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I"MORS bad been circulated by 1ne
“underground” routes of baseball

Guring the season of 1909 that sig- “Our partnership must end.” The |is buying your work. You don't need ’
nals were being tipped off in New 0 & girl spoke decisively. me. You never needed me. But '
York and Detroit. About this time, “l don’t see the reason,” objected | I—"
! moticed Ira Thomas anc “Eddie” L/ the man. “I'm lonesome and miserable. I do f
: Plank working together iz a game We have been writing together | need you. I want a literary partner
i agains: the substitutes cne day in very successfully for several weeks,” | and I want the other kind of partner. (]
mornizg practice. Thomas's cignals she explained. “But we have reached | too. I want a wife, Norma. I love )'ou: i

& point in our work where each one

were so ridiculously plain that | dear, and I can't go on without you.”
solied 8o Sl from my Jeaiiion at can do better alone. If we stay to-| “You will have to. I sball neither \
ed 10 gether our influence on each other marry you nor resume our literary
"_"“‘,“ R acle o 5 ol will be a real detriment to success. | partnership.” t
alint svs yom SGAs t» @F A V ‘ My work will take on the quality of | The next day she took the revised
i man So cunter Sl coullS @t these slgnale™ yours; yours will become like mine. | stories to the editor of the Arcade.
o8 shbe BSlie~ he sssweted “Thet's whet Our talents will develop if we work| He glanced over them. “Good stuff,”
fheyre for It's » stall We open a series in New ool separately.” he announced. “You've touched up
York Monday, and ther may be tippicg signals Eowrasr= In spite of the hurt In his eyes Gra- | these stories and put the real sub-
o bam Ford's lips twitched. stance into them. I'll publish these 1

iastead of covering up his signs with his
& any gpood caicher will

kind he Latter

e "Lem
were piving the real signs and that Thomas

devised this scheme ic throw any observers with
3y classes or other artificial aids off their guards.
| mighs sdd that as s result, in the following series
, four of the New York batters were hit with pitched

balls snd badly hurt

All 3is means that every time a Latier faces a

when he crouches be-
Thomas was displarying his signals
so that coschers st both first and third base could
1 learned in due time that tae pitchers

legs

had

. .ﬁ,‘:

time that a catcher throws the ball back to the

“Perhaps I seem ungrateful,” Nor-
ma Atwood went on. *“I am really
Your protege rather than your part-
per. | came to the city with the in-
tention of devoting my life to newspa-
per and magazine work. All my ar-
ticles and stories were refused. When
I met you I was utterly discouraged.
I told you my difficulties. You read
my stuff, showed me how to alter it
into salable matter and introduced
me to editors. Success came’ immedi-

and all others as good.”

She gathered them up. “They are
not for publication. I wanted to
know something about them, and you
have told me what I wished to know.”

Three months later, in response to
a charmingly worded note, Graham
Ford came to Norma’s flat for dinner.

The living-room had been refur-
nished and was a barmony of dull
woods and soft colors. Before the
grate fire was a small table set for

pitches in & game of baseball in the big leagues, pitcher until he delivers it again, a batter |8tely. 1 am selling everything I|{two. Norma wore over her pretty,
there is & duel of wits In fact, the batter is pitted should never take his eyes off the pitcher. write. We have been working to-|light gown a white apron.
against both the pitcher and the catcher, as the All of the “grooves™ of batters are carefully |B€tRer. You write your things and| It was a well cooked dinner which

incident reiated above wiil show
the duel depends on the amount of wits
each side Some are not very keen
Fot. although in the
is ralied “outguessing the plicher.” it is .eally
witting the caicher, for the receivers almost

versally decide what kind of a diet shall be served

fo ‘be batter. Occasicoally a pitcher disagrees
sh:%es bis head Successful men behind the
ba' ‘n the big leagues have made a careful
study of batters their “rrooves” and man-
neriams, apd  is on this knowledge that a
piicher depends. Therefore, in the majority
) of cases, ¥t s the batter outguessing the
cai-her o ouly a few instances
does the piteher give the signals
So muck fai'th have some pitchers
iz certaln catchers that they pitch
aitogether a diflerent brand of base
ball 1o other men This is partice
larly trge of Krause 'he Philadeliphia
let hander, who pitched such sensa-
tiotpal ball in the season of 1908, and
of Ford of the New York American
leagoe clut, who was the thrill of
the lsague last season with his
double bresking spitball Krause had
to conSdence i any caicher except
Ira Thomas and Ford could not work
1 karmontously without “E4” Sweeney.
A These catchers did all the thinking
: for the two great twirlers, and their
¥ work i the bosx

