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MAY 2, 1903. The Commoner.
tho American soldier. There must bo a very un-

mistakable lino drawn between tho great body of
honorable and faithful officers and private sol-

diers whoso records have been commendable and
those, of whatever station, whoso acts have re-

ceived and should receive tho earnest condemna-
tion of all honorable men."

The general is right A line must bo drawn
between the soldier who respects his country's po-

sition and always endeavors so act as to de-

fend the nation's high position among tho na-

tions, and the soldier, whether ho be officer or
private, who permits an Inherent brutality to
manifest itself in cruelty to tho helpless. It is
natural for tho guilty and for their friends to
resont criticism of individual officers as if it wero
criticism of the whole army, just as tho predatory
Tich seek to make it appear that punl'hment of
them is an attack upon property and property
Eights. Tho punishment of tho guilty is necessary
for the protection of the innocent, for only in
this, waycan the guilty be located and the wholo
army bo exonerated. It is better that the of-

fending member be punished than that wholo
body suffer. -

JJ
Leadership.

Mr. Bryan has not thought it proper to use
the columns of Tho Commoner to make answer to
criticisms which are purely personal, for ho de-

sires to make the paper an exponent of ideas
rather than of persons. There would be no room
for anything else if he attempted to reply to the
many republican and gold papers which contain
unkind comments and groundless criticism. He
has felt at liberty, however, to take notice of

some editorials which, in condemning him, con-

demn the ideas which ho advocates.
On another ...age will bo found an editorial

from the Springfield Republican which well illus-

trates one class of papers. The Republican op-

posed the democratic ticket in 1896, but in 1900

supported the ticket because tue question of im-

perialism was made paramount The editorials of

that paper, while they have often found fault
with the editor of The Commoner, are usually

written In a friendly vein and wh more fairnesg

than many papers show. Attention is called to
this editorial in order to point out a fact which
must bo borne in mind by the advocates of the
Kansas City platform. It will be noticed that tno
main charge made by the Republican is that Mr.
Bryan needs "a sane opportunism." It 1b pained
that Mr. Bryan does not bury the silver question
and thus become the "leader" of the radical move-

ment The Republican's position is easily ex-

plained. Its editor has never shown any com-

prehension of the real issue between the repub-
licans and the gold democrats on the one side
and the Kansas City platform democrats on the
other side namely, the issue between Mammon
and man. The Republican thinks that the silver
question should be buried, but the force of its
opinion on this subject is materially weakened
by the fact that it thought the same thing in
1896 and' the years prior to that When the dol-

lar was constantly rising in value because of leg-

islation hostile to-- silver, tne Republican was in
no wise alarmed. Tho appeals of the wealth-produce- rs

and the debt-paye- rs never reached its
sanctum. It treated the subject in a calmer man-
ner than the ultra-gol- d standard organs, but it
treated it from the side of the money lender and
tho money changer. It is hardly fair for a paper
that could see no life in the money question prior
to 1896 to pose as an expert physician and givo
an opinion upon the vitality of the issue now.
The editorial quoted from shows that tho editor
does not understand toda: the Issue between
those who want mopey scarce and those who
want a sufficient quantity; between those who
want a financial system, made by the financiers
for their own profit, and those who want a finan-
cial system made by the people for themselves.
TJie editorial contains not the slightest reference
to the gold standard plan, still uncompleted, wh'oh
contemplates, first, the makir- - of tho silver do-
llar redeemable in gold; second, tho withdrawal
of full legal tender qualities from it; third, its
final retirement; fourth, a branch bank system;
fifth, the complete retirement of the greenbacks,
and, sixth, an asset currency. These propositions
Are very Important ones, and are being consid-
ered by the financiers and will be pushed as
rapidly as possible.

If the editor of the Republican was as well
informed on the subject of money as he is on tho
subject of imperialism, or if his sympathies were

as actively with the masses of America, who aro
the victims of Wall street's financial legislation,
as his sympathies aro actively with tho Filipinos
who are tho victims of American exploitation, no
would understand that tho money question can
not bo dropped without a criminal disregard of
public interests. If ho understood tho money
questions or if his sympathies wero on tho right
side of tho question, ho would know that no com-
promise short of complete surrender can bo mado
with tho financiers.

