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could not tell what he might
g)ﬂsg;mlgharey 0tmr"n out and seek by heroic
efforts to place him In the White house,

Should thelr efforts succeed, he might not,

after all, be able to conduct ‘a sate adminis-

tration.” But there ig Jdistinctly a better feel-

Ing In business quarters toward him.”

There is no doubt that the corporate Inter-
ests have an understanding with gudge Parker,
for without such an understanding they would not
think of supporting him, The decision in the
merger case shows how Important it is that the
president should be in sympathy with the people
rather than In sympathy with the corporations.
The three judges appointed by Mr. Cleveland dis-
sented from the opinion of the courl, and as Juldge
Holmes stood with them, it would only require
one more judge to change the decision, even If
Judge Brewer's separate opinion does not al-
ready indicate the probability of an adverse deci-
sion in anott;n,r case,

If Juge® Parker were nominated by the infiu-
en the corporations and elected with the ald

their contributions, is there any doubt that Lis
appointeeg would be corporation men? Can the
democratic party afford to lend itself to a move-
ment to so make up the supreme court as to nul-
lify the efforts of the people at reform? To sc-
cure remedial legislation the people musgt have
not only the house, the senate, the presiden_g, but
the supreme court also, and as the members of
the supreme court hold office for life, that depart-
ment of the government ig hardest to change. As
president, Judge Parker might appoint one, two,
or even thiee supreme justices, and his appoint-
ments might bar the way to reliel for ten or fif-
teen years, Can the party afford tc take such a
chance? Judge Parker hag been before the coun-
try as a candidate for a year, and 1 all that time
he has never expressed himself upon a single pub-
lle question or indicated his views on a single is-
sue. Can we afford to nominate a question mark?
If 80, we need not be surprised if the voters in-
dulge in exclamations,

Democracy’s contest with plutocracy ig not a
sham battle or a make-believe fight. It is a ter-
ribly earnest struggle, and the decigion in the
merger case has pointed out with great distinct-
nesg the possible result of a mistake in the se-
lection of a candidate. There are hundreds of
democrats whose sympathies are with the masses
of the people and whose opiniong are known—men
who have had more experience in polillcal life
than Judge Parker, and who would poll more
votes on election day. Some of these men have
been mentioned; others have not. Surely among
those who have heen proposed or might be pro-
posed It is possible to find someone who will give
voice to the democratic conseienc, and lead a
charge against the cohorts of organized and pre-
datory wealth,

The republican party is controlled by the core
porations; it is dominated by the trust magnates
and financiers, The president has signally failed
to enforce the criminal section of the anti-trust
law, and his attorney general hastens to allay any
fears that the merger decision might have ex-
cited. The president will have the support of
Wall street unless the democratic party nomi-

nates a man nearer to the corporations than he
is. Could the democratic party afford to get be-
tween the republican party and the trusts, even
If it were possible to do go? If Mr, Par’teach + a
man with a record, if his conviction gy Hust.own
and his position on public issueg - +y defined,
Mr. Hill's championship of his cause might n~t
be sufficient to eun. iy destroy his availability,
but with his opinlongs unkwown and his aspira-
tions in the hands of Mr, Hill, it 1s not unfair to
regard Mr, Hill as the keeper of his consclence,
and who is 8o poorly gqualified to keep any one's
conscience.

The fact that Mr, Parker is an enigma ought
to remove him from consideration, and the gitua-
tion is made still worse by the blight of Mr.
Hill's support. When to this is added the over-
shadowing danger which the merger decision has
pointed out, Is it not time that the honest, earn-

m mon“o

est, loyal democrats awake from their ]e]th::glyt;
lay aside the thought of compromise, dnfu ragu"
an aggressive campaign to save the E,ﬂ.l(}l(‘? ¢
party from the menace of corporale contro! o
If Mr. Parker is nominated it must no &

ag a “harmony candidate”’—it must be with te
knowledge that he represents the same elemenl,
the same influence and the same me}llods' whic(:
during Mr, Cleveland's second administration le

the democratic party through “the valley of the
shadow of death.”
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By and For the Classes.

A Kennet Square, Pa, reader of The Com-
moner directs attention to Mr. Lincoln’s Gettys-
burg speech and says that the most familiar quo-
tation in that famous address has been used in a
way to give a distorted meaning. The suggestion
made by this reader is so interesting that his
statement on this point is printed in full:

“The quotation to which I refer is—'That
we here highly resolve , . .; that this nation, un-
der God, shall have a new birth of freedom; and
that government of the people, by the people, for
the people, shall not perish from the carth.’

“Did Mr. Lincoln use the word government
as a proper noun? If as a noun—then in a sense
50 many use it: a ‘government of the people, by
the people, for the people? This form would give
to the prepositions ‘of* and ‘by’ precisely the same
meaning, I. e., government derived from the peo-
ple. The tautology is too apparent to admit of
his having used it in this sense.

“My contention is that Mr, Lincoln used the
word ‘government’ participially, denot’nz more of
action than substance, and that the phrase, ‘gov-
ernment of the people, by the people, for the
people,” (a most concise yet comprehensive defini-
tion of democracy), was meant to be the subject
of the modified verb ‘shall perish,” and that in.
the sentence ‘government of the people, by Lbe
people,’ the prepositon ‘of' bears the same rela-
tion to the sentence that it does in government of
the pupils, by the teacher; government of the
laborers, by the bosses.

