C JULY 31, 1903

THE COMMON PEOPLE [© |

Rev. Harry Huntington, pastor of the Method-
ist Eplscopal church at Nermsl, asked the divine
blessing upon the sssembly at the ecelebration of
the Fourth of July at Fairview. The imvecation
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- our broad flelds, and our hills and mountains. But,
ou, Father, In our pride, will not Thou help ns
that we may be very bhumble, and may not forget
be malntained upon wealih
and npon power i . but that it must be estab-
lished upon the hearts of the people. Our Father,
we know that the lust of office some times kills,
and that the spoils of office some times buys men.
Our time demands slrong

whom the spoils office camnot buy. Men who
poesess opinions and a will. Men who have hoaor.
Men who will not lie. Men who can stand before
a demagogue and scorn his treacherous flatteries
without winking., 'Tall men, sun-crowned, who live
above the fog ia public duty and in pri-
vate thinking. Our Father, we pray Thy
blessing upon every Americam throughout the
* Jength and breadth of our Jand. Bless our people
and let them truly be strosmg men and women, and
may we keep very close to the teachings of the
Man of Galilee. We ask Thy blessing upon the
president of these United States and upon every
official over our land, and as officers who have
taken the oath to do their duty in the administra-
tion of their ofice, may ali our officers seek W
perform that duty rightly and honestly in the
pight of God. May we come to the place where
manhood is above office, where manhood is first,
and where we all as an American people seek to
know and do the whole of our duty. We pray,
Heavenly Father, that this day may not be ob-
served ia a superficial celebration, and that people
may meet together today to do honor to the flag
and to the heroes of the past

Mr. Post was lntroduced by Mr. Bryan and
spoke as follows:

Mr. Bryan, Ladies and Geatlemen: It is a
greai pleasure and a great honor to be allowed to
participate in a Fourth of July celebration like
this, in such a place as this, and in such company
as | find myself today.

But everybody in the United States does not
like the kind of celebration that Mr. Bryan is pro-
posing as well as 1 do. Some days ago I asked a
gentleman if he was going to attend the Fourth
of July celebration at Mr. Bryan's place. “No,”
he answered, “] am tired of hearing Mr. Bryan
talk about equal rights and things of that kind.”
(Laughter.) “But,” I asked, “arem’t you going to
attend a Fourth ef July ecelebration anywhere?”’
“Oh, yes, 1 suppose 80.,” said he; “T1 shall go to
scme place around home.” “Don’'t you expect to
hear some speaker there?” "“Of course | do.”
“And don’'t you expect that speaker to say some-
thing in favor of equal right?’ “Oh, yes,” he re-

plied, “but I don't mind that; what makes me
+ more oR Bryan is )tht he believes im it.” (Laugh-

That sugses the real significance, ladies and
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- A naval officer.

Speech delivered by Louis F. Post
Fourth of July celebration at Fair.
view under the ausploes of the Fair-
view JoffersonClub. ® © & & ¢ ¢
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We are not celebrating merely the birth of a
nation—the birth of even so great a republic as
this. Why, it isa’t worth while to celebrate the
birth of the mation simply because it is & nation.
Nations have been born and nations have died.
This nation was born a little more than a cen-
tury ago. We cannot tell how soon It may pos-
sibly die as the others have died. But the prin-
ciples upon which this nation was founded, those
principies of equality, those principles of justice,
those principles of righteousness, they can never
die! (Voice: Amen-—Applause,) And it is those
principles that we are celebrating.

You have often heard men who claim to be
patriotic say, “Our ecountry, right or wrong." They
think that is patriotism. But that is not patriot-
jem. That is political idolatry, my friends. Think
of t a moment. Analyze it. My country, right
or wrong! My state, right or wrong! My parly,
right or wrong! My county, right or wrong! My
tcwnship, right or wrong! My family, right or
wrong! Mysell, right or wrong! ME! (Laughter
and applause.) That is what it all comes down
to. (Applause.) It is nothing but magnitied self-
ishness, magnified, self-interest, magnified egotism
—to stand for our country, right or wrong. Let
us stand for our country right, always; but pever
for our country wrong. (Applause.)

