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The Commoner

OUR OCOMMONEST GREAT COMMONER

(From The Chlcago Tribune.)
The American people had two greal leaders
in the last twenty or moro years. One was
Bryan re-

maing. Washington reports that he again looms,
Looming 18 a portentous political posture. Mr.

Bryan may loom as long as he lives.

He 18 expected to dominate the Jackson day
dinner assemblage of Democratic candlidates for
the presidency in Washington Jan, 8. Mr, Me-
Adoo declines to he loomed upon or agalust.
He will not eat under Mr, Bryan's shadow,

. Roosevelt was the inspiration of the republie.
Bryan 8 its reality. Roosevelt's achievements
were In realities, but his power was in In-
gpiration, DPryan himself is the rsality. He
is the expression of the normal American citi-
gen.

Ho will be a leader, so long an ho lves, be-
eause he is the expression of the normal habit,
taste, moral thought, custom, and habit of
life. He would no more go to Africa to hunt
Hous or to Brazil to explore rivers than would
the normal American clitizen who has a fireside
or an easy chair. He would be as lost at a
pleture exhibit as the normal citizen. He ig
one of the readers of Harold Bell Wright. He
would not be interested in a cheewink, except as
8 bird of some kind, and he would not know a
warbler from a hermit thrush.

‘He 18 the tremendous expresgion of normal

~ Amerfcan life, kindly, shrewd, active, with a

simple power of eloguence which s mighty in its
effect. He is not only a democrat in political
principle. He is a democrat in knowledge, taste,
apd custom, in amiability and benevolonre. He
15 o leader because he is a reflection. t

' Boviet Russia Is trying (o level humanity, part-
by the slow process of ralsing up a malor-
{;y' and partly hy the quick process of cutting
e minority down. - Heallly, good natured
ung Chinamon, Lenine's killers, laop off the
ads of Russiars who do or might, whether by
intelligence or position, stand higher than the
rest. Lenine emn'oys Chinamen berause thoy
a&re so uncmotional. A head on or off is & mat-
ter of smuall corsenuence, A Lead on means a
mouth to fill, It is better for many men to dle,
We Lave a horror of this revolution because
of thn violence with which it keeps a scythe
trave'ing along the ordained level, eutting off
anyihiog which appears above ‘the pralrie of
heads, Wo have not examined ourselves or we
should find that our principles are closer to the
Rrsslan than we thought.

i wOur idess do not touch property, or touch it
only slight, aud because we are not trying to
erlablish an economic communism we fail to see
Con-
Bieas Is a hotbed of leveling. Congress is an
oxpre-«ion of the American people. Mr. Bryan
f#.the expreasion.

Mr. Bryan was for bringing gold and silver to
a'level,  He would not have an aristocracy of
efireoncy imposéed on the masses. He was for
prohibition, natlonal prohibition, when the most

© timid wet never lost an hour's sleep over the

possibility  of what Is now
aguinst the trusts,
8§ voice for the

a fact. He was
He was the most tremend-
leveling of industry and for

" S Sponcer sald that the coming slavery would
be fouud In the subjugation of the individual
20 the mass. Tho most serfous problem in the

stenance of the natlon is that of distribution,
t if an organization is perfected with a 8ys-
m of distribution which the mass of distri-
itors cannot meet in competition, government,
m}mung popular sentiment, makes the organ-
tlon reduce to the level-—or tries to.
Thn essence of our legislation is leveling. In
Aftugo we cannot get a subway because it
bt further increase the difference between
g6, soction of the city, in which activity is
mcantrated, and the others In which it is
fuge We might indeed demand that every
over five stories high have ftg upper
¥ lopped off. Hablt and customs, taste

A oty must submit to the regimen of a

village. We are willing to make everything
universal except military training.

In this day Mr. Dryan is more poweriul than
he ever was. He may never be president. He
may not even be a candidate for president
again., But he remains a natural leader, the
naturalest leader the American people have.

He Is the commonc L great commoner we ever
had.

WILLIAM J. BRYAN AGAIN

The dinner given in honor of Willlam J.
Bryan in Washington the other dav by ex-Gov.
Folk, of Missouri, with the active puarticipation
of fourteen Democratic gsenators, 111y or may not
be the prelude to an organized ati mpt to nomin-
ate the former boy orator of the Platte as the
Democratic candidate for the presidency. But the
developments at the feast certainly seemed to
furnish evidence of Col, Bryan's political vital-
ity.

It has become the fashion, even among Demo-
crats to regard the perpetual candidate for the
presidency in the light of & mirth-provoking per-
sonality. Mr. Bryan's host took the opportunity
of the presence of the high lights of the party
at the Shoreham dinner to point out that some
of the radical departures which the Nebraskan
has preached early and often, and which have
been denounced by both Republicans and Demo-
crats a® a revelation of his visionary state of
mind, have become present actualities.

Among them are woman suffrage and prohibi-
tion, which two decades ago were inscribed upon
the Bryanite banners amid considerable laughter
and ironical applause. Even Mr, Bryan's espousal
of the cause of sllver seems to acquire some
posthumous justifcation from the rise in
value of that metal which has given it a slight
advaun(age over gold for the time being:

Eclioes from the gold room at the Shoreham,
where the feast was held, would scem to Indiecate
the posasibility that Mr. Bryan may be heard
from to some purpose at the Democratic national
convention next summer,

William J. Bryan has shown such remarkable
capacity fer self-resurrection that even the most
confirmed uwon-Bryanite need not be unduly
astonished at his reappearance as a formidable

aspirant for  presidential honors.—New - York
Evening Mail,

ME. WM. J. BRYAN AGAIN IN THE POLITL
CAL RING

In contemplating the political possibilities.of
the immediate future do not fall to consider
Mr. Willlam Jennings Bryan. He is in the ring
as a worker and his wishes and offorts will eut
no small figure in the events political during
the year 1920,

Mr, Bryan's old . followers have never lost
faith in his ability, his patriotism, or in his
marvelous grasp of fmportant questions, In
many things he was much ahead of his time,
but developments in nearly every case vindie-
cated his position.

