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KUHHCKIPTIONS can bo sent direct to The Com-
moner. They can alno bo ecnt through nowspaperfl
which havo advertised a clubbing rato, or through
local agents, wlicro nub-agen- ta havo been appoint-
ed. All remittances should bo sent by postonice
money order, express order, or by bank draft on
New York or Chicago. Do not send individual
checks, stamps or monoy.

DISCONTINUANCES It Is found that a large
majority of our subscribers prefer not to havo
their subscriptions Interrupted and their files
broken In case they fall to remit beforo expiration.
It Is therefore assumed that contlnuanco is desired
unlcsB subscribers order discontinuance, either
when subscribing or at any time during the year.
Presentation Copies: Many persona subscribe fof
friends, intending that tho paper shall stop at the
end of tho year. If instructions aro given to that
ffect they will recelvo attention at tho proper

tlmo.
RENEWALS The date on your wrapper shows

tho tlmo to which your subscription is paid. ThusJanuary SI, 08, means that payment has boen ro-je'v- ed

to and Including tho last issuo of January,
1908. Two weeks aro required after monoy has
been recolvcd beforo tho dato on wrappor can bechanged.

OIIAJVGJ3 Oir ADDRESS --Subscribers requestinga clmngo of address must give OLD as well as NEWaddress.
ADVERTISING Ratos furnished upon applica-Addro- ss

all communications to
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causo tlioy woro starting. Tn another family of
nine living on an incomo of $1,500 which was
most intelligently spent, only $33 was eked out '

for furniture. In another of two on $G89,
$11.93.

It Is obvious very little can be bought at best,
but in many casos that Uttlo is much less thanIt would havo been ten years ago. A table whichin 1896 could have been bought at wholesalefor $13.80 cost $16.50 in 190G. Common maple
chairs increased from $6 to $8.91 a dozen atwholesale. Ash bed room sets from $8.75 toSi.Jo. All kinds of woodenwaro was muchdearer. But what can be expected? They havegono up with tho materials from which thevare made. Froo lumber brought all of thesearticles down under the Wilson bill. The re-storation of tho duty by tho Dingley bill sentthem up, and yet those who plead for duties al-ways assure us that wo will get our goods cheaD-e- runder tho tariff. That was Mr McKinley's
SnCatlnnn,?frnmIST? T h? PUt thr0Ufih the Uty

how has it worked forconsumer through the eighteen years since wl
SU f? h m? TllG MoKinloy bill put theon plate at 2 1-- 5 cents per pound Theimmediate effect was to raise tho price of tinplate from 15 to 20 per cent. Every housewiferomombors how tin dishes of all sorts went unafter the MeKlnloy bill was passed. Indeed ifwo could analyze causes down to tho bottom nosmall influence in electing Mr. Cleveland in 1892would bo found to bo duo to the higher pricewhich every farmer's wife paid the travelingpeddler for pie plates and dippers

Tho Standard Oil company has been, foryears probably tho largest single 7t
tin plate in the country-practi- cally all"? theoil it sends to the Orient being put into tincans which it manufactures itself from importedplate. Now ono of tho many oftariff laws is the system of drawbacks bvwhich the duty Son imported materials madegoods for export is rebated. These rebates o?
drawbacks are paid on many things but theamount is insignificant excepting in two or threecases Out of drawbacks aggregating somethinglike five and a quarter millions in 1900 and. five and three-quarte- rs in 190G by faT the largestitem was tin plate $1,818,792 in the form oryear, $2,252,381.82 In tho latter That isman who in 1906 manufactured tin cans to sellto his countrymen paid about 20 per cent more
fo;; his material than the Standard Oil comnanvfr Wh ll manufactured to to theforeigner. Of course the hometin pa la and milk pans paid tho higheT cost

of
But why we should be taxod to build up a (in
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plate industry at home, and the Standard Oil
company bo free from tho tax does not seem
quito clear.

