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The Commoner.

. We want a boy
“In every town to
- work for us after
school hours and
on Saturdays.
Over 3000 boys
now at the work.
Some make $10.00
$15.00 a week.

ANY BOY

who is willing to devote a few
hours each week to this work can
earn many dollars selling

The Saturday
Evening Post

Among neighbors and relatives, He
can begin at once. Absolutely no
money required to start. Write us .
to-day and we will send the first
week’s supply of ten copies free,
These are sold at 5 cents each, and
will provide capital to order the next
week's supply at wholesale rates.

$225 in Extra Cash Prizes Next Manth

Booklet containing photographs of some
of our most successful boy agents, with
letters telling how they work, sent free.

The Curtis Publishing Comsany
467 Arch Street, Philadelphia, Pa.

Initiative and Referendum.

_ The following argument against the
& principle of the initiative and referen-
i dum is published in order to show the

P line of logic followed by those who op-
2 pose this reform:

. To begin with it is proposed to give
190 per cent of the voters power to de-
mand a vote upon any question—the
| percentage must be small so that the
‘plan may be executed with as little
trouble as possible, for upon simple
‘and speedy management depends the
success of the project. What will be

& the result? The people will be called

- upon, heaven only knows how often,
. to vote upon gquestions which oft-times
& do not concern them at all, for any
* Individual, or small group of individ-
* uals, may, by having a petition filled
» out, which is an easy matter, demand
. an election upon some pet scheme in-
& volving their personal interests only.
. Would this not result in an intolerable
. nuisance, growing to such an extent as
. to in time seriously menace our in-
stitutions of government, not to men-
tion the peace of society? Do the peo-
ple wish to be continually called upon,
which they will be if this theory is
put into  practice, to concern them-
selves with matters of public policy,
most of which they have neither the
time nor inclination to investigate?
I think not.

Consider for a moment this vast na-
tion, with its intricate machinery of
government, its tremendous industrial
activities, and its vast army of toil-
ers, who are forced by conditions to
expend their thought and energy year
in and year out in the struggle for ex-
istence; think of the cosmopolitan
character of its people, with their
widely differing ideas of morals and
social Institutions, to say nothing of

two other great factors, ability and
education—in the face of these few
facts, is it reasonable to assume that
the placing upon the masses this great
responsibility of making or selecting
laws Is logical or safe?

The making of laws is a science call-
ing for the highest talent, and woe be
unto the people of that nation or com=-
munity where laws are recklessly cre-
ated, or unwisely applied. Laws must
be made for the future as well as for
the present, and only thogse men whose
mental qualities are developed to a
point where they can see the future
consequences of their acts are quall-
fled for such work. What made onr
constitution such a wonderful docu-
ment? Not because it served to re-
lieve existing conditions only, but be-
cause it was drawn with an eye to
the future that it merits the respect
and admiration of every nation today.
The laws of a country are too precious
to be juggled with—hastily enacted,
and perhaps as hastily repealed, as
the whims and constantly changing
sentiments of the people may dictate.

One of the advantages claimed for
the initiative and referendum {is the
speedy and simple enactment of rellef
measures, and the same speedy and
simple repeal of obnoxious measures.
At first thought this may appeas very
reasonable, but the proposition pre-
sents itself as to what will determine
whether a law {8 good or bad—I1 mean,
are there any rulea by which people
may be governed In forming their de-
cisions? 1If not, and time for investi-
gation .and . discussion is necessary,
then (assuming that an intelligent
opinion is rendered) this advantage ia
lost, and the same complaint will
arise that now exists among those that
favor this project respecting the delay
encountered in securing reforms,

Some writer, James Bryce, 1 be-

| lieve, has stated that the people enjoy

as good government as they deserve.
In other words, the quality of legisla~
tion depends upon the quality of the
people. If this is true, then certainly
no benefit would result were the peo-
ple given control of affairs which were
not properly managed under our pres-
ent system. If the will of the people
is being ignored, it is not because the
people have not power to correct the
evil, but because they do not properly
use the power In their hands; namely,
the power of selecting broad-minded,
honest and courageous representa-
tives, whose ambition it is to legislate
in the interests of the whole people,
and who will not allow themselves to
be bribed and coerced into legislating
in the interests of the few. When the
common people learn to select men
according to their ability and moral
character to govern them, they need
have no fear that any harm will be-
fall their interests.