Why, the men who gave currency to thir idea
of “Our country, right or wrong'—who was he?
I have no doubt of his patriot-
fem. What did he say? “I hope my country may
always be right; but as a naval officer, right or
wrong, my country!” Well, what has that to do
with you as voters? Suppose a constable that you
had elected to execute laws, not to make them,
suppose he should gay, “I hope the law may al-
ways be just, but just or not, I shall execute iL"”
That is all that that naval officér said. He never
meant to advise the American people, those who
have votes, that they with their votes should
stand for our country, wrong. For the constable,
the naval officer, the army officer, the man whose
business it is to execute the law—it is not for him
in that capacity to say whether the law is right or
not; but for you, and you, and you, every one of
you, you who have votes, it is for you to see to it
that you never call upon any of your oflicers,
from constable to admiral, from admiral to presi-
dent, ever to execute an unjust law. Our country,

right! Not our country, right or wrong, but our
country, right! That is the position for voters to
take.

A similar principle applies to the flag. Now
don't imagine that I am a traitor if | say an
unusual word about the flag. We have two flags.
There is that plece of bunting, a mere piece of
cloth. You can buy it anywhere for a few cenis
or a few dollars; red stripes and white siripes,
blue field and white stars—al] of them. That Is
simply a symbol, and ¥ you bow down to worship
that plece of cloth you are a political idolator.
Unless you can look beyond the cloth itself, un-
less when that cloth thrills you it thrills you with
a thought of the great patriotic truth the cloth
represents, you are no American patriot, you are
nothing but a pagan worshipping an idol.

And how oftea are the people made to wor-
ship that symbol in order to hide from them some
—well, just let me tell you a story: Once upon a
time in an eastern town they got up a Washington
birthday celebration of the ordinary kind for the
school childrem, and they put a flag across the
back wall of the school house, and they had other
flag trizxmings, and so forth, and they had an
orator who spoke about the great and good Wash-
ington. He wanted to make a little dramatic ef-
fect in the course of his talk, s0 he suddenly
stopped and said, “My little boys and girls, do you
know why that flag is streiched across there?”
There was no answer. “What!” he exclaimed,
“don’t you kmow why that flag is there today?”
A little boy raised his hand and said, “I know.”
“That’'s it,” sald the orator; “that's it; and now,
my little patriotic friend, why is that flag streiched
gcroes there today?’ “H you please, sir,” piped
up the boy, “it's to hide the dirt om the wall!”

mere-

I was asked if | would say & word today about
the common people. The '
know that that Nitle story aboul the fag
2 great truth taat runsg Lthrongh the whole
of the common people. It i# the judgment
child in regard (0 matiers of sim
wrong. The child of any intelligonce
plerce through all your hypocriay.
seems to be something lMke the judgment
child, like the spirit of the child, not in
ular child perhaps, but in childrea generall
in the children of larger growih -a cerizia
thing which when it is expressed we canll i
opinfion. Now, public opinion s
pression of the spirit of the common
how the sun ¢omes Lhrough the
tent, with its heat and with s
up all in the tent, and it warms il
warm, poasibly, for the sun’s heat is Iite
love of God himself, we sometimes have to get
the shade or It will burn ns up. Juet a2 the
light and heat come down tarough the tent wpom
us, in a similar way do the very love and windom
of God, infinite love and nfinite wisdom, K come
pouring down upon mankind. He who wifl open wp
the windows of his mind and son] will resive
heat and that light, that love and that windom;
and the great mass of the common people, the ua-
privileged people, do open wp the doors
hearts and minds, and take 1 hent
Nght, this love and this wisdom from the Infinfte,
and 80 we get an effect that has been expressed
in the terms, *“The voice of the people is the voles
of God.” ]

You may think of
ingless phrase. Bat it
people is the voice of
men. The volee of the peopie i the voiee of God!
That is & true saying. You can always appeal—
Abraham Lincoln knew it and pone knew M better
—you can aiways appel] to the common people Oon
the basis of right. When you touch & man's
of right, or If you touch the sense of rizhi
mass of the people, the common
privileged people, you gtrike a ehord
fails ultimately to respond. M =
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faith. That would
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hopper.” ve.
prove a negative. He had to prove that there was
no sense of hearing anywhere else n
hopper’'s anatomy.
the grasshopper and put him back in the same
place on the table, and then he tapped on the ta-
ble. again, and behold
jump! (Laughter,)
“Therefore,”—and he said it with as much logie
as distinguished social sclientists use—
(Continmed on Page



