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another state ought not to be sufficient to
::?lrry {he case from the state to the federal
court. ¥ere too, an appeal from the supreme
court of the state e alv:)ayn polm:“:lad“ any con-
titutional rights have been violated,
B 'Ii‘lwa movement inaugurated by the attor-
nayé general of the varfous states is not only a
very important one, but it {s also a very signifi-
cant one; it shows that the democratic position
on this subject is so clearly a righteous posi
tlon that republicans as well as democrats ac-
cept it ag soon as they see the opposite prin-
ciple .actetl upon. The federal courts have far-
uished the object lessons, and the people have
been apt pupils; they have al once confronted
the danger involved in the overriding of state
laws and in the destruction of the state courts,
and they respond with earnestness to the demo-
eratic appeal in behalf of the right of the state
to protect the people In matters which are local.

OSOOO
SHELPLESS"

In his speech at St. Iouis, Mr. Roosevelt
intimated that unless control over corporations
were surrendered to the federa. government
“we, the ninety millions of people of this coun-
try, will be left helpless to control the huge
corporations which now domiaeer in our indus=
trial life and that they (the corporations) will
have the authority of the courte to work their
desires unchecked.” ’

Did the president’s hearers overlook the
fact that although the Interstate commerce com-
misgion law was put upomn the statute books
twenty years ago no practical relief has come Lo
the people from that provigion?

In 1887 the people were suffering so much
because of railroad imposition that an interstate
commerce commission was created with -the
purpose of giving that comimission control over
the railroads, so far as interstate commerce is
concerned. Little by little the life has been

interpreted out of that law and during all these

years the interstate commerce commission has
been the laughing stock of men who made ser-
through the state governments.

Kven after the Jegislation of 1907 no sub-
stantial results have come through this federal
commission and while the people have obtained
some benefits the president’s hearers must have
known that those bhenefits have come largely
through the state government.

. It 18 significant that in his efforts to cen-
tralize in the federal power all authority over
the rallroads of the country the president has
the cordial support of every railroad trust mag-
nate in the land.

OO0
HOW WILL THEY EXPLAIN?

"Theé Newspaper Publishers’ Association has
formulated a demand that wood pulp and print
paper be put upon the free list, declaring that
the wood pulp and paper trust is taking advan-

of the tariff to rob the publishers of the
eountry. The truth of this declaration can not

. be denied. But how will the members of the

association who advocate a ‘“‘standpat’” tarift
yolicy explain to thelr readers who are suffering
from gimilar exactions at the hands of the cloth-
ing trust, the cordage trust, the harvester trust,
the anthracite and bituminous coal trusts, the
meat trust, and a score of other trusts, all of
which are barricaded behind the walls of the
tariff? Why should mewspaper publishers who
advocate n toariff on the necessaries of life con-
sumed by the general puablic, object to a tarift
on the necessaries of the publishing concerns?
A lot of “standpat” organ publishers will either
have to do a lot of explaining to curious and
inquisitive readers, or else resort to that very
ancient dodge of *“silent contempt.”

OOOO
WHY NOT SUBMIT IT TO THE PEOPLE?

“ In his speech at St. Louis Mr. Roosevelt
said:  ‘“There are difficulties ariging from our
dual form of government. If they prove to be
inpuperable resort must be had to the power
of amendment.” '

Mr. Roosevelt would exercise this “power
of amendment” through “the spirit of broad
interpretation’ which he says “can be found 'n
the constitution as it is.”

Surely the interpretation will be just as
broad as the corporations want it te be, wher-
ever the corporations control the court. -

But if, as Mr. Roosevelt said in the same
speech, “the constitution is unchanged and un-
changeable save by amendment in due form,”

do, material change in the manner of exercising
control over these corporations, why not under-

L5

and if public interests require, as he says they -

‘l‘hg Commoner.

take the change in due form and with the peo-
ple’s consent rather than through ''the spirit
of broad interpretation?”

Certainly Mr. Roosevelt recognizes the ad-
vantages of having so radical a change brought
about through tl‘e people’'s consent rather than
through “the spirit of broad Intérpretation,”
which would mean, in this instance, that the
men who happen to occupy positions on the bench
would so Intevpret the law as to destroy our
dual system of government. It~would centralize
all power over corporations at Washington and
pleasé, beyond all measure, not only every rail-
road trust magnate but the very gentleman who
owes higs remarkable popularity to the impres-
glon that he & serfously bent upon protecting
the public from the exactions of these same mag-
nates,. Why' not submit the gqunestion- to the
people, Mr. President? You have said on sev-
eral occasfons that public sentiment could be
depended upon and that it would invariably erys-
talize in the right direction. Why not put this
theory to the test and in the testing give the
American people an opportunity to vote upon
the proposition upon which Mr. Roosevelt and
the railroad magnates are jyst now so har-
monious? ! -

, OO0
“UNCHANGED AND UNCHANGEABLE"

In his address at St. Louis Mr. Rogsevelt
sald: “The constitution is unchanged and un-
changeable save by amendment in due form
But the conditions to which it is to be applied
have undergone a change which is almost a
transformation, with the result that many sub-
jects formerly under the control of the states
have come under the.control of the natiom.”

But that is not true if the constitution is
“‘unchangeable " save by amendment in due
form.” Never in the history of the country was
the wisdom of our system of government so
justified as it is today,

If there has been any change in conditions
it is that change which makes it necessary. for
the people to eonsider our system of govern-
meni in a practical way and for the very pro-
tection of their homes where heretofore they
have regarded il as a mere theoretical proposi-
tion proper subject for the discussion of states-
galan but.not io be dwelt upon by the rank and

If there is any changeé in conditions it ig
that those artificial persons created by the law
and for the benefit of the public now seek,
through the very destruction of the American
system of government, to become the veritable
masters of the people.

