The Room Was Empty.

| | the torture of helplessness that now

disorder, the same evidence that the
wives and children of the Mormon
| king had fled. He wexnt into a third
room—and then a fourh.

For an instant he paused at the
threshold of this fourth chamber. A
lisht was burning in the room at the
end of the hall. The door was closed
with the exception of an inch or two.

“Marion!™ he called sortly, and lis
tened intently.

He went on when there was no re
ply. and pushed open the door.

A candle was burning on a stand
in front of a mirror. The room was
as empLy as the others. But there was
no disorder here. The bed was un-
used, the garments in the open closet
had not been disarranged. On the
floor beside the bed was a pair of
shoes and as Nathaniel saw them his
| heart seemed to leap to his throat
| and stifled the cry that was on his
| lips. He took one of them im his
| hend, his whole being throbbing with
! excitment. It was Marion’s shoe—

incrusted with mud and torn as he
| bad seen it in the forest. With her
name falling from his lips in a plead
| ing ery he now searched the room anc
on the stand in front of the mirrm
| he found a lilac colored ribbon, soiled
land crumpled. It was Marion’s rib-
| bon—the one he had seen last in her
| bair, and he crushed it to his lips as
be ran back into the great room, calk
| ing out her name again and again in

possessed him,

Mechanically, rather than with rea
son, he went to the fifth and last door.
| His candle had become extinguished
| in his haste and after he had opened
the door he stopped at the threshold
of the black hall to light it again.
There was a moment's pause as he
searched his pockets for a match, a
silence in which he listened as he
searched, and suddenly as he was
about to strike the sulphur “tipped
splint there came to his ears a sound
that held him chained to the spot
It was the sobbing of a woman; or
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'I";i}L question of coast defense is just now being given much altention by the military authoriiies. It is averred that, |
this “line of defense™ has not received that consideration in the past to which its

During this year, however, the matter will be taken up in earnest at Washingion, and it is

safe to say that many points on our coast that are now unprotected will in due season be equipped with forts of the

was it = child? In a moment he knew
that it was a woman; and then the
sobbing ceased.

There

was nothing but darkness
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thaniel’s approach now. Whatever had
bappened he would do what Neil had
threatened to do—kill Strang. And
whatever had happened he would take
Marion away with him if it was only
her dead body that he carried in his

ICHAPTER VIIL.—Continued. )

king®™ cried the old
man clutehing the knob of his cane
oith both bands “She has gone'™

eicizimed Nathanie!l For

“Srrarr—the

arms. To do these things he needed
s imstant bis heart bounded with de& girepszth.  He advanced more slowly
gttt Marior was on ber way 10 the | gnd drew des per and deeper drafts of |
tryst’ He sprang back to the door

air into bis exhausted lungs. At the
' edge of the grove surrounding the
castle be paused to listen. For the !
first time it occurred 1o Nathaniel:
that the prophet might have assem- |
bled some of his fighters to the de-|
fense of his harem, which he knew |
would be one of the first places to

*Wheg"

When 414 she go*™

he ® bad come forward, ber
hands trembling ber lips quivering
Boesething o the terrar of bher face
Bt bot biced from XNathapiel's
clerks

They sent for ber an bhour ago” |

- w
P &

the

che sald “The king sept Obadiah feel the vengeance of the outraged |
Price for Ler! O, my God!™ she men of the mainland. But he hea.rdl
shricked suddenly. cluiching at bher | no voices ahead of him. There were
Lreast “Tell me—what are they doing ! no fires to betray the approach of
with Marion—" | the epemy. Not even the barking of

Shut uwp'” snarled the old man & dog gave warning of his stealthy

She has advance. Soon he could make out a
light in the king's house. A few steps
more and he saw that the door was
open, as it bad been on his first visit

' 1o the castle. He dodged swiftly from
bush to bush, darted under the win-
dow through which he had seen Ma-

“That's is Strang’s business.
sose 1o Straag " With an effort bhe
strasghiened Mwmsel! until his tower-
ing form rose half a head above Na-
thaniel “Sbke bas gone W the king”™
be repeated “Tell Strang that she
will wive bizs tomight as she has
jromised " rion, leaped lightly up the broad steps
In splte of Yis efort to control him- a0d sprang into the great room, his
s=lf 3 terrible cry burst from Na- | Pistol cocked in his hand.
thaniel's Upse. He Sung open the door | The room was empty. He listened,
and steod for ap lnstant witk his but not a sound came to his ears ex-
white face tuwned back cept the rustling of a curtain in the
“She went to the castle—an bogyr breeze. The huge lamp over the ta-
ago™ be cried ! ble was burning dimly. The five doors
“Yes, to the castle—with Obadiah ' leading from the room were tightly
Price—" clored. Nathaniel held his breath,
The last words followed bim as he , '7ed to still the tumultuous pounding
sped out into the might As swiftly of his heart as he waited for a sound
85 & wolf Be raced across the clearing ©f Hfe—a step beyond those doors, a
to the traf] that Jod down to St James | TOman’s voice, a child’s cry. Bat
Something seemed to bave burst in  POB® came. The stillness of desertion
Sis Srals: something that was not | bovered about him. He went to one
Moot but Sre, seemed to burn fn his | Of the five doors. It was not locked.
veins—u mad Gesire 10 reach Strang | B® Opened it silently, with the cau-
to grip bism by the throat. to mete out | :wn ;:!( a thief, l.ncrl there loomed be-
to bim the vengeance of a fiend in- | ore Rim 2 chaos of gloom.

