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Of all tke fur seals, the mos! aumeroygs apd
braporing! are those of Alaska whic me 1o
. United States with 2!l the ther resources

e teryitory wher Russla
« tlon The Alaskazn for seals bPave for many
prars bren the subieet of protracted n'ﬁ!unlli
&ad isiermationsl discussion, and durigg the
penrs 1919 and 1911 came in for aa unusual
ssmewni of attention. In addition te the cop-
#'bern’ion reredved during the diplomati- nego
tiztions resuiting in the treaty already men-
tionsd Congress bas enarted 2 Dew law re
lating 1o the seal isisnds 3 sew dispegsation
bas come in the administration of the islands,
and the povermmen! as represented by the
Pursas of Fisheries has for the first time en-
Faged in the business of taking 2nd market-
luz seal skins

The “pew dispeasation” Includes permanent
eclentific sbisrvation and comtrol of the herd,
Ciscretiopary authorily to suspend al! killing,
end Slecretlonary power to lease the sealing
griviieges or o explolt them &5 a EOverument
tapor'y

The on'y land to which the Alsskan {ur seals
¢ver tesact ‘s be group of smal. rocky islands
hag ia Bering Sea 215 wmiles north of Una-
Jasks isfiand the nearest land These bits of
bicak ead bhave comme to be popularls kmown
as 'he Sea! islapds fromm their mos: cansple-
wous feature: bul among geogTaphers thev
wre calied the Pribllof Isizsnds. in honor of the
Hussiae ssvigator who, in 1786 while in the
employ of 3 Kamebatkan trading compans.
followes the migrating seals and ascertainsd
for the first time where they resorted

Al the tme of the discovery of the Pribiln's
here were Do buman inbabitants As somn
&s the Russlaps began to take sea skins they
rapsferred thereto from the Aleutiam Telands
¢ sumber of natives to do the msaual labor,
pad from tUime to time established small colo
wies 2t werfous convemient! points

The presest population gumbers about 200
re the 'wo islazds

Whiea the seal ‘slands came into sur custody
the fur seals thereon comstityted the most val
wuabie aguatic regourecs that any covernment
ever pospessed Owing to he immense body
of animmals presest and the &iSculty of count-
Ing with suy degree of accuracy. estim-tes of
the size of the berd at tha! time necessarily
Sifler =idely. the extremes being two million
and seven millon |t is safe o assume that
the pumber was between t»o0 and a8 half and
four million Jdistribsted on 20 to 20 rockeries
the close of the seasop of 1911 the
Alsshkan sea! berd consists of not more than
0 todivideals of sl zzes

This sppalling dwindiing of the Lerd has
perasioned much comcern and bas subjected
the government to much unfavorable criticism.
because the povernmen! has exercised vl and
coptippous contrel during all the intervening
yenrs up 1o the present date. It will be seen,
boweser, that the criticlsm is not jus’ified, for
the reason that the decline and decimation of
the berd came through rauses operating when
the seals were on the bigh seas and beyond
the protecting care of "heir foster father

It is furthermore 2 fact that the government
took active stéps to sacure adequate protectior
for the seais wher awsy from the Pribhilofs
and thet its eforts were frustrated chiefly by
the results «f 23 unfortops’s Internationa!l
erbitrution

Altbougn the seals are easlly Xilled br the
methods adopted by man for their destree
tion om ses and land, theéy are capable of with.
standiag zreat privation and of undergoing
erirpordinary muscular ezestion

Te maintain themselves during winter in the
tempentous o th Peeific withou! resoriing to
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leamd ‘& in itself no small accomplishment for
air-breathing animals. The females, leaving
the islands in November, go further south
than any other members of the berd, and in
December appear off southérn California,
where they remain until March. Tbhey then
begin their long return journey, reaching the
islands early in June.

Within two days of their arrival on the rook-
eries the cows give birth to their pups. Not
until ten or twelve days have elapsed do they
return to the water or take any food. Then,
after washing and playing near the islands,
they make thelr first long trip to the feeding
grounds, coming back to the rookeries after
ihree or four days. Thereafter throughout
the senson the cows make regular feeding
trips at intervals of five to ten days.

The seals subsist chiefly on squid, but also
on kerring. smelt, salmon, pollock, and other
kinds of fish, which are caught and eaten in
the water. They have prodigious appetites
and gorge themselves whenever the opportu-
nity comes

On the approach of cold weather, the cows
apd pups leave the islands together. TUp to
that timte the pups have subsisted solely on
milk, and they then have to learn to eatch
the'r own food, consisting of fish and squid.
Inasmuch as the natural mortality among the
pupe in their first year is fully 50 per cent, it
is evident that they experience many viclesi
tudes in the tempestous seas to which they
commit themselves. The males foilow shortly
after, but some remain about the islands
throughout the winter in mild seasons, and
the natives always depend on seals for food in
December and January.

