JUNE 26, 1903.

One of the most Important reports
relative to the postoffice scandals was
made public June 17. This is the re-
pily of Fourth Assistant Postmaster
General Bristow to the charges made
by Seymour W. Tulloch, former cash-
fer of the Washington city postoflice.
Mr. Bristow deals with the exposae
reiating to irregularities in the postal
derariment and says the report of in-
gpection and Investigations at the
Washington postoffice by inspectors
between June 30, 1899, and July 31,
1400, together with the charges made
several years ago by Mr. Tulloch and
conclusions thereon then reached by
Postmaster General Charles Emory
Smith. The Washington correspon-
dent for the Chicago Chronicle, re-
ferring to Mr. Bristow’s report, says:

These papers constitute by far the
most significant documents yet made
pullic as a result of the sweeping
postal investigation. The reports
show the existence of many irregular-
fties during the period involved. The
inspector who Investigated the ir-
regularities reports that the files of
the postoffice cashier show direct or-
ders from superior authority for the
disbursement of all the questionable
itoms cited. The {inspector urged
“that the responsibility for the many
illegal appointments, the payment of
two salaries to one and the same per-
son and the disbursement of thou-
gands of dollars for which practically
no service was performed should be
placed where it properly belongs and
the many abuses corrected.”

In a summary of the several reports
the postmaster general says:

“The charge of Mr. Tulloch is, in
its essence, against President McKin-
ley and Postmaster Ceneral Smith,
President McKinley I8 no longer liv-
ing; Postmaster General Smith, who
carried out President McKinley's pol-
icy, has answered for himself. With
regard to the present management of
the Washington postoffice and the
conduct of any and all men charged
with wrong-doing who have been ir
the postal service under the present
administration a thorough and search-
ing investigation is now being made
and when it is ended all the facts in
the case will be made public, as also
whatever action may be taken in view
of such facts.”

The documents made public today
gehow that on May 1 last Mr. Payne
wrote a letter tu Mr, Bristow calling
attention to the published interview
with Mr, Tulloch and asked Mr. Bris-
tow: *“What truth, if any, I8 there
in the statements and particularly up-
or that part which speaks of your
connection and that of the postoffice
inspectors?”’

Mr. Bristow in his reply, dated three
days later, sald:

“At the time of the transfer of the
Washington postoffice to John A.
Merritt, incoming postmaster, by
James P. Willett, retiring postmaster,
June 30, 1899, inspection was in prog-
ress and as nearly as | can remember
Chief Inspector Cochran and Inspec-
tor in Charge Smith called upon me
and advised me that the inspectors
in the investigation of the postoffice
Pad discovered many irregularities of
a serious nature which seemed to be
authorized by the department. After
discussing the matter at some length
with them I directed that a report re-
leting in general to the transfers be
submitted in the regular way and cop-
ies of the same referred to the vari-
ous divisions or bureaus of the de-
partment and that a speclal report af-
fecting the irregularities that seemed
to be authorized by the department
be submitted.

“During the progress of the Inspec-
tion I was advised by the chief in-
gpector that George W. Beavers, chief
of the salary and allowance division,
had suggested to one of the inspectors
that when he came to certain appoint-
ments in some of the stations that ap-
peared irregular he had better make
no reference to them, as they had been
ordered personally by the postmaster
general. [ told the chief ingpector to
instruct the inspectors to report the
facts as they would in any other in-
spection; that I did not believe the
postmaster general had knowingly au-
thorized any irregularities.

“Captain W. B, Smith, inspector In
charge, submitted a special report on
July 6 as directed, which disclosed
what seemed to me glaring irregulari-
ties, and I submitted it personally to
the postmaster general, suggesting to
him at the time that it contained mat-
ters to which I thonght he would want
to give his personal attention.

“Referring to the statement that I
had demanded a thorough Investiga-
tion of the office of the first assistant
postmaster general, I beg to state that
[uspector in Charge Smith in his spe-
cial report stated that he had discov-
ered a condition of affairs which, in
hig judgment, required an immediate,
thorough and exhaustive investiga-
tion. I submitted this report to tha
postmaster general with my approval,
but I did not consider such approval
as a demand on m: part that the of-
fice of the first assistant postmaster
general be investigated.”

Regarding the inspection in 1900
Mr. Bristow sayes he was Informed by
the chief inspector that complaint was
made to the postmaster general that
Iuspector Little, who was engaged on
the work, “was, asking unnecessary
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questions and seeki: ; information
which was not called for in an in-
spection.” Inspector Little was In-

structed to mane the same kind of an
Investigation that bhe would make of
any other office, After an Inquiry Mr,
Bristow was clearly convinced that the
Guestions asked were not unnecessary
or improper."”

Expenditures irregularly charged to
the Washington office and which be-
longed to the department Itself are
specified In the report of the Inspec-
tion In June, 1899, It says that Rob-
ert V. Willett, a son of the postmas-
ter at that time, drew two salaries
from July 1 to December 10, 1898, one
as a laboreras a laborer at the city
postofiice at $600 a year and the other
ar a mechanic at $2 a day for each
workday, on what appears to have
Leen a special roll of the free deliv-
ery service, and that N. H. Baler
likewgle was designated as a laborer
on the postoffice roll April 29, 1890, at
$700 per annum and on the same
date as mechanic on the free delivery
roll at $2 a day. The inspectors say
tkat on June 30, 1899, twenty-two em-
ployes were borne on the rolls and
paid on what has been known asg the
“military roll,”” while the “military
10l1" shows thirty-four names as hav-
ing been pald by the cashier of the
Washington postoffice,

There was also found a “special
roll” of employes, pald from miscel-
laneous allowances, these appoint-
ments belng under control of the
postoffice department. This roll con-
sists of nine “cleaners,” with salaries
from $400 to $600, and one "physl-
clan” at a salary of $1,700. Some of
the “cleaners” appear to have per-
formed very little service and others
pone at all.

