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curing a national triumph for progressive, demo-

cratic 1deas. ‘

The democratic galns in congress have not
been as great as the party expected, but they
have been eufficient to make it probable that
the democrats will control the congress to be
elected in 1908. In nearly all the legislatures in
the middle states the democrats have made de-
clded gains and these promise much for the sen-
atorial contests which take place two years
hence.

In Towa, Kansas and California the dempera‘s
made a splendid fight for their gubernq\ orial
ticket. The reduetion of Governor Cumming' ma-
Jority from more than seventy thousand to about
twenty thousand put Towa In the doubtful states
for two years hence. Kansas and California can
no longer be claimed as certainly republican.
The fight made by Mr. Harris In the former state
and by Mr. Bell in the latter.give more than a
reasonable hope of success two years hence.

" The victory in Missouri will bring Joy to
every democra‘ic héart. A wail went up when
Missouri dropped out of the democratic columrn
two vears ago. Her return is greeted with wide-
spread rejoicing. Oklahoma, the new sgtate, comes
in with a rousing democratic maiority. The con-
stitution will be written by democrats, and she
will send two semators to firht in the interest of
the wealth producers. Democracy welcomes
Oklahoma to a 'seéat near the head of the table,

Int Nebraska the democrats hoped, with the
ald of the pooulists. to elect their state ticket
and their candidate to'r,th? United States senate.
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In this they failed, but they have made substan-
tial gains throughout the state as shown by the

vote on congressmen and the legislative ticket
as well as by the state ticket. They have gained
one congressican and came within less than two

hundred votes of gaining another. In two other
districts the republican majorities have been so
much reduced that we can remsonably count on
four democratic coneréssmen two years from now.
In the legislature the fusionists will have about

four times as many as they had two years ago.
The republicans have had an effective cam-
paign ery in “stand by the presidént.” While
the record showed that the democrats In the
senate and the house stooll by the president
bet'er than the republicans, the admirers of the
president very naturally gave weight to his ap-
peal for a republican eongrees although in making
the appeal the president put a personal victory
ahove thé réformd whith he has heen advocatine,
Two ‘years from now that apnéal will be of no
avail, for the president will not be in office after
March 4, 1999." Even if he were a candidatr—
which no friend of his can assume after his
reneated declarations—he would have to confront
the third term issue, and who would say that that
issue alone would not lose the president enoygh
votes to make his race hopeless? @The popular
vote as Indicated by the econgressional elections
shows that the républicans even now have a nar-
row margin to go on, and that ‘marein . will be
quickly wiped out if the president allowed him-

self to be drawn into a race for a third' term.
Now as to the future. ‘The democrats, uni-
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ted in a real fight against ¢ haot

organized wealth, see vlc‘ogebf?r:‘:-m:r:'.T.rlm of
republicans divided, will enter the cam; ﬂe-'-'T' The
out spirit and with little confidence =..-'l x b
The fight in the republican ranks h.-.;v.\:..'.wm"
reformers and the standpatters wil Erow hmlhe
fierce as the months g0 by, for the char: ?re
of the republican party is to be det i

'‘rmind
this fight. 1If the standpatters win. the 1”1;;:

ers will have to take refuze in the demoerati
party; if the reformers win their ng!;.t'li:”'t',{ﬁ
republican party, there is ho place on earth for
the standpa‘ters. It is a struegle that must nﬁd
In" complete victory for one side and in comnleta
overthrow of the other side. Events have cansed
this division because those events have shown
more clearly each vear the dangers of corporats
domination over polities. The democrats have s
sisted the division by advocating remedin) legig.
lation, and the president hag contributed to the
educational work more than anyone else, If this
were a4 personal difference ft eould bhe smoo*hed
over,“but it is a vital difference, and the fecline
between the two elements of the party is such
that either -element ‘would rather see the party
defeated than have the other element snceeed.
There i3 no republican in sight who can harmonize
the two elements, and there is no republican be-
longing to elthér element of the partv who can
command the support of the other element. All
that the demoecratic partv has to do is to stand
steadfast by its position and offer democratic prin-
ciplea for the solution of ‘all the problems that
vex' the ‘éountry. : i