Fur seals and bair seals have always been
regarded as legitimate objects of exploitation,
and a!l governments having real or assumed
property rights in herds of seals have sanc-
tioned thelr killing, under restriction, for fur,
leather, oll. food, ete.

Beginning in 1786 and continuing until the
sale of Alaska, Russians were almost contin-
uously engaged in killing fur sezls on the
Pribilef lelands. In the earlier years there was
a promiscuous scrambile among rival compa-
nies. so that to msaintain order and properlr
regulate the taking of seals the government
was ferced In 1799 to give the privilege to a
cipgle company, created by imperial decree
and having among its ghareholders members
of the imperial famiiy and the pobility. This
azsociation, known as the Russian-American
company, enjoyed a monopoly of this business
as jong as Russia had control of Alaska. An
ukase issued by Alexander 1 in 1821 for the
regulation of the company had as cne of its
features the probibition of foreign vessels
within 790 miles of the Russian coasts and

islands. This ukase involved Russia in a dis-
pute with the United States and Great Britain,
resuiting in the treatles of 1834 and 1825,
which recegnized Russia's claim to jurisdiction
over the whole of Bering Sea, Okhotsk Sea,
and other water inclosed by Russian territory.

From: the outset the company placed a ra-
tional limit on the number of animals killad
each year, and in the light of later experience
it is evident that the herd would have been
fully able to sustain the annual harvest ol
skins if these had been taken only from the
males. But males and females alike were
slaughtered In ignorance or disregard of the
polygamous character of the seals, and as
early as 1806 It was necessary to suspend
operations for two years in order to permit
the herd to recuperate.

When killing was resumed, however, it was
along the same destructive lines, and the
mighty fur-seal host continued to dwindle un-
til by 1834 its numbers were reduced to one-
fifteenth or ome-twentieth of those present in
the first yvears after the discovery of the
islands. The suspension of all killing for a
term of years then ensued, and by the time
operations were resumed the company officials
had come to realize that the females should be
protected, and later the sacrifice of old bulls
and yvoung pups was stopped.

The resuit was a remarkable recuperation
and increase in the herd that afford a valid
basis for the bellef that speedy recogerp of the
decimated herds of Alaska, Russia, and Japan
may follow the elimination of the factor re-
sponsible for their present condition, namely,
the indiscriminate killing of males and females
at sea. When Russia ceded her jurisdiction
over Alaska, the Pribilof fur-seal herd had at-
tained a degree of prosperity closely approach-
ing its condition at the time of its discovery,
and we thus came into possession of a re-
source but little impaired and had a knowl-
edge of its significant history to guide us in
its treatment

It is a cause for congratulation that no coun-
try has dealt with its seal life in a more intel-
ligent, humane, and zealous manner than the
United States. and it was a cruel fate that for
so many years rendered our efforts futile. The
only occasion when there was any laxity in
our administration of the seal islands was dur-
ing the first years of our possession, when the
gevernment was still vnorganized anywhere in
the territory and various private companies
landed parties on the Pribijofs and took sea!
skins without any governmfent supervision or
restriction. It was in that year that the larg-
est killlng in the history of the islands was
made; the number of skins ob:sined was prob-
ably not less than 300.000, and mar have
reached 375,000: but this take was not indls-
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no effect on the permanence of the herd.
Although the indiscriminate Killing of seals
in the sea had been going on from very early

criminate, was confined to bachelors, and had
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HELEN GOULD TO THE RESCUE

Miss Helenr Gould, philanthropist,
one of the best loved among Amer
ican women and pessessor of millions,
has come foerward to save the family
fortunes from possible wreckage and
to restore the prestige of the family
name

At the very moment when the finan
cial downfall of the family is impend
Ing she has offered to cast her per-
sonal fortune into the breach to stay
the threatened calamit

In so doing she has chosen to for-

¥.

get and to forgive all that has oc-
curred to alienate one member of the
familv from the others. She is i
spired by hker own bounty of

nd by the deep reverence in

she holds her father's memaory.

Miss Gould left New York the other
in her private car for San Fran-
cisvo, for it is there that the arrange
will be made by wh
- finances will be straig

ving to look over things

cuf. She is ¢
herseif, and is acc 1ied by some prominent financiers.
e will see and s v for the first time the great Gould properties that
have their center in San Francisco. With Rer are a number of eastern finan-
ciers and railroad men, with whom she will advise.
On her trip to the coast Miss Helen Gould is acco
the head of the Gould properties. In the party are B. F. Bush, president of
the Missouri Pacific and the Denver & Rio Grande and future president of the
Western Pacific; E. T. Jeffery, president of the Western Pacific, chairman
of the financial board of the Rio Gr e and chief financial adviser tc the
Coulds: Charles H. Schlacks, first vice-president of the Western Pacific and

mpanied by the men at

| of the Denver & Rio Grande..

times, this business  was not extensive, was |

conducted by mnatives using spears in their
canoes, and had no appreciable effect en the
herd.

