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President Wilson’s Reply to Pope’; Peace Note

President Wilson’s reply to Pope Benedict's
appeal was made public at Washington, August
98. The note was signed by Secretary of State
Lansing. The text of the note follows:

“To His Holiness, Benedictus XV., Pope:

“In acknowledgment of the communication of
your holiness to the belligerent peoples, dated
August 1, 1917, the President of the United
States requests me to transmit the followin
reply: ‘

“Every heart that has not been blinded and
hardened by this terrible war must be touched
by this moving appeal of his holiness, the pope,
must feel the dignity and force of the humane
and generous motives which prompted it, and
must fervently wish that we might take the path
of peace he so persuasively points out. But it
would be folly to take it if it does not in fact
lead to the goal he proposes.

FOR STABLE AND ENDURING PEACE

“Our response must be based upon the stern
facts and upon noihlng else. It is not a mere
cessation of arms he desires; it is a stable and
enduring peace. This agony must not be gone
through with again, and it must be a maiter of
very sober judgment that will insure us
against it. i

“His holiness in substance proposes that we
return to the status quo ante bellum, and that
then there be a general condonation, disarm-
ament, and a concert of nations, based upon an
acceptance of the principle of arbitration; that
by a similar concert freedom of the seas be es-
tablished; and that the territoral claims of
France and Italy, the perplexing problems of the
Balkan states, and the restitution of Poland be
left to such conciliatory adjustments as may be
possible in the new temper of such a peace, due
regard being paid to the aspirations of the peo-
Ples whose political fortunes and affiliations will
be involved,

"It is manifest that no part of this program

[t is not wise to “put new
wine into old ‘bottles” --the
spimt of democracy into au-
tocratic governmental forms.

emocracy must be ex-
pressed through a_govern-
mental orgamzation repre-
| sentative of and responsive
to the people.

—

can be successfully carried out unless the resti-
tution of the status quo ante bellum furnishes a
firm and satisfactory basis for it. The object o}
this war is to deliver the free peoples of the
world from the menace and the actual power of
a vast military establishment controlled by an
irresponsible government which, having gsecretly
planned to dominate the world, proceeded to
carry out the plan without regard either to the
sacred obligations of treaty or the long estab-
lished practices and long cherished principles of
international action and honor; which chose its
own time for the war; delivered its blow fiercely
and suddenly; stopped ‘at no barrier either of
law or of mercy; swept a whole continent within
the tide of blood—not the blood of soldiers only,
but the blood of innocent women and children
also, and of the helpless poor; and now stands
balked, but not defeated, the enemy of four-
fifths of the world. This power igs not the Ger-

man peopis It ig the ruthless masier of the
German people. It 18 uv wweinecs af nnre how

that great people came under its control or sub-
mitted with temporary zest to the domination of
its purpose; but it is our business to see to it
that the history of the rest of the world is no
longer left to its handling.

“To deal with such a power by way of peace
upon the plan proposed by his holin2ss, Lthe pope,
would, so fa. as we can see, involve a recupera-
tion of its strength and a renewal of its policy;
would make it necessary to create a permanent
hostile combination of nations against the Ger-
man people, who are its instruments; and would
result in abandoning the new-born Russia to the
intrigue, the manifold subtle interference, and
the certain counter revolution which would be
attempted by all the malign influences to which
the German government has of late accustomed
the world. Can peace be based upon a restitu-
tion of its power or ‘pon any word of honor it
could pledge in a treaty of gettlement and ac-
commodation?

AMERICA DESIRES NO REPRISALS

“Responsible statesmen must now everywhere
gee, if they never saw before, that no peace can
rest securely upon political or economic restric-
tions meant to benefit some nations and {:-rlpple
or embarrass others, upon vindictive action of
any sort, or any kind of revenge or deliberate
injury. The American people have gsuffered in;
tolerable wrongs at the hands of the impcria.l
German government, but they desire no reprlsa;t
upon the German people, who have thomsel;:;
guffered all things in this war, which they t
not choose. They believe that peace shoulcrl res-
upon the rights of peoples, not the rights o 80!\;
g—the rights of peoples great or small,
|—their equal right to freedom
government and to a par-
erms in the economic op-
|d—the German people of

ernment
weak or powerfu
and security and self-
ticipation upon fair t
portunities of the wor

course included, if they will accept equality and
not seeck domination.

“The test, therefore, of every plan of peace s
this: It is based upon the faith of all the peoples
involved or merely upon the word of an ambi-
tious and intriguing government, on the one

hand, and of a group of free peoples, on the
other? This is a test which goes to the root of
the matter; and it is the test which must be ap-
plied.

PURPOSES KNOWN TO ALL THE WORLD

“The purposes of the United States In this war
are known to the whole world-—to every people
to whom the truth has been permitted to come.
They do not need to be stated again. We seek
no material advantage of any kind, We belleve
that the intolerable wrongs done In this war by
the furious and brutal power of the imperial Ger-
man government ought to be repaired, but_not at
the expense of the soverelgnty of any people—
rather a vindication of the sovereignty both of

wirals aed thoees Mt i BLIVIUE.

thnen thet awman
Punitive damages, the
pires, the establishment of selfish and exclusive
economic leagues, we deem Inexpedient and In
the end worse than futile, no proper basis for a
peace of any kind, least of all for an endvring
peace. That must be based upon Justice and
fairness and the common rights of mankind
“We can not take the word of the present
rulers of Germany as a guarantee of anything
that is to endure, unless explicitly supported by
such conclusive evidence of the will and purpose
of the German people themselves as the other
people of the world would be justified in accept-
ing. Without such guarantees, treaties of set-
tlement, agreements for disarmament, covenants
to set up arb *ration in the place of force, terri-
torial adjustments, reconstitutions of small na-
tions, if made with the German government no
man, no nation could now depend on. We must
awalt some new evidence of the purposes of the

dismemberment of em-
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