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- The Commoner

Bomebody finally brought forward a
chair and he was able to rise from
his knees to a more comfortable po-
gition. He signed more than 1,600
cards before his wrist became too
tired to do anything more. Then Mrs.
Bryan, who accompanied him to this
city, Insisted that he desist.

“When the crowds found where
Mrs. Bryan sat, hundreds pressed up-
on her to countersign their cards. She
was able to put her signature on a
few, until the police <leared a way
through the press and drove the mul-
titudes back.

“This was the dramatic conclusion
of what was probably the largest and
most enthusiastic temperance rally
ever held in this country and prob-
ably in the world — the inaugural
gathering of the newly-formed Na-
tional Total Abstinence Union—an
organization formed by the Federal
Council of Churches in America —
non-gectarian, non-political and pure-
ly personal. This organization will
attack the temperance problem in the
old way by getting people to sign the
pledge and will not take any action
in legislative matters, holding to the
doctrine that by decreasing the de-
mand the liquor business will be grad-
ually killed without governmental ac-
tion.

Shed Packed to Its Limits

““Secretary Bryan was selected to
give the movement its start, because
of his lofg and consistent record as
an opponent of rum drinking. Phi-
adelphia was chosen as the place to
start the nation-wide movement, be-
cause this city is just concluding the
most remarkable religious revival of
its history-—the Billy Sunday cam-
paign. The Sunday Tabernacle was
designated as the meeting place be-
cause it can seat 18,000 persons and
supply standing room for 2,000 more,
and also because of its associations.

“The results last night justified all
three selections. The size of the
crowd was astounding. Fully 35,000
persons tried to get into the building,
but only 20,000 could be packed in-
side, It had been arranged to hold
overflow meetings on the side, but the
crowds evidently wanted to hear Bry-
an or nobody, as the disappointed
ones went away when refused admis-
gion.

‘“It was distinetly a Billy Sunday
crowd, every mention of the evangel-
ist’'s name bringing forth tumultous
applause, Billy’s hymns were sung by
his own choir, but Billy was not there.
In the last minute'he sent a personal
note to Secretary Bryan, saying he
was too tired to attend.

Ma Sunday Speaks

“Ma Sunday was there, however,
and she spoke a few words to the
crowd, telling them that she might
have gotten Billy there if she had in-
sisted. Hundreds in the audience
called upon her to go home and get
him, but she smilingly refused.

“Secretary Bryan was the only
speaker who talked at length. Sev-
eral other addresses were made, but
they were brief and the whole crowd
was waiting to hear him. He deliv-
ered a stirring sermon on the cost of
alcoholie drink in physical and moral
strength and in money, begging and
pleading with the audience to forsake
the habit,

“A striking: feature of the meeting
was the cheering. In various paris
of the hall were stationed delegations
from various colleges and high
schools, each of whom gave their yells
from time to time. Boys from the
Central h.gh school, seated directly
in front of the platform, took the
palm for cheering. They also had a
song which ran:-

“Willlam, Willlam Jennings Bryan,
“We'll take to grape juice yet.
“This caught the secretary’s fancy

benefit. ‘The Brewer's Big Horses’
also was never sung with more fire
and noise than last night.

Ovation for Secretary

‘““The time for the meeting last
night was seven o'clock, but by 6.15
the tabernacle was jammed to the
doors and they were beginning to
turn away the crowds. To keep the
crowd busy until the meeting started,
H. C. Lincoln, the choir leader, start-
ed everybody singing the Billy Sun-
day hymns. This was kept up for a
half hour.

“Then suddenly Becretary Bryan

THE PRESS AND THE RIGHT

The press is the greatest moral
forece in the United States.

Yel, when Becretary of State Wil
llam J. Bryan declined to serve booze
to his officlal guests, what had the
presa to say, knowing what it knows?

Has it mentioned him with honor
as a high examplar of a great moral
purpose?

Far from it.