The acuteness of
nlisted on

veruacular of baseball, it

out-
uni-

and

working and which led me to forecast what
was coming. This cue and the resultant con-
clusion I drew, based on the hasty hypothesis
of Payne's remark, resulted in a timely base
bit. The conditions and circumstances of the
hit are not likely to occur often in
a game with Walsh pitching. He
is a spit ball pitcher entirely. He
uses his “spitter” and a fast ball
with no curves. On this occasion,
Payne signalled for elther a spit
ball or a fast one, 1 don't know
which. Walsh shook his head in
reply, and Payvne gave him another
signal to which he again shook his
head.

“You don't want this one?” Payne
mumbled in his mask, but loudly
enough for me to hear as he gave
another signal Walsh nodded as-
sent.

Now here is what passed through
my mind, after listening to the hint

casionally to great advantage, 1 have learned
since, catching a batter off his guard. But
he depends for the most part on a curve and
a high, fast ball, relylng on his wonderful con-
trol to put the ball where he wants it. That
“whisker” trimmer of his, which
is a high, fast one in the vicinity
of the neck, is a villainous ball
A pitcher of Young's type would
just as soon tell the batter where
he is going to try to throw the
ball, because it is generally known
that he is pitching at a batter's
weakness.

So batting in the big leagues is
largely a game of thought. The
man who outguesses the pitchers
accumulates the most hits and
the largest batting average. Lajole
is the only exception to this that
1 can recall. Of course, self-con-
fidence is an absolute necessity to
any successful hitter, but the

catalogued. Every hitter in baseball, with the
possible exception of Lajoie and Wagner, is sup-
posed to have what is known to the profession
as a “groove,” a certain real or imagined weak-
ness. Some pitchers work to fool a batter, and
others aim at his “groove.” Young and Powell
are of the second type, and it is this style of
pitcher that I always try to make pitch to the
limit, as they have to depend absolutely on
their control.

The catcher is obviously included in the
guessing match which always results when a
batter faces a pitcher. I recall a funny instance
of “Hal” Chase making Ira Thomas look like
six nickels in a game last sum-
mer. Thomas formerly played
on the Yankees, and, at the time,
Chase’'s sign for the squeeze
play was given by putting his
right hand to his nose. Ira had
seen him give this many times
when they were team mates.

But on this occasion, Chase
wag plaving on the New York
club, and Thomas was catching
on the Philadelphia team. It was
in the eighth inning with the
score tied, and a New York rum-
ner on third base, champing on
his spikes to get home when
Chase stepped to the bat. One
was out. “Hal” went through

1 write mine. Every morning you
come here to my flat and we go over
the stories and give each other advice
and suggestions. We have called our-
selves literary partners.

“Yesterday the Arcade asked me to
furnish them a daily story. These
stories and my work will take all my
time and these morning hours to-
gether must be given up.”

Ford's brows drew together. “I un-
derstand,” he said briefly. “You offer
two good reasons; you are S0 success-
ful that you haven’t time for me, and
we can do better work without the as-
sistance of each other.”

Two weeks later Norma Atwood
went to the office of the Arcade.

“Mr. Mills,” she said to the man-
aging editor, “you promised to pub-
lish a story of mine every day for an
indefinfte period. This morning you
sent back to me a bundle of my
stories accompanied by a letter tell-
ing me to write better ones if |

the white-aproned hostess served. Gra-
ham Ford ate steadily and appreciate-
ly through the course. When the
meal was finished they carried the
table into the tiny kitchen. Graham!
looked about for the cook, but saw no!
one.

Norma pushed an easy chair befora
the fire. He dropped into it and light-
ed a cigar. Norma, still wearing her
apron, sat on a small chair drawn
close to his.

