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A Washington dispatch dated May 24, eays:
Anthority to accept for the United States a man=
datory over Armenia was asked of congress to-

iy by President Wilson.
) ¢ president Informed the senate that he had
PO the invitation of the allled supreme
council that he undertake to arbitrate the ques-
tions of the boundary between Turkey and Ar-
menia, saying he had thought it his duty “to ac-
cept this dificult and delicate task."

Provision for mandates is made In the peace
treaty and it is set forth that such mandates
shall be executed under the league of nations but
gince the United States is not & member, admin-
fstration officials said if congress decidéed that
the United States should act for Armenia
the treaty provisions would be waived in this
case. -

The question of a mandate over Armenia was
discussed in the report of the American mission
to Armenia, headed by Major General Harbord,
recently presented to the senate. The general
estimated that acceptance of the mandate would
necoessitate the presence of fifty thousand Ameri-
can troops there, Other estimates however, have
placed it at less, once the Turkish army had bee
demobilized. - \

After referring to the senate resolution the
president said:

*I received and read this document with great
interest and with genuine gratification, not only
because it embodied my own convictions and
feelings with regard to Armenia and its people,
but also, and more particularly,. because it
seemed to me the voice of the American people

ressing thelr genuine convictions and deep

~ Christian sympathies and intimating the line of
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duty which seemed to them to lie clearly before
us.
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4 “I cannot but regard it as providen'ttal and not
- a8 a more casual coincidence, that almost at the

~ pame time 1 received information that the com-
ference of statesmeén now sitting at San Remo
for the purpose of working out the details of
peace with the central powers which it was not
‘feasible to work out in the conference at Paris,
had formally resolved to address a definite ap-
I to this government to. accept & mandate
or Armenia. They were at pains to add they
. did this not from.the smallest desire to evade
any obligations which they might be expected to
Jndertake, but because the responsibilities which
~ they are already obliged to bear in connection
. Wwith the disposition of the former Ottoman
. empire will strain their capacities to the utter-
~.:l|o¢t and because that the appearance on the
: scene of a power emancipated from the pre-
. Possessions of the old world will inspire a wider
'#-;fmlldenue and afford a firmer guarantee for
¢ stability in the future than would the selection
0. .““;d} any European power.
e TRUST OF CIVILIZATION
| ':,‘é-;ﬂlﬂy in the conference at Paris it was agreed
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B consequence of the late war have ceased to
" be under the sovereignty of the states which
. formerly governed them, and which are in-
~ Dbabited by peoples not yet able to stand by them-
¢ selves under the strenuous conditions of the
*. modern world, there should be applied the prin-
. ciple that the well-being and development of
RV “,.?0& peoples form a sacred trust of civilization
hA that securities for the performance of this
+  trust should be afforded.

". © "It was recognized that certain communities
e erly belonging to the Turkish empire have
ched a stage of development where their ex-
noe as independent nations can be provision-

Iy recognized, subject to the rendering of ad-
nistrative advice and assistance by a mandat-
¥ until such time as they are able to stand

' “It is in pursuance of this principle and with
"~ & desire of affording Armenia such advice and
@apsigtance that the statesmen -conferring at San
emo have formally requested this government

th assume the dufles of mandatory in Armenia.

At the same sitting it was resolved to request

lhe president of the United States to undertake

bitrate the difficult question of the boundary -

betweeen Turkey and Armenia and the Villayets

*, of Erzerum, Trebizond, Van and Bitlis, and it
:-",meed to accept his decision thereupon, as

¥oll as any stipulation he may prescribe as to

8 @ sea for the independent state of
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t to those colonies and territories which as

~ President Asks Aid for Armenia

Armenia. In pursuance of this action, it was
resolved to embody in the treaty with Turkey
and Armenia and the other high contracting
parties agree to refer to the arbitration of the
president of the United States of America of the
question of the boundary between Turkey and
Armenia in the Vilayets of Erzerum, Trebizond,
Van and Bitlis, and to accept his decision there-
upon as well as any stipulationg he may prescribe
as to access to the sea for the independent state
of Armenia, pending that decision the boundaries
of Turkey and Armenia to remain as at present.
1 have thought it my duty to accept this diffi-
cult and delicate task.

ASKS CONGRESS TO GRANT POWER

“In response to the invitation of the council
at San Remo, I urgently advise and request that
the congress grant the executive power to accept
for the United States a mandate over Armeénia.
I make this suggestion in the earnest belief that
it will be the wish of the people of the United
States that this should be done. The sympathy
with Armenia has proceeded from no single por-
tion of our people, but has come with extraord-
inary spontaneity and sincerity from the whoie
of the great body of christilan men and women
in this country by whose free will offerings Ar-
menia has practically been saved at the most
critical juncture of its existence. This great and
generous people have made the cause of Armenia
their own. It is to this people and to their gov-
ernment that the hope and earnest expectations
of the struggling people of Armenia turn as they
emerge from a period of indescribable suffering
and peril and I hope that the congress will think
it wise to meet the hope and expectation with
the utmost liberality. I know from unmistak-
able evidence given by responsible representa-
tives of many peoples struggling towards inde-
pendence and peaceful life again that the govern-
ment of the United States is looked to with ex-
traordinary trust and confidence, and I believe
it would do nothing less than arrest the hopeful
processes of civilization if we were to refuse the
request to become the helpful friends and ad-
visers of such of these peoples as we may be au-
thoritatively and formally requested to guide
and assist,