v

-, Young man, great respansibility attaches to
your first vote., As you begin, so youn-.are likely
to continue, - The momentum that earries you into
& party at the beginning of your po'itical' life is
apt to keep you in that party unless some con-
vulsion shakes.you out. of it. Start right, and
in order that you may start right, examine the
prinei lgg__q;_:pg parties® and the policies which
i '. i vocate_ : -
__ There are two great party organizations in
the United States, one fifty years old, and the
other more than a century ‘old, The republfean

arty has been in pawer dlmost uninterruptedly

r more than half a century, and under its reign
abuses have grown up which threaten the per
petuity of the government and endanger our
clvilization. Sb6 great are these abuses that re-
publican reformers dare now pointing out that
something must be done—and what can be done?
The first thing is to undo the things that have
been done, and the party to undo these abuses
is not the party which has done them, but the
party which has protested against these abuses
and pointed out remedies. "

The republican party has turned the taxing
power over to private individuals: it has allowed
monopolies to grow up and assume eontrol ‘of
the industries of the country by granting privi-
leges by law and by giving immunity to the large
viplators of the law; the republican party has
permitted the fortunes of the predatory rich to
become so large tha' government is corrupted,
politics debauched and business polluted.

The democratic party pronoses to withdraw
the taxing power from private hands. to so legls.
late as to mwake a private monopoly impossible
and to enforce the law without discrimination.

SUGGESTIONS FOR THE FIRST VOTERS

It proposés to protéct legitimate wealth “and pun-
ish those who aftempt ‘to plunder the public for
private gain. 'On which sfde do you g‘and, young
man? Are you with 'the masses ‘in ‘fheir efort
to restore the govirnment to ite?sl@ toundation
and make it &' govéernment of the “people, for the
peoplé and by' thé'peeple, or aré’ you wih' the
republican leaders in their effort’ te' 'perpetudafe
the party in power by gelling immunity in return

for '‘eampaien contributions? ol

' There are alwavs two parties fn the eointry,

‘and one 'i8 necessarily nearer to the peonte than

the other. In this ‘country the democratic pafty
I8 mearer to the pdople tham the repuhlican party.
Its leaders have more faith in the meople and are
more anxious to keep'the govermment urd-r the
control of the peonle. Take the
United States senmators by the people as-a test.
The - demoerats want to give to the' voters a
chance to- elect and to contiol their renresenta-
tives In the United States senate.’. The deémo-
cratic party in the house of representatives
passed the first resolntion for the swbmission of
the necessary ennstitntional amendment. . They
did this eight vears hefore any renubMean eon-
grees did it. The democratic party has twice
demanded this reform in its national plaiform.
The republican party has not done so. Why do
democratic leaders insist unon this reform and
republican leaders opnose it? There ean be but
one answer—the democratic party is nearer to
the peonle than the republican party. Yonng
man, will you stand with the people or against
them? h -+ o : !
The answer to this . question . affects vour
country. If von are with the peanle vour influ-
encea, be it. great or small, will hasten their victorv,
If you are against the people. vour influence may
retard that victory, .But, while. ip, the first in-

elaotion 'of .

