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The Commoner

—

.‘I_I_L&\ ]
- Prohibition in New
s ' York

(Hll'll? B, Curry, In New York Even-
: ing Post.)

. "The resulls of the disuse of al-
eoholic liquor have been more
“astounding, to my mind, than even
the claime of the most ardent advo-
cates of prohib.tion.” 2

This emphatic tribute to the local
banefits of the Kighteenth amend-
ment was offered by Bird 8. Coler,
Commissioner of the New York De-
partment of Public Welfare, formerly
“the Department of Publie Charlties.
His decluration merited special no-
tleg” from non-partisan observers of
cprohibition developments because he
waus speaking not a8 a "dry,"” but was
telling only what %e had learned as
head of a great municipal aetlvity
which, in his own words, ‘“covers
every phase of welfare work known
1o humanity, We gecupy the one

place in all the eountry where the ef-

fect of prohibition.can be 'ﬂ!ut and
best obsarved.”” For the Department
of Pablic Welfare is Invested with of-

ficinl care of the city's dependents— |

‘the homelags, the unemployed, the
dependent children and all depend-
onts who are aged or disabled or in-
jured or {1, It Is the department
which. conducts all the eity “homes"
and city hospitals,

YAny one sitting in my place,” sgald

. My: Coler, “with its chances for ob-
 gerving what works for the weilfare
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.0f the people and the betterment ot
elviliz tion could take no other stand
| to make a firm resolution to
gent the facts to the American
3ple. . No one having at heart the
slfare of the people as & whole could

t0 any other course.”
- In snawar to & request by the Even-
fug Post that he make public the of-
fic’! facts upon which he based his
stigouncemant Commissioner Coler
‘han obtained reports from the leading
institutions in his charge and ' has

supplemented  these repqrts with re-|"

Aated data, obtained through the De
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partment of Correction, upon ]
number of local arrests and the totals
of the local prison population.

One learns from the facts so
collated that during the first quarter
of the year, despite many thousands
of additional patients cared for dur-
ing the epidemic of influenza, the
nwember of admissions o the Kings

third legs than during the first quar«
ter of last year: to Greanpoint Hospi-
tal, one-fifth less; to Coney  Island
Hospital, 15 per cent loss,

At the Munieipal Lodging House in
Bast Twenty-fifth street the number
of men lodged (during the same
three months) was only one-gixth of
rwhat it was In the same. months of
[last year,®

The number of arrests for intoxlea-
tion fell off more than one-haif dur-
ing the last six months of last year
although only_a feable effort was
made to enforce the “dry” enact-
 ments, _ :
| The prison population reased
Iby 15 per cent last year as compared

I

(with the preceding year, and in the
icase of women prisoners, by more
(than 20 per cent. @
Patients suffering from aleoholism,
(who formerly averaged 102 each day
 at Bellevue Hospital, diminished last
ymonth to three or four per day; at
I Kings County Hospital the common
|total of farty such patients was re-
duced last month to five or six. .
Ambulance calls received by the
department are often due to drunk-

|enness and its attondant disorder, so

that the number of calls transmitted
to Bgllevue Hospital” were 138 in
(January, 1919, but only nine in Jan-
uary of this year. And the total num-

ber of department ambulance calls,|

Mr Coler believes, “would have been
decreased by 650 per cent sinee July
1 of last vear except for the ‘flu’
epidemic, ®nd they were, in fact,
despits the epidemiec, reduced by 30
'per cenl,
| Commenting upon the remarkable
| improvement in condition Mr, Coler
sald: :
“The Munleipal Lodging "House is
practically vacant,
of 900 beds they have only forty ‘cus-
tomers.” The type of peanle go
there - ow are old-time yagrants who
are properly work-houses cases. The
man ‘or woman who lost a job thru ex
cesses and went to the lodging house
| to sober up until he or she could get

new place—this type has eéntirely
disappeared. Fas

*“The alcoholic ward at Bellevue
Hospltal, as such, has been cloged.
Formorly they treated in this ward
thousands of patients every year; of
late the average number has been on-
1y fifteen or twenty per month.

