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Democrats May Ask

Why organized Labor wants the Referendum,
Why, to stop thestrikes, and the shootings, and
the “Vampire” Judges,

They know that if the people were in power
that if we had s REAL DEMOCRATIC GO-
YERNMENT, that Labor would get justice,

Public opinion, WITHOUT THE POWER
to enforce its sentiments (see the coal strike) is a
farce, but Public Opinion BACKED BY
VYOTES is omnipotent. Sece paragraph on
“gtrict Constructionists’ in
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George F. Baer, president Philadel-
phia and Reading Coal and Iron com-
pany, and Lehigh and Wilkesbarre
Coal and Iron company, and Temple
Iron company. To the President of
the United States: We understand
your anxiety as forcibly expressed in
the statement you read to us this
morning to bring about “an immediate
resumption of operations in the coal
mines in some such way as will with-
out a day’'s unnecessary delay meet
the crying need of the people.” We in-
fer that you desired us to consider the
offer of Mr. Mitchell verbally made this
morning, expressing and speaking for
the united mine workers, to go back
to work if you would appoint a com-
mission to determine the questions at
issue,

You distinctly say that you “do not
invite a discussion of your respective
But we as-
sume that a statement of what is go-
ing on in the coal regions will not be
irrelevant. We represent the owners
of coal mines in Pennsylvania. There
are from 15,000 to 20,000 men at work
mining and preparing coal.

They are abused, assaulted, injured
and maltreated by the united mine
workers, They can only work under
the protection of armed guards. Thou-
sands of other workmen are deterred
from working by the jatimidation, vio-
lence and crimes inaugurated by. the
united mine workers, over whom John
Mitchell, whom you invited to meet
you, is chief.

I need not picture the daily crimes
committed by the members of this
organization. The “domestic tran-
quility” which every constitution de-
clares is the chief object of govern-
ment does not exist in the coal regions.
There {8 a terrible reign of lawless-
ness and erime there. Only the llves
and property of the miners of the
secret oath-bound order, which de-
clared that the locals should “have
full power to suspend operations at
collieries” until the non-union men
joined their order, are safe. Every
effort is made to prevent the mining
of coal, and when mined Mitchell's
men dynamite bridges and tracks, mob
trainmen and by all manner of vio-
lence try to prevent its shipment to
relleve the public.

The constitution of Pennsylvania
guarantees protection to life and
property. In express terms it de-
clares tue right of acquiring, possess-
ing and defending property “to be in-
alienable.” When riot and anarchy
too great {o be appeased by the civil
power occur the governor of Pennsyl-
vania is bound to call out the state
troops to suppress it. He must fear-
lessly use the whole power of the state
to protect life and property and to
establish peace—not an armed truce,
but the peace of the law, which pro-
tects every mian at work and going to
and from work.

He has sent troops to the coal re-
gions. Gradually the power of the
law is asserting itself. Unless encour-
aged by false hopes, order will soon be
restored, and then we can mine eoal
to meet the public wants. If the pow-
ér of Pennsylvania .is insufficient to
re-establish the reign of law the con-
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#titution of the United States requires
the president, when requested by the
legislature and the governor, “to sup-
press domestic violence.” You see,
theré is a lawful way to secure coal
for the publie.

The duty of the hour Is not to waste
time negotiating with the fomenters
of this anarchy and insolent deflance
of law, but to do as-was done. in the
war of the rebellian, restore the ma-
Jesty of law, the only guardian of a
free people, and to re-establish order
and peace at any cost.

The government is a contemptible
fallure if it can only protect the lives
and property and secure the comfort
of the people by compromising with
the violators of law and the Instiga-
tors of violence and crime.

Just now it is more important to
teach ignorant men, dwelling among
us, misled and used as tools by citi-
zens of other states, that at whatever
cost and inconvenience to the publie
Pennsylv-nia will use the whole power
of gov ~.ment to protect not only the
man wio wants to work, but his wife
and children while he is at work, and
to punish every man who by instiga-
tion or by overt acts attempts to de-
prive any man of his liberty to work.

