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EDITORIALS
The wiews expressea in these eolumns
are those of the woiter ana not necessarily
\ reflection of the policy of The Voice.-
Pub.

Dialogues— "
But Barbed |

Simple Speaks his mind. By |
Langston Hughes, 231 pp. New
York: Simon & Shuster. Cloth §3;
Paper, §$1.

BY CARL VAN VECHTEN ‘

On frequent occasions the late
James Weldon Johnson, Negro au-
thor, was heard to observe: “There
is no doubt in my mind that the |
solution of the ‘race problem’ de-
pends on a sense of humor.” Then
he would say that persons “who
would permit Negroes to prepare
their food, to lave their giu‘ments,'
to suckle their children, and then |
refuse to allow these same Negr(msi
to sit next to them in street cars
or buses (although they often sat |
next to them in their L’arriages'
and motor cars) must be a tritle‘
cracked, “The only way to make |
these benighted souls see the!
light,” he would continue, “is to|
convinece them that their conduct |
is a huge joke)" |

Langston Hughes, the poet, may
be performing that every service
in a book which is perhaps not
new in form (Mr. Dooley comes |
to mind as a similar creative ef- |
fort), but which presents the
Negro in a new way. Jesse Simple
is wise, wilty, as mad as the Mad-
woman of Chaillot—and invar-
iably race conscious, He is the
naive propagandist, through a
series of dialogues.

Since these papers were orig-
inally written for a Negro news-
paper and, consequently, an ex-
clusive Negra audience, there is
no attempt at obfuscation. The
papers probably exhibit the Negro
in bedroom slippers and pajamas
~—that is, as nearly himself as it
would be possible to show him.
Simple is completely frank in his
opinjons about white people: he
dislikes them intensely. The race
problem is never absent, but the
flow of the book is light-hearted
and easy.

This is a sane approach to real |
insanity if this book reaches more
people and has wider influence |

than any volume on a similar sub-
ject since “Uncle Tom's Cabin.”
“Simple Speaks His Mind” will
start a lot of people thinking hard.
For those who have to swallow
bitter pills it provides a sugar-
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coating of humor. Only a Negro
could have written this book, and
only a Negro as wise as Langston
Hughes,

Richmon’s First
Firemen Take Oath

RICHMOND, Va. (ANP). The
first Negro firemen in the history
of this city were sworn in last
week here. The ceremonies took

place in the office of City Clerk
William T. Wells. Fire Chief John
Finnegan said they will undergo a
30-day training course which
actually started July 3,

The ten men who got their new
jobs June 30 went on the payroll
of the city as of that date. Each
is on a starting salary of $200 a
month.

They are William E. Brown,
Harvey S. Hicks, Arthur C. St.
John, Linwood Wooldridge, Doug-
las P. Evans,
Bernard C. Lewis, Adelphus L.
Maples, Arthur L. Bailey, Sr., and
William W, Kersey. During their
training period they will be as-
signed to the engine house at Fifth

| and Duval streets. The successful

candidates were selected from a
filed of 120. Examinations cut the
number to 12 from which 10 were
selected for the open -positions.

Win Fight

(Continued from Page 1)

posed records of the board to
prove porter-brakemen had not
bee¢n informed that their dis-

charge was being considered and
had not been invited to testify.

Job rights is property rights,
he argued, thus the Fifth amend-
ment was violated. At the same
time, he exposed the “all-white
jury” composition of the board.

The NRAB consists of five rep-

resentatives of rail companies
and five representatives of all-
white rail unions, They are

paid $10,000 each a year. When
the board was stal®mated by a
tie vote in 1942, a white repre-

sentative from the South—out-
side the First division—was
called in to break the tie in

favor of the white union.

He told Judge LaBuy the
up was illegal and that paid rep-

set-

resentatives could hardly rule
against their financiers. West-
brooks reminded the court that

such a board previously had been
declared illegal by a special court
of three federal judges.

Farrar A. Lucas,

by JRMES C. 0LSO i
STars lllﬂ'llw!'ls.::fcll‘lt

As you travel U. S. highway 20
from South Sioux City to the
Wyoming line you go through
some of the most picturesque sec-
tions of Nebraska—in both land-
scape and history.

The eastern section of the
route takes you through typical
Nebraska prairie, with undulat-
ing fields dotted with numerous
trees, Between O'Neill and Bas-
sett you traverse what seems like
an endless plateau, the vast hay-
flats stretching to the horizon.