stend of that of & man  He was too | Hello!” he called gently. “Hello—
iate to save Mariop! His brain reeleq Hello—
with the thought Too late—too late—| 7There was no answer. He struck

too late. He pasted the words "They |8 match and advanced step by step,
came with every gusp for breath Too bolding the yellow bit of fiame above
late’ Too late’ His Leart pumped | Bis bead. It disclosed the narrow
Hke on engine s he struined to keep Walls of a hall and an ppen door lead-
up bis speed. He passed 3 man and | !#€ into another fYoom. The match
s boy barrying with thelr rifles 1o SPultered and went out and he lighted
$1 James aod made no answer to | *DOther. On a little table just outside
thetr shout; & galloping horse forged | ¢ door was a half burned candle and
abead of bimm and be tried to keep up | he replaced his match with this. Then
with it; asd them at the top of thalih" went in
lomg Bl that sloped down to fhei At u glance he knew that he had
strongbold of the Mormen kingdom |entered a woman's roen, redolent
sosuething seemed 10 sweep bis legs | with the perfume of flowers. On one
fromm usder bhism and he fell mtiu’n&de was a bed and close beside it a
on the ground For a few momsents | cradle with a child's toys scattered
be lay there looking down upon the [about it The tumbled coverlets
city. Tie great bell at the temple showed that both had been recently
was sow silent. He saw buge fires | used. About the room were thrown ar-
burning for & mile along the coast, ticles of wearing apparel; 2 trunk had
bundreds of lights were twinkling _'b(ﬂ dragzed from a closet and was
the harbor, there came up to him | half packed; everrwhere was the dis-
sofily. subdued by distance. the sound |"l‘dfl‘ of burried flight For a few
of comsotion and excltement far be- | moments the depth of his despair held
low i!p.'mlnnkl motionless. The castle was
His eyes rested on the beacon above | deserted—Marion was gone! He ran
the prophet’s bome, burning like a ball | back Into the great room, no longer
‘h“humdm]mmmﬂwe sound of his foot-
tops. Marion was there! Jie suse to | teps, and opened a second door. The
kis feet agaiu and went on ressop and | same sflence greeted him. the same

| woman.

thing more terrible than that shone
in their glorious depths as she rose
to her feet and stood before him, her |
face lined with grief, her mouth
twitching in agony. She stood with
clenched hands, her bosom rising and |
falling in the passion of the storm
within her; and she sobbed even as
Nathaniel paused there, unmanned in |
this sudden presence of a distress
greater tban his own; sobbed in a |
choking, tearless way, waiting for him |
to speak.

“Forgive me,” he spoke gently. 1|
have come—for—Marion.” He felt |
that he had no reason to lie to this

His face betrayed his own |
anguish as he came nearer to her
“l want Marion,” he repeated. *“Msjy
God, won't you tell me—?"

She struggled to calm herself as he
spoke the girl's name.

“Marion is not here,” she said. She
crushed his hands against her bosom
and a softer look came into her eyes; |
her voice was low and sweet, as it
had been the morning he asked for
Strang. As she saw the despair deep-
ening in the man’s face a great pity
swept over her and she stretched out
her arms to him with an aching cry,
“Marion is gone—gone—gone,” she
moaned, “and you must go, too! O,
I know you love her—she told me
that you loved her, as I love Strang,
my king! We have both lost—lost—
and you must go—as—I—shall—go!"
She turned away from him with a ery
so heart-breaking in its pain that Na-
thaniel felt himself trembling to the
soul. In another instant she had
faced him again, fighting back a
strange calm into her face.

(TO BE CONTINUED,)

Do Birds Return to Olid Nests?

Whether birds, especially migratory
ones, return to the same nests year
after yvear is a question of much in-
terest to the naturalist. Swallows that
summer Iin England do not winter
north of Africa, but an observer at
High Halden, Kent, England, has re-
corded that one returned on April 12
to a nest it occupied last year. It
was recognized by a ring that had
been placed on its leg. To gain a
better knowledge of bird habits, more
than 2,000 British birds were last year
marked with inscribed aluminum
rings, and twice as many more will
be similarly tagged this year.

