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The Superman Dead

Nietzsche tried to substitute worship of the
wguperman’’ for the worship of God. He dreamed
of a lawless human being, living without re-

straint and free to do as he pleased, regardless -

of consequences to others,

Following his logic to its legitimate conclu-
glon he looked upon religion as the doctrine of
| degenerates and upon democracy as a refuge for
| weaklings. The kaiser was the most” modern
" fllustration of one who thought himself a super-
man. In him the “will to power” was given

B free reign and he was rudy to trample on any-

thing or any person in his way.

But he fell, and, with him, autocracy went
down. His fall stimulated a revival of the prin-
_elple of love and confidence in dealings between
ndividuals and nations, and in.his fall dem-

'. y found a nwuh! _. S

vis, that authority eomen dou froh tlle
at-the top; the other, the demoeratic theory,
that authority comes up fro = the people.

The democratic theory has trinmphed; it is
_spreading throughout,the world; it is the theory
of the democratic party in the United States.

New issues have arisen; they must be decided
by the votcrs. Let the.people get together in
their several communities and compare views.
Let them communicate thefr conclusions to those
Wwho represent them -— then and thenm only cin
the representatives at Wuhingﬁon lpe:k with
the authority of the pebple. = *

Study — decide — lmltruct.

-

W. J. BRYAN,

Universal military tnlnlu‘r Not if the peace,
Boon to be agreed upon, promlua to be perma-
Bent. This is not a good time to establish in

the United States the Prussianism ovor-thrown in
Germany,
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THE ROL!.: OF HONOR

List of States That' Hate Ratified the
National Prohibition LConstitua-
tional Amendment

i*\il‘SSIBSIPPI Jan. 8, 1918.
«—VIRGINIA, Jan. 11, 1918,
g— KFNTUCKY Jan, 14. 1918,
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4+—SOUTH CAROLINA Jan. 25, 1918.
b NORTH DAKOTLA, Ja-. 25, 1918,
> MARYLAND, Feb. 13, 1918.
;- :VIONTANA Feb, 19, 1318
S s
E, March 1 1918,
11—-—sou'r DAKOTA. ein 20, 1918.
2—-MAS CHUSETTS, 1 2, 1918,
ﬁARIZONA May 24, lus
g ?—GEORGIA June 26, 1.1'.
—L()UISIANA., , 1918,
15—FLORIDA, N Iur' ﬂ; 1918,
20 0@©®@©©co.o..w_¢¢=“be.o
ks P ‘|| '.I|-.!A E.’ o et b
B ,.r L, 3

later becomeé a government
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The Commoner

wishes a .
Merry Christmas
_ and a

HappyNew Year

to Everyone, Every-
where, and For-
ever.

PRIVATE MONOPOLY INDEFENSIBLE
L prhrate mononoly 1; lnddtenllhle and ln-

"~ Joyed by all people and not.
. 18 still too solﬁsn to-be entrus

a mounopoly is able to exeréise. It is for this
reason that a telephone monopoly is intolerable.
The telephone system has become as necessary
a factor in business and social intercourse as the
mails and for the same reason must sooner or
monopoly — the
gooner the better. But in the telephone husiness
a very clear line can be' drawn between long
distance messages and local calls, It would seem
better, therefore, to divide the system and put
the long distance lines under federal control and
local exchanges under the control of cities or
counties. In this way we could secure the max-
imum of advgntage from public ownership with
the minimum of risk. W. J. BRYAN.

THE ISSUE AT PARIS
The real issue at Paris is whether the peace
agreement will, as the President and Lloyd
George ask, “Initiate on earth the reign of the
Prince of Peace” or invite a return to the
Nietzeche theory with {ts “old national rivalries,
animosities and competitive armaments.’”” That
is the issue — again the world is called upon

to choose between God and Mammon.

GOVERNMENT OWNERSHIP OF TELEGRAPH
SYSTEM

The sentiment In favor of government owner-
ship and operation of the telegraph lines In con-
nection with thé postal gervice Is stronger than
it Is in the matter of telephones and railroads,
The telegraph business will never be turned back

to private corporations.

If peace is to be permanent; if swords are to

. be beaten into plowshares and spears into prun-

ing hooks why not have universal (raining ln
plowing and pmlns"

Republican senatlors who have tried to *‘cash
in” their partisan checks have learned that th~o
earliost date is March 4th, a little ¢ past noon.

The successful management ot the nm*
gystems of the country during the war Is guits
sure to furnish a final and conclusive argument
in favor of governmcnt ownership and it is
worth while, therefore, to consider the large
questions Involved in government ownership.

u"

While the President's authority over the ralle

roads is a war power and will terminate with
the end of the war, the lessons learned are not
likely to be forgotten.

The growth of sentiment in faver of publie
ownership is due In large part to three things,

First, to the economic advantages to be found

in the elimination of watered stock and of the
waste caused by the duplication of roads be-
tween competing points. Second, to the resist-
ance offered by rallroad managers to ol!oru at

plestive, hshlulel-“ 'l'hird'. 191 Sas cosmmy]

- men who, in ttwlr mtb{tlon iocnro !unﬂﬁ

railroad positions, separate themselves from the
mass of the people, and use their influence to
shield the rallroads from needed supervision.

The country has been passing through the
same experience with rallroad corporations that
cities have had with franchise-holding corpora-
tions, and are being driven to government owner-
ship as a matter of self-protection. The war
has simply made more plain the evils ingepar-
ably connected with private ownership, just as
it hag made more clear the necessity for the
abolition of the saloon. While the war lasts
unity of management is necossary; and there is
no time for careful consideration of the qu 's-
tions which must be weighed before a permanent

system can be decided upon.

Believing that government ownership and op-
eration of raflroads will be the
of the President’s action In
management of the railroads during the war, I
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venture to outline a plan which wiH, in my judg.
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