"What It Costs a People to Create an Industry
To be sure as a1 result of taxing ourselves wo

havo a tin plate industry in the United States.
In 1900 as a result of tho high prices of the
decade preceding fifty-seve- n tin plate establish-
ments had grown up where ten years beforo
there were none. These fifty-seve- n establish-
ments employed about 4,000 people and turned
out near $32,000,000 worth of goods. In 1905
tho industry had grown to a product of some-
thing over $35,000,000 and employed about
5,000 people. In order to build up this indus-
try, secure this product, provide places for these
workmen, it has been estimated that we taxed
ourselves between 1890 and 1900 fully $90,-000,00- 0.

Taxed ourselves $90,000,000 and let
off our largest single consumer scot free. Wo
also havo been selling abroad the tin plate we
manufacture hero at considerably less price than
at homo. And now observe how in the case of
tin plato the protected American manufacturer
gets even on this lower price to the foreigner.
He takes it out of tho laborer that is, the
wages of tin plato workers are reduced 25 per
cent on tin plate made for export. The Stand-
ard Oil trust gets its duties rebated on export
work and the tin plate workers get their wages
cut!

Bargains for Foreigners
One of the most exasperating features of tho

tariff as it is now working out one most un-
just to the poor is that while wo are paying
these high prices at home our protected manu-
facturers are supplying Englishmen and French-men and Chinaman with the same articles atprices from 10 to 70 per cent lower! Indeedthe Dingley bill had not been long in operation
before the administration itself warned the ironand steel people officially that they were indanger of giving the game away if they contin-ued to sell steel rails, for months together, toforeigners for $22 a1 ton, while they chargedtheir compatriots $35. But the warning seemsto have had little effect. Frank manufacturerslike Mr. Schwab have said, of course we soilcheaper to foreigners. Wo must not only thatbut we sell materials to our fellow manufac-turers cheaper when they are to be turned Intogoods for foreigners than we do when they aroto be turned into goods for our own people!So sweeping Is this practice that the tariffreform committee declared after an Investiga-V- n

J ? f?port trade for the year ending In
iS?,Q1K9?0,o?at f 452'00.000 exports of thatper cent were sold .on an average

Per ?? lower than at nom- - !t sometimesseems as the great American system for mak-ing the foreigner pay the duty had resultedpresenting it to the foreigner. He bys ou?
goods cheaper than we can buy them, and likeMr Coates he establishes his factory here andprotected from world competition drives our
?in manufacturers into his combination, runsbusiness from the other side of the watersand charges us twice as much as he cn hiscountrymen!
theA people gnlf fMU Wi" t?at lt Was just t0 makcountry, on $2 a day andless, pay the major share of the cost of the
SVl1 TO J?e cost of reconstruction, the cost?Llitabiln?,.a11 sorts of industries andthrough long terms of years f?om
the competition of the world, has thoSmehe; ?e. committee on ways and meaSs
SRfb6,,ased consider without sneering, at
155?' 2 whicn the Protective tarifftoday on millions of American families-t- onsof thousands of lonely working women 1W-i-ngon Incomes where every penny counts?

HOW THE TARIFF AFFECTS YOU
Many persons regard tariff discussionsdry reading, but the same aa

them because 6f failure to understand
persona so

thJr11

Cents pGr pound: gelatine, 20cent ad valorem; varnish, 25 Va lllorem; 1 cent SpongesBoap, per pound; 30cent ad valorem; fentchinaware, 60 ad valorem; glassware, 60 per cent Li,ri
hooks and eyes, 4 cents per pound? anJ Krem;

ad valorem; sugar, 1.91 cents per poundl mS- -

lasses, 6 cents per gallon; maple sugar andmaple syrup, 4 cents per pound; candy, 4 ConUa pound and 15 per cent ad valorem; cigars andcigarettes, $4.50 per pound and 25 per cent advalorem; barley, 15 cents a1 bushel; buckwheat
15 cents a bushel; corn, 15 cents a bushel; corn-mea- l,