‘““About 700 vacancies for tubercu-
logls patients are now reported in our
department hospitals and 300 more
in private hespitals. According to
Dr. DHlingham of St, Joseph's Hos:

|
'

prohibition, The man who drank
much and ate little, confracting con
sumption and developing hemorr-
hafen; has practically disappeared.

“There's a marked decrease as well
in the commitments of ‘children to
homes beeause of poverty,

“Our employees, moreover, aré
holding their places. more steadily,
There are many less than the 15,000
changes which formerly occurred in
our persounel each year. . Pay day at
present doesn’t mean a drunken ex-
odus,"”’

The effects of general prosperity,
to which are attributed many current
ameliorations, should not be untairly
eredited with benefits more truly due
to prohibition,
nope of the changeés considered in
this article detes back further than
{last yenr; yet prosperity was even
more marked in 1917 and 1918, when

tha

pital, this deerease is largely due fo|

In  the first place,.

ing allowances and prices were much
lower.

Furthermore, prosperity brings
‘many contradictory effects, as it re-
|lates to welfare problems. ‘‘Fifty-
fifty,” as Mr. Coler briefly observes,

i

(County Hospital in Brooklyn was one- describes such neutralization. Pros-

perity, for example, would decrease
the numbér of certain arreésts, but
would increase thoge for drunkenness
land disorderly conduct; would dimin-
| ish some imprisonments and augment
{others; would reduce commitments
to some homes, but, as eéxplained
| later, would add to the number of the
feeble-minded children so committeaq,
Progperity would lessen sickuess due
to destitution, but wounld extend the
sickness due to alcohol,

Exiopt, therefore, that prosperity
had reduced the sum of suffering
consequent on destitution in the pri-
vate home, and so lessened the
amount of Youtdoor relief,” littlé ar-

I
| tions reported by the welfare depart-
ment even if progperity had imereased
in the last ten months—which ‘was
not' the case. ' T

It is happily true that prohibition,
which has been largely a woman's vie-
tory, has, ip proportion, econferred
more benefit upon women than npon
men, ‘even oulside of the domestic
circle, Relatively speaking, there
has been a larger decrease in arrests
of women since liquor became scarce;

1
:

tients, the number of female ‘‘aleoh-
greater faling off. =~ _ -

Génerally speuﬁu" the economic
benefits of prohibition have heén
manifested through the improvement
in the service of municipal employees
as well as in" the reduced number of
institntional inmates. The employees
‘‘have taken oh a new mental at-
titude,” to quote Medical Superin-
tendent Vivasour of the City Chil-
dren's Hospital. They are more gelf-
respecting, they are beginning to save

thelr jobs.

“The conduct. and the heal'h' of
employees have been “ubeidely nu
proved,” gays Buperintendant Bacon
of the City Hospital, Yet at certain
institutions neighboring facllities still
enable the émployees to ‘“‘get it,”
with more or less frequency, and with
all t.e Tormer~ {1l results—an out-

prohibition. And one superintendent
half complains that the “Ligher spirit
of independence” in his more sober
employees has supplanted the “sur-
linéss'" that formerly reacted upon
the patients with an “arrogance” that
distressed the executives.

Ag to details, the City Hospital re-
ports '‘a decreased patient census,
patients arriving less frequently in a
dirty, degraded condition,"” and _nly
bailf as many employees dismigsed in
the first two months of 1920 as In the
corresponding months of 19108,
~ Metropolitan Hospital-—Fewer “‘al-
coholics,” great vreduction of cases of
delirium tremens following surgical
shock, influenza and pneumonia.

Kings County Hospital—Total
number .of cases admitted one-third
less, January 1 to March 15, 1920, as
compared with like period last year;
“alooholics,” same period,.less than
one-fifth a8 mahy men, only one-
twentieth as many women. |

Greenpoint  Hospital-—Admissfons
first quarter of this year and " last
year show reduction from 904 to 722,

Coney Island Hospital — Admis-
sions, first quarter, 19820, reduced by
15 per cent; accident cases, “mainiy
due,” says Mr. Coler “to intoxitated
auto drivers,” reduced one-third; gev-