Big interests and corrupt interests all over
the land fought him with the vigor of despera-
tion but the plain people believed in him and
believe in him today as firmly as ever. He stood
(for the election of U, 8. senatars by the people
when . every corrupt and legislature controlling
corporation in the country wasg against it. He
advocated universil suffrage when it was little
more than a joke to be om that side of the
question. He had previously advocated about
every practical step of progressive and humane
legislation that the progressive party afterwards
took up and appropriated as their own,

And Mr. Bryan has been considering the serij-
ous questions that confront the people today
and he is likely to be heard from in & manner
to make the weaklings in polities tremble. He
sces the labor question, not as a political hobby
but as the embodiment of a humane principle;
whose Just solution on lines of Christian
brotherhood and equality, is essential
world's progress and to a
rights of mankind. ' _

Mr. Bryan is not a faddist, but a careful, con-
scientious, able student of conditions and events
and as long as he lives and has his health he
will continue to be a factor that must be reck-
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oned with by those endeavoring to shape the
political affairs of the nation, He has the pe-
culiar trait of being wtrong with party loaqers
as well as with the man at his daily wor)
Few men of modern times have been as
thoroughly trusted and as fully honored by the
men who dig the ditches, run the engines anq
wield the hammer as is Mr. Bryan. One inter.
ested In sudfi matters some time ago asked g
dozen workers whom they regarded
Ereatest statesman of the present era, Ap amaz-
ingly large number sald “Bryan.” 7This WS
In New York State where Mr. Bryan was never
coligidered strong and at a time when he ap-
peared to be in, political retiracy. One man
on-a builders’ scaffold, hearing the convers,.
tion, called down, *“You'll hear from
again, They can't down a*good man'"

No one can eay at this stage what turn fMairs
may take, but it 1s pretty safe to conclude that
thﬁ.\ man . named to lead the democratic fiph;
will' be one who has the friendly aid of Mr
Bryan. BSome political opponents deeply inter.
ested in seelng Mr. Bryan keep out of the
game, are quoting with apprehension, some cx-
tracts from the editorial colummns of his paper,
The Commoner.

One editorial, entitled: *“The Philistines be
upon thee,” calls upon the democratic party to
“be aroused by some such startling warning as
that used to stir Sampson to deeds of strength
and refers to the present state of the demo-
eratic party as “palsied.”

In another editorial Mr. Bryan's paper asks:
"“What is the matter: Is this the party (hat
triumphed in 1912 and wrote such a glorions
chapter of rdéforms between 1913 and 19172
What has palsied the party's arm and sapped
its vigor?”

The inference seems to be plain that Mr
Bryan thinks his party is falling into the hands
of these politicians, and that it is time for some
Sampson to lead it forth to new victories, -
Albany, N, Y., Times-Union.
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THE OOMMONER EMERGES

Mr. Bryan's appearance in Washington at the
critical stage of the peace treaty fight seems to
demonstrate a willingness on his part to re-
enter politics, Conditions have (/| . tainly
shgped themselves so as to permit his playing
an important part in the next Democratic na-
tional convention. Presldent Wilson's health
precludes any serious thought of nominating
Lhim for a third term. Moreover, the second
Wilson administration has so disorganized the
Democratic party that a candidate free from
administration assoclations is likely to be
sought.

When Mr., Bryan left the cabinet he broke
definitely with the Wilgon regime. Ho has
been in retirement four yvears and a half. He
could make his own campaign or his own is-
sues, He sald jokingly a few days ago that
Democratic prospects were 8o pogr it would be
perfectly natural for the party to want to draft
him. Ruonning for President has always been
a diversion for Mr, Bryan. He has thrived oo
defeats. A party looking for a cheerful long
shot nominee couldn’t do much better than to
D;C(;is the undaunted loser of 1896, 1900 and
1 ! .

At all events, Mr, Bryan evidently intends to
figure conspicuously in the Democratic national
convention of 1920. If he is there sparks will
fly. And if any residuary legatee of the Wil
ton administration 18 nominated—well, there
is the haunting memory of Judge Parker's cam-
paign of 1904, —New York Tribuune.

MR. BRYAN

To Omaha today comes agaln William Jen-
nings Bryan, Nebraska’s best known citizen, and
the man who has the ear of the country as none
other has, : -

Mr, Bryan has been pronounced politically
dead many times. Yet the rumblings of a new
presidential campalgn are hardly heard before
he bobs up with something to say, and the whole
nation stops to listen. He has suffered defeats
which would have put an ordinary man into com-
plete political oblivion, But today hundreds o!
naewspapers are commenting upon him as a poten-
tial candidate for the presidency.

This happens because B is a tighter and
a patural born leader, andmnle he is guided
by a deep-seated conviction that the things for
which he stands are right. He combines with &
keen political sagacity a fearless championship
of Issues which appeal to him as vital. His
repeated comebacks are doubtless possible be-
cause of his firm belief that the world moves
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