Further west, through king-size
Cherry County and beyond, you
skirt the outlying edges of the
sandhills. As you approach the
Wyoming line, you are running
into the beginnings of the moun-

tain region—the badlands and
the pine buttes.
Most of the history of the

prairie region is as solid and sub-
stantial as the land itself, al-
though Covington, now a part of
South Sioux City, was once noted
as the hangout for scme of the
roughest toughs in the state. One
of the rougher gambling joints,
built on the waterfront, had a
long chute extending to the river.
Those who complained about los-
ing their money were uncere-
moniously dumped on the chute
and into the muddy Missouri.

At O'Neill, you'll be in the
town named in honor of one of
the most colorful figures in all
of American history: General
John J. O'Neill, who helped lead
an Irish military expedition to
Capada in an effort to free it
from British rule. He got a jail
term for his activities, and later
devoted his energies to bringing
Irish immigrants to O'Neill and
other Nebraska commnunities.

Bassett at once time was the
stamping-fround of a fast-shoot-
ing, hard-drinking, hard-riding
band of outlaws known as the
Pony Boys. This gang of des-
peradoes was led by Kid Wade
and Doc Middleton, two of the
West's most notorious badmen.
Wade was hung by vigilantes
near Bassett in 1884. Middleton
lived on until 1913, dying in the
county jail at Douglas, Wyo.,
where he was serving a senten®e
for bootlegging.

At Rushville, you'll be near the
Pine Ridge Indian Reservation.
There were exciting times around
here during the Indian uprising
of 1890 which culminated in the
Battle of Wounded Knee. The
town’s guest list includes the
names of many celebreties—
Theodore Roosevelt, Buffalo Bill,
Gen. Nelson A. Miles, Frederic
Remington, and Rex Beach. Presi-
dent Coolidge visited Rushville
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Lincoln's Favorite Potate Chip ‘
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All Types
PARRISH MOTOR CO. o T
Sweeping

The home of clean used cars.

120 Mo. 19 5t

Kelso Chemical
137 Norih 546 S¢ 22434

Core Workshop To
Open In St. Louis
And Washington

NEW YORK. (ANP). Interracial
workshops sponsored by CORE
(Congress of Racial Equality) and
the Fellowship of Reconciliation
will begin July 1 in St. Louis and
Washington.

At these workshops students
will practice the use of the non-
violent direct action methods ad-
vocated as part of CORE policy.
They will go to restaurants, rec-
reation places, and other areas in
which segregation is practiced.

This is the first year the work-
shop will be held in St. Louis. The
group will seek to reopen the
Fairgrounds park swimming pool,
and also will concentrate on a
drive to end discrimination at
downtown lunch counters,

In Washington the workshop
will seek to reopen the Anacostia
pool on an unsegregated basis.

Household Hint
Ironing Made Easy

Sprinkled clothes can be kept
from mildewing in hot weather if
placed in the refrigerator until
ready for ironing,

Place the clean laundry, sprin-
kled and folded, in a plastic bag
or wrap it in a.rubber sheet. Let
it stay in the refrigerator for sev-
eral hours so that the moisture
will become evenly distributed.

You'll find it much easier to
iron, too. When the heat of the
iron strikes the chilled fabric, it
creates light steam which smooths
wrinkles easily and quickly.

during his much publicized sum-
mer in the Black Hills.

The remainder of your trip will
take you through the heart of the
last stamping ground of the plains
Indians. In particular, there's
Fort Robinson, near Crawford.
Here much of the Indian resist-
ance to the steady white en-
croachment was -broken. Here
Crazy Horse, the strange man of
the Ogallalas, was killed. Here
the rebellfous Cheyennes staged
their last plunge for freedom.

It's an interesting trip. You'll
enjoy the wvaried scenery. You'll
be fascinated by the region's his-
tory.

.+ NOTICE . 5.

We have a new telephone number
2-4085

5 NOTICE s o

Card of Thanks

I wish to express sincere thanks
and appreciation to those who
sent get well cards and all those
who did so many nice things for
me during my illness,

Mrs. Golden Brooks

Korn Popper

1413 N Street

Only the little white HULLESS
popcorn used. Seasoned just
right with best quality sea-
soning.

Same location 18 years

Once eaten, you will join our many
regular customers

We sell Red-E-Fax Check Reglsters
See Them

Phone 2-5818

For Everything in
HARDWARE

Baker Hardware
101 No. 9th 2.3710

Gilmour-Danielson
Drug Co.
PRESCRIPTION DRUGGISTS

142 So. 13th St 2-1246

GRADE A MILK With
GRADE A SERVICE

CALL 2-733) {

.

Make WHITE'S Your

FURNITURE
HEADQUARTERS

Its

108 No. 10th Street

Just 27 Steps North of 10th & O Sts.