Canada Needs Rat-Traps.

According to Consul General Jones
at Winnipeg, Canada is in great need
of rat traps. Farmers in the grain
belt are becoming anxious over the
invasion of rodents and are willing
and able to pay a good price for a
trap t will combine durability and
efficiency.

Logical,

Green Purchaser (in automobile
ware rooms)—NMy friend sent me here
to get a rheumatic tire.

Clerk—Rheumatic? You mean pneu-
matie, don't you? -

Green Purchaser—Perhaps #t s

What they do should be done princi-j

paily on behalf of the breed itself.

This being so, it is proposed as a |
first step to try to convert the hunter |
from a mongrel to an aristocrat. The

bunter is the horse of horses faor_util-
ity. The cavalry and the territorials
want npothing but the hunter.

bred stocks.
Thoroughbred sires are sent to the

| several centers by the royal commis
| sion on horse breeding, but the breed-

ing of hunters would be on a very dif-
ferent footing if the hunter type could

| be, as It were, stereotyped in a distine-

tive pure breed. In many parts even
of Ireland, the paradise of hunters, the
type is depreciating and nowhere is it
improving.

It is argued that a really scientific
and practical bedy, with the grant of

evolve a pure bred hunter of just the
sort required, just as the pigeon or dog
fanciers have evolved birds and dogs
of every sort of “pattern.” Similar ex-
periments recently made in Hertford-
shire in regard to polo ponies are very
promising; and these have been under-
ll#f.:: on no very scientific method.

e evolving of such a horse would
mske horse breeding for the army a

a lottery, and would be a constant
source of wealth to the country. It
is to be hoped that a small part of the
$250,000, vaguely and conditionally of-
fered, will be spent on such a progres-
sive experiment as this.

There are scores of men who would
co-operate. Hackney enthusiasts be-
lieve that hacknmey blood should ap-
pear in such a breed and would, as
recent offers prove, lend mares as oth-
ers would lend stallions, it is not oft-
en that the opportunity is offered of
organizing so useful an experiment so
cheaply.

A letter from Mr. Haldane was read

At pres-
ent the breeding of hunters is a ram- |
dom business, as it always is in cross- |

several thousand dollars a vear, could |

steady, lucrative business instead of |

TOY HOUSE TO BE RETAINED

Even Though Girl for Whom It Was |
Constructed Has Since Married
and Moved Away.

Chicago.—The bijou tovhouse for
children, which for many years has
gladdened the hearts and excited the
interest of children passing the home
of Thomas Lynch, Dearborn avenue, is
to be kept in repair and renovated.
| The wedding recently of Miss Leila
Lynch, for whom the model house
was constructed, when she was a small
girl, revived a desire of Mr. Lynch |
to keep intact the miniature dwelling
which had brought as much joy to |
members of the family. |
is now Mrs. J. F. Stevens and her |
home for the present is at “’ashing»'
ton, D. C.

The little home, about ten feet long|

circled by an iron fence.

| string.
| to pieces.”
ever, and kept in shape.

Caring for Bird—Death Follows
Delivery to Owner.

' yard adjoining the Dearborn avenue

| fectly ordered household were enjoy-
ed by the small owner and guests. A
| lagstaff surmounts the tower top and
|a small yard surrounds the house en-

“It sure was some house, wasn't
| it?” commented the coachman of the
| household to a visitor as he crawled
i out of the door and fastened it with a
“It's a shame to see it* go
It is to be repaired, how-

PARROT CHEWS UP HER TAG

Miss Lynch Express Employes Had Lively Time

St. Paul, Minn.—A parrot, sent to
{and eight feet wide, situated in the St Paul from Chicago, chewed up her |
' address tag and made things lively for

| stroyiug all her Captured by Brigands.
In the vicinity of Lampazos, Mexic:
eler fell into the hands of a ban
brigands who made their reuds
us in caves in the mountains nea
istamantte, about 175 miles south ¢ /
ney was seen g§¢ Point where he had crossed tb
| one of the corr§® Grande. They robbed him of o
I heard these w® IROREY, except a few cents. ('
(him?” “No. milars, !:ujinted in Spanish, describin
| write a thing wi fuBitive, had been widely cire:
| never talk whers®d OVer northern Mexico.