The most important exhibit is the
confidential report of Postofice In-
spector in Charge Smith of the Wash-
Ington division, made in July, 1899,
setting forth irregularities which he
urged should be Investigated. He
names four employes on the military
roll who "“appear not to have per-
fcrmed any service in connection
with military postal matters and for
whose original appointment or con-
tinuance on the rolls no good reason
exists.” The payment to W. 8. Lar-
ner, a military postal elerk, under
protest, by the cashier, of $118.93 sub-
sequently disallowed by the auditor
of the treasury on January 4, 1899, is
gone into at length and it is ghown
that this matter was entirely firreg-
vlar and that payments were directed
without proper vouchers. The inspec-
tor says that while the cashier was
out of the office temporarily, and hav-
ing: left instructions that no final pay-
ment be made to Larner until hig ex-

Being, Not Seeming.

Nature intended the face to be the
stamp of man's character. Man
changed that standard into clothes,
Yet, long ago, both were found want-
ing, and the verdict given, “All is not
gold that .glitters.” Shakespeare was,
perhaps, the greatest character reader
tbat ever lived, and we may know
that his judgment was correct.

We see it every day—the well-
dressed man admitted to the highest
society who, if his true life were
known, would Le cast out as the low-
est scoundrel. On the other hand, the
poor deserving man of brains is given
the cold shoulder because he does not
wear a silk hat and a coat of broad-
cloth. It would surprise some of our
good people to know just with whom

they come in contaet every day. If

some mighty magician could lay bare
the hearts of mortal man, what 1
scene would be presented.

O, let us be, not seem. Let us be
our own selves under all circum-
stances, Let us throw away the de-
ceit and hypocrisy of which already the
world has had a surfeit. Let our
smiles be frank and true, bespeaking
the kindly thoughts within, and let
cur lives show forth these thoughts
—The Idealist.

With the Paragraphers,

Paducah News-Democrat: Anybody
who ever thought Perry Heath would
do anything at any time ought to go
right round the barn and be ashamed
of bhimself—according to Perry.

Indianapolis Sentinel: Having been

scundly whipped by Senator Foraker,
Mr. Hanna is now going blithely for-
ward to a tremendous thrashing by
the next Ohio democratic senatorial
nominee,

Columbug Citizen: Mr. Hanna is
quite right in inzisting that his chief
object in life at present is his own re-
election. That is the first thing to
come and the indications are that it
vill come hard.

Boston Herald: When Rockefeller
and Gould and the Pennsylvania rail-
road and other warriorg of their size
get to quarreling, it is just as well for
other folks to stand from under and
fave their money.

Seattle Times: The principal dif-
ference between the hidebound Mis-
souri democrat and the hidebound
Fennsylvania republican is that the

pense account was adjusted by the au-
ditor, Larner called and demanded
an Immediate settlement, and when
settlement was not made at once he
appealed to the department and the
ecting postmaster on demurring fur-
ther was infor~ed by the department
that the “Washington office held a
letter from the first assistant post-
master general directing payment to
be made to Mr. Larner and If that
was not good enough perhaps it would
obey one signed by the postmaster
general. The amount was finally
pald under written Instructions. On
December 12 and 14 Larner was re-
quested to call at the Washington of-
fice and furnish information required
by the auditor and return $8.16 over-
payment of salary sbtained by misrep.
resentation, but no answer was re-
celved to such requests.”

Attention Is called to certain ltems
of expenditures authorized for the
nilitary postal service of supplies,
furniture, traveling expenses, aggre-
gating $8,760.70, with the statement
that whether the foregoing items were
purchased in the open market or as
the result of competitive bids the in-
spector Is unable to say, but that the
prices pald for some of the articles
enumerated, such as washstands at
$40 each, appear to have been highly
excessive and lead to the bellef that
the feature of competition did not en-
ter into the transaction.

An iInteresting feature concerns ir-
regularities in the appointment, com-
pensation and promotion of Oliver H,
Smith. On November 20, 1897, the
first assistant postmaster general au-
thorized an allowance of $600 per an-
pum for his appointment as laborer,
stating that the free delivery division
would also allow $2 per day to cover
car fare and Incidental expenses.
Smith drew pay from November 23,
i+97, to November 30, 1898, making
Lis compensation for one year ap-
proximately 31,348.60. The Inspector
reports “no one has certified to the
actual time Smith was employed nor
has any statement been attached to
his pay vouchers showing what par-
ticular service he rendered He was
continued In the dual capacity of clerk
and mechanie until April 1, 1899, when
he was promoted to be finance clerk
at $1,700 a year.” The inspector says
he¢ knows of no authority of law for
his appointment or promotion.

The inspector cites many similar
cases of Iirregularities, Many men
were drawing two salaries, others
were not known to be doing any work
for their money. Three women were
carried on the pay roll, it was sald, by
order of Postmaster General Smith
who were not known to do any work
in connection with the department.

former is sending his boodlers to the
penitentiary, while the latter ig not.

Indlapapolis Sentinel: That was a
touching scene at Cheyenne when the
sorrel gelding Ragalona kunelt before
President Roosevelt and worshiped
for a8 moment in silence. Ragalona
brushed a tear away as he turned from
the scene, and tuere were not half so
raany dry eyes in the audience as dry
throats when th: ceremony was over.

Johnstown Democrat: While at
home we are denoincing the feeble
little libel law of Pennypacker, the
supreme court ol the Philippine isl-
ands calmly upholds a decision by
which two American editors were
condemned, without even a jury trial,
to six months’ imprisonment and $1,-
000 fine each for criticising a publis

cflicial,




