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Crime is crime, whether perpetrated under
the guise of “duty” or “destivy.”

King Cotton recently stepped back on his
throne and remained long enough lo recall how
he used to feel in the good old days.

When a man feels called upon fo make a
seven-column apology it is a sign that he realizes
the need of making an apology of some kind,

Doubtless John Bull ecould give Czar Nicholas
some valuable pointers on this thing of going to
war with a people who fight for the preservation
of their country,

Salt Lake is said to be drying up, and aoubt-
less Mr, Hanna wishes that a celebrated citizen
of the metropolis close by that lake would do
the same thing.

Iowa’s state house is in ruins, but the fire
wasg not set by any of the state officials working
themselves up to a fever heat in the effory to curb
the corporations.

Mr. Hanna's frieads are quietly insisting that
the Roosevelt boom will yet have to seek the
services of the incubator thai is caring for that
six-ounce Colorado baby.

Sultan Adbul namfd wants it distinetly under-
stood that he will promptly agree to anything
that does not require him %o put up money or
stop doing as he pleases.

President Roosevelt gave the varied interesis
of the south just seven lineg in his message. But
this is fully as much as he expecls to get from
the south next November,

Mr. Root bows and declares that so long as
people bark at Wood he wil: defend him, But
what will Wood do when Root leaves, and carries
lis trunk back to New York?

“Vexatious indisposition” is a new one, but
it seems to fit the case of the administration in
the matter of prosecuting the grafters and violat-
ors of the anti<trust law,

Secretary Cortelyou say3 the government
should establish a great rquarium at Washing-
ton. If the government furnishes the tanks
Wall street can furnish the water.

The New York millionaire who says he trav-
eled 9,000 miles without finding any evidence of
hard times should take a run over into tne steel
and tin plate manufacturing districis,

A Pennsgylvanian carved a car out of a chunk
of coal, surmounte¢ it with the national eclors
and presented it to President Roosevelt. Owing
to the fact that the man uld not make the flag
the gift was accepted with effusive thenks,

Mr. Hanna was re-elected senator on the 13(h,
By providing for all contingencies before elecling
the legislature, instead of afterwards, Mr, hanna
gsaved himself considerable annoyaonce and inci-
dentally made it possible to take a run home from
Washington occasionally,

The Commones.

The governor of New Hzmpshire draws four
galaries, but even that is not neariy so bac as
the habit some postal dep-rtment .mployes have
contracted of seizing guestionable perquisites,

This Is campaign year, and democrats who are
loyal to democratic principles should be rousing
themselves to a realizing sense of the duty they
owe to themselves, their party and their country.

Among other precautions against panics in
theatres and other public places, it might be well
to invent sometihing that will squelch the fool who
yells “fire,” and squelch him, too, before he has
time to yell

The Commoner's subscription campaign pro-
gresses at a gratifying rate, Every uemocrat who
is opposed to the “reorgan.zation” of demociacy
should lend his assistance in making Lthe eampaign
an unparalleled success.

Mr, Carnegie insists that England would give
vast sums of money for about 7,000,000 of our
negro cltizens. General A'ger opines that he is
able to give England a tip on how to secure a

i large number at much less rate per head.

The Sioux City Journal says that Iowa has
more commissions than she needs at the present
rate of taxation. What has the esteemed Journal
to say of the modern republican pi:an of refer-
ring disputed questions to commissiong that make
places for discredited politicians?

The Washington Post advocates “sending the
poor to the country.” That- just what the pro-
tective tariff is doing for us. We get the poor
sent to this country to compete with American
workingmen, and the manufacturers hold up the
purchasers in the home market under the plea
of protecting American workingmen.

BTl T T U U U O

For the convenience of those who are
preserving files of The Commoner an in-
dex of Volume 3 has been prepared. It is
too long to publish in a regular issue of
the paper, but those who desire it may
secure a copy by sending a 2-cent stamp.
Address, The Commoner, Lincoln, Neb.
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An Oklahoma territory reader of The Com-

moner writes: “Is it possibtle to ascertain ap-

proximately tne percentage of

What native born American vote that

is the goes to the repubiican party in

Percentage? 2 presidential ycar? A good

democrat pots it a. about one-

third by counting the foreign and negro vote that

usually goes to that party Please give us what

information you have upon the guesilon.” [f any

Commoner reader ig able to gupply this informa-
tion, it will be accepted with thanks.
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A "Honolulu, Hawail, reader writes; *“Yon
may judge of the conditions kere waen [ can say
> that I firm.y belicve that if a
Hawaiian’s referendum were submitted to
are the voters of this territory,
Weary. whether they wish to continue
under territorial conditions or
return to an Independent form Jf government
with possibly a protectorate declared by uncle
Sam, the latter proposition would win two to
one. This is not becanse the Hawaiians cannot
be loyal to our American institutioas, but largely
because up to the dresent time they have seen
. very little of the American spirit in the conduct
of our territorial officers.”

