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of The Voice.—Pub. 

Cleveland Gets Inspector 
This week Cleveland gets -ts 

first Negro electrical inspector in 
the person of Robert Richardson, 
thanks largely to the efforts of the 
Urban League. Richardson is 

thought to be not only the first 
Negro to receive such an appoint- 
ment in Cleveland, but the first in 
the United States. 

Richardson’s appointment cli- 
maxes a building trades project 
started in 1947 by The Cleveland 
Urban League, in conjunction 
with Local 38 of the Brotherhood 
of Electrical Workers, American 
Federation of Labor. It was at this 
time that the League began a con- 

certed campaign to get Negro 
electrical contractors admitted to 
the union. 

After considerable negotiations 
between union heads and Shelton 
B. Granger, the League’s Indus- 
trial Director, the union admitted 

its first Negro contractor in Octo- 

ber, 1949. This wai one of Cleve- 

land’s outstanding Negro electri- 

cians, Robert Morgan, in whose 
shop Richardson was then an em- 

ployee. 
Soon afterward, in January, 

1950, the union admitted two more 

| Negro contractors, William Holt 
and Sanford Maxie. Then for 
about a year the situation re- 

mained static. Early in 1951 civil 
service examinations for the post 
of electrical inspectors were to be 
held, and the League began look- 

ing for qualified men to try for 
the job. 

Richardson was urged by 
Granger to take the examination, 
and landed sixth place on the list. 
When it soon became obvious that 
the job would have to be offered 
to Richardson, some opposition 
developed in City Hall. 
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Lincoln's Newest and Finest Bargain Center! 

THRIFTY 
LINCOLN HOMEMAKERS 

HAVE VERY DEFINITELY FOUND 

THAT REGARDLESS OF THEIR 

FURNITURE NEEDS AFTER 

COMPARISON, OUR PRICES ARE 

LESS ... AND REGARDLESS OF 

WHAT THEY HAVE TO TRADE 

IT PAYS GREATLY TO GET 

OUR BETTER APPRAISAL FIRST. 

Be sure to visit this new and 

Conveniently located economy 

furniture and appliance store. 
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• TATS HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

One of the most extraordinary 
stories in all of Nebraska’s history 
is that of the Brownville, Fort 

Kearney and Pacific Railroad. It 
is a prime example of speculative 
overconfidence in a period when: 
reckless speculation was the order; 
of the day. Its failure brought 
repercussions in the once-bustling 
Missouri River town of Brown- 
ville that are being felt to this 

day. 
James J. Blake, formerly pro- 

fessor of history at Peru State 
Teachers College and now with 
the American Embassy in Bel- 
gium, told the story of this un- 

usual and unfortunate specula- 
tion in Nebraska History, Septem- 
ber, 1948. I can only summarize 
it here. 

The railroad building fever that 
hit Nebraska in the late sixties 
and early seventies brought with 
it a conviction that a good rail- 
road connection was a fundamen- 
tal factor in the success of any 
community; towns and counties 
bonded themselves freely to ac- 

quire railroads. 

j The Brownville, Fort Kearney 
land Pacific was designed to con- 

nect Brownville with the Union 
Pacific at Kearney. This was only 
part of the dream, however—it 
would simply be one link in a 

great transcontinental system on 

which Brownville would be an 

important station. The Nebraska 
Advertiser declared that the rail- * 

[road gave Brownville an oppor- I 
tunity to begin a, “new era in 
her progress and prosperity which 
will know no stoppage until she 

j becomes one of the leading cities 
of the Missouri vdlley, a centre 
known to the commerce of the 
world.” 

Brownville bonded itself to the 
m 

hilt ,and private citizens liberally 
subscribed to the stock of the 
new organization. Unfortunately, 
however, their grandiose scheme 
fell through. Of the 540 miles 
projected, only 10 were built, and 
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MORTUARY 
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WE BUY, SELL & 
TRADE USED GUNS! 

Top Prices Paid. 

■ ROYAL JEWELERS 
^_145 North 12th 

but four of these were perma- 
nently operated. One citizen wrote 
that it looked like “a rough road 
to travel. Three ties to a rail and 

nary gravel.” 
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Gillett Poultry 
FRESH DRESSED POULTRY 

QUALITY EGGS 
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Save Monej, 
Use our Cash and Carry Plan 

333 No. 12th St. Dial 2-6961 
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MOTOR REBUILDING 
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BEN’S NEW WAY 
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is Ben” 
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Van Sickle Glass and Paint Co. 
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MEMBER FEDERAL DEPOSIT INSURANCE CORPORATION 
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PARRISH MOTOR CO. 
The home of clean used cars. 

120 No. 19 St. 