_This is an age of specialization, and
from the very nature of things it
seems to me inevitable that the theory
of direct legislation, when put to a
test, would fall far short of the ex-
pected, Its advocates place alto-
gether too high an estimate upon hu-
man power; they seem to forget that
there is a limit, and that the finite
mind is capable of grasping but few
of the questions engaging the atten-
tion of mankipd in the various lines
of endeavor. The merchant, the law-
yer, the physician, the mechanic and
all must each specialize in his respec-
tive branch, and the average man is
as incapable of rendering  intelligent
judgment on the many political ques-
tions that arise as the physician 18 to
interpret laws from the bench, or the
lawyer to diagnose a disease.

I mention this In support of my con~
tention that the theory of the people
being able to intelligently and wisely
direct legislative affairs among them-
selves is false, and that they must de-
pend upon the specialist for informa-
tion and guidance; in other words,
that our present system is the only
one from which we can expect reason-

ably good results, Place upon the
masses this burden of legislating for
themselves, and see how quickly they
will become listless and Indifferent;
then the political bosses and corpora~
tions will again assume command,
which will be tendered them without

protest, and you will be as bad off as

before, if not worse.

We live under a republican form of
government; under a republican form
only can this nation thrive. Pure dem-
ocracy as existed in olden times can
never be established under modern
conditions; some power must be dele-
gated In order that soclety may enjoy
the fruits of civilization and not be
hampered by overburdening responsi-
bilities.

It is well that the people retain a
strong hold on legislation, and that
they enjoy as much liberty and inde-
pendence as is consistent; but “lib-
erty” and “independence” are words
that admit of many interpretations,
and may be so construed as to mean
tyranny in its worse form. 1 have but
to point to the French revolution and
America under the articles of confed-
eration as distressing examples of lib-
erty and Independence stretched to a
point where a man hardly dared call

-bhis soul his own.

The placing of those men In power,
who, with justice, wisdom and fore-
sight, will legislate for the welfare of
the whole people, is, in my humble
opinion, far better and safer than put-
ting Into practice what seems to me
this more than doubtful reform-—the
initiative and referendum.

Books Received.

Soltaire, by George Franklyn Wil-
ley, New Hampshire Publ!ishing cor-
poration, Manchester. Speaking of this
book the New York World says:

“A strong, fresh romance of the
White Mountain region, to’'d by an au-
thor whose love of the great New
Hampshire hillg is self-evident, It is
a story in two parts. The first part
deals with the old legend of the “Wil-
ley Slide,” the tale of an avalanche
which swept to awful death all of a
household save one little girl. The
fortunate child is saved by BSoltaire,
the hermit-hunter, and is brought up
by him in his snug cave. Attaining
the years of young womanhood, she
meets in the mountains, by chance, one
who draws her out Into the great
world by the power of love. The sec~
ond part brings the story up to date.
Its hero and heroine develop unex-
pected relations to the characters in
the preceding chapters and another
romance without tragedy is happlly
worked out. Mr. Willey's story is di-
rect, simple and completely interest-
ing. It is illustrated in half-tones and
is attractively bound in red and gold.”
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The Maule
Seed Book

for 1903 is free to all interested in gar-
dening who mention this paper. If you
want an up-to-date garden you ought
to have it, the best seed catalogue |
have ever published. The first edition
costs over $37,000. Address simply

MAULE, Philadelphia.

Don't Pay Double.

:Ne'll sell you a better hatcher
or the money than any other
bcul:na{a ro’m‘m n: . Newim-
ulator, that can’t get ould
gm-a-‘ 1. b-t-mm-uu-‘n-.
SUEE HAT(H INCUBATONR cO,,

ﬂu&-ﬁn Nob, Hmm

Dars
¥ree
Trial

The Oid Line Bankers Life Insurance

Go. of Lincoln, Nebraska,

will write you a poliey of $1,000 and guarantes
on its face that the net cost to you from date
till its maturity in 2 years will not exceed §1,.00
per year at age twenty up to $ .20 per yearas
age fifty-five. Every policy secured by a de-
posit with the State of Nebraska., Bend age as
nearest birthday and get {llustration.
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for our Big Free Catalogue. It costs you nothing,. Wesell 1900 things you
want at enc-half dealer’s prices. Address
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