“Graham,” she sald In a low voice,
“how do you like it—my little flat and
my dinner?” |

“It is a domestic paradise,” he
sighed. *“Would you like to have it
all the time? You can if you want,
to,” she went on as he stared bewil-
dered. *“I refused you a literary wife.
Will you take a domestic one? Sit
still while I tell you about it. I was
s0 spoiled by my literary success that
I thought I had real talent. I ended
our partnership. After that I could
not sell a story. The only merit my
stories possessed was the revision
you gave them. With it they sold;
without it they were worthless.

“After we separated I realized that
—that I loved you. When you asked
me to marry you I wanted to—I want-
ed to with all my heart. But I could

3 was purely me carelessly dropped by Payne. Two Cleveland second baseman is more the usual preliminaries of knock-
b “hazical were out at the time, a man was chock full of reliance in his own ing the dirt out of his spikes, fix- ;mt d:’ it r(I) h:nldl nothing to g“'g 3":“
1 Krause raseed ten straight vic- on third base, who, if he scored, batting ability than any other ing his hat the firmer, as if he n return Il‘ you we"ed"‘-’llc’l ‘;
- tories o a row before he fell in would put us ahead, and the count player I know. It is not conceit, expected to tat:e a k;;::j rt::::t and 5_1:; Toetsch o;?h::e?e nﬁut:nbe_:ﬂgo:d
& tenimming with the St ; didn't want to cal to
Seme Louis on me was two strikes and no balls. just faith in his eye. He shuffles il s i e pRGSepy

teamn, then as usual in last place
" t The secret is this Thomas was catch-
: tng him for the ten be put on the shelf.
] lapgp was bebind the bat for the

pitched withouw: oconufidence in his catcher's
! Judgment o oulguess 'he batters, and he lost.

Cobb.
& #leventh, and it Zell off and smashed. Krause

My flash of thought must have been
instantaneous. [ try never to pay
any attention to the monologue of
a catcher, but Payne is naturally a
reticent man, and his remark surprised me.
Walsh had refused to pitch until he had re-
ceived a certain sign.. This made me think

out to the plate, almost carelessly,
and bangs his bat down two or
three times as if-to say to the
pitcher:

“Toss one up here and hurry up about it
I'm not particular.”

He seldom lets the first one go past him.

Lajoie.

get the cap, and spitting on his
hands. Then he put the first
digit of his right hand to the side
of his nose.

“What are you going to do, Hal,” asked Ira,
“frame up something here?”

Thomas did not expect to find out anything

range rooms, to shop economically.
I've practiced here in my little flat,
trying to become proficient enough
to—to make your home comfortable
and happy. I'm a literary failure, but
I am a good cook and now I can be a
real partner—a useful one—if you—"

¥ The same thing was tree of Ford in the that it was not going to be a “spitter” or a He gets his poise, takes a couple of short by the question, but wanted to drag Chase into s
B i postsesson series with the Giants In the fast one, evidently the first two signals given. stepsg. wades into the ball, and bang! conversation to get his mind off his work. . me i;h? hl‘est Ofthﬁle B}enti;mtfg “bziw
e | «arly fmmings of the first game. by Payne. He can't intend to waste “You can't get ome by me,” his “Sure I am,” replied Chase, and N Sniuihad o S G AR e

Sworney bad bhis band split open
sk one of Ford's eccentric spit
*‘ers The Highlander was never
the same again He did ot pitch
th> wonderful ball be is cupable
of ‘a that series. He ¥#ad po con-

auncy 2 batter iz an efort to dis-
tract his attention from his work
. Joba Kling of the Chicago Cubs, H
¥ Emows in basebal! 35 @ bad man |

a ball, i reasoned, because the man
is on third. and he doesn't think
he is going to iry to steal. Then
it struck me.

“Can it be a curve?” I asked my-
!l surprised. “But he never

curve, and 1 called the turn. It

ever threw ine, and probably he

was the first and last one Walsh -

manner appears to challenge. He
is simply bulging with confidence.
He is the one hitter and the only
successful one 1 ever saw who appa-
rently doesn't try to guess what the
pitcher is going to throw and really

Tyrus Cobb, the Detroit star, is
the exactly opposite type of hitter.
He is thinking all the time he is

he repeated the cld sign very de-
liberately.