Special inquiry made byF
showed that in different years from 70 to over
90 per cent of the seals Killed at sea, either
on the northwest coast or in Bering Sea, were

females,

the government |

What pelagic hunting then meant to the seal |

herd when so large a fleei wss engaged, and

what it has meant recently when the fleet was |

larger in proportion to the number of seals,
may be appreciated when it is stated (1) that

for every seal killed and secured by the humt- |

ers not less than two seals were killed and
lost because thev sank before the hunters
could lay hold of them, while many that wer=
wounded and escaped died later; (2) that for
every adult female killed on the way to the
islands in spring an unborn pup was sacri-
ficed: (3) that for every female killed after
the herd had reached the isiands a pup on
shore was left to die a lingering death by
starvation, and 2 pup to be born the next sea-
son was likewise sacrificed.

The government was not slow to realize the
22mage done to the seal herd by pelagic seal-

ing, end was led to assume jurisdiction over |

the entire American side of Bering Sea and to
regand as poachers any persons found bunting
seals therein.

The seizure of vessels fiying |

the United States and British flags followed, |

and there arose a controversy with Great Brit-
aln. which culminated in the reference of the

case to an international tribunal of arbitratiom |
that met in Paris in 1593. The award of the '

arbitration court was against the United States
on both of the main contentioms, namely, the
Bering Sea is a closed sea, and that the prop-
erty right in the seal herd warranted the gov

high seas.

showed its good faith by prohibiting its cith
zens from engaging in the lucrative industry of
pelagic sealing: but the subjects of all other
countries were permitied to do so, and it was
the injection of a mew factor, Japan, that con
tributed more than any other cause te the
decimation of our seal herd.

The fur-gsesl problem with which the United
States government now has to deal presents
several phases. The most important duty the
responsible officials have to perform is to comn
serve and increase the seal herd. This in-
volves ceontinuous care, study, and observa-
tion: the determination of the actual condition
and seeds of the herd, and the application of
the results of scientific and economic imvest!
gation to the welfare of the seals.

A scarcely less important duty, and one that
is in no respect antagonistic to the first, is tc
provide a revenue and to utilize a highly useful
resource at the time when that resource pos
sesses the greatest market value. This in
volves the judicious killing of the male seals
when they are two or three years old and the
disposal of their pelts to the best advantage
A third duty is to ascertain what are the real
needs of the helpless native inhabltants of the
seal islands, and to give them the air that is
best suited for their mental. morz! and physi
cal natures.

Recent criticism of the government's pollcy
of taking the skins of seals in view of the de
pleted condition ¢! the herd i& based on defi
cient knowledge. The fur seal being a highly
polygamous animgl, and males and females be
ing born in egual numbers, it follows that um-
der the conditions that have prevailed and
still continue the number of males produced
is far in excess of the requirements of nature
for the perpetuation of the species.

The preservation and increase of the seal
herd is entirely compatible with judicious sac
rifice of a limited number of young male seals
each year, and this is quite as true when the
herd is depleted as when the rockeries are
crowded to their full capacity. When the pres-
ence of a sufficient reserve is determined by
responsible officers of the government, the
utilization of the surplus males for their pelts
and incidentally for native food is justified and
demanded by commoa sense, and fulfiils the
utmost demands of both the spirit and the
letter of genuine conservation.

If not a single male seal were to be killed
on the islands or at sea during the next five
vears, not a single additional seal -wounld be
produced as a result of that course. If not a
single male seal were to be killed on the
islands or at sea during the next 20 years, not
a single seal! would be added to the herd that
wiil not be added if the present policy of re
stricted killing of surplus males is continued.

that.”

“She will go when she is tired of

When at the end of the morning
the master went to unlock the door,
abatement of the storm he | e found his enemy sitting calmly on
the ground, waiting for him with an
expression on her face that baffles de-
scription. He bhad shut her skirt into

As master and scholars returned to | the door when he locked it, and kept | . o0 oo " botel, had
mﬂ*mummmmammwlm«mmm: tula

Strange Reunion of Veterans.
When Maj. George. Edwards Mon-

Ber with resscning. bul When st the | took Do notice, thinking to himself,| tague Hastings of the British army | battle.

finished dinner at the Hotel Astor,
New York, ne was surprised to find

The two men fairly fell upon each
other when they bhad told their names.
For more than three hours they dis-

standing at attention with his hapd | Cussed the memorable battle. When

they parted both sagreed that they

the diningToom. He stopped fo learn | Wanted to see each other again.

Heading Him Of.
“Mamma, why is It that the women

|

Until now Miss Gould has remained free of the financial enterprises in
which her family has been involved. Her chief concern has been her philan-
thropic work.

