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Public vs. Private Ownership of Water

Power

By Silas M. Bryan, a student at
the University of Nebraska.

In several states, water power ls
of such a negligible quantity as to

ership, but taken as a whole, the
power possibilities represent a tre-
mendous interest which demands
There are at least
two reasons why public ownership is
more desirable than ownership by
private corporation; public owner- |
ship is necessary for the early de-!
velopment of our water power, and |
will provide cheaper service,

While it is true that many of the
large power plants have been devel-
oped by private organizations, it
must also be conceded that they have

a still greater number. Nebraska's
experience, while not conclusive, fur-
nishes a typical example. In Ne-
braska the water rights on the four
most important projects have been |
granted for nearly twenty years, yeti
there has heen nothing done toward
actual developmnant., 1t also happens
that these projects are largely con-
trolled by private corporations al-
ready operating power plants in the
gtate. Such conditions would lead|
us to infer that the private power |
plants are holding these power sites |

on power production. It is very true
that conditions similar to those of
Nebraska may not be found in every
state, but it can be safely said that
they at least indicate a tendency of
the private corporations to stifle
cheaper power.

The more important point to con-
sider is the low rate possible under
public ownership. The very nature
of the public owned plant allows
greater philanthrophy in the matter
of rates, because such a plant does

dividends to encourage investment,
but merely large enough to retire its
bonds and pay its running expenses.
Its sole purpose is to give the best
gervice at the lowest cost to the con-
sumer. The private corporation,
even though it tries to maintain
good service at a low rate, must na-
turally make its rate high enough to
produce dividends, and this differ-
ence means much to the consumer.

The experience of the Province of
Ontario, Canada, furnishes an in-
teresting example of what the public
can do in the direction of cheap rates.
The fact that Ontario is particularly
rich in water power will not, I be
lieve, make a compaurison impossible.
The first annual report of the hydro-
electric commission (1909) shows
that the public owned plant made a
remarkably large decrease in ratés.
The cost per one thousand Watt
hours for lighting purposes was re-
duced from fifteen to seven and one-
half cents; the annual cost per horse|
power was reduced from forty dollars
to twenty dollars; the annual
cost per arc lamp was reduced from
gixty-five-fo forty-five dollars. These
statistics show that the public owned
plants are saving the consumer
from thirty-five to fifty per cent of
the power cost.

Not only did they reduce the rates
almost fifty per cent, but they oper-
ated at a profit sufficiently large to
pay for depreciation, retire the bonds,
and meet all expenses without tax-

rt. The sixth annual report of the
ggmmisslon (1914) shows that th
forty-five municipalities gerved net-
ted a profit totaling $451,000, and
that only three of the forty-five op-
erated at a loss, and this loss only
totaled $3,200. Therefore, the con-

Y

sumers are paying Jese for their

power, and the plants are sufficiently
sulf-supporting not to need
which might offset th : cheaper rates.
The Ontario plan is so satisfactory
that the municipalities served are
constantly increasing
port of the commission shows thai
during the year 1912-13, the number
of municipalities served
from twenty-eight to forty-five, and

laxes,

The last re-

increased

that scores of others were on the
waiting list. 8o the review of On-

tario's experiences has proved that|

public ownership can be operated on
a sound financial basis with a great
saving to the consumes,

The argument is often advanced

that the private corporation can
furnish power at as low a rate as
the public owned plant., This may
bhe poseible, but such instances are

very few, and the assertion is gen-|

erally made after the private com-
pany has lost its opportunity to pro-
vide cheap service. If Ontario can
achieve such unqualified success in
publiec ownership of water power,
there seems no very good reason why
a similar plan should not succeed in
other localities.

WORK MAKES SELF RESPECT

We are all poor.
fell any estate in a day.

off. It is an accident.

Misfortune may
it is no
in order to maintain their monopoly | aredit to anybody to be born well |
The rank is
generally the “‘guinea stamp.”” Wealth

want. No one is entitled to a living
who will not work, There Is no dis
vine order of loafers. There Is no
excuge for a so-called '‘lelsure clasgs.”
' The state has two troubles: the pau.
per who Invents & reason for being
fed without toll, and the rich idler
who claims a right to llve from the
work of others. For the one class the
city Is asked to open soup houses and
provide winter bed and keep. For
the other the police are asked to pa-
trol unused mansions, while the
owners, flitting about, attempt to
spend a part of an unearned Income,
Selfl respect (s builded by work of
hand or brain. Immunity because of
money broeds parasites, a class (o be
abhorred. Charity to hard luck
ronnders {8 misdirected sentiment
which I8 neither just nor religious.
| Alexander C. Stephens In the 8t. Paul
Ploneer Press.
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Little Left In Life

. He rame home and found his young
' wife dissolved in tears, “What do
you think has happened?’ she cried.
“l1 left the caze open and our canary
has flown away.”” He undertook to
g've what consolation he might and
' took the poor distressed lady in his
'arms. As she nestled against his
| shoulder, a new access of sobs con-

vulged her. "“Ah, George,"” she mur-
| mured in a choking volee, “now 1've
| only vou left.”—8an Francisco Ar-
| gonaut.

Shivers
She—The very thought of the furs

may have a poverty of morale that| you have promised me makes me feel
beggars any word to describe. Pov-| warm.

erty may have a wealth of honor that |
A day's work 1 cost makes cold shivers run down my.

astonishes angels.

He—And the mere though of their

only stands between any man nnd|hack.——-Boatm. Transecript.
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GET A “FACILITY” GOLD-PLATED

SAFETY RAZOR

“FACIL=-
AND NO BETTER
BLADE AT ANY PRICE

THERE IS NO BRETTER
RAZOR THAN THE

Heavy, reinforced Goldplated Facllity Razor Fyame and Three doubles
tested Facility Bilades, oil-honed on steel, In 2 black leatherette hln;e-m'v'cr
box, lined and mounted in Cherry Batin and Velvet, with patent fastener,
Additional blades will be furnished at any time, at 3 for 10 cents.

HOW TO GET THIS RAZOR

---------------- c.o'l.ol.oo.u-'l-“ }”tnn on'

ccccc (AN AR R RN NN NN

$1.35

This offer is open to both old and new mbmﬂben. Each Razor will
be carefully packed and maliled direct by parcels post

This ¥ azor will make a beautiful Christmas or Hollday Gift. Send in

Willineness to work Is a falr test.— _




