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THE CENTER OF LIVE

The night has a thousand eyes
The day but one,

Yet the life of the bright world dies
With the dying sun.

The mind has a thousand eyes
The heart but one,
Yet the light of a whole life dies
When the day 1s done.
—Francis W. Bourdillon.

“Whatsoever a man soweth that shall he also
reap.” This {8 commended to those who are
tempted to throw away the party’s splendid
chance of victory merely to please Wall street.

Is thirteen an unlucky number? The thir-
teen democrats who voted against the Cullop

amendment are apt to think so before they get
through explaining,

-

The democratic party would have a better
chance to carry Missouri if*Mr. Clark's friends
had consented to a division of the delegation,
but the contest may give us results more im-

portant than the carrying of a state—who
knows?

Can President Roosevelt's official career be
ealled a success when in seven and a half
years as president he failed to develop a re-
former worthy to take his place? How many

years will he require to produce a fitting suc-
cessor?

Before Speaker Clark accepts the support of
the Harmon men in Missouri he should inquire
about the price. They may come too high., 1If
Mr. Clark becomes instrumental in turning the
Btate over to Harmon he will have to settle the
accounrt later with the voters—and it will not
be easy to settle,

Reformers ought to be able to recognize each
other and this fact suggests a question., Why
does Mr. Roosevelt fail to recognize the splendid
services rendered by Senator La Follette? The
senator from Wisconsin began before Mr, Roose-

velt and has reformed with more energy and
along more lines.

“FOR THE ENEMIES HE HAS MADE"

The people are not likely to be deceiv
the attacks just now made upon Gmrernor‘3 dwlg
son of New Jersey. They know the source of
those attacks. Every little corporation paper
In the country echoes and re-echoes these at-
tacks upon the New Jersey governor, It 18 pos-
sible that these people can not gee that Governor
Wilson has been helped by every attack made
upon him by the New York Sun, recognized or-
gan of plutocracy, Now if Harper's Weekly will
only confirm the suspicion that it has turned
against Governor Wilso for nomi-
nation will be greatly improved among those

who are in the habit of scrutinizi
& candidate's enthusiastic nupportza:f. the list o

The Commoner.

A CHINESE REPUBLIC?

- L] o 4 ln-

The readers of The _(,orqmc‘a?vet i?‘i:: J':“ by
terested in an Interview recenlly giv e terer
Dr. Wu Ting Fang, formerly Chinese lll}illf :
at Washington. The prospects seem bright o
a republic when the movement I8 strong en(;;l%e
to enlist such men as Wu Ting Fang., It wi
noticed that he expresses a preference for la
limited monarchy but recognizes that his people
demand a republic. It is a great tribute to
America and a direct result of her fair deftllng
with China when in making a change China
prefers a republic to a monarchy. Example is,
after all, the great influence in the world. In
proportion as our nation lives up to its ideals
it will become more and more the pattern for
other nations. The United States ought to be
glad to welcome China into the sist.erhqod of
republics ag soon as conditions there will justify
it. The following is the Wu Ting Fang inter-
View:

“Shanghai—Dr. Wu Ting Fang, who has been
chosen director of foreign affairs in the reform
government established by the revolutionists in
the province of Kiang Su, gave a statement to
the Associated Press, in which he announced his
adherence to the movement designed to be a
republican form of government in China,

“Dr. Wu Ting Fang has twice occupied the
office of Chinese minister to the United States,
in which duty he became widely known. In
August, 1910, he was made councillor to the
Chinese foreign office. His advanced ideas have
not always harmonized with the imperial policy
and it has been no secret that recenti, he has
not wholly sympathized with the throne. He
is the most important figure that has appeared
on the revolutionary stage during the last few
days. Rumors that he has espoused the rebel
cause were received with incredulity.

“When the revolutionists proclaimed a pro-
visional government at Shanghai he was made
head of the foreign bureau, but the appoint-
ment was not taken seriously and he declined
to acknowledge any participation in the revolu-
tionary administration,

“His attitude, as formally announced, is ex-
pected to have a far-reaching influence.

“At his residence within the foreign settle-
ment of Shanghai, Dr. Wu outlined the plans
and hopes of the reformers in China. Wen
Tsung Yao, formerly imperial resident at
I.'Hasa, Tibet, who has been appointed aggis-
tant director of foreign affairs in the new gov-
ernment, was present when the statement was
made.

“Dr. Wu "said that while he was loath to ac-
cept office and refrained because of his former
close connection with the Manchu government,
he was now practically forced to aid the cause
of China, He announced that Cheng Te-Chuan,
the governor of Soo Chow and formerly gover-
nor at Mukden, who was the first governor to
come over to the reformers, had been elected
governor of the entire province of Kiang Su.

