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from which a parallel can be drawn.
morally still lives in the stone age.
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Address delivered by tho Rev. Martin D.
Hardin,, D. D., Pastor of Third Presbyterian
Church, Chicago, 111., to tho Union Minister's
Association of Chicago.
Across tho last page of European civilization
in written in letters of blood the tragic word:
"Failure"! Religion, philosophy, science, art,
all
education, commerco and statesmanship
they
as
civilization,
of
tho constructive forces
have been, are weighed in tho balance and found
wanting. Tho religion of the wise and merciful
Christ, except in name only, Is largely abandoned
for the worship of the Moloch of might. Into
Iron hands of this
tho red-ho- t,
hideous heathen diety Europe's children are
being. offered up offered wltn a blind devotion
and an unquestioning stupidity equal to that of
tho most benighted Canaanitish woman of thirty
Ideals and ideas, morals and
centuries ago.
sioney, homes and churches, vast and beautiful
cities, priceless treasures of art, manhood,
womanhood, youth and maidenhood, and most
unthinkable of all, poor, innocent, helpless
childhood all that the heart has loved and the
Christian conscience been taught to revere, is
being fed to this blind Insatiate monster which,
with flaming appetite devours, and stands calling, weok after week and 'month after month,
for more, moro, more!
Tho cultured, and in many respects increasingly fraternal Europe of yesterday has slipped
back into the jungle to imitate tho actions of
tho tiger, and knowing no law higher than that
of tooth and claw.
Men who have thought in their boasted modem wisdom that there is no hell awaiting the
sin of man against God, awake to find that the
fair Europe of yesterday is actually now in a
voritablo weltering hell of blood and tears,
waitings and moanings, insanity and hatreds,
demonical, loveless brutality as awful as any
vision over haunting tho weird imagination of
out-stretche-
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EUROPE OF YESTERDAY GONE PROM THE
FACE OF THE EARTH
garden cultivated,
Tho beautiful,
htippy-homemarvolously cltied, increasingly
restful Europe of yesterday Is gone from tho
face of tho earth, and, for all the men, women
and children of this generation, gone forever.
"With it have vanished millions of long cherished
hopes and golden dreams tho lover's jeweled
anticipations, tho old man's staff, the father's
pride, the tolling, patient mother's comfort and
recompense. To every fireside there is appointed
not beauty for ashes, but ashes for beauty; not
tho oil of gladness for mourning, but mourning
for tho oil of gladness; not the garment of praise
for heaviness, but heaviness for the garment of
praise. Yes, tho heaviness of the destruction of
millions of tho strongest, bravest and likeliest
makers of tomorrow's happiness and greatuess;
and, added to all this, tho heaviness of such a
war dobt that Europe's peasantry already bowed
and bent, shall, like tho Christ, stagger and fall
fainting to the earth under the weight of the
very cross upon which they and their children's
children for a century to come are to be crucified.
Tho mind not moved by this infinite tragedy
to seek something radically different in the way
of national and international policy from that
which has ended thus, is to many of us incomprehensible.
And yet, at this very hour, with
Europe torn and bleeding, burning and dying
beforo our very eyes, we have here in the United
States, men who dare to draw from this situation
this lesson only: that America, now on a scale
such as Bhe has never before practiced, must arm
and gijve herself to the gospel of preparedness
for tho mysterious enemy just as Europe has
done for tho last forty years. Lord Rosebery
Bald recently, and he expressed the sentiment of
the best minds in Europe: "I know nothing
moro disheartening than the announcement recently made that the United States
the one
great country left in tho world free from the
hideous, bloody burden of war
is about to
embark upon the building of a huge armada
destined to be equal or second to our own."
Wo are being asked not to see that the very
thing which has landed Europe in hell is this
. same gpspel of preparedness. More than anything
olsg, that which has brought Europe to her present plight has been a brutal belief in the efficacy
of force a stupid superstition tha,t national stability, commerce, art, civilization, and in the
last analysis, even Christianity itself, rests, not
upon conformity to the moral order of the
art-crowne-

d,

ifc

d,

al

re-ar- m.

is-b-

4

