
Dark Merit 

by 

Kathryne 

Favors 

The Free Negro 

During slavery, there were a 

considerable number of Negroes 
who had won or been given their 

* freedom. Seldom do we hear 

much about them. 

In Carter G. Woodson’s “The 

Negro in our Hstory,” he stresses 
the point greatly that there have 
been a few free Negroes practic- 
ally ever since slavery began. 
“In some colonies Negroes were 

indentured servants before they 
were slaves, and became free up- 
on the expiration of their term of 

service. The result was that 
there were in this country in 1790 

as many as 59,557 free people of 

color, 35,000 of whom were living 
in the South. During the two 
decades from 1790 to 1810, the 
rate of increase of free Negroes 
exceeded that of the slaves, and 

v the proportion of free Negroes 
in the black population increased 

accordingly from 7.9 per cent in 
1790 to 13.5 per cent in 1810. 
After this date the tendency was 

in the other direction because of 
thei reaction against the Negro, 
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which brought about a restriction 

on manumissions. Between 1810 

and 1840 the Negro population 
almost doubled, but the propor- 
tion of the free Negroes remained 

about the same. Because of 

further restriction on manumis- 

sion and the more secure founda- 
tion of plantation slavery with 

rigid regulations to prevent the 

fugitives from escaping, this pro- 
portion of free Negroes in the 
black population decreased to 11.9 

per cent by 1850 and to 11 per 
cent by 1860. While the Negro 
population as a whole doubled 
its percentage of increase, then, 
that of the free blacks declined. 
It became smaller in parts of the 
North and declined to one-fourth 
of the rate of increase between 
1800 and 1810. In 1860 the rate 
of increase was about one per 
cent a year. It is worthy of note 

however, that there were 434,455 
free Negroes in the United States 
in 1850 and 488,070 in 1860. At 

this latter date 83,942 of these 
were in Maryland, 58,042 in Vir- 

ginia, 30,463 in N. Carolina, 
18,467 in Louisiana, 11,131 in the 
District of Columbia, 10,638 in 

Kentucky; in short, 250,787 in 
the whole South. About 50,000 
of these had attained the inde- 

pendence of being heads of fami- 
lies by 1830, while a few thousand 
other free Negro families were 

reported among the white fami- 

lies as servants. Only a few of 

these free Negroes immigrated 
into this country, for merely 7,011 
free Negroes enumerated in 1860 

were born abroad. 
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FAVORS TO SPEND VACATION IN CALIFORNIA 

f Reverend and' Mrs. John S. Favors will leave Sunday for 

a months vacation motoring through parts of California. 
Rev. Favors is pastor of the Mt. Zion Baptist Church, 12th and 

“F” Streets, Lincoln. Nebraska. Both Rev. and Mrs. Favors are 

teachers in the Omaha Public Schools. 

UMBERGER'S 2-2424 
1110 Q. Funeral and Ambulance 

Service. Roy A. Sheaff, Darold 
Rohrbaugh. Floyd Umberger 
families. 2-5059. 

VINE ST. MARKET 

Groceries & Meats 

22nd and Vine 

2-6583 — 2-6584 
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PAINT IS SCARCE 

We appreciate your 
patronage and hope 
we soon can supply 
all your requirements 

VAN SICKLE 
GLASS & PAINT CO. 

143 So. 10th 

LOTMAN’S GROCERY 
1945 R Street 

Meats and Vegetables 

We're Ready.With New 
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STRAW HATS 

al New Low Prices 

& 
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Yes, hundreds of fine New Straw Hats in all the popular new 

braids, weave and shades ... Eyery style to choose from. 

Early selection is advisable while the size ranges are complete. 

You’ll look right. Feel right and be right in one of these 

soft straws. 

Our Forty-Second Year! 
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