, he aaid.l was a strong man
0 control the revolutionists
and guarantee order and the safety of foreign-
ers. Ninety per cent of the population, he said,
Wwas supporting the present status. Dr., Wu

continued:
“““Personally, 1 favored a limited
‘P ” { d monare
retaining the emperor a8 a flgurehead, n?lr;.lllys;
strong Chinese cabinet and constitution, but
the sentiment geems to favor a republie, )
province a governor will be

“‘In each
selected, each city and town givin

’ g its allegianec

to the new government. The whole peo!;ﬂi;ng?

are united against

(h“imnal; north and south,
anchu supremacy and the Bovernment at Pe-
;{1“?(; which is corrupt and prone to be oppreg-

“‘I admit there are tremendous dij

iffic
before us, but we must win. We guarant:;ua‘.i:
adherence to foreign treaties, whether they
were made unfairly or fairly, w

e wil
obligations to foreign nations an I pay our

d ope
the ports of China to foreign trade. gl

be guaranteed an enormous Thus will
advan
foreigners, as well as to China, tage to all

“‘I believe the institution of a republic {s

allowed to remain on th young emperor were

sh?'dgl!gg olf much blood,
‘The plans of reform have been con

for gix . Wae can not hope to aec:xllggll;gg

anything within a short time, Trade will b

temporarily damaged o,

and t
lenced and frightened he people inconven-

. We are 4
a stable government aad etermined to
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China extra-territorial rights and
utonomnmy.

’ “Both }l)r. Wu Ting Fang and Wen Tasung Yao
said there would be no reason for foreien inter.
ference, the suggestion of which they depre-
cated as dangerous and unpalatable to the
people. They said the reformers wished recog-
nition as belligerents wherever a responsible
local government had been set up, as at Shan-
ghai, Wu Sang and elsewhere,

“In conclusion, these men deeclared that the
trend of the world was towards a republican
form of government, and that China was now
only anticipating the inevitable.

“Supplementing his formal statement later,
Dr. Wu Ting Fang made it plain that he was
not definitely committed to the idea of a re-
public, though he thought the government would
be feasible. Apparently he favored a constitu-

complete

_tional monarchy, but he was in sympathy with

the general revolutionary movement and the
men behind that movement had set their hearts
on a republic. He added:

“'If the revolutionists consider the question,
the future government will be a republic or a
comstitutional monarchy. If it is8 to be the for-
mer, I anticipate a combination of the United

States constitution with the German federa-
tion.”"

IN SOUTH DAKOTA

At the request of a number of friends, I have
decided to become a candidate for delegate to
the national convention of 1912, subject to the
indorsement of the democrats of this district.

There is a tremendous effort being made by
the special interests of this country to control
the next democratic convention now that there
is a fair chance to elect a democratic president
next fall,

The special interests know no party lines,
they are with whichever party they think can
win, it therefore behooves all prorressive demo-
crats to be on their guard to see to it that none
but progressives are elected delegates.

The vast majority of democrats throughout
the nation are progressives, nevertheless we see
where the special interests control the majority
of the national committee at their recent meet-
ing in Washington, D. C., and absolutely ignored
the wishes of the majority of the party.

My first choice for president is William Jen-
nings Bryan, if he can be persuaded to become
a candidate. Fe is the greatest living states-
man in America today, if not in the world; a
man that has done more for the uplifting of
humanity than any other one man; a man that
has absolute confidence of the rank and file of
the people of this country irrespective of party.
If Mr. Bryan will not become a candidate I am
for any progressive candidate, who will come out
unqualifiedly and declare himself on the public
questions of today, one who has a record for
having done something in the past. (We can
only judge the future by the past.) A man who
believes a party platform is a contract with the
people to be enforced if elected.

A. H. ALESON.
Deadwood, 8, D., Jan. 23, 1912,

ANDREW CARNEGIE FOR MR. TAFT
Following is an Associated Press dispatch
from New York: Andrew Carnegie declined an
invitation by telegraph to address the Roosevelt
state mass convention at Oklahoma City.
reply Mr. Carnegie declared he was an out and
ggt mlpportertc.tA Prl-gsldent Taft., Mr. Carnegie’'s
swer, sent to A, E. Perry, temporar chairman
of ‘Ehe Oklahoma organization, tl')eadn:y
Thanks for your invitation to address the
Roosevelt state mass convention of Oklahoma, 1
beg to-say that I am an out and out supporter
of my friend Roosevelt's chosen favorite for the
presidency, who has so fully justified the
encomiums he lavished upon him. It would be
unfair not to give President Taft a second term
and I can not believe ex-President Roosevelt i8
not of this opinfon. After President Taft has
served two terms it will be time enough to pro-
pose a successor, ANDREW CARNEGIE."
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OHIO DEMOORATS

The Democratie Progressgive league,
which was Columbus,
January 2nd, hag opened headquarters at
No. 510-511 Harrison building, Colum-
bus, Ohio, secretary of the league, W.

Ohio democrats who approve of
that the league has undortahnu.u wers
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