When it looked as though the Missouri Pzcific would be lost to George
Gould, he was able to interest Spever & Co., and they raised $23.000,000 to
put into the property. Then attention was turned to the Denver & Rio
Grande. A system of financing has just been completed by which from
£10.000.000 to 225.000,000 will be available.

The Western Pacific remains to be financed and it will be done through the
assistance of Miss Gould. She has practically agreed to use her entire per-
sonal fortune, estimated at $20.000,000, to help restore the family credit

Miss Gould is credited with bhaving said that she will give every cent, i?
necessary, to preserve the heritage that her father bequeathed them.

HEAD OF VERY SMARTEST SET

Sadness and gloom have been the
portion of a large section of the
American Society (be careful of the
large S!), since the publication of
that remarkable bogk “The 469 Ultra-
Fashionables of America,” compiled
by Charles Wilbur de Lyon Nichols,
on whose shoulders has fallen the
mantle of Ward McAllister, inventor
of New York's “400." The cream of
the cream of American society have
mow been segregated, coralled, re-
concentrated or otherwise abstracted
from the common herd and seated on
high in the splendor and dazzling
radiance of Mr. de Lyon Nichols, an-
gust approval. There appears to be,
however, a remarkable lack of inven-
tion displayed in the New York list
of 300 notabies. It is confined prac-
tically to the guests who were invited
to meet the Connaughts and Princess
Patricia on their recent visit. Surely
New York is going to the dogs when
it cam only muster a beggarly 300.

| Even Ward McAllister, in 2n earlier and less enlightened period, permitted
ernment in protecting the seals while on the
| the superfine ultra-fashionables are included in Beaun Nichols’ arbitrary selec

Since the award of the Paris tribunal the
case of the fur-seal herd has gone from bad to |
worse. The United States government early |

the metropolis to have a sscred circls of 400. The reason may be that only

tion, and that those unfortunates who are at all tainted with the stigma ot
slowness, who do not fully subscribe to the modern doctrine of “eat, drank
and be merry, for tomorrow we die,” are dropped relentlessly. Possibly ths
compiler’s wisdom did not wholly desert him and he hesitated to embark on
the stormy waters of the next stratum below, being assured of countemancé
and support by the precedent already established.

KING PETER IS IN TROUBLE

Is the bloody drama of 1903 about
to be repeated in Belgrade? That is
a question that all Europe, including
Servian people themselves, are ask-
ing. For weeks reports have emanat-
ed from Belgrade that a conspiracy
has been formed'among the officers of
the army having for its purpose the
dethronement of King Peter, if nec-
essary, by as violent means as those
of the terrible night nine years ago,
when King Alexander and Queen
Draga were murdered in the palace.

King Peter is paying for whatever
gnilty knowledge he may have had of
the regicide plot with uneasy days
and sleepless nights. Now im his
sixty-eighth year, he iz wondering if
it wos worth while after all, to trade
his peace of mind as a private citizen
in Switserland, for the bloody crown
of Servia. Through the palace still
stalks the restless ghost of Alexander
and the king's ears must still resound

3 the echo of the shrieks of Draga.

At the foreign office and in the war ministry all knowledge of plots and
conspiracles are denled, of course. *“It is a sensational newspaper lie," said
one official, who was most anxious to leave the impression that the best rela-
tions existed between Peter and the army and Peter and his people. PBut
talk in the cafes, converse with officers to whom you have been vouched for
or ask any representative of the common Servians, the working people, and
-one finds little praise for Peter.

“Servia wants to become a republic,” one army officer said. “The army and
the people are tired of the dynasty.”

RULER OF SMALLEST STATE

Br the death of William Alexander,
Grand Duke of Luxemburg, which oc-
curred recently, a demure young
woman not yet 18 becomes soveréign
'of that little principality. She is the
.late ruler’s eldest daughter, the Grand
‘Dunchess Marie. Luxemburg is a state
of 998 square miles in the angle where
Germany, France and Belgium meet.
it has about 250000 people. From
time immemorial it has been au ap-
panage of the House of Nassau. It
was therefore virtually part of Hol-
iand, though separated from it. until
the death of Queen Wilhelmina's
father in 15890. Then it followed the
male line to the father of the grand
duke just dead. In 1907 the succes
sion in the female line was instituted
by a family statute.

" At a time, some years ago, when it
setmed likely that Queen Wilhelmina
of Holland, would be childless, she
" this young grand duchess
.as heir to the throne of the Nether-
lands and was about to ask the Dutch states genera! to pass the necessary
legislation to this end. Shortly afterward, however, the hopes of the Dutch
people for a direct heir to the throne were gratified by the birth of the little
Princess Juliana.

The grand duchess is described as an unusually pretty girl, impatient of
advice, quick tempered and impulsive—characteristics which greatly displease
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