At this moment thero is such a scarcity of
money in tho United States that that very scarcity
is being used as a club to bet congress into tho
passage of an asset currency law. That scarcity
is a sufficient 3ason for insisting upon opening
tho mints to tho coinage of silver. Throughout
tho world there is a scarcity of standard money
and that scarcity is evidence that silver is still
needed. These things can bo disregarded by thoso
who do not understand tho subject or by thoso
who understand tho subject, but sympathize with
tho financiers in their desiro for dear money, but
they cannot bo overlooked by those who are ac-

quainted with the principles of monetary science
and whose sympathies aro with tho people onco
described by John G. Carlylo as "tho struggling
masses."

But even if the advocates of the Kansas City
platform wero willing, "for tho sake of harmony,
to consider tho money question as temporarily
settled, if tho were willing to waive their views
on this subject and agree to keep tho money
question in abeyance for a few years while other
questions wero considered, they would find that
no progress would be made toward harmony,
first because the advocates of the gold standard
are not satisfied with our money system as it Is,
but insist upon changes that are inimical to
the interests of tho public. The honest gold
standard leaders would not agree to any propo-
sition that would leave tho money question in
statu quo for four years, and thero is no way by

. which they could bo bound to an agreement, even
if they were willing to mako it Tho advocates
of the gold standard havo proposed the only
terms that they will propose, namely, that t'io
platform shall ignore not only the silver part
of the money question, but every part of tho
money question. Second, that tho candidates
Bhall be men who can bo relied upon by Wall
street to use the entire influence of the govern-
ment to carry out tho plans of Wall street Third,
that the party organization shall bo turned over
to the advocates of tho gold standard to havo and
hold in perpetuity.

This is the only basis of compromise, and it Is
not compromise, but surrender, absolute and com-
plete. If the Republican does not know this it
has not improved the opportunity which it has
had to discover what is going on. If the Re-
publican, as is more likely, understands this, but
can see no harm in it, that fact alono would dis-
close its bias in favor of the financiers. Like some
of tho other anti-Imperialis- ts, tho Republican
seems to wonder why tho democrats who con-
stitute the majority of the party aro not
posed to accept an undemocratic man for a place
at tho head of tho democratic ticket The an-
swer is plain and ought to be known without tho
necessity of stating it A man who is undem-
ocratic In his sympathies cannot be trusted with
the immense power of the chief executive. Tho
democratic party tried thiJt In 1892, and tho re-
sult was that the administration became more
subservient to plutocratic influences than any
republican administration had ever been, and this
subserviency alienated an immense number of
voters and placed upon the democratic name
an odium that it has been difficult to remove.

In 1896 tho most potent argument that wo
had to meet was, "The democratic administration
has mined the country; a republican administra-
tion will restore prosperity." Mr. Hanna pre-
sented Candidate McKinley as the advance agent
of prosperity, and while the democratic party
was being held responsible for Mr. Cleveland's
administration Mr. Cleveland was helping tho
republicans to elect their candidate. In 1900,
when the democratic party tried to make imper-
ialism the paramount issue, the most potent ar-
gument it had to meet was, "The republican party
has brought prosperity. Let well enough alone;
do not risk a return to tho hard times and soup
houses of tho last, democratic administration."
While the democratic party was bearing the bur-
den of Mr. Cleveland's administration, he. sat
silent in his New Jersey home and refused to say
one word to assist tho party in its fight against
the republican party, notwithstanding the fact
that he had two years before denounced imper-
ialism as a menace to the country. As soon as
the election was over, his voice returned to him,
and ho has been making the air vocal ever since

with his advico to tho party that he demoralized.
A man's sympathies control him -- "as a man

thlnkoth in his heart so is ho." If ono sits down
in a street car and overhears a conversation be-
tween two men he can very soon tell their sym-
pathies, and whon ho knows their sympathies ho
can guosa tho arguments thoy will use in sup-
port of their positions. Tho troublo with thoso
who lead tho reorganizing forces is that their
sympathies aro wrong; they look U ovary ques-
tion from tho standpoint of tho capitalist Ac-
cording to their theory society is constructed from '
tho topthe capitalist is tho great benefactor and
tho laboror ought to bo In an attitude of thank-
fulness for tho opportunity to work. A man's
sympathies control his position on cvory ques-
tion which ho understands. A man may be mis-
led, and may Ignorantly opposo thoso with whom
ho sympathizes, but ho will not knowingly do so.