CRITICAL KIND OF TASK

“I am conscious that I am urging upon the
congress a very critical choice, but I make the
suggestion in the confidence that I am speaking
in the spirit and in accordance with the wishes
of the greatdst of the Christian peoples. The
sympathy for Armenia among our people has
sprung from untainted consciences, pure Chris-
tain faith and an earnest desire to see Christian
people succored in their time pf suffering and

‘lifted from their abject subjection and distress

and enabled to stand upon their feet and take
their place among the free nations of the world.
Our recognition of the independence of Armenia
will mean genuine liberty and assured hap-
piness for.her people if we fearlessly undertake
the daties of guidance and assistance involved
in the functions of a mandatory. It Is there-
fore, with the most earnest hopefulness and with
the feeling that I am giving advice from which
the congress will not willingly turn away that
I urge the acceptance of the investigation now
formally and solemnly extended us by the coun-
cil at San Remo into whose hands has passed
the task of composing the many complexities
and diffculties of government in the one-time
Ottoman empire and the maintenance of order
and tolerable conditions of life in those portions
of that empire which it is no longer possible
in the interest of civilization to leave under the

government of the Turkish authorities them-
selves,”

PRESIDENT VETOES KNOX PEACE PLAN

The Knox resolution, restoring normal con-
ditions without a formal treaty, and adopted
by Dboth branches of congress, was vetoed by
President Wilson, May 27. A later effort to over-
ride the veto failed.

message follows:
':I'ro ttha Hogse cr;tl {l{epreaentatlves:
*I return, herewith, without m
House Joint Resolution 327, intendad Btlgn :;;;:1
the joint resolution of April 6, 1917, declaring
a state of war to exist between the United
States and Germany, and the joint resolution

The full text of the veto

]

Iaring a state of war to er.
Illﬂ the Anﬂtr()_

of Dec. 7, 1917,
ist between the _
Hungarian Government, and to declare g state
-~ not folt at liberty
‘I have to sign this

resolution because I cannot bring myself tgotl::
come party to an action which would place ip.
effaceable upon the gallantry and honor
of the d States, The resolution gecks to
establiskt with the German Empire with-
out exacting from the German Government any
action by way of setting right the infinite
wrongs which it did to the peoples whom it at-
tacked and whom we professed it our purpose

to assist when we entbred the war.
18 SACRIFICE IN VAIN?

“Have we sacrificed the lives of more than
100,000 Americans and ruined ‘the lives of
thousands of others and brought upon thoy-
sands of American families an unhappiness that
can never end for purposes which we do not now
care to state or take further steps to attain?
The attainment of these purposes is provided for
in the Treaty of Versailles by terms deemed ade-
quate by the leading statesmen and experts of
the great peoples who were associated in the
war against Germany. Do we not now care to
join in the effort to secure them?

“We entered the war most reluctantly. Our
people were profoundly disinclined to take part
in a European war, and at last did so only be-
causé they became convinced that it could not
in truth be regarded as only a Buropean war,
but must be regarded as a war in which civiliza-
tion itself was involved and human rights of
every kind as against a belligerent Government.
Moreover, when we entered the war we set forth
very definitely the purposes-for which we en-
tered, partly because we did dot wish to be con-
sldered as merely taking part in a European
contest. '

“This joint resolution which I return does
not seek to accomplish any of these objects,
but in effect makes a complete surrender of the
rights of the United States so far as the German
Government is concerned. A treaty of peace
was signed at Versailles on the 28th day of June
last which did seek to acomplish the objects
which we had declared to be in our minds, be-
cause all the great Governments and peoples
which united against Germany had adopted our
declarations of purpose as their own and had
in solemn form embodied them in communica-
tions to the German Government preliminary to
the armistice of Nov. 11, 1918,

TREATY REJECTED BY SENATE

“But the treaty as signed at Versailles has
been rejectéd by the Senate of the United States,
though it has been ratified by Germany. By
that rejection and by its methods we had in ef-
fect declared that we wish to draw apart and
pursue objects and interests of our own, un-
hampered by any connections of interest or of
purpose with other Governments and peoples.

“*Notwithstanding the fact that upon our en-
trance into the war we professed to be seeking
to assist in the maintenance of common interests
nothing is said in this resolution about the
freedom of navigation upon the seas, or the re-
duction of armaments, or the vindication of the
rights of Belgium, or the rectification of wrongs
done to France, or the release of the Christian
populations of the Ottoman Empire from the
intolerable subjugation which they have had for
80 Thany generations to endure, or the estab-
lishment of an independent Polish state, or the
continued maintenance of any kind of a under-
standing among the great powers of the world
which would be caleulated to prevent in the fu-
ture such ontrages as Germany attempted and
in part. consummated,

“We have now in effeet declared that we do
not care to take any further risks or to assumse
any further responsibilities with regard to the
freedom of nations or the sacredness of interna-
tional obligations or the safety of independent
peoples. Such a peace with Germany-—a peace
in which none of the essential interests whw’h
we had at heart when we entered the war 18
safeguarded—is, or ought to be, inconceivable:
is inconsistent with the dignity of the United
States, with the rights and liberties of her citl®
zens, and with the very fundamental conditions
of civilization. =y

“I hope that in these statements I have huig
ficiently set forth the reasons why I have felt
incumbent upon me to withhold my signature.

(Signed) WOODROW WII'J.SON-

“The White House, May 27, 1920.