“What.” exclaimed Ira, “you're
not giving me that sign, thinking
I'm not jerry to it?”

“That's right, Ira” answered

to pitch.
wound up, Daniel started in from
third base. Plank delivered a

As the tall southpaw |

The editor was a direct man and a
frank one. “They lack snap and
point. Your earlier stories were

white apron were drawn into the easy
chair.

Smail Republics.
Klein-Alp is a diminutive republic
tucked away between Switzerland and
France. Only in summer is the re-

king and then an emperor. But in the
adjustment of frontier ilimes the state
of Val di Ventino was in some way

Sd-uce iu the Jumbering Mitchell :\ throws one,” I argued in my mind. doesn't care. Pitchers have mnever Chase carelessly. “I had forgot-
i to bandle his “spitters ™~ 10 think Then I remembered the surprise been able to discover any “groove” ten you knew, but it goes any- L L P“;’“c ‘“:":"tedi,::r': tihse“‘,:: m;::::
. fast. in shorl. to culguess the bat- : betrayed in Payne’s “You don't that he is concealing. He simply way.” 5w i iy nr&m winter. Another lit
'L Lless want this one.” The remark, mum- wades in and hits at any kind of This conversation was carried PR th I've closed d;:“ m*:' [: - fr'betw:ene;u,:
. Some ~ztchers have a3 very busy bled in his mask, had supplied the a ball. He is one batter in a thou- on while Plank was pawing ek rcade t; lll:: them' . tle republic is dTmln l' s
& habit of talking all the time to . Rey. 1 took & chence. 3t was & sand. around in the box and preparing | C0me to ask you what e matter | tria and Italy, an ong gone ¥y
: v \ ERAROS, with them.” was under the jurisdiction of first a

4

wi'th a batter, “chewed” incessant- j
Iy quring the world's series in ’
which we woan the championship
fromm the Cubs He seemed to
want to distract attentios from
the pitcher. A favorite line of
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It is sort of an unwrittes law

Plank.

would have slipped it over, had it
not been for Payne’s poorly sup-
pressed surprise. That cost Walsh
the game. It must be remembered
by the reader that all this giving
of signals and reasoning took place
in about a minute’s time. A ball

in almost the same way with re-

at the bat, figuring, planning, to out-
guess the pitcher and the fielders, in
baseball parlance “to cross” his op-
ponents, a legitimate procedure. If
he thinks that the third baseman
expects a bunt, he will hit it out
He never chases a bad ball, and he

and because he is constantly guess-

perfect strike, and Chase half
bunted and hal? hit the ball, which
allowed Daniels to score. “Hal”
had beaten Thomas at his own
game. He had given a sign that
Thomas knew, and which the lat-
ter did not for a moment think

if he had guessed the play was

clever; these are flat. Write as well
as you did a few weeks ago and no
story will be returned to you.”

I few days later another bundle of
stories was returned to her.

One evening Graham Ford came to
the little flat. It was his first visit

“How are you getting along?" he

overlooked, and it promptly organized
itself into a Lilliputian republic. -It
has now about 2,000 Inhabitants, Illv-
ing in six villages. Neither Val &l
Ventino .or Klein-Alp have any taxes.
There are no officials or compulsory
military service. The only industry

bis was riously.
player must think fast. : makes a pitcher work to the last had been passed out se aslde ¢ the
Now, let’s try bm os & fast Old “Cy” Young, ome of the notch. He worries many of the Therefore Ira did not signal for a ﬁce the dissolution of the partner *f‘-‘f V:I:g ?)It :munoilelds.’u o
oke Solons of baseball, crossed me once men in the box by his restlessness, White, pitchout as he would have done | BRD.

burning.

