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So far as & known, the [lirst
Christmias spent by white men in
Nebraska was in 1812, The record
|indicates that there wasn't much
|
lof a celebration
| The men were Robert Stuart
and half a dozen companions, en-
route from Astoria, John Jacob
Astor's fur-trading post at the
mouth of the Columbia river, to
St. Louis and New York. Their
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North Platte river, near the mouth
of Poison Spider creek, not far
west of the present city of Casper,
Wyoming. The Ilocation seemed
favorable and the weary travelers
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The bitter cold made it im- and the Country before us such
possible for the men to keep warin | an inhospitable waste as even to
{in camp, so they started early the | be deserted by every kind of
next morning, pushing about 22 | quadruped,
miles down the river, and making
camp about five miles from Chim-
ney Rock., Here, as they scanned For
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