Whlio tho editor of Tho Commoner appre-
ciates tho gonerous advlced given him, his respect
for tho Republican compels him to answer with
tho same frankness with which it has spoken.
Ho is not seoitlng leadership. Neither Is ho con-
cerned about his "political position In futuro
years;" no man Is in position to do his duty

.who Is controlled by tho ambition to bo
a leader or who Is always looking out for his
own political futuro. Leadership is not secureJ
n that way, neither can ono Insure his political

position in futuro years by centering his thoughts
upon his own interests. Nominal leadership in iparty is determined by tho action of tho conven-
tion, but leadership in thoughUand in political
action is ontlrely Independent of caucuses and
conventions. Ho leads who proposes tho wisest
measures and defends them with the strongest
argument. No ono can see tho truth who con-
stantly gazes at himself. Those find truth who
seoK for it who seek not casually or carelessly,
but earnestly and constantly. Tho best ovldenco
that one can givo of his faith in a truth is to
be willing to suffer for it Christ gavo utterance
to a principle of wide application whon Ho said,"He that flndclh his life shall lose it, and he
who loses his life for my sake shall And It" So
it may be said of truth. He whoso only object Is
to save his own political life will lose it, andwill deserve to loso it, but ho who is willing to
lose his life for the sake of a cause or a prin-
ciple, triumphs with tho cause or principlo to
which he adheres; ho grows with It and enjoys
the confidence of thoso who aro wedded to itTho advocates of tho Chicago and Kansas City
platforms havo shown their willingness to suf-
fer for their convictions. Why should thoy pre-
tend a confession of error when they believe
that they wero right? Why pretend that tho
issue Is past, when It is still upon us, and must
remain? Why ignore, for the sake of a few offices,
a fierce conflict between money and manhood?
Why delude ourselves with tho belief that a real
or even a nominal victory can be won by a sacri-
fice of the people's interest to the cold, cruel and
merciless dictation of monopolists, and magnates,
In whom love of money has extinguished tho feel-
ing of brothorhood.

Tho Republican's reference to Jefferson Is an
unfortunate one, for no man, not excepting Jack-
son, was ever more con'stent in his course or
more tenaciously held to" fundamental principles.
Jefferson's sympathies wero with the people. Ho
was not only tho defender of individual liberty,
religious liberty and self-governme- nt, but ha
sounded the first note of warning against mo-
nopolies, against banks of Issue and against tho
money power. He was assailed by the aristo-
crats because he was a democrat He was as-
sailed by those who enjoyed special privileges
because ho believed in equal rights to all and
special privileges to none, and ho himself said
that he was denounced as a maniac by the bank-
ers because he opposed banks of Issue.

Gladstone may have changed, parties, but that
alono would not convict him of changing hia
principles. The silver men who came to the
democratic party In 1896 insisted that they wera
maintaining the position that the republican par-
ty had maintained on the money question, and
the antl-imperlall- sts who came to us in 1900 in-

sisted that they were maintaining the principle
for which the party had" stood.

Opportunism is a good or bad word accord-
ing to its definftlon. If it means a willingness
on the part of one to change his principles in
order to compass individual success, it Is a most
offensive word; if it means that one employs
new facts, new incidents and new conditions to
givo expression to his principles, it Is an entire-
ly proper word. Every man and every party
must utilize circumstances and conditions to ad-

vance principles, but no, man or party can jus-

tify tho abandonment of principles for selfish
gain.
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