ORLD

A Kentucky reader sends to The Commoner a
circular issued in behalf o? one of the candidates
tor the democratic nomination

Disastrous | 1900, in which ecircular, re-
to be ferring to this candidate it was
Right said: “He was not entirely in

tympathy with the de 3
platforms of 1896 and of 1900, but he anppol:'lgacdr alﬁxi:
democratic ticket in both of these disastrous con-
tests, and stood by the party.” This Kentucky
reader adds: “I have no patience with a man
who seeks a democratic nomiration on the ground
that he has not agreed with the party, We made
a great fight in 1896 and agair in 1900, and polied
more votes than were ever polled b the party
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before. It does not seem to m
thinks the efforts we then madee taaea & man whe

e A8
is the proper man to lead the party to v .. '®
R

. An Havana, Ark., reader sends A
Ifrom a statement made by Secreta’:-: 2¥'r1lhl
Treasury Shaw, in which re.

Joffer;on {nladr:!ng to the democratic posi.
an on the money question, yr
Jackson, ' Shaw sald:  “Yhey said it wge

Jacksonian, It was not. .
son was a gold standard maa.» They said i: dw::;
Jeffersonian. It was not. Jefferson fs on recoy
as favoring the single gold standard.”
Mr. Shaw has forgotten that ‘Andrew Jackson
signed a bill providing for the free and uniim(eq
colnage of gold and silver at the ratio of 16 1, |
and he would find it just ag difficult to prove a1
Thomas Jefferson was a single gold standard man
as he would to prove that Andrew Jackson was a
monometallist, i
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A Fort Worth, Tex., reader of The Commoner
sends a newspaper clipping showing a Washing-
ton dispatch claiming that .ne

Perhaps

The Fight result of the November electicn
on Tom is “the elim!nation of Tom John-
Johnson. son gﬁt.(;l;lyitmm the national

. eouncils his party, but niom
the leadership of his own. state.” This reaer

says: “1 would like to know by whom such pilh=
lications are started or given out to the newspas«
pers and for what purpose such thoughts arc put
in the daily papers.” Evicently dispatches of
this character emanate from those who are inter-
ested in maintaining special priviieges, and aie
therefore opposed to the participation ‘n polilics
by such men as Tom Johnson. It 1s plain, how-
ever, that so long as there are gigantic eviis in
government, it will be rather difficuit to eliminate
from politics strong and faithful men like the
gentleman from Ohio.
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A Des Moineg (Ia.) reader of The Commoner
writes to say that when two years ago the demo-
cratie candidate for governor of

The Party Jowa was defeated, It was
Should be claimed that it was becausc he
Feithful Tan on the Kansas City plai-

form; that at .ae last lowa
convention, the Kansas City platform was re-
pudiated and a good democrat who had supported
the ticket loyally was nominpated for governor
with the result that he was beaten pra-tically by
the same plurality that was rolled up against the
party two years ago. This writer adds “When-
ever the democratic party hesitates or is afraic to
advocate an issue, that will as they say disturb
the business Interests, or, in other words, the
trusts or banks of issue that receive special prive
ilegés at the hands of the government, it may ae-
pend upon being defeated. To succeed, democracy
must champion the cause of the masses and open=
ly and fearlessly fight privileged clisses wherever
found, whether it is the steel trust, the sugar
trust or the money trust, and whcn demociacy
does this, it will in the end be successful and it
is the only success worth winning.
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A reader of The Commoner asks: “When were
the citizens of the District of Columbia disfian-
ehised? Wrat were the causcs
In the that led to said disfranchise-
District of ment? Did thfelnnzr-nshiof “:3
Distriect have full [ranchise,
Columbia. other words did they vote lor
president; did they have s congressman or were
they entitled to one; also, did they have a local
self-government? I claim that the District ol
Columbia had the full frauchise antil the coi-
ored people came after the war and threatened
to ontvote the white men.” The Distiict never had
full franchise. In the beginning, the authority
was placed In the “ands of three :ummia_sium—l{w-
Later, Washington was Incorporated and its g0V<
ernment wasg arranged by the creation ~nf a presi=
dent and a council, the former appouinted by i
president and the latter chosen by the people. 1D
1820 a mayor to be elected by the people was sub-
stituted for a president. In 1871 a .erritorial pove
ernment was created, the governor and UpIET
house being appointed by the president, and l!“_;
lower house selected by the people. In 1814, thi5
system was abolished and a board of three (‘Ol_:l‘
missioners was provided, In 1878, congress i”(ft
vided for a permanent government. The dlsm,},
never had a congressman, and not being & fmd
was, of course, not entitled to one. It is cla m}n‘t
that the large number of negroes in the Di_ss[usa o
bad something to do with the complete disfr
chisement in the District of Columbia.
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