Simplicit

A story was
ney at the Cap
elers” dinner b
of Leominster:

7

E Thm:;c:'.
head."—Boston |'S Means the bandit chief learne
| — At their American captive wa

| With a smootited for stealing $50,000. The brig

Starch, you cagd® Made a demand upon Heeler fo
| waist just as v IMOBey, threatening to kill him |
| steam laundry qdif_‘. not turn it over to them. 1
| proper stiffness ‘SF !© save his life, he told the
be less wear bad buried all of it except tha
and it will be ich they had found upon his per
use a Starch t§ 309 taken away from him. Whe:
| the iron. Ir threals became pronounc

7]

Wt where he had hidden the mg

|address, is or was complete in its | the last ten days in the office of the 'rm‘? makes = &tart on the return journey of '1:;;‘.
|appointments, It is a replica of a | Wells-Fargo Express company. She | P Pillips Brooks.kn 300 miles was made and u.u
| modern house, but now sadly in need 'perished after reaching her rightful - ——tle party had reached the Texas
of repair and fresh paint. A veranda | owner. ul‘:ke-];:rf;!‘]q e of the Rio Grande when thes
which formerly made a pleasant loung- | *“Why, that parrot was talking the Pure: ¥ " "¥rned that posses of officers we--;
ing place for the small residents of | whole blessed day; we could hardly An undertakg- 211 over the border country

the house has fallen away in ruins.
Electric light and the connections are | the clerks.
1is one of chaos. Much of the ap-
pointments of the apartment, howeyer,
remain to demonstrate its former|
glory and completeness. !

Three rooms comprise the lower
fioor, with stairs leading to a tower,
| from which a view of the neighbor-
hood can be obtained. A bedroom con-

delay in getting a duplicate address.

St. Paul Humane society and

ing room, with a table and couch. A
gas burning grate formerly provided | she did not believe the parrot had
heat for the apartment, while electric { been cared for all that time.
fixtures testify to modern lighting ef- | press company officials say every at-
fects. Real windows with shades, an | tention was paid to the bird and that
electric door bell, small dinner dishes | it really got a good deal more than
and other accompaniments of a per- was its due.

WAITERS MUST BE HEALTHY

Big New York Hotels to Reguire Phy-
sical Examinaticns Similar to
German Custom.

New York—The German system of
supervising the health of hotel em-
ployees for the protection of guests is
being put inte force in the larger New
York hotels. A large Broadway hos-
telry, employing 450 servants, put the
egystem into operation lately.

The serving of food by infected wait-
ers imperils the health of patrons, ac-
cording to sanmitarians. *“The hotel
guest,” said one manager, in speak-
ing of the innovation, “is at the mercy
of the management cf the hotel which
he patronizes in respect to the selec-
tion of employees. A hotel ought to
protect its guests from diseases just
gs any private householder would pro-
tect himself and family.

“Only recently it was brought to
my attention that a man and his wife
and child who had been staying at a

pneumatic. 1 thought it was ealled
rheumstis because it's swalled

kotel, whose name should have been

Law on Rotten Eggs.
Albany, N. Y.—The New York state
department of agriculture announces
that in its efforts to enforce the pure-
food law it has been difficult to obtain

[ —

a gunarantee for the utmost cleanli-
ness, became infected with a horrible
skin disease. It was learned that a
scrubwoman who suffered from the
disease had used a drinking glass in
the guests’ room. The discase had
been communicated to a cut on his
lip and thence to his wife and child.”

The question of requiring similar
inspection of dining car waiters pre-
sents more difficuit aspects to the
health authorities attempting to solve
the problem. They point out that
congress should authorize a national
health bureau, as recommended in the
president’s message, one of the pow-
ers of which might be to supetvise the
sanitation of interstate carriers. Of
the 450 employees in the first hotel
to -initiate the German system only
12 refused to undergo the physical ex-
amination. They were discharged.

tad eggs for food.
| ment in its circular, “to ship ro

corners of the earth marked

food' or ‘for tanning purposes.
“This makes the shipment leg(‘ g

it is not until the shipment

the consignee that its purp::;‘—

changed.” ;

Dog Is Hero.
London.—Jess, the Irish terrier of
the paralyzed Islington watchmaker,
has been presented by Mrs. De Courcy

the Brotherhcod of Hero Dogs.
Known as the dog with the human
brain, Jess Is in the habit of answer-
ing the door for her master, and helps
him by holding and fetching tools,
running errands and gemerally acting
us a domestic.

hminglaoursnrmwslamwoet:
en them.

|get in a word edgewise,” said one of
| “We took her out of the —
broken, and the inside of the dwelling | box every day to feed her, and we al-
| ways had trouble catching her again.”

Polly was shipped to a Mrs. Cook
by her son in Chicago. The bird man-
aged to reach the label on the box
and destroyed it and there was a long

Mrs. Cook called at the office of the
in-
tains a bureau and mirror with a|formed Miss Alice Nillard, secretary,
closet and chairs. There is a small | that the Wells-Fargo company had de-
sewing machine and piano in the liv- | tained her parrot for ten days because
they had lost thd address and that
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