—

stance it is your country that may gain or lose
by your-action, you must remember that in the
kmz rim youf’ own position in politics will de-
pend wupon yot¥ confduct. You ean not faol
the people alwavs. ' Yon may lead them astray
if you dare, but they will punish you when they
find’ you out. ‘You ‘may work for the pronle
without fhelr recognizing it at first, but you cin
trast them to* discover the cha-arter of your
work dnd to reward vou accordinely,

Readers of The Commoner, look affer the
youne ‘man. the first voter,' Tt is much easier fo
sta¥t him' ri*ht than it is to convert one who in
chansing' his" party ‘affilfations. ‘hav sever ties
of evedt strenéth and long standine. [If every
demderat. ‘'will piek out a voung ‘repuhblican and
furnish him lteratnre ‘betweén now and 1908 a
vast army of recrui’s  can bhe gathered. The
Commoner will make ftself as udeful as nossible
to these voung men. 'If von think that this paner
will help vou in your efort' to brine the first
votérs into-thé demnératie parfv, won't you bring
The ‘Commoner to their attention? 'There is no
litevature Tike ‘a newsnaner’ Speeches are read
and too often thrown awav while newsnarers come
every week and eaeh isgne reinforces the armi-
ments made by former issues.’ No sinele arou-
ment can eanal in effect the areument which
fa pregented weekly. If each reader of The
Commaoner' will piek out a yonne renuhlican who
will vote for the first time in 1908 and seccure
his sutseription, many congregaional districts eon
be carried and many gtote legislatures be made
demoeratie. W von trv? ‘

A snecial ‘rate of givtv cents per vear will ?.'G
given to anvone who will east his firet vote In
1908: T order to oWtain thig rate it will he
necessary  fo say that the. new subseriber will be

A fivet woter” in 1008

o i il

3 Ehe PO
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=+ While we dld not secure a majority in con-
gress at the recent eleotion, we made gaing enough
to give us a Iﬁ}-m basis for our party's hope “of
securing a denjocratiq, majority, in the congress
to be elected two years hence. Now is the time
to lay the foundation' for Sucecess, and there is
nothing that wil contribute 8o much to duceess
a8, deserving It, THe house of representatives
has ceased to be a deliberative body.
put it within the power of a few men to eontrol
leglsl.:ltlon' The committee on rules is so small
that it does not represent the ecountry: it repre-
sents no one but the ., speaker., The committee
on rules ought to be larger. If it were eomposed
of fifteen members selacted from various sections
of the country, it would be possible for the house
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The rules

of represéntatives to' be Brought tnto olosér har-
mony with “*he”entiré ‘nation "Afd"“{t" would ‘not
be ‘80 ‘easy 'to’ strandle leefla‘ion, 15 it wnt
worth ‘while for thé democratid minority to make
a fight for a larzer commiittee on rgleg? ' :

- The speaker ' hiis “foo’ tuch Power: ang 'he
derives it from fNe “ens*ofn which has put the
appointment of committéés in' his hands 'The
committees onght not to he anndinted ‘bv fhe
8peaker; they 'ought to' be selacted by a caucus.
The members of the committee ouzht to be imder
oblizatiohis to thelr' éomstitueits first ' and to the
party second. At present they are under obliea-
tion to the sneaker first. to tha partyv gecond and
to thelr constituents third, Whilé the democratic
party cpn not make the riles of “ie hnuse until
it securesg a majority of the members. it can and

should begin ita fight now. It has been customary

for the !ﬁ!norﬁy“cqnd!dﬂte for speaker to sclect
,th‘e minority. ﬁiﬂﬁ?hem of committees .and ‘his
enahles the minority leader, for coerce by arhifrary
anthority ‘Whereas. he .should lead by argument
and by superior  wisdom, . The Commoner ven-
tures to sugeest that  the democratic minority
Should assert “he right of a caucus to select the
minorfty Thembers of the .committee, It will
Hdd sfronp'h tﬂ t'he par’ty !n the next (\I_rln]llfll'.'fl
If ‘democratic ‘eandidates will present the advin-
tages of the eauncus plan over ‘he one man rule.
.. If the dem@erats in the house of representa
tives will make a fleht for a committee on rules
Iarge ettough to represent the whole country and
put themselves in opposition to the one man po™er
which hag dwarfed the posi*irn of the members

and enshrined the apenker as boss, the election of
& democratic congress in 1908 will be made easier.




