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mted it in the senate, but we must say noth-

3 ing that would indicate the slightest divergence

from the president’s judgment on any question.

© We ecould not pralse our party for its honorable
part in making the country dry. Why? Waa
it bocause the president tried to put an end to

. war prohibition and allow a few weeéks' spree

before beginning of constitutional prohibition?

One member of the administration even wanted

the convention to condemn the Volstead bill as a
‘Republican measure passed dver the velo of a
Democratic president when, as a matter of faot.
more than three-fourths of the Democrats of
the house and more than two-thirds of the Demo-
eratg of the penate joined with the Republicans
in puiting It upon the statute books in spite of
the president’s opposition. I might add thdt the
proposed plank really did injustice to the presi-
dént by imputing to him opposition to the en-
forcoment law, whereaw his veto acted only to the
part énforcing war prohibtion, not to the purt
eénforeing constitutional prohibition,

. Waa it not humiliation enough to the party to
have a Democratie président sit silent in the
white house and take no part in the greatest
moral victory of the generation? I think I am
not mistaken when 1 say that he never uttered
& word to ald those who made Lhe fight for sub-
misgion for ratitication and for the passage of
the law enforeing congtitutional prohibition, Was
1t necessary to add to this humiliation by gagging
:lnatipnul convention and forbidding it to give

pregsion to the joy that fills the bearts of a
majority of the men of the land and a still larg-
er majority of the women of the land?

It in the matter of prohibition the president's
nse-againsgt the party is grave, what sghall
.88y to his crime when we consider the treaty

plank? He demanded that twenty-three Demo-
ratic senators should he rebuked, senators near-
all of whom lived in closely congested states,
re the president’s attitude endangers the re-
lection of those now in the senate and makes
practically impossible the élection of Demo-
ts to suoceed them. But the defeat of the

ty Is of little consequence compared with the

nsibility that our party assumes when it~

ttempts to make s partisan issue of the greatest

«» International question our country has ever con-

mted, Under the pretofise of devotion to the
ague of nations he demands that we strangle

4 league, for nothing else can result from the
ron rule that he enforced wpon the convention.
very one knows that neither party ean possibly
ve two-thirds of the next senate and who cén
oibt that the making of the league a party is-
in a presidential campaign will harden the

nes already drawn and preclude the possibility

Jof ‘reaching an agreement. The rea) issue pre-
amted is whether the president is infallible and
he Domocratic party is asked to take the af-
riative of the proposgition.: tle professing
willingness to accept reservatipns of ; certain
kind, within certain. limitations, the platform
Moes not indicate the kind of the limitations. Our
‘ship is sent to sea with sealed instructions. It
A8 not strange that the convention finally became
‘exasperated that it decided to ‘choose a pllot
without consulting the dictator,
- ¥was the unspiritual spring back of the Cox candi-

- “Macy he had the votes of many delegates who

;would not admit the slightest sympathy with his
Hrreigation plans. In fact the convention by more
#han a two-third vote, expressly refused to en-
iorse thg wine and heer platform of the man
swhom it nominated by more than a two-thirds
vote. &

©If the pregident were willing to concede to the
me the right to exercise its constitutional au-
) ty, i he were willing to actin the spirit that
permits & co-operative government, it he were

. _halt as willing to compromise with a co-ordinate
‘body of his own government as he was to make

. eoncessions to every foreign nation, if he were *
- as willing to consent to a little freedom on jand "
a8 he waa to abandon the freedom of the seas,
. the treaty would have been ratified months ago,

~We would be in the league of nationt and he

© | would have besn the first president of this great

- Eribunal, an honor which he had fairly won for

- - himgelf and for the nation.
... .- Just a little recognition of the right of other
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e officials to' exercise the authority conferred upon
‘them by the same constitution that gives him ail”

the authority he had would have put the treaty
out of the campaign and thus enable us to. deai

' with domestic problems as well as do our duty
.~ to the world But having reached the highest

e ot fame to which & buman being wasd
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for inmugurdting a new policy
evidenced by the coustruction of the Alaska rail-
‘road and opening of the goal

monopoly.

ever lifted he has rewarded the confidence of his |

nation and the generosity of his party by an ex-
hibition of egotism which would be pathstic if it
were not tragie. ‘

No large party in.a democracy can hope to ap-
peal to the conscience and judgment of & nation
unless it has a higher purpose than sycophantic
sarvice to ong autoeratie individual. When the
Unpited States aided i attacking the arbitrary
fdea of government in Germany it was with the
hope of banishing it from the  world;
not for the purposé of trans-planting it
on American soll. But the convention has ad-
journed and its work is submitted for ratification
or rejection to millions of citizens who will act
without the restraints imposed upon handpicked
committees and partisan delegates. Lel us hope
that whether thelr decision is pleasing to those
who controlled the making of the platform or to
those who nominate the candidates or to those
whose judgment did not approve of either, it wiil
prove a blessing to our beloved land and econ-
tribute towards the sec¢uring of that which will
advance civilization throughout the‘world.

(Editor's Note—Owing t9-lack of space sey-

eral of Mr., Bryan's San Francisco letters could

not be reproduced in this issue, but will appear
in the August number of The Commoner). ’
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executive, as may secure to American citizens,
the same rights in the ac¢quirements of mining
rights in foreign countries ag are enjoyed by the
citizens or subjects of any other nation, -
‘ 'NEW NATIONS = ‘LJH
“The Democratic party expresses its
sympathy with the people of China, Czec

‘Slovakia, Finland, Poland, Persia and others '
1g to develop the
_ ig;t_itn,t,ionu of true democracy.

who have recently establi repr
government and who are str

' et &

IRELAND
‘““The great principle of national gelf-detormin-
ation has received constant reiteration as one of
the chief objectives for which this country en-
tered the war and victory established this prin-
ciple,
"Within the limitations of international com-
ity and usage, this convention repeats the sey-

eral previous expressions of the sympathy of the:

Democratic party of the United States for the
aspirations of Ireland for self-government.