“In using the expression, ag many speakers
do, ‘Government of the classes, by and for the
classes;’ ‘Government of the trusts, by and for

the trusts’ the people fail to see, or feel, how they
are affected, but by making it ‘government of the

people, by and for the classes,’ as 1 believe Mr.
Lincoln meant the formula to be used, it presents

@ Dnauseous and revolting dose to freemen evs
erywhere,

“Granting my contention, then, would it not
be well to define the form of democracy we advo-
cate as: government of the people, by and for
the people: andg plutocracy—the form we decry

and detest—as: government of the people, by
and for the money-changers, always keeping in
View that the people are being governed, whether
by and for themselves, or by and for the classes,
In disregard of the will and wishes of the people,”
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Sermons on Burton.

ert.lng for the Chicago Tribune, William A}-
len White, the well-known Dewspaper man of
Kansas, delivers an interesting sermon with Sen-
ator Burton’s unhappy experience ag the text,

Mr. White, like Senator Burton, ig a& repub-
lican, but pe says that the conviction of Mr
?urt&n me surprise no one in Kans '

ng Ir. White, thig is true because * ’
character hae been welr “knéwn 'ln‘me 'S
twenty year U

road
Referr aPers:' r. Burton, Mr, White 8ays:
F‘cf_xr_ E' 'n years befor

e he went tg
Kansag he was

er house of the state legisla

ture Wher
openly solicited bribeg and w ? @ he
Of tmes in the newspapers :‘;fiﬁrﬁgtdozeus

being a boodler without t ot
ment upon Burton's p:rt.h . rg}ggt?ntdresent--
perfectly reputable and financially peg Oagajn
newspapers have charged Burton witi:p -I:sme
:ﬁf elvery obligation of life, socia) mc:r;]()]at-

¢al, and financia), ang he made no attén?:;

Whi

railroads in state polftics. B

Mr. Burton’s. election fig expl
te in this way: T by

“His election was duc to the influence of

very loc 5
ney for the Rock Island, the Micecr. - 2o

ton. Peremptory orders came out of ¢
and St. Louis in the cam

Misscurj Pacitic,

" Bur.
hicago
paign which ended

with Burton's election demanding thay locg

|
Kansas railroad lawyerg Support Burioy o
lose their places.” e Ot

furni

would go into politics ag & means of profi "

he preaches a very eloquent sermop
value of honesty,

This is all very true;
avoid the reflaction that

condition speaks for itself an
cordingly.

dress

H
did it happen that a man whose character, it "
well understood in Kansag for twen
& bad one, could be elected to represent

state

republicans of Kansag
senator a man who dared not resent the ¢l
that he had openly solicited bribes, that he

a boodler, and that he had violated every op)
tion of life?

rajlroads were able to
senate?

The railroads did not provide the election ma-

chinery. The republican members of the Kan
legislature diq

well,

sermons to the republican leaders of Kansas: ana
not only to the republicans of Kansas, but to
the republicang of other states who have sup-
mitted to railroaqd domination, just as tamely as
the republicaus of Kansas have done?

While Mr. White is engaged in the delivery
of sermons, would it not be well for him to take ag
a text some of the other members of the United
States senate? It is not necessary that he take

those

tions and, largely because of the smallness of the
scheme, have been brought Lo punishment. There
sits in the United States senate today a man wno
Is notoriously the representative of the greatest of
all trusts,
ties, he shows no concern, whatever, for public
Interests. His business is to protect the inter-
ests of the great trusts: every other consideration
Is ignored in consideration for the trust,

publie
of the

ticular senator.

Burton did wrong ang undoubtedly deserves
punishment; but is it not, after all, a mockery for

newsp

edness of the Burtons, while closing their eyes to

the in

lic men who have not been called Lo account, but

who in gpite of the notoriety of the fact that they
are representativeg of

places

of the

Al opportunity for comparing the size and oper-

ations
Th

ing:

. “For instance, the assets of the United States
teel corporation amount to $1,683,845,298.
the'Pare that with the total amount of cash in

he Un

“The capital stock of States Steel &
Corporation jg 8868,583,83{) 5 Sy : 1

ednesg,
Panies
722,135,

debt of ?lf:mpare this with the interast-bearir;g
@
$901,470,950, United States, which amounts
"The Un

its own debt an
25,636,657 g L

$43,111,735. maky

The publication of the second annual report

¢ Journal says that it does this in order that
its readers ma

Preciation of
ETeat tryst,
has succeede

Then Mr. White says that Mr, Burtop

shed a horrible example to young men ‘hus

and ’
upon the

present (ay
Bermonizes go.
Mr. White would do better tg aii- '
his sermons to the republican party. |

was
Ly years, was

that
How dia it happen that the

chose for United States
large

in the senate?
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iga- |
it happen that the allied
elect this man to the

How did

d8
the choosing, Would it not pe
then, for Mr. White to address some of uis

who have been engaged in small transac-

In the discharge of his senatorial du-

KEvery
interest must bend to the private interests
multi-millionaireg represented by this par-

aper writers to prate about the cheap wick-

lquity on a much larger scale of other pub-

special interests, yet retain
of honor in the republican organization?
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Concentration.

Steel trust affords the Wall Street Journal

of the stee] trust with other familiar things.

Y be able to arrive at a truer ap-
the wealth and busmess of this
It must be admitted that the Journal
d in preparing an Interesting show«

-

Now

ited 8

lates treasury, which is $1,413,110,665,

, and itg bonded indebts
together with that of the subsidiary com+
Is $568,138,535, making a total of $1,4%.

Ited States Stee] pays in interest 0B
f the subsidjary companies
» B0d It paid in Alvidends last yer
Ng a total of $¢8,748,392. Come
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