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The roll-call insures & dry congross.

The fight algo disposed of a number of booms
Governor Edwards went onto the rocks: Gm':
ernor Smith surrendered whatever (:_han;'*oq he
had; Governor Cox read the hand wrltih;g on
the wall; Senator Hitchock, of Nebraska, is the
only wet candidate who suffered no loss. He Imﬁ
the sixteen votes from Nehrnskrs. most of them
voting for him because they have to, and two
unexpectedly from the outside. 1If he ean gain

two votes on each ballot it would only take a
few hundred ballots to carry him over,

PLATFORM AS ADOPTED EVADES MANY
PROMINENT ISSUES

San Francisco, July 3.—The platform adopted
by the Democratic convention, now before the
country, is the most important subiect for dis-
cusgion. It ia well written, covers many sub-
Jecis, and is, except on a few controverted points,
quite as good as could be expected. The writ-
ing of a platform is not an easy task. Straight-
forward statements of the party’s position are
aways difficult to make on subjects that divide
those within the party. The only easy thing
to write is in denunciation of the opposition.

We have heard a great deal of the crusaders,
and the very name gtirs the heart and quickens
the pulse. If those who control this conven-
tion are to be taken as the leaders of the party,
Democrats will not be considered crusaders ia
thiz campaign. They are more likely to be
branded ag evaders. It may be worth while to
note a few illustrations of the gpirit of evasion
that manifested itself.

First, the platform evades the liquor ques-
tion; 1553% votes were cast for my resolution
declaring positively in favor of the amendment
and the enforcement law.and opposing any in-

" erease in the alcoholic content or other weak-

ening of the content. Three hundred and fifty-
gix voted for the Cockran amendment in favor
of light wines and beer.

It the dry vote is added to the wet vote and
then the total substracted from the total vote
cast for and against the wet plank (the total
vote on the wet proposition was 1,082%, where-
as'the vote cast on the dry proposition was only
1,075) we find that 571 delegates voted against
the planks. That is, the evaders outnumbered
those who voted either for a dry plank or a
wet plank. No matter what the reason was
more than half of the convention refused to
commit the party to either gide of the liquor
question. A few of these may have been wels,
but nearly all of them were from dry states, It
{s easy to understand why the wets would vote
against a dry plank, but the average man and
woman will have difficulty in understanding the
attitude of those who, altho themselves the
advocates of prohibition, were afraid 'to ex:dr;esa
gatisfaction in the Democratic party's le 1;3
part in the bringing of national prohibition. 'n
1868, 1872 and 1876 the Democratic party wrote
into ita plaiform a plank (:ecla;'tiutff);tks f;;ﬁé)t::;?
of the slavery amendment(s. o

assure the cpuntry that slavery
ggzlngnldothat the Democratic party was ?ptposig
to revising it, and yet there Was not a st? e
the union urging a reopening of the quet: lon.run
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X eacl;aog ts:;;}ngea:—--almnat one-third of tza
i tion—<clamoring for & reopening of the
zzz:f::m and yet the evaders try to excuse

hat the question is dead,
thempelves n saying & r wanting to men-
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bound to something specitic. The men in come”
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- They had full charge of the Crule
mittee and the full committes, and they :'c' Ao
large majority of the full convention, and WJ” o
used it to foree through a plank on profiteering
which will not be satisfactory to the general
public, because it offers no real hope of reliof,

The evaders also dodged the question of unfe’
versal compulsory military training, They e
tended that it was not an issue, but the » ' T""
reasen, as frankly wstated by the com & .-‘I
Wwas that the secretary of w:l‘. htvlﬁol -'“'M“I\ i
mended a system of universal compulsory m"'.-l
tary training, a plank opposing such a m-"‘. -
might seem ke a rebuke to the president, altho.
the president asked the Democrats fn the M'I %
of representatives to leave the subject for the
national convention to deal with., It will § .
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remembered that the houso ecancused on o
subject. Notwithstanding the fact that the ses =
tion seemed neceseary, the president asked for
a postponement with a view to leaving this to
the convention to defing the party’s position on o
these subjects. The Demoerats In the cauneus
declined to agcede to the president’s reguest
and declared against universal compulsory mills
tary training by a vote of 106 to 17 and by 80
doing defeated the Republican program on Nl*‘f- w0
subject in the house. - o B SR
The Republican leaders of the house, kn 10 DA
that the Demoeretie vote added to the Repub-
lican vote against it, made success impossible, =
put it over t¢ the next session, R
A Republican committes in the senate
ported a bil. providing for universal compulsory
military training” at an estimated 00‘,*’*5!" fﬁ :
000,000,000 a year. A poll of the Democratie  *
senators was taken, and it was found the;
wera nearly all against the bill, the 'R
lican leaders dropped the compulsory fdea ‘sn
gubstituted a provision for a voluntary’ sy
This was dropped in the conference, |
in view of the facts above recorded, who
believe that universal compulsory t
not an Issue being tdken into consideration,
But the evaders evaded It, and we gop" ‘ 1
the country with a platform that offers no pro-
test to the Republican efforts to secure this dan-
gerous and expensive Innovation, Upp £ 000

The convention evaded also any "ml' B8
remedy for political ecorruption. THe < e

brought before the investigation 'commu(..‘ih__
veloped into a scandal that made two of the
Republican candidates ullvulubu.'”'ﬂ"

found that Governor Lowden had spént ‘&)

$376,000 of his own money on his Ean

and that General Wood had spent
like a million and a half of money
by friends. .

Here surely, was an opportunity to take ad
vantage of popular indignation already rising
because of the Newberry scandal, Mt‘c‘ ‘
vention contents itself with denunciation withe =
out presenting any effective remedy. ~ “#iao - o

I presented a very simple plank, wved
Hon, Vance McCormick, eltiirman of the D
cratic ‘hational committee, in 13965  He 'k
full knowledge of the manner in which our
is handicapped by the impossibility of
our side before the publie, ‘
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was defeated In the resolutions e by

only one majority, but it was shouted down by

the convention after Chairman Glass an
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down. We go before the country m 2
plapk that does not suit Mr., Gompers i |
which does not contain any definite plan for
protection of the general publle, who, W G
not directly interested in a strike or IMTL 2 5
guffer from all strikes and lockouts. , "

Here again the evaders carried o
policy. - But the greatest triumph of the evad A
was won on what they call their m
{gsue. They ask the country to endorse the a0
party's position on ratification when they de-
liberately evade theé real issue. The plank &
originally proposed declares for ratification wi
out surrendering ‘;:!{emﬁitu provisions. Th 8, ‘53 1'-
of cou y o gl
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