. ARMENIA

“We express our deep and earnest sympathy
for the unfortunate people of Armenis, and we
believe that our government consistegd with ita
constitution and prineiples should render every
possible and proper ald to them in their efforts
to establish and maintain a government of their
own. ;

“We favor the granting of independence with-
out unncessary delay to the 10,500,000 inhabi-
tants of the Philippine Islands.

HAWAI

“We favor a liberal policy. of homesteading
public lands In Hawail to promote a larger mid-
dle class citizen population, with equal rights to
all citizens,

“The importance of Hawali as an outpost on
the western frontier of the United States de-
mands adequate appropriations by congress for
the development of our. harbors and highways

PORTO RICO
"“"Wa: favor granting to the people of Porto

“Rico the tragitional territorial form of Eoverns
ment, with a view to ultimate statehood, ac-

corded to all territories of the United States
since the beginnihg of our government and we
believe that the officials appointed to administer
the government of such territorieg should be
qualitied by previous bona fide reidence theroin,

. J \ '\I MJABKA.
‘We commend the Demoeratic administration

as to Alaska ag

and oll fields,
‘“We  derlare for the modification of the exist-

lng coal' land law, to promote development with-
out disturbing tha_ features intended to pr;:t:t

—

- "For lm;h changes in the policy of forestry
control as ‘will permit’ the immediate initiatjon
of the paper pulp industry. '

“For relieving the tefritory from the evils of
long distance government by arbitrary and infer.
locking bureaucratic regulation, and to that cnq |
we urge tha‘mdy passage of a law containing
the essential features of the Lane-Curry bill now
pending, co-ordinating and consolidating ul) ..
eral contrel of matural resources under one ..
partment to be administered by a non-partisgy,
board permanently resident in the territory.

“For the fullest measnres of territorial selr
govarnment with the view to ultimate statehood
with jurisdiction over all matters not of purely
federal comcern, including fisheries and gane,
and for an intelligent administration of federal
control we believe that all officials appointed
should be qualitied by previous bona fide regi-
dence in the territory.

“For a comprehensgive . system of  road con-
struction with increased appropriations and the
full extension of the federal road act to Alaska,

“For the extension to ‘Alaska of the federal
farm loan act, . (o B2
- ASIATIC IMMIGRANTS

“The policy of the United States with refer-
ence to the non-admission of thé Aslatic immi-
grants is a tmh-ﬂbréti_lﬂi of the judgment of
our pepole and to the several states whose geo-
graphical situation or internal conditions make
this policy and the enforcement of the laws en-
acted purguant thereto, of partieular concern, we

 pledge our support.

THE POSTAL SERVICE
“The efficlency of the postoffice department
has been vindicated against 'a malicious and
designing assault, hy the efficiency of its opera-
tlon. Its record refutes its assailants. Their

... volcey are ilenced and their charges have col-
m_%yo Jap ¥ ‘ .
Sl

'-'-f'.:} R 1.“_7.“. '?,TB;:-'. e i s
et - mwm‘ﬂl‘k 9&'&‘-40‘“ commis-
sion o ”P e-0l 100 of salaries of postal

: mlﬁ& udeds which cemmission
- was _created by a  Democratic. administration.

. The rat mwm favored and
. wﬂ?'_’qon nue to favor

conti “tha fair and just treat-
ment of all government employes.
FREE SPEECH AND PRESS
.+ "We resent the unfounded reproaches di-
rected against the Democratic administration for
alleged interference with the freedom of the
press and freedom of speech,
+ “No utterance from any quarter has been as-
sailed, and no publication has been repressed,
Which has not been animated by treasonable pur-
pose, and directed against the nation’s peace,
order and security in time of war.

“Wa reaflirm our .réspect for the great prin-
ciplea of free spaech and a free press, but assert
as an indisputable proposition that they afford
no toleration of ememy propaganda or the ad-
vocacy of the overthrew of ithe government of
the state or nation by force or violerce.

+ REPUBLICAN OORRUPTION

“The shocking disclosure of the lavish use of
money by aspirants for the Republican nomina-
tion for the highest office in the gift of the peo-
ple, has éreated a painful impression throughout
the country. Viewed in eonnection with the re-
cent conviction of & Republican senator from the
state of Michigan for the criminal transgres-
slon of the law lmiting expenditures on behalf
of a candidate for the United States senute, It
indicates the re-entry under Republican auspices
of money as an influential factor in elections,
thus nullifying the letter and flaunting the spirit
of numerous laws, enacted by the people, to pro-
tect the ballot from the contamination of cor-
rupt. practices. We deplore those dclinquencies
and invoke their sterp. popular rebuke pledging
our earnest efforts to a strengthening of the
present statutes against eorrupt practices and
their rigorous enforcement.

. {We remind tha péople that it was only by t}lw
return of a Republican senator in Michigan, wio
{8 now under conviction  and sentence for the
criminal misuse oftmoney in his election, that
the present organiz of the sepate with a Re-
publican majority was made possible.

. CONCLUBION w:

“Bﬂmn: mt we h&?b lﬁpt the Den]{'};\f-;l.h,
faith and resting our claims to the confidence
‘of the people not upon grandiose promise, but
upon the solid performance of our party, we sub-
it our recorl to the nation's gonsideration and
ask that the pledges of this platform be &

light ot that record.
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