40 cents a hundred pounds; macaroni, lucents a pound; oats, 15 cents a bushel; oatmeal
1 cent a pound; rice, 2 cents a pound; rye 10cents a bushel; wheat, 25 cents a bushel; flour
25 per cent ad valorem; biscuits, bread andwafers, 25 per cent ad valorem; butter, G centsa pound; cheese, 6 cents a pound; milk, 2 centsa gallon; cream, 5 cents a gallon; beans, 45cents a bushel; beets, 25 per cent ad valorem;
tinned beans, ease, mushrooms, etc., 2y centsa pound; preserved vegetables, 40 per cent advalorem; pickles, 40 per cent ad valorem; cab-
bages, 2 cents each; cider, 6 cents a gallon; eggs,
5 cents per dozen; hay, $4 per ton; honey, 20cents per gallon; onions, 40 cents per bushel;green peas, 40 cents per bushel; dried peas, 45
cents per bushel; potatoes, 25 cents per bushel;
fish, 14 to 1 cent per pound; apples, 25 centsper bushel; figs, 2 cents per pound; lemons,
14 cents per pound; pineapples, $8 per thou-
sand; peanuts, 1 cent a pound; bacon and ham,
4 cents a pound; fresh, beef, 1 cents a pound;
lard 1 cents a pound; poultry, live, 3 cents a
pound; dead, 5 cents a pound; cocoa, 5 cents
a pound; salt, 12 cents a hundred pounds;
starch, 1 cent a pound; spices, 3 cents a pound;
vinegar, 7 cents a gallon.

The tax on tea and the countervailing duty
on coffee, which appeared in the original bill,
have been struck out by the committee on ways
and means.

Always the justification for the fixing of tariff
duties that increase the cost of living is that
"labor is protected." Congressman Sulzer of
New York, who recently denied that labor is
protected by the tariff, finds confirmation of his
statement from this data, secured in the United"
States census:

' Class 1 United States citizens not
subjected to foreign competition,
therefore unprotected

Farmers, planters, farm hands, doc-
tors, lawyers, servants, etc .;21,800,000

Masons, miners, railway employes,
sTioemakers, bakers, etc 4,300.000

Class 2 United States citizens not
subjected to foreign competition if
raw materials are admitted free,
therefore unprotected

Machinists, mill hands, tailors, dress-
makers and various workers 2,395,000

Class 3 United States citizens sub-
jected to foreign competition,
therefore protected. . . , 600,000
Making 2 per cent of American workers who

are benefited by protection.
President Taft has personally protested re-

cently that the duties on necessaries of living
are not reduced enough for the welfare of tho
"wage-winne- rs of the country, which is mani-
fest In the details of the bill Itself as partially
presented in the above epitomatization. It
maintains, furthermore, the barbarous duties on
woolen clothing and would increase' the exor-
bitant rates on hosiery and gloves.

The tariff-monge- rs are furthermore confront-
ed with the fact that wages are lower in theprotected industries than in the industries thatknow nothing of the tariff but its exactions, andwhere wages are maintained by the power oflabor unions. Where are lower wages paid thanin the sugar refineries and the woolen mills?Have the workers in the pulp mills and the
fi? 7J xCt?I,ies reason t0 sing the praises ofhigh tariff?
fciJ5fhIle,waB.es in th,B country are nominally

in most lands, the labor is morestrenuous and more productive. At the sametime the cost of living is much higher.Conceding that the opportunities of workersare greater in this favored land than elsewhere,the absurdity is in attributing this to the won- -
hfrkIllg ?w,er, of tne tarIff- - In the mostprotected industries there is a movementtoward a reduction of wages
thflHoif,eot;ia c?nsIst the talk that

& makes high wages?
foliar a Sidi?a r1ductIn n the cost of living

in wages?
rrcf ?eW taTi? ,meaBure would actually In-hom- an

"ving Oklahoma City Okla--

dPpniJ dwnrd?' Sure! Twenty per cent
innrZQ ln 6 Jtap,tt on luxuries; ten dr cent
WhaS ,hG tariff on tne necessaries of lifethe average 'deduction?"

IftJtmuUnnt, X.J,