{dle men were fower, war contracts
were paying prodigious profits and|
wages, soldiers’ families were recely-|

fect would be recorded upon condi-|

and as compared with tiee male pa-
olies” in the hospitals has shown a|

come, of course, due fo the reverse of

Ahat Anyone Can
- _ Discomfort or
- Loss of Time,

We have & neaw method that controls
Aem%?d w;r w&:_;ttyww;o try It at
eur expense,’ "No matter whelher your
cqbo-fs:pr‘mﬁ standing or recent de-
velopment, whether it Is present as
|Hay Fever or chronie Asthma, you
i shouid ;send - for a free trial of our
|mﬂ,hod.- ,No matter in what cllmatae
you Hva no matier what your age or
foccdupation, Af yon are troubled with
(asthoa, our, method should relleve you
‘prumpth’. ! _

We “especially want' to =end it to
those apparentily hopoless canes, wherae
all forma of inhalers, douches, oplum
preparations, fumes, “patent smoles,”
ote, have falled, We want to . show
everyone at our expense, that this new
méthod (s designed to end all difficalt
breathing. all wheezing, and all those
terrible paAroxysms at once,

Thies frée offer Is too Important to
neglect a siogle day, Write now and
pegin the method at once, Bend no
money. - Simply mall coupon below. Do
it Today. :

A Wow Mo
e Wit

#

PRI TRIAL COUPON

F'RON’E{!ER ASTHMA (O,

475 k

,Nlagni_rs and Mudsen Streets, Buffalo,
N

Room

B&nd free trinl of your method to:

RUPTURED?
~ TRY THIS FREE

New Invention Send on 80 Days' Trial
~Withoul Expemse to You

Simply send me your name and I will
send you my.siew cop. hited rupture
book and measuremen lank. When
you return the blank T will send you
my new invention for rupture: When it
arrives put In on and wedr it.  Put it
to every test you cun think of, The
harder the test the beiter You will like
it. You will wonder how you ever got
falong with the old style ¢cruel spring
ftrusses or belts with 1eg straps of
| torture. Your own good, common sense
and your own doctor wh tell you it i»

|

With a capacity  monay, they do not so often change'the only way in which yeu can ever

expect a cure. CAfter  ‘wearing It 30
‘days, If it is net entirely satisfactory
1in m’ Cway-—if it'fs not easy - and
comfortAvis=Iif you cannot actually se¢s
your ruptire getting better, and if not
convinced that a cure is meraly a gques-
tion of time, Just return it and you are
out nothing. Any rupture appliance
sent on 80 days’' tridal without oxpense
I'to you ls worth a trial,, Why not tell
(your ruptured friends of this, EASY-
10L.D CO, 5012 Koch Bldg, Xansas
City, Mo. P ‘

WILL RADIUM AT LAST
"""OPEN THE DOOR OF
THE GREAT UNKNOWN

If you are sick and want to Get Well
and Keep Well,  wrile for literaturs
that tells How and Why this almost
unknown and wonderful new element
brings rtrelief o 80 many sufferers
from Rheumatism. - Sclatica, Gout,
Neurltls, Neuralgla, «Nervous Prostra-
tion, High Mood Pressure and diseases
of the stombch, Heart, Lungs, Liver, Kid-
neys and other allments You ‘wear
Degnen’sRadlo-ActiveSolnr Pad day and
night, recélving the Radlo-Active Rays
continuously into . ¥our system, caus-
ing a healthy eclreulation, overcoming
slugglshness, throwlng off impurities
and restorlng the tlssues and nerves
to a normal condition--and the next
thing ¥vou know you are getting well,

Sold on & test proposition, You are
thoroughly satisfied is helpln;g) you
before the appliance (8 yours oth=
ing to de.but wear It. No treuble or
expense, aud tho most wondérful fact
about the appliance i that it s sold
so reasonably that It is within® the
reach of all, Roth righ and peer.

No matter how bad your allment, or
how lonig st ing, we wWill be pleased
to have you try it at our risk. For
full information writs today--not to-
morrow. Radinm - Applinncg Co, 909
Bradbury Bidg. Los Angeles, Callf,—

-

FREE roin_el(- of Untarrh, New BHook-
Jet just out gives besl advice ever
wrlt‘l‘.’&ll_“?_n' Calarrh, free, Address
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