When this policy
of disarmament Is carried out no nation can pre-
pare for war without notifying the world of its
wicked intent,

Third, the abolition of secret treaties whieh
have heen found to be & fruitful source of war,

I repeat: Nine months for investigation and
deliberation, progress toward untversal disarma-
ment and the abolition of secret treaties—three
provisions which, taken together, constitute. I
think, the longest step toward peace taken in a
thousand years, if not the longest ever taken by
agreement among nations, but we cannot have
these things because the senators cannot agree
on the phraseology of contingent reservations
that may never be used at all,

And see the situntion in which our nation is
placed. It entered the war to make the world
safe for democracy, spent more than twenty-
five billions of dollars and sacrificed an hundred
thousand precious lves. Little nations In
Europe took us at our word, drove their kings
and emperors into exile, wrote constitutions like
ours, and for a year and a half have been strug-
gling to keep their feet. Monarchy surges back
on one side and Bolshevism threatens them with
chaos on the other, but we cannot Jend a hand
to, help them—we cannot ratify the treaty; the
genators can not agree on reservations.

And now, after shaming the word Democracy
before the world for a year; after blocking the
world's progressd toward peace for more than
twelve months, we make the treaty a partisan
issue and ask the world tq wait while we fight
out our differences at the polls, knowing all
the time that neither party ecan sécure a two-
thirds majority in the Senate at this election
and that, therefore, compromise will be as
necagsary at the end of the campaign ae now.
If we cannot compromise now, how can we hope
to do so after four months spent in denuncia-
tion, each party trying to throw the blame upon
the other? :

But the platforms are written and any Repub-
lican can stand on the Republican platform and
think "anvthing or nothing—it is a matter of
construction, Any Democrat can stand on the
Democratic platform and think anything or noth-
ing—it 18 a matter of construction. The
Republicans say they are not afraid and the
Democrats say; “neither are we.” The Repub-
licans hope to make political capital out of the
jssue and the Democrats hope to make more
capital than the Republicans. Shame om any
Demoerat or Republican who talks of a party
advantage when a world is on fire and onr na-
tion is the only ome than can speak the word
peace to the contending nations.

Who knows but this great nation was raised
up for this very hour? Surely. we have such
an opportunity as we mever had before and as
nd other nation has ever had to lead the worid
toward peéace. But what are we doing? Spend-

‘ing nearly twice as much for the army and navy
as was thought necessary before the war and
“a committee of the Senate recently reported a
bill which contemplated the expenditure of seven
hundred millions a year more for the establish-
ment of universal compulsory military training
—a gystem to which we have never thought it
necessary to‘vesort, even when our nation was
small, Seven hundred millions a year to be ex-
pended in tralning every young man in the art
of taking human life, and yet nelther conv;tilw
tfon gave the eountry a pledge to oppose ttbﬂ
menace to the trle:sury of the nation and to the
world.
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We are In the midst of a presidential eam
It will continue with increasing Intensity

s it were, in a blaze of glory, The noxt du 53
& hush will spread over the land, “the tumult
and the shouting will cease’” and the voters oy
wend thelr way to an hundred thousand vollng
places, where each will have an opportunity to
register u freeman's will, That night the wires
to the list of Presidents. He will be glven &
little time for rest and preparation; then, early
in March, at a certain hour on a certain day he
will appear at the White House door and knock.
The occupant of the executive mansion w o
come him with a smile and say, I was te
Ing you just at this moment.” The man
inside of the White ‘House will rotire; the
man will take the oath of ofica and be
President. He will then be clothed with a p
that no human being but a president hasy
exercised. When he speaks his voige is the voles
of an hundred millions of people; when he acte
there is in his arm the strength of a nation. When
he writes an order battleships will go out to
seda, carrying thelr big mouthed guns; when he
writes another order the ships will return, At
his command, armies will and march
and fight, and men will die; at his word, armies
will dissolve and soldiers will become eoit
again. And this will go on for a certainx Bn
ber of years and months and days-—for so n
hours and minutes and’ seconds, and then &
other man will appear at the White House dos
bearing a new commission from the people. Is = =
it not worth something to live in a land ke
this where the people can, by their lots
gelect one of their number and lift him to this
pinnacle of power? And Is it not greater still =
to live in a land where The people can, by the
ballot, not only exalt a President but also re:
duce him to the ranks again? It Is even more *
fmportant that the people shall be able lo put
a President down than to be able to raise himm =
up; for when they elect him president he Is
just common clay, but when they take him down
they separate him from those instrumentalities
of government which despots have used for the
enslavement of their people. . - 5RO
And why is it that we have a government like
this which the people can themsealvas con
—a govérnment by the terms of which the peo-
ple rule? It is because throughout the caps %
turies past millions of the best and bravest =
that ever lived have poured out their blood upon
the ground that we might be free. m" h
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right of which we boast Is & blood bought
—and bought by blood of others, not by our =
own blood. T
Is it not strange that any to whom such g &
government descends as & rich inheritance -
the past should lack appreciation of iis w
or fail to live up to the duties of ecit _
1s it not strange that any should be indiffes o
ent? In time of war all are willing to die tm',:;‘ _
the government, is it not strange that in ti R
of peace any should be unwilling to live for U
it? And yet we must have long eampuigns an 3
put forth every effort to get the vote oul. 88
Even after all is done that ecan be doue We
never get the full vote out. If ninety per cest l_{.,
is polled after a heated Presidential campalg ad
we do well; it may not exceed seveniy-five oF =
eighty per cent at an intermediate election, .ﬂ :
at a primary, which may be more lmnoﬁql_,;«
than an election, the vote may fall below sixty
per cent, or fifty, or forty or even thirty. And_ =
what excuses do men give for not voting? h
are as absurd as those mentloned In thek:! !!
when all with one aceord began to m&