He has been ridiculed, ecartooned,
lambasted and pursued with the small
malice of cheap wit. The average
reader might naturally suppose that
sobriety was a disgraceful thing In

TO HIS CREDIT

Becretary of State Bryan took &
night off last Monday and went o
Philadelphia, only a short run from
Washington, to make a total abstin-
ence speech In the big auditorium
just vacated by Billy Sunday. For
this he has been ridiculed by those
who can see nothing good in what he
does, and try to Induce the people to
believe that he is little short of &
mountebank.

But Mr. Bryan's work in Philadel-
phia was worthy any honorable gen-
tleman. It Is related that at the close
of his address—and he can make one
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dinary ethics, he sounded it. And
that is the note to which the public
most readily responds.

We catch there the clew not only
to Mr. Bryan's influence, but also to
Mr. Roosevelt's. No matter how
much technical polities there might
have been In it in essence, the pro-
gressive movement was for the rank
and file essentially a moral revolt.
It was the note of moral indignation
that roused and led it on. And when
that indignation subsided, no political
issues availed to hold the rank and
file's allegiance, .

Much the same thing may be said
of President Wilson. His experience,
his abilities, his steadfastness in pur-
suit of objects clearly perceived—
these are natural elements of his
strength. But the greatest element,
as far as the public I8 concerned, is
the moral note which recurs from
time to time in all his utterances.

From now on the moral note prom-
ises to grow more and more import-
ant in our politics. The old idea of
public affairs as a cold business
transaction is rapidly being tempered
with newer ideas of public respon-
gibility and wide humanity. The hu-
man element is coming into its own.
The tendency is to answer more and
more emphatically the age-long ques-
tion: “Am I my brother’s keeper?”

This does not mean that politics
will become sermonesque. It does
not mean that what one side assumes |
to be the exclusively moral view of
any question will necessarily triumph
over views no less sincerely held by
thousands of other citizens., It does
not mean that the morality of an
issue always will be absolutely clear.
There still will remain division on
moral questions more or less respon-
sive to temperamental or acquired
differences of people.

But it does mean that the day of
the mere politician—of the national
leader who bases his claim to leader-
ship on his skill as a strategist and
his opportunism as a statesman—is
about ended. Henceforth the man
who expects to impress himself on the
great American public must ground
his appeal on wide sympathy, on lofty
aims and moral earnestness. — New

—and then wait and see how much enjoyment they will get watching for
the coming of the birds to your own home yard. Nothing could please them
quite ag much as this Beauntiful Wren House which we are giving without
cost to all who accept our special limited offer given below., Nothing will
glve them as much entertainment and instruction as the study of birds and
thelir habits. The wren is one of our most useful birds, Is found in all parts
of the United States, and Is known as the sweetest of all American song
birds. He wlll come anywhere and stay from April until Beptember if he
can find suitable lodgings. This little house Is bullt just right to suit his
requirements and will perfectly protect him from the sparrow, May be
placed In & tree, on 4 post, or hung on the silde of the house or barn. Here
is our offer:
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Little Folks 18 a strictly high-class monthly magazine for young children.
taken by over 100,000 mothers for the educational, entertalning and in-
structive features it contalins.

Little Folks provides continueous entertalnment for
the children, and enough of it to keep them busy the
whole year round. Little Folks I8 a source of inspira-
tion and help for little chlldren %nd all who have te
do with them.

Little Folks is “a story teller, a picture-book, & play-
fellow, an out-of-school ma ne,” full of simple, sun-
shiny fun, that fosters In every child those moral and
mental qualities which every mother loves so much

The magazine contalns the very best stories by the
very best writers for chlidren, the editors are ever
#o careful not to include any stories that might stim-
-lsto“tho imagination along harmful, or even unessen-
tial lines.

When these stories are finished ‘here are ty of
' pretty eolored pictures and colored paper dolls which
the child can cut up without regret—for another number will come right
along to take its place as an entertainer.

Accept this offer mow and send us only $1. The Wren House will be
ship to you promptly, all charges prepald. Address
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