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Permanent Charman Clayton’s Speech 7

When Representative Henry D. Clay-
ton, of Alabama, took the gavel as per
manent chalrman of the democratic
national convention at Denver, he de-
livered the following address:

“Let me thank you for the honor
you have conferred upon me,

“This is a Democratic idea. Demo-
cratic ideas are now popular. Doc-
trines always taught by our party and
sooffcd at by our opponents are now
urged as a gospel of their own, Mea-
gures and policies of Democratie origin
are now pretendedly advocated by the
leaders of the Republican party,

“It 1s no longer anarchistic to de-
clare private monopoly to be indefen-
sible or that the great transportation
companies should be regulated and
controlled by public law. Former
questionings of the decision of a bare
majority of the supreme court In the
income tax case cannot now be heard,
because of the greater noise of the ve-
hement and embroidered denunciation
of judges and judicial acts that have
shocked the country.

“A demand for the revision of the
tariff is no longer a threat to destroy
our industrial system. Trusts are not
to be tolerated even by the Republi-
can party, We need not now enlarge
on the list of Republican admissions
and promises for election purposes
only, The Republican party has made
marked progress in promises to the
people and much greater progress in
alding selfish interests and special
privileges,

“That party gulded by expediency
and campaign necessity, would camp
this year on Democratic ground. 1If it
is apparent recent progress is to con-
Unue it does not require a very great
sweep of the imagination to see writ-
ten Into a Republican platform four
years hence those immortal words of
Thomas Jefferson, ‘Equal rights to all,
special privileges to none.’

“The Republican party having had
full control of the federal government
for more than a decade, must give an
fccount of its stewardship. Its pre-
tentious claims, largely without foun-
dation, and largely exaggerated, will 4
not suffice,

“Let honest Investigation reveal the
bad and defective laws passed by tha
party: viclous policles maintained;
reforms rejected: the recent panic
and its consequences; promises
broken; dissimulation practiced; in-
competency confessed by its fallure
to meet urgent public needs; and ex-
hibiting this incompetency by the ap-
pointment of Junketing commissions
for the alleged purpose of advising
that party so long in control and of
Such boasted legislative wisdom what
legislation is required by the country.

“Agalnst the Republican party, so
degenerate and crafty, is a capable,
determined, honest Democracy; In
Sympathy with all just publie demands,
and confidently asking in its behalf the
candid public judgment, To that judg-
ment the Issue must be committed,
and we unhesitatingly submit our
cause to that fine and true sense for
the right that we know distinguizhes
the American people.

Taft .fere Shadow of the Big Stick

“In this quadrennial contest Mr.
Roosevelt has identified himself with
Mr, Taft. Mr, Taft has dentified him-
sell with Mr. Roosevelt. The Republi-
can party has separately identifieq
the two together. To praise one you

~must praise the other, to criticige one

1s to criticise his pursuing shadow.
And so, I must say, if it should appear
to any one that in noting and de-
nouncing abuses and fallures on the
part of the present administration any
license ig Assumed, I urge the impossi-
bility of Separating the present occu-

pant of the White House from his own
annolnted one,

“It has been made evident in the

pending campalgn that the Republi-
cans will seek to conjure with the
names of Roosevelt and will rely up-
on the president's policles as a prized
asset. The president has advertised
himself and his policies with a fre-
quency and ability that surpasses the
best efforts of the shrewdest press
agent,
“A distinguished Republican, a for-
mer cabinet officer, once publicly pro-
claimed the president to be the great-
est exponent of the art of advertising
the world has known.

“The country has been told and not

allowed to forget that, in his opinion,
his energies have been devoted to the
accomplishment of many high pur-
poses, and that if his work Is yet in-
complete, it I8 so because his under-
takings wJre too vast to be carried to
success during his term of office.
“My policies must continue. So the
champion of these would transfer of-
fice and power to his favorite cabinet
minister, and his spear is to have a
fellow,

“The pretense is that the fight must
£0 on under the leadership designated
by him until the last foe shall have
surrendered or lies inglorious in the
dust. The nomination of his would-be-
successor was largely accomplished
by the use of official patronage and
coarse machine methods and has de-
lighted the chief apostle of strenuosi-
ty, and, at the same time, has not per-
turbed the conscience of the one‘time
clvil service reformer, now the boss,
an adept in the bestowal of public
plunder and forgetful of all his re-
sounding moral commonplaces.

“No fair-minded American could
read the daily accounts of the recent
political doings at Chicago without
feeling mortification and regret that
the president should so have abused
his power in dictating to a great party
his cholce of a successor, and regret
that that party should have submit-
ted so cowardly to a humilation that
was as manifest as it was degrading,

“My Policies” Filched From the
Democrats
“What are the policies which congti.

L| tute the capital of the Republican

party in this campaign and that are
relied upon to support the candidacy
of Mr, Taft? ‘

“To recall Democratie platforms,
speeches, and measures is to convince
any man that many of the president's
public utterances were derived from
an  unavowed familiarity with the
teachings of our party,

“His utterances that are Democratic
have given him his only claim to be a
reformer, and have contributed more
than all else to the popularity he has
enjoyed. The heir and the party are
committed to unfaltering adherence
to.the policies of the president. What
are these policles and what are the
achievements of president and party?

“It must be admitted that the re-
public cannot long survive if fraud and
corruption become material factors in
our elections. No man has saild more
than the president about the corrup-
tion of elections. You recall his mes.
Sage to congress in December, 1905,
where he said that:

““It has been only too clearly shown
that certain men at the head of these
large corporations take but gmall note
of the ethical distinetion between hon.
esty and dishonesty: they draw the
line only this gide of what may be
called law-honesty, the kind of hon-
esty necessary in order to avoid fall-
ing into the clutches of the law.’