And in their efforts to take from the people
the power over the corporations and centralize
that power at the national capitol these trust
magnates find their most ardent spokesman in
the president of the United States, .

Plainly Mr. Roosevelt has no adequate con-
ception of the .subject with which he assumes
to deal else at the very moment when he is
winning his popularity by certain proceedings
against great corporations he would not advo-
cate a plan which would make the pepple help-
less for the future in the presence of corporate
fmposition.

OO0
PHE HAGUE COURT

The Hague peace conference has not ac-
complished as much as the friends of peace had
hoped. ‘The nations represented wanted peace
but eath one was anxious that it should be se-
cured without any sacrifice on it8 own part.
Same of the nalions wanted to discontinue fhe
use of navies in the collection of private debts,
and this would have been ‘a long step in ad-
vance, but other nations objected on the theory
that they might want to collect the debts due
some of their citizens. Varlous propositions
were presented, and some of them received con
siderable support, but the final outcome is a
disappointment, It is hard to secure peace by
agreement when so many nations are to be con-

sulted and 8o many conflicting interests are to-

be harmonized. The peace movement will make
progress but that progress is not as rapid as
it ought to be. :

But why should the United States wait for
an agreement: with other nations? It has it
within its sphere .to promote peace at once. It
can announce ‘its own policy and thus set an
example to other nations. This example may
not be followdd at once but it will give the
friends of peace in other nations something to
work for and &an argument to use. ¥For instance,
our nation e¢ould announce-—and it should do
80—its determination not to use the navy for
the collection of private debts. This would be
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a beginning. Other nations would, one /.
another, follow its example, and a public opjy . ,
would be formed which would in time com ];
all nations to abstain from wars for the co,.
tion of private debts, ; " ol

There is another thing which our nu,
should do, and it should do it at once, nay.. .
anpoutice its willingness to enter into an ac;..,
ment providing for the submission to 4, im
partial tribunal, before the commencemen:
hostilitltes ‘and the declaration of war, of all
disputes which defy diplomatic settlement |
it will announce such a policy, it will find 4
number of other nations willing to make o
an agreement, and these will set the pattern 1 r
the rest of the world. The failure of The Hus .,
conference to accomplish what it ought to ha.
accomplished gives our nation an opportuniny
io lead the way and become the dominaii.
factor in the promotion of peace.

COOO
WHY?

In his speech at Keokuk Mr. Roosevelt s
“Atl intervals * * * the appeal has been ma.
to me not to enforce the law against certuin
wrongdoers of great wealth because to do -

-

would interfere with the business prosperity of

e country. * * * It would be not merely
wrong but infamous to fail to do all that can
be dome to secure the punishment of those
wrong-doers whose deeds are peculiarly repre-
hensible because they are not gommitted under
the stress of want. * * * Perhaps 1 am most
anxious to get at the politician who is corru pt:
* * * but assuredly 1 shall mot spare his
brother corruptionist who shows himself a
swindler in business life.”

This is well gaid. But why so many words
without some serious action? If Mr. Roosevelt
‘shall not spare the corruptionist who shows
himself a swindles in business life”” why has he
neglected to make serious efforts to put some of
these wealthy rogues behind the bars?

| OCOTO
THE LABOR ORGANIZATION

The labor organization has been an impor-
tant factor in the laboring man’'s progress. It
has shortened hours; it has increased wage::
it has improved sanitary conditions: it has se-
cured the passage of laws jor the prevention of
child labor; it was largely instrumental in in-
troducing the secret ballot, and it hag in a hun-
dred ways made its impress upon industry, gov-
ernment and society. That it has made mistakes
is true, but what organization composed of hu-
man beings is free from mistakes? Have the
officials of the labor organization sometimes
been corrupted? It would be strange if they
had not, for high government officials have
sometimes been convicted of dishonesty and even
ministers of the gospel have occasionally falien
from grace. :

The ' labor organization has helped those
outside of it as well as those inside. To test if,
take a case where a labor organization has sc-
cured an' advance in wages and ask the em-
ployer why he pays union and non-union men
the same wages, and he will tell you that the
non-union men will not work for less than he
pays the union men. And yet there are some
who wonder why members of the union, who
pay theéir dues 1o the organization and con-
tribute to the support of fheir brothers on. a
strike, should object to sharing in the victory
with those who not only refuse to bear the
burdens, but sometimes endeavor to defeat the
strike.

Improved methods of tramspo.tation have
greatly benefited the laborer by making it
eagier for him to move to better fields. Supply
and demand have been brought nearer together
and employment has been made steadier. While
the steam railroads have been facilitating the
distribution of labor over large dreas, street
car service in the ecities has shortened the dis-
tance between the home and the factory and
permitted the workingman to be at home for
a longer time.

The spirit of brotherhcod is growing and
no class ig likely to feel its influence more than
the laboring class., It has already acted power-
fully in bringing laboring men into sympathy
with each other and it will ultimately bring har-
mony between the employer and the employes.

But as civilization is a continuing develop-
ment so there must be continual advance-
ment among all the elements that contribute to
that civilization, and the laboring men are still
struggling to secure a larger reward and a
higher position for themselves and their
descendants. Notwithstanding the fact that
they enjoy in America more than their brethren