% of baseball to let the Sr:t one goby to get 2  verse English on it. It was a case of him out- ht. He has almost clairvoyant ability coming. Thus Chase doublecrossed Ira. A |asked abruptly.
3 look 3t the style Kling would say & guessing me. The veteran Cleveland. .pttchatr ::",::‘m a pitcher. g ball player is trying to outguess the pitcher “I am very busy,” she bggan brave- Just a-by'l!thsll::.l
f “He Mked the looks of that Let's try him is as different from Walsh, in his stylé, as white In some games, I have been able to guess from the time he leaves the bench until he |Iy. & ; In a car mt": ed‘;ed tn u“;h‘ :ﬁ
A m asother™ Then up would come a curve. is from black. “Cy” relies ca % curve and a. right almost every.time that the pitcher has sits down again. He doesn’t terminate his _Are e v mnchﬂ. ol T fat : yfmmg
A favorite trick of bis is to get the batter fast ball, never using a “spitter” Young had thrown the ball to me and yet have not beev engagement at the plate. As soon as a bats- s W G- oo ooy corns:rdlm; wl‘::m:nz'nh 1-
mto A two strikes and one ball on mein ~ able to get a hit. man becomes a base runmer, his | Gre. somely dres The little dud ok
o S I bt Be xatas Thott & n guent W object is advancement. 'What is the Arcade doing with | her arms, got in. The little dude strug-
2 e out of the box and part way to ference in pitchers. Some Every ball player knows ex- |¥our stuff?” gled to his feet and touched his hat'

the catcher to receive the ball
Easterly, catching, signed for an
offering that did not coincide
with “Cy's” idea of the exigen-
cies of the situation. The old
fellow shook his head twice,
which immediately forced me
10 conclude that it would be

.
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are easy to outguess,
and others are as bad as
a jigsaw puzzle, and I
never worked out one
of those in my life. 1
know some men who
Have mannerisms in the
box which betray defin-
itely the sort of a ball to be de-
livered. These little physical
eccentricities are true indices
- and often cost memn, who would
otherwise be successful pitch-
.ers, many games. It may be
the twist of the wrist in throw-
ing a curve ball, or some motion

actly how much of a lead he can
take off first base on a certain
pitcher and not get caught. There
are recognized standards in the
big leagues. For instance, I know!
that 1 can go fifteen feet away
from the bag and get safely back
with “Doc” White of Chicago
pitching, but if 1 go a step over
ten feet, on Walsh of the same
club 1 will probably get nipped.
I can't exactly explain what I
mean, but when I once get ac-
customed to a pitcher’s delivery,
1 know how far to venture.

In base running, I believe
the secret of

“Sending it back to me.” After a
moment she added, “So is every other
editor.”

“Brutes,” he anathematised. “Let
me see your storles.”

He went through them, cutting,
transposing and adding whole para-
graphs. “These are good stories,” he
commended. *“Try them on those
editors again. They will buy. You
write well.”

She shook her head.

“Norma, let's go back to our part-
nership. Will you? I'm lonesome
and unhappy. [ can't write alone.”

“Every big magazine in the country

politely, remarking facetiously:
“Madam, will you take this seat?" |
The fat lady looked at the crevicea

he had left and thanked him pleas-

antly.

“You are very kind, sir,” she said.

“I think it will just fit the baby.”
And it did.—New York Evening
Mail

Marvel Explained.
Mrs. A—Your boy is different from
the others I know. He always keeps
his face clean.
Mrs. B—Yes; he hates so to have it
washed.
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ter from somewhere in his as- discover and associate it with a Chase OQutguessing the Vessels and Merchant Ships. bot furnaces or the waves themselves,
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“Where you been to so late, young
man?”

“I've been calling on_Sally Simp
kins, father, and she's promised to
marry me at last!”

to the six members of the engineer’'s

have stayed by vessels
by deck officers and men.
They have made repairs when every
breath drew in scalding steam and
at furnace doors when the
upon the plates it
ash pit doors. It is
in contempt

saps

rats in a barrel

lives, should yet appear on the records
and in the tales never recorded as
the bravest men in the hour of trial
The six men of the North Dakota,

our innermost will and feeling, that ritating slavery itself. “If the som because they are of the navy, galn
‘and stature to our com- | rates and bandits, asnd are hunted | shall make you free, ye shall be free | salt water that stoke-hole men, re | something of reward. They are, how.
buman relations. Jesus was |down by all nations as ememies of | indeed.”—Dr. Frank Crane, cruited from human riffraff and scarce | ever, but brothers of a world-wide

than when he called him- | mankind. the mere existence of dis- | family.