“We have here the condemnation of

the practice, Has he proved his faith
by his works? Is it true, or not, that

four years ago he selected for his cam-
palgn manager a novice in politics, |
whose principal qualification for the
position was the power he held over
the corporations of the land? 1Is it
true, or not, that the official place as
secretary of commerce and labor gave
full knowledge of these business se-
crets and relations of corporations to
this campalgn manager, and clothed
him with power, with the assent of
the president, to punish or reward
them by publishing or withholding
their secrets that he had collected as
such secretary?

“Is it true, or not, that, with this
power held in terror over the corpora-
tions, he solicited, or had his agents
solicit campaign contributions from
them? Is it true, or not, that such a
request under such circumstances was
a demand upon the corporations—a de-
mand that they acceded to, know
that the man who made it had the
power to punish them in case they re-
fused? Can it be doubted that in this
Way vast sums were raised? It 8O,
how much of these contributions were
used for legitimate expenses and how
much for corruption purposes we do
not know, '

One Lone Republican for Publici

“Notwlthstanding savage ante-elec-
tion denial, we know that a subsequent
investigation of certain insurance com-
panfes uncovered the fact that large
Amounts were contributed by these

fund—not the money
gave it, but money
without consent of stockholders or pol-
ey holders, and entered on the books
in a way calculated to conceal em-
bezzlement, All this Was done in the
Interest of the Republican candidate
for president.

“The money Was used, the candidate
was elected, and he continues to de-
li_ver lectures on decency and for hon-
edty in elections, sending messages to
CONgress on publicity of campaign con-
tributions, but at times when these
were certain to be unavailing. The
Chicago convention hag met, trans-
acted its business, and hag adjourned
The question of g publicity bill wag
mooted there, wag defeated, and it
lv;roculdt n&\'er h;ve seen the light of day

Xcep rou the u
one solitapy !gn . naided efforts of
on platform angd resolutions, w
ged it out only to wit .
tt.;)mbment by the bod

On. Thus died ope of ‘my i +
to which that convention in Lﬂpu‘:li;:;ml}
dictated, language declared in its pfat-

m their ‘unfaltering adherence.’
Let me go on, There has been, ang
is ROW, a public demand for legislation
regulsting, not abolishin
})f injunction ang the power to punish

of the men who

ho drag-
ness its deep en-
¥ of the conyven-

injunctions and has be
the right of fair tri
of constructive contempts, The Re-
publican party has been avoiding this

up, and Taft, in his letter to the labor
unions, advocated a measure that the
Democratie party, acting in behalf of
the correct administration of publie
Justice, had been demanding for
twelve years. If the president was in
Carnest when he sent his message to
congress he was to that extent Demo-
cratic. We are authorized to conclude
that in framing, revising or dictating
the Chicago platform, he suffered from
a lapse of memory, or abandoned the
policy he had so vigorously urged in
his official capacity, for he said in a
message to congress:

"I also urge ‘that 4action be taken
along the line of recommendations I

ing {that ‘It 18 wc th

ty | Republican barty

companies to the Republican campaign | f

covertly taken|li

mber of the committee | f

question, so the president, in taking it{in

—

tions In labor disputes. N, temporary
order d be {ssueq by
wi and the pe

Injunction

by the court the sameo within
a reasonable Y not to exceed
a week or

Judge than the one issuing the (p.
junctions, except where the contempt
is commjttad in the presence of the
Court or other case of urgency.’
“Surely he ar | his party eulogists at
Chicago forgot that he hag but a
few months before advised congress
considering whether
it would not  ive greater pogpula.r con-
fidence in the impartiality of sentenceg
for contempt if it Was required that
the lasue should bhe decided by another
judge than one issuing the in.
Junction.’
“There hag not been a session of
congress in twelve years at which the
could not have
bassed a law prescribing, defining ang
regulating the issuance of injunctions
and providing for fair trials in con-

tempt cases. Yet nothing has ever
been done to

verance. The meaningless generali-
ties of its injunction plank are an in.
sult to the Intelligence of those who
demand reasonable - and substantial
legislation to prevent the admitted
abuse of thig Judicial process.

"Again the president said to con-
gress:

“‘Twenty-two years ago, by act of
June 29, 1886, tradeg unions were rec-
ognized by law, and the right of labor-
ing people to combine for lawful pur-
Poses was formally recognized, this
right including combination for mu-

protection of the individua] rights
of the workmen in the prosecution of
their trade or trades; and in act of
June 1, 1898, strikeg were recognized
as legal in the same provision that for-
bade participation In or instigation of
orce or violence against “persons or
property, or the attempt to prevent
others from working by violence,
threat or intimidation_ ” The business
man must be protected in person and
property, and so must the farmer and
the wage worker, and as regards all
alike, the rights of peaceful combina-
tion for al lawful purposes should be
explicitly recogniged.’

“And in stin another message he
said:

"It must be remembered that a
preliminary injunction in a labor case,
ir g.rantad without adequate proof *

may often settle the dispute be-
tween the parties, and therefore if im-
properly granted may do frreparable
wrong, are many judges
who assume 3 matter-of-course grant-
preliminary injunction to he
the ordimary and proper judicial dis-
Position of such cases, and there have
undeubtedly been flagrant wrongs
Committed by judges fm connection
with labor even within the last few
years L] L »
Labor Pleads in Vain for Twelvo

Years

“It is important to note that the act
of June 29, 1886, wag passed at the
first session of the first congress that
met under the firgt Demoeratic admin-
istration after the eiyil war, and there
labor received its first recognition
from the government. * One Republi-
can administration had succeeded an-

have already made concerning injunc-

other for twenty-four years, and not