Under these conditions we decline
to accept Mr. Mitchell's considerate
offer to let our men work on terms he
names, He has no right to come from
[llinoia to dictate terms, on the ac-
ceptance of which anarchy and crime
shall cease in Pennsylvania. He must
stop his people from killing, maim-
ing and abusing Pennsylvania citizens
and from destroying property. He
must stop it because it is unlawful
and not because of any bargain with
us.
We will ada fo our offer “to continue
the wages existing at the tithe of the
strike and to take up at each colliery
and adjust any grievance.,” This con-
dition—if the employers and employes
at any particular colliery ecannot
reach a satisfactory adjustment of any
alleged grievances, it shall be referred
to the judges of the court of common
pleas of the district in which the col-

liery is situated for final determina-
tion.
.

John Mitchell (president United
Mine Workers of America) John Fahey
Thomas Duffy and D. D. Nichols
(district presidents United Mine
Workers of America)—Mr. President:
At the conference this morning we,
the accredited representatives of the
anthracite coal mine workers, were
much impressed with the views you
expressed and the dangers to the wel-
fare of our country from a prolonga-
tion of the coal strike that you so
clearly pointed out. Consecious ‘of the
responsibility resting upon us, con-
scious of our duty to society, con-
scious of our obligations to the 150,000
mine workers whom we have the hon-
or to represent, we have, after most
careful consideration and with the
hope of relieving the situation and
averting the suffering and hardship
which would inevitably follow in the
wake of a coal famine, decided to pro-
pose a resumption of coal mining upon
the lines hereinafter suggested.

Before doing so, Mr. President, we
desire to say that we are not prompted
to suggest this course because of any
doubts of the justice of our claims,

In deferring to your wishes we are
prompted by no fear on our part of
our ability to continue the contest to
a successful issue, thanks to the gen-
erous assistance rendered us by our
fellow workers in this and other lands:
thanks to a justice-loving American
public whose sympathies are always
on the side of right, we are able to
continue the struggle indefinitely.

But, confident of our ability to de- |

monstrate to any impartial tribunal
the equity of our demands for higher
wages and Improved environment, we
propose that the issues culminating
in this strike shall be referred to yon
and a tribunal of your selection, and
agree to accept your award upon all
0~ any of the questions Involved.

If you will aceept this responsibility
and the representatives of the coal
operators will sigpify their willingness
to have your decision incorporated in
an agreement, for not less than one
year or more than five years, as may be
mutually determined, between them-
selves and the anthracite coal mine
workers, anu will pay the scale of
wages which you and the tribunal ap-
pointed by you shall award, we will
immediately call a conventlon and
recommend a resumption of work, up-
on the understanding that the wages
which shall be pald are to go In effect
from the day upon which work is re-
sumed.

Failed.

The announced conference between
President Roosevelt and the coal ba-
rons took place in Washington on Oc-
tober 1 and no agreement was reached.
The conference could not reach a de-
cision as to the recognition of the min-
ers’ union, which had expressed will-
ingness to submit the question to ar-
bitration of a tribunal named by the
president, but these terms were abso-
lutely declined by the representatives
of the anthracite coal trust, they de-
claring that ue workers will not be
permitted to name terms. Those pres-
ent at the conference were President
Roosevelt, Attorney General Knox,
Secretary Cortélyou, Carroll D.
Wright, commissioner of labor; Presi-
dents Baer of the Reading, Thomas of
the Erie, Truesdale of the Delaware,
rLackawanna & Western, and Fowler of
the Ontario & Western rallroads.

Daniel Wilcox, vice president of the
Delaware & Hudson rallroad, repre-
senting President Olyphant; John
Markel, representing the Independent
Coal Operators; and President Mitchell
of the mine workers’ union, with
Thomas Duffy, T. D. Nicholls, John
Fahey, presidents of districts Nos.
7. 1 and 9 of the miners' union, be-
Ing the districts where anthracite coal
is mined.

The president made an appeal that
the contending parties should cease
strife in the Interests of public wel-
fare. ‘the most Iimportant point
raised was when the coal operators
refused to have any dealings whatever
with President Mitchell of the united
mine workers, and that they had no
other proposition to make safe what
was contained in the statement of Mr,
Baer, which was in effect that if any
man chose to resume work and had a
difficulty with his employer, both
suould leave the settlement of the
question to the judges of the court
of common pleas of the district in
which the mine was located,

Now that the conference between the
president and the representatives of
the coal strike did not result in an
agreement ,the plan of the mayor of
Detroit, Mich., for a national confer-
ence to be held in that city to try to
settle the question, Is being pushed
with activity. One thousand delegates
are expecte., and the meeting will be
held on October 9, for the purpose as
stated, of arriving at some plan to
stay the calamity which now threat-
ens the comfort, health and